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TRIAL 


LIEUT.  GENERAL  JOHN  WHITELOCIvE, 

CO.MMArCDEU   INT  CHIEF  OV  THE  LATE   EXPEDITION 
AGAINST   BUENOS    AYRES : 

BY  COURT  MARTIAL, 

Ildd  at  Chelsea  Colh\^e,  on  Tluirsdat/,  the  SSth  of  Jaui/my,  1808, 
(md  several  siieceeding  Deit/s. 


Ay  ten  o'clock  precisely,  tlie  several 
General  and  Lieutenant-general  Oili- 
cers,  summoned  to  form  the  Court, 
assembled  in  the  Great  Hall,  and  soon 
after  took  their  stations  at  the  table 
according  to  their  rank,  in  the  follow- 
ing order : 

President,  General   Sir   William   Mea- 
dows, K.  B. 
Generals.  Hon.  J.  C.  Norlon, 

Viscount  Lake, 

Samuel  Hulse, 

'■ James  Ogle  vie, 

Cornelius  Cuyler, 

Lieut. -genls.  Hon.  Henry  Ldward  Fox, 

Sir  James  Duii,  Knt. 

• George  Harris, 

■ I^rd  Cathcart,  ,K.  T. 

-Francis  Diiiida*, 

Alexander  Uoss, 


•^-  Henry  l^igot, 

—  Sir  George  Nugent,  Bart. 

—  William  Loflus, 

-  Richard  R.  Wilford, 
--  Thomas  (yarth, 

-  Vaughan  Lloyd, 
Miles  Slavelv, 


And  Lieutenant-Efeneral  Sir  Jolm  Moore. 
\.  B. 

The  Judge  Advocate,  the  Honourable 
Richard  Ryder,  took  his  seat  at  tiie 
head  of  the  table,  on  the  right  hand 
of  the  President.  Lieutenant-general 
Wiiitelocke  st(X)d  a  little  in  the  rear  on 
the  kit  of  tin;  President  at  a  table,  wiiere 


his  counsel,  the  King's  aid-de-cainj),  and 
other  attendants  on  the  General  sat. 
On  tiie  right  of  the  Pi'esidt-nt,  anotlier 
table  was  provided,  where  tiie  Adjutant 
and  assistant  Adjutant-generals,  v.lio  as- 
sisted on  the  part  of  the  prosecution, 
sat  at  the  head  ;  the  deputy  Judge  Ad.- 
vocate  at  the  foot,  and  the  short  hand 
writers,  and  assistant  clerks  on  either 
side. 

The  business  of  the  Court  was  opened 
by  the  Judge  Advocate  reading  the  war- 
rant for  sunnnoning  the  Court  Martial, 
aiul  calling  over  the  names  of  the  nieni- 
bers. 

The  deputy  Judge  Advocate  was  then 
ordered  by  the  Court  to  read  tlie  several 
charges  as  follow : 

First  Charge. — That  Lieutenant-ge- 
neral Whitelocke,  having  received  in- 
structions from  his  Majesty's  principal 
Secretary  of  State,  to  proceed  for  the 
reduction  of  the  province  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  pursued  measures  ill  calculated 
to  facilitate  that  conquest;  that  when 
tiie  Spanish  commander  had  shewn  such 
symptoms  of  a  disposition  to  treat  as  to 
express  a  desire  to  communicate  with 
Major-general  Gower,  the  second  in 
command,  upon  the  subject  of  terms, 
the  said  Lieutenant-geneial  Whitelocke 
did  return  a  message,  in  which  he  de- 
manded, amongst  other  articles,  the  sur- 
render of  persons  holding  civil  ofhces 
in  the  government  of  Buenos  Ayres,  as 
prisoners  of  war.  That  the  said  Lieute- 
nant-general ^\'lutelocke  in  making  suck 
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an  offensive  and  unusual  demand,  tend- 
ing to  exasperate  tlie  in!ial)ilants  of 
Buenos  Av res,  to  produce  and  encourage 
a  spirit  of  resistance  to  his  Majesty's 
arms,  to  exclude  the  iiope  of  amicable 
accommodation,  and  to  increase  the  dif- 
ficulties of  (he  service  with  wliich  he  \va> 
entrusted,  acted  in  a  manner  unbecoming 
his  duty  as  an  ollicer,  prejudicial  to  mili- 
tary discipline,  and  contraiy  to  the  arti- 
cles of  war. 

Second  Change. — ^That  tl»e  said  Lieut, 
general  Whitelocke,  after  tiie  landing  of 
the  troops  at  Ensinada,  and  during  the 
march  from  thence  to  the  town  of  Bue- 
nos Ayres,  did  not  make  tlie  military  ar- 
rangements best  calculated  to  insure  the 
success  of  his  operations  against  the 
town ;  and  that  having  known,  previously 
to  his  attack  upon  the  town  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  upon  the  5th  of  July,  1807,  as 
'appears  from  his  dispatch  of  July  the 
10th,  that  the  enemy  meant  to  occupy 
the  fiat  roofs  of  the  houses,  he  did  never- 
theless, in  the  said  attack,  divide  hig 
forces  into  several  brigades  and  parts, 
and  ordered  the  whole  to  be  unloaded, 
and  no  firing  to  be  permitted  on  any  ac- 
count ;  and  under  this  order  to  march 
into  the  principal  streets  of  the  town,  un- 
provided T\ilh  proper  and  sufficient 
means  for  forcing  the  barricadoes, 
■whereby  the  troops  were  unnecessarily 
exposeti  to  destruction,  w  ithout  the  pos- 
sibility of  making  effectual  opposition  ; 
such  conductbetraying great  professional 
incapacity  on  tlie  part  of  the  said  Lieute- 
nant-general Whitelocke,  tending  to  les- 
sen the  confidence  of  the  troops  in  the 
conduct  of  their  officers,  being  deroga- 
tory to  the  honour  of  his  Majesty's  arms, 
contrary  to  his  duty  as  au  officer,  preju- 
dicial to  good  order  and  military  disci- 
pline, and  contrary  to  the  articles  of 
war. 

Third  Charge. — ^That  the  said  Lieu- 
teiiant-generafWhitelocke  did  not  make, 
althougii  it  was  in  his  power,  any  erieo- 
tual  attempt,  by  his  own  personal  exer- 
tions or  otlierwise,  to  co-operate  with  or 
support  the  different  divisions  of  the 
army  under  his  command,  when  engaged 
wiflithe  enemv  in  the  streets  of  Buenos 
Ayres  on  the  5th  of  July,  1807,  whereby 
tiiuse  troops,  after  having  encountered 
and  surmounted  a  constant  and  Vell- 
4i'rected  fire,  and  having  effected  the 


purport  of  their  orders,  were  left  witK"-;, 
out  supi)ort  or  further  orders,  and  con- 
siderable detachments  under  Lieutenant- 
colonel  DutT,  and  Brigadier-general 
Craufuvd,  were  thereby  compelled  to 
stuTender;  such  conduct  on  the  part  of 
Lieutenant-general  Whitelocke  tending 
to  the  defeat  and  dishonour  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's arms,  to  lessen  tlie  confidence  of 
the  troops  in  the  skill  and  courage  of 
their  officers,  being  unbecoming  and  dis- 
graceful to  his  character  as  an  officer, 
prejudicial  to  good  order  and  military 
discipline,  and  contrary  to  the  articles  of 
war. 

Fourth  Charge. — ^That  the  said  Lieu- 
tenant-general Whitelocke,  subsequently 
to  the  attack  upon  Buenos  Ayres,  and  at 
a  time  when  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand were  in  possession  of  posts  on  each 
flank  of  the  town,  and  of  the  principal 
arsenal,  witn  a  communication  open  to 
the  fleefc,  and  having  an  effective- force  of 
about  five  thousand  men,  did  enter  into, 
and  finally  conclude  a  treaty  with  the 
enemy,  whereby  he  acknowledges  Iji 
the  public  dispatch  of  the  10th  July, 
1807,  that  "  he  resolved  to  forego  tfie 
advantages  which  the  brarery  of  his 
troops  had  obtftined,  and  whicli  advan- 
tages had  cost  him  about  two  thousand 
five  hundred  men  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
prisoners  ;"'  and  that  by  such  treaty  h? 
unaeoessarilyand  shamefully  surrenaerecl 
*uch  advantages,  totally  evacuated  tjie 
town  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  consented  to 
deliver  up  to  tlie  enemy  the  strong  fortress 
of  Monte  Video,  whicn  had  been  deliver- 
ed to  hig  charge,  and  which  at  the  period 
of  the  treaty  and  abandonment,  was  well 
and  sufficiently  garrisoned  and  provided 
against  attack,  and  which  was  not,  at 
such  period,  in  a  state  of  blockade  oc 
siege ;  such  conduct  on  the  part  of 
Lieutenant-general  Whitelocke  tending 
to  tlie  dishonour  of  his  Majesty's  arms, 
and  being  contrary  to  his  duty  as  an 
officer,  prejudicial  to  good  order  and 
military  discipline,  and  contrary  to  the 
aiticles  of  war. 

Judge  Advocate. —  "  I^ieutenanf-gCi- 
neral  \Yhitelocke  are  you  guilty  of  these 
several  "charges,  or  not  guilty  ?" 

General  fFhilelncke. — "  Is'ot  guilty.'* 

President. — "  All  persons  who  ar« 
summoned  to  give  evidence  upon  this 
Court  Martial,. aie  desired  to  witiidraw.'! 
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■Rear-admirals  Murray,Gencrals  Cow- 
er, Craufurd,  and  other  officers  who 
were  witnesses  tlien  withdrew. 

Judge  Advocutc. — On  the  part  of  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke,  I  am  to  submit  to  the 
Court  that  he  requests  tliat  tlie  Adjutant 
and  Quarter-masters-gcnerai  belonging 
to  the  expedition  may  be  permitted  to 
attend  in  Court,  conceiving  that  tliey 
may  be  of  use  to  him  in  his  defence.  It 
is  not  necessary  for  me  to  stale  that  the 
evidence  of  these  witnesses  will  be  male- 
rial  for  the  prosecution,  and  that  in  order 
to  comply  with  General  Whiteloc-vie's  re- 
quest it  will  be  necessary  to  deviate 
from  the  general  rule  of  Courts  Martial, 
of  precluding  all  witnesses  on  both  sides 
from  being  present.  This  is  a  point  for 
the  Court  to  decide  upon,  whether  they 
will  think  fit  to  accede  to  the  request. 

The  Court  was  then  cleared,  and  after 
some  time  the  doors  were  again  opened, 
and  General  Whitelocke  having  resum- 
ed his  station,  was  informed  that  his  re- 
quest could  not  be  complied  with. 

The  Judge  Advocate  then  rose  and 
addressed  the  Court  nearly  as  follows : 

President,  and  Gina-al  CX^urrs  of  the 
Court  Manial, 

"Though  you  are  met  together  on  the 
most  important  occasion  tlic  military 
history  of  iliis  country  has  aftbrded,  or 
ever  called  for  an  inquiry  into,  I  shall 
not  long  detain  you  In  opening  these 
charges.  The  subject  is  too  painful  for 
unnecessary  prolixity,  aiul  tlie  events 
are  too  recent  and  too  deeply  impressed 
upon  the  memory  and  the  feelings  of 
every  man,  to  require  a  statement  that 
will  take  up  much  time  in  this  early  part 
of  the  proceedings.  You  are  already 
acquainted  that  the  expedition  entrusted 
to  the  command  of  General  Whitelocke, 
wiiich  was,  in  the  opinion  of  those  that 
planned  it,  as  more  than  an  adequate 
force  to  accomplish  its  object,  (the  re- 
duction of  Buenos  Ayres)  has  totally 
failed — failed  with  tiie'dej)lorable  loss  of 
a  large  portion  of  the  gallant  army  en- 
gaged in  it;  and  failed  not  only  in  the 
object  of  its  intention,  but  ended  in  the 
absolute  surrender  of  tl.ose  valuable  ad- 
vantages the  valour  of  the  British  troops 
had,  under  another  commander,  pre- 
viously acquired  in  the  important  pos- 
session of  Moute  ^''.deo, 


**  By  this  unfortunate  event  those 
hope:  have  been  defeated  which  had 
been  soju  tly  and  universally  entertained 
— of  discovtring  new  markets  for  our 
nianutactures — of  giving  a  wider  lieid  to 
tlie  spirit  and  enterprize  ot  our  mer- 
cliants — of  oper.ing  new  sources  of  trea- 
sures and  new  scope  for  exertion,  iii 
supplying  either  the  rude  wants  of  na- 
tions emergin'g  from  barbarism,  or  the  ar- 
tificial demands  of  luxurs-  and  refinement 
in  those  remote  regions  of  the  globe. 
Important  as  these  objects  may  at  all 
times  be  considered  by  this  country,  the 
universal  state  of  Europe,  and  the  daily 
attempts  making  to  exclude  us  from  our 
accustomed  intercourse  with  the  conti- 
nent, iiave  increased  the  imjwrtance  of 
thesw  objects,and  added  lo  the  disappoint- 
ment of  those  hopes.  This  disappointment 
has  also  been  painfully  embittered  by 
the  disgrace  which  a  "failure  under  all 
such  circumstances  has  affixed  on  the 
British  arms.  A  dimiiuilion  of  military 
fame  must  by  us  be  considered  as  a  na- 
tional calamity,  and  at  no  period  so  se- 
verely felt  as  this,  when  our  military 
character  is  become  more  than  ever  es- 
sential, not  only  to  our  honour  and  our 
fame,  but  to  the  independence,  to  the  li- 
berties, and  to  the  existence  of  Great 
Britain, 

"  It  is  certainly  a  great  consolation, 
that  whatever  misfortune  our  military 
renown  has  sustained,  the  conduct  of 
the  troops  had  no  share  in  the  oppro- 
brium. I  believe  we  shall  find  that  the 
more  those  proceedings  of  the  5th  July 
shall  be  examined  into,  the  more  appa- 
rent it  will  become,  that  no  troops  ever 
displayed  more  courage — and,  with  the 
exception  of  what  may  be  connected 
with  the  subject  of  these  c^sarges, 
(though  1  must  hope  that  the  result  of  this 
incjuiry  may  prove  this  exception  to  be 
undeserved)  tliat  no  (>f!icers  ever  dis- 
]>layed  more  coolness,  conduct,  determi- 
nation, and  devotion  to  their  cause,  even 
in  the  course  of  the  most  victorious  tri- 
umph, than  was  displayed  by  the  iiritisb 
officers  during  llie  whole  of  this  destruc- 
tive engagement.  Under  the  pressure 
of  this  severe  and  public  misfortune^ 
which  has  been  so  aggi  avated  by  the  ac- 
cumulated weight  of  all  the  considera- 
tions to  which  1  have  alluded,  the  pro- 
priety a;id  the  necessity  of  this  inc^viir^ 
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must  be  sufficiently  obvious  and  indis- 
pensable :  the  country  has  a  right  to  be 
inlormed  ot  the  true  cause  to  whicii  tiiis 
unexampled  and  unexpected  disaster 
should  be  attributed.  But  it  it  is  the 
right  of  the  public  to  institute  this  in- 
quiry, it  is  no  less  important  to  General 
Whitelocke  himself.  The  reports  to  his 
prejudice  which  have  unavoidably  crept 
into  circulation,  and  which  have  sur- 
vived even  the  impressions  of  sorrow  for 
the  fatal  transactions  of  Soutii  America, 
are  perhaps  increased  by  the  natural  pro- 
pensities of  the  human  mind,  to  attach 
blame  to  some  one  object ;  but  these 
reports  still  so  prevalent,  have  made  it 
the  duty  of  his  Majestj-^s  ministers  to 
institute  this  inquiry.  I  must  bet^,  liow- 
ever,  to  have  it  understood  that,  by  ad- 
verting to  these  reports,  I  wish  merely 
to  prove  that  this  Court  Martial  is  not 
more  essential  for  the  public  satisfaction, 
than  it  is  r.ecessarv  to  General  V.'hlte- 
locke  himself  So  far  from  wishing  to 
bring  forward  these  reports  in  aid  of  the 
prosecution,  tliat  if  I  was  not  afraid  of 
woundii.g  your  honourable  feelings  by 
the  appearance  of  a  doubt  which  I  can- 
not entertain,  I  would  most  earnestly 
intreat  you  to  dismiss  from  your  memory 
every  reflection  you  have  heard  respect- 
ing these  unfortunate  events:  every  sus- 
picion, every  prejudice  you  may  have 
hitherto  permitted  your  minds  to  enter- 
tain, and  to  come  to  this  incjuiry,  as  I 
well  know  you  do  come,  free  Uom  eveiy 
preconceived  opinion,  and  prepared  to 
judge  the  merits  of  this  case,  according 
to  the  face  of  the  transactions  them- 
selves, coupled  with  the  evidence  that 
\vill  entrust  to  you  the  power  of  a  full 
investigation.  1  am  so  iar  from  wishing 
to  press  such  reports  into  the  service  of 
this  prosecution,  that  if  I  did  noi  know 
it  to  be  unnecessary,  I  would  most  ear- 
nestly enforce  tlie  just  claim  of  General 
"Whitelocke,  to  the  protection  of  your 
consciences,  and  of  a  our  oaths,  against 
any  eifccts  liiey  might  produce. 

."  But,  gentlemen,  it  is  net  upon  re- 
ports that  these  individual  cliarges  are 
grouiided.  They  stand  upon  stronger 
eyiderco  than  idle  talk  and  vague  ru- 
mour, ;or  tliey  are  taken  trom  the  orders 
and  the  dispatches  of  General  White- 
locke himself.  TJieie  is  not  a  cirtum- 
Sjance  alkdged  against  iii'ii;  that  is  not 


derived  from  his  own  statement  of  fact-. 
The  character  of  these  f  icts  certahily 
involves  imputations  of  the  most  serious 
nature,  but  the  facts  themselves  are 
taken  from  his  own  account  of  his  own 
conduct:  >o  much  so,  that  I  might  deem 
myself  warranted  to  discharge  my  duty 
to  the  public,  by  laying  the  orders  and  the 
dispatches  of  Gen. Whitelocke  before  you 
as  statements  of  themselves,  and  without 
any  other  evidence,  they  might  be  found 
abundantly  sufficient  to  call  upon  Ge- 
neral \\'hite)ocke  for  his  defence.  He 
is  iiis  own  accuser — he  has  furnished  a 
strong  testimony  against  himself,  and 
whether  that  testimony  will  be  contra- 
dicted or  conlirmed — whethi?!'  the  cha- 
racter of  these  charges  will  be  strength- 
ened or  disproved  by  the  evidence  I 
shall  call,  1  have  not  had  the  means  to 
ascertain.  If  a  private  prosecutor  had 
come  forward,  as  has  more  usually  hap- 
pened, he  might  have  been  able,  by  his 
own  local  knowledge  and  his  previous 
communications,  to  have  stated  to  you 
what  facts  such  witness  had  it  in  his 
power  to  prove,  and  how  these  facts  are 
connected  with  those  charges.  But  I 
have  not  such  information.  The  pur- 
poses of  justice  will,  however,  be  equally 
aided  by  the  present  mode  of  proceed- 
ing, though  I  am  afraid  at  the  expence  of 
a  much  larger  portion  of  your  time  and 
trouble,  than  in  the  other  case  would 
have  been  necessary.  Upon  your  ac- 
count 1  must  therefore  regret  the  ab- 
sence of  tliose  advantages,  though  in  one 
point  of  view  it  is  wholly  immaterial; 
for  even  if  1  knew  that  each  of  the  wit- 
nesses I  have  summoned  to  attend  you, 
was  possessed  of  facts  tending  only  to 
the  justirication  of  General  ^\  hitelockc, 
I  would  deem  it  equally  my  duty,  as 
holding  the  situation  in  wiiich  I  have 
now  the  honour  of  addressing  you,  to 
brinfc  forward  those  witnesses  for  your 
examination,  as  much  as  if  1  knew  that 
their  evidence  would  conhrni  every 
censure  and  misconduct  imputed  to 
him. 

"  The  only  object  therefore,  of  this 
prosecution  is,  as  it  ought  to  be,  that  the 
business  coming  before  you  may  be  in- 
vestigated to  ihe  bottom,  and  that  jus- 
tice may  then  be  done.  With  this  view 
1  have  summoned  all  those  essentially 
connected  with  the  expedition :  all  the 
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general  officers  aiul  tiieir  staff,  and  all 
tlie  officers,  either  originally  connviand- 
ing  divisions,  or  who  succeeded  to  the 
command  ;  (he  Qiiarter-ma>ler-general, 
the  Adjutant  general,  tjie  Commissary- 
general,  the  Admiral,  the  Captains 
appointed  to  superintend  the  naval 
operations,  the  Lieutenants  of  the  gun- 
boats.: in  a  word,  every  officer  whose 
rank  in  the  army,  whose  station,  who 
from  the  peculiar  nature  of  his  duties, 
or  who  from  any  other  circumstance, 
may  possibly  be  enabled  to  throw  any 
light  upon  this  subject:  and  if  in  the 
course  of  this  inquiry  it  shall  appear  that 
there  are  still  others  who  i;ave  not  been 
siunmoned.  but  whose  evidence  may  be 
wished  for,  there  is  no  member  of  this 
Court  who  can  more  anxiously  desire 
that  your  judgment  should  be  suspended 
till  that  additional  testimony  shall  be 
obtained.  It  is  with  this  intention,  and 
in  this  disposition,  I  shall  follow  the 
example  of  my  j^redecessors  on  similar 
occasions,  by  repressing  in  this  stage  of 
(he  proceedings,  any  observations  upon 
the  charges.  After  the  evidence  shall  be 
closed,  I  may,  if  it  shall  be  found  ."neces- 
sai-y,  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to 
again  address  you,  but  in  the  mean 
time  the  charges  do  not  require,  nor 
shall  I  offer  a  comment  or  an  explana- 
tion, 'i'he  charges  are  sufficiently 
pointed  and  expressed  ;  they  speak  for 
themselves  ;  I  have  only  to  express  my 
wishes  that  it  may  be  in  (he  power  of 
General  Whilelocke  to  explain  them 
away,  or  entirely  refute  them." 

The  President  tiieu  directed  that  there 
should  be  no  publication  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of- the  Coin-t,  until  the  whole 
should  be  closed,  otiierwise  such  publi- 
cation should  be  considered  as  a  con- 
tempt of  the  Court,  aiid  treuled  accord- 
ingly. 

Ihe  military  commission  appointing 
Lieutenant-general  \\  hitelocke  to  rom- 
niand  the  expedition,  dated  24th  Febru- 
iiry,  18u7,  was  then  re;Kl. 

The  appointment  of  Lieutenant-gene- 
ral Whitelocke  as  Civil  Goveuior  of  the 
Spanish  province  of  Buenos  Avres,  in 
South  America,  upon  surrender  to  the 
British  arm»;,  was  next  read. 

The  military  instructions  to  Fieute- 
nant-general  Wiiitelocke,  -signed  by  his 
Koyal  Highness  theCommanuer-in-uiuef, 


and  dated  Horse  Guards,  7th  February, 
1807,  were  read. — See  Appen.  (No.  1.) 
I'iie  additional  instn:ction>,  dated  Horsrt 
Guards,  'J-ilh  February,  1807,  were  next 
read. — hee  Appendix  (No.  11.) 

Instructions  to  Lieutenant-general 
VVhitel()cke,  signed  Ilowick,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  Mr.  \\'indiiam,  and  "dated  5tli 
of  .March,  1807,  read. — See  Appendix 
(No.  111.) 

Judge  Advocate.- — "  I  should  here 
state  to  liie  Court,  that  the  written  evi- 
dence wiiich  has  been  produced  and 
read,  and  such  other  written  evidence  as 
shall  hereafter  bi;  protiuced,  will  be  read 
from  certilied  copies  ;  to  which  General 
Whitelocke  hasj  intimated  to  me  that  he 
has  no  objection  to  their  being  considered 
as  evidence. 

The  public  letter  from  Lieutenant- 
general  Whitelocke  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  Mr.  Windham,  dated  iiuenos 
Ayres,  10th  July,  1807,  and  which  ap- 
peared in  the  gazette,  was  then  read. — 
See  Appendix  (No.  IV.) 

Judge  Adfocutf-  The  private  dis- 
patch sent  to  Mr.  Windham  of  the  saine 
date,  is  the  next  piece  of  evidence  I  shall 
olfer.  I  term  it  private,  as  the  certilied 
copy  which  1  have  received,  states  it  so 
tome;  but  General  V\  hitelocke  informs 
me  that  I  have  termed  it  incorrectly,  as 
it  was  as  muci'i  meant  for  the  public  u^ 
the  other. 

Gcvral  IFhitdocke.  —  Government 
were  at  liberty  to  have  pe-blished  either, 
and  this  might  have  s:-ttislied  the  pubhc 
better. 

The  dispatch  was  then  read.  See  Ap- 
pendix (No.  ^  .) 

Judge  Advocate.  Having  now  pro- 
duced all  the  written  evidence  which  I 
think  can  be  produced  without  oral  tes- 
tunony,  jt  becomes  a  very  imjiortant 
matter  for  the  Court  to  consider  what 
mode  of  proceeding  it  will  adopt.  Two 
coiu'ses  of  proceeding  present  them- 
selves; the  one,  to  proceed  in  the  exa- 
mination of  the  witnesses  charge  by 
charge.  The  other  of  taking  the  evi- 
dence in  the  order  in  which  the  conside- 
ration of  the  time  consumed  in  the  expe- 
dition naturally  presents  itself.  In  the 
former  course  of  proceeding  the  Com-i 
will  observe,  that  there  will  be  a  neces- 
sity of  calling  back  the  same  witness  per- 
Isaps  four  different  times,  and  some  difh- 
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i'vWy  may  be  found  in  separating  the 
evidence  appli'  able  to  each  particular 
charge,  as  it  will  natitrally  run  from  one 
charge  into  aiiother.  In  the  latter  course 
if  proceeding  there  are  two  j^oiiits,  into 
ifhich  it  may  fanly  be  divided.  The 
first  to  coiiiprehend  all  the  circumstan- 
ces that  passed  previous  t)  the  landing, 
and  during  the  march,  up  to  the  end  of 
the  4th  July.  The  other  to  include  the 
attaci<:  itself  on  the  3th  and  a'l  that 
happened  consequently.  The  propriety 
*f  taking  the  enquiry  in  the  last  motle 
has  struck  me  very  forcibly,  as  by 
that  u>eans  the  Court  will  obtam  a  dis- 
tinct view  of  what  the  state  of  the  army 
was  at  the  close  of  the  4th  July,  its  ef- 
fective force,  in  ammunition,  provisions, 
artillery, — the  information  obtained  of 
the  strength  and  position  of  the  fntmy — 
his  means  ari<l  disposition  to. resist — and 
every  other  point  the  Court  may  thiniK: 
necessary  to  enquire  into,  to  the  tijiie 
■wh«n  th«  ord;  rs  were  given  for  tiie  at- 
tack. The  Court  being  thus  in  possL-s- 
sion  of  all  these  facts,  will  be  the  better 
able  to  form  a  judgment,  both  on  the 
plan  itself  and  tiie  execution  of  it.  I 
have  no  preference  to  either  plan,  and 
can  have  no  other  wish  than  that  the 
question  shv")uld  be  before  tlie  Court  in 
the  most  distinct  and  clearest  manner. 
1  believe  Genera!  Whitelocke  has  no 
objecticjn  to  taking  the  case  in  the  order 
6f  time  ;  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  submit  the 
Tuatter  to  the  Court,  it  is  for  them  to 
consider  and  decide  which  jilan  they 
V/ill  thir.k  proper  to  adoL't. 

Genera  0'hite!ocke — rerhapsit  would 
save  time  to  take  it  altogether. 

Judge  Ad-c'Xdtt — In  my  opinion,  the 
plan  suggested  by  General  Whitelocke 
would  be  attended  with  considerable 
difficulty,  as  the  Court  would  have  to 
call  several  vritnesfes,  before  the  Court 
could  apply  their  minds  to  the  couside- 
ration  of  the  answers  the  tirst  witness 
had  given,  or  how  far  those  answers  bear 
■Jijx^n  the  case.  According  to  that  mode 
of  proceeding  it  would  become  neces- 
sary to  call  the  same  witnesses  over  and 
over  again.  Perhaps  it  would  be  better 
now  to  read  the  treaty,  which  is  a  ma- 
terial piece  of  evidence  ;  v.e  shall  then 
have  completed  the  written  evidence. 
I  oiight  to  state  to  the  Court,  that  all 
the  documents  alhided  to  in  Mr.  Wiijd- 


ham's  instructions  are  before  the  Court, 
but,  being  voluminous,  1  have  not  read 
them,  conceiving  there  were  no  material 
points  in  them  applying  to  this  prosecu- 
tion. They  are  in  GeneralWhitelocke's 
possession,  and  if  iie  tlmiks  there  are  any 
points  in  them  which  may  avail  him,  he 
may  now,  or  at  any  time  hereafter,  have 
the  assistance  he  may  expect  to  receive 
from  them. 

The  deiinitive  treaty  between  General 
Whitelocke,  llear-ad'miral  Murray,  and 
General  Linier.s,  was  then  read. — Sec 
Appendix  (ISo.  VI.) 

The  Court  was  now  cleared. 
When  again  opened,  the  President  in- 
formed General  Whitelocke,  that  the 
Court  had  determined  to  divide  the  case- 
into  two  parts,  the  one  embracing  the 
period  to  the  close  of  the  4th  July, 
and  the  other,  from  that  time  till  signing 
the  dennitive  treaty. 

Judge  Adrocute. — I  tliought  a  very 
short  time  ago  we  had  arrived  at  tire  end 
of  the  written  evidence.  I  conceived 
by  analogy,  and  in  allusion  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  other  courts,  to  which  I 
am  more  accustomed,  that  the  rest  oi' 
the  vvritten  evidence  which  ouo;ht  to 
form  a  part  of  the  minutes  of  the  Court, 
but  which  did  not  immediately  bear 
upon  any  of  the  charges,  might  fje  en- 
tered as  read.  1  am,  however,  informed 
by  those  who  are  more  conversant  with 
the  proceedings  of  courts- martial,  that 
the  evidence  must  be  read,  in  order  to 
allow  it  to  ajjpear  on  the  minutes,  and 
therefore  I  anr  afraid  I  shall  be  under 
the  necessity  of  troubling  the  Court 
with  hearing  those  other  documents  read, 
oneofv.'hich  is  the  instructions  to  Briga- 
dier-general Craufurd,  who  left  the 
country  previous  to  General  White- 
locke's  an|)ointment ;  they  respect  the 
conduct  General  Craufurd  was  to  pursufi 
towards  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  ia 
case  of  an  accession  of  territory,  and 
these  are  referred  to  in  Mr.  ^Vindham's 
instructions  to  General  AVhitelocke,  aa 
those  by  wJiich  his  conduct  was  to  be 
guided  in  a  similar  case.  As  the  expe- 
dition, unfortunately,  failed,  and  no  ac- 
cession of  territory  was  gained,  it  c\id 
not  appear  to  me,  that  those  iustructionii 
could  form  any  part  of  the  evidence  ;  but, 
as  it  js  usual,  it  will  be-  necessary  to  re^iv 
tbepi. 
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The  insttiictions  from  Mr.  Windliam, 
Co  Brigadier-geiicnil  Craufurd,  dated 
iJOth  October,    ISOG,  were  then  read. 

Letter  from  Mr.  Windham  to  General 
Craufurd,  of  the  same  date,  read. 

Orders  of  council,  dated  the  1st  Oc- 
tober I806,  read. — See  Appendix  (No. 
VII.) 

Orders  of  Council,  dated  I7th  Sep- 
tember, I8O6,  read. — See  Appendix 
(No.  VIII.) 

Judge  jdvocntc. — General  White- 
locke  has  desired  me  to  state  to  the 
Court,  although  it  is  no  part  ut  my  of- 
ficial situation,  that  he  understood  that, 
iiotwitlistunuing  the  decision  of  the 
Court,  that  the  adjutant  arid  (iiuirter- 
niaster-general  should  not  be  allowed  to 
remain  in  Court  during  the  examination 
of  other  witnesses,  yet  that  lie  migiit  be 
at  liberty  to  call  them  as  often  as  it 
might  be  convenient.  He  now  wishes 
to  call  the  quarter-master-general  into 
Court. 

General  Uliiieioclce . — I  only  meaft 
ivhile  the  examination  is  going  on  les- 
pecting  the  march,  in  which  he  was  very 
much  concerned. 

Judge  Ad-cocuie. — In  calling  G^nertd 
.Gower,  my  object  is  to  examine  him  res- 
pecting all  that  passed  previous  to  the 
landing.  General  WJiitelocke  applies  to 
i)ave  the  quarter-master- general  present, 
during  tlie  examination  of  General 
Crov/er  upon  these  points. 

Court. — ^That  point  is  considered  as 
already  decided. 

General  ^Vkitelocke. — ;I  should  not 
.  have  troubled  the  Court,  had  i  under- 
stood it  was  refused  to  that  extent, 

Mofor-general  John  Leveson  Goiver, 
siLorn  and  exarnintd  by  the  Judge 
advocate.  ' 

Q.  Were  you  second  in  command  in 
the  expexliiion  against  the  province  of 
Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  I  was.  r  was  the  only  Major-ge- 
neral on  that  expedition. 

Q.  Did  you  sail  from  England  with 
Lieutenant-general  Whitelockf  ? 

A.  I  sailed  from  England,  with  him  in 
the  Thisbe  frigate. 

Q.  State  to  the  Court  with,  what,  fgrce 
you  sailed  from  Eu^jlaud .' 


A.  I  have  no  specific  return  of  the 
force:  it  consisted  generally  of  the  iiWh 
regiment,  a  troop  of  liorse-artillery,  iuid 
recruits  from  various  corps;  their  exact 
number  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Was  tiiat  Ibice  des'ined  for  Mont* 
Video  > 

A.  I  had  no  specific  information  upon 
that  head,  but  I  understood  so. 

Q.  They  had  not  arrived  when  you 
sailed  for  Buenos  Ay  res  from  Monte  \i- 
deo  ? 

A.  They  had  not  even  been  heard  of, 

Q.  Were  you  in  daily  expectation  of 
their  arrival  when  aou  sailed  from  Monte 
Video  ? 

A.  Certainly.  The  period  that  had 
elapsed  gave  me  every  reason  to  suppose 
they  would  eitlier  arrive  shortly,  or  had 
missed  their  passage  entirely. 

Q.  State  whit  passed  during  the  voy- 
age from  iSloatc  Video  to  Buenos 
Ayres  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  any  thing  that 
passed  of  a  military  nature:  liaving  oft 
board  forty  artillery  soldiers  only,  there 
was  no  specific  duty  for  the  ofhcers  va 
their  passage.  All  that  passed  was  that 
sort  of  general  intercourse  which  usually 
occiu-3  between  passengers. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  Colonia  in  the  voy- 
age between  Monte  Video  and  Buenos 
Avres? 

"a.  {did. 

Q,  For  what  purpose  did  yo^a  pro- 
ceed to  Colonia  ? 

A.  When  the  fleet  had  proceeded  k 
certain  distance,  Lieut.-general  Whil<;- 
locke  was  pl<'ased  to  order  that  I  shouid 
go  on  bpard  the  lloilu  gun-briji,  coni- 
niandtfd  l-\v  l\ear-admiral  Murray,  to  Co- 
lonia, for  tiie  purpose  of  suneriiitendii'.;^ 
the  embarkation  of  the  garrison,  whicU 
had  been  stationed  uudcr  lieutenant- 
colonel  Pack, 

Q.  Did  you  bring  away  the  wlwle^ar- 
ri,von  there.' 
A.  I  did. 

Q.  Of  wliat  force  did  that  garrison 
consist? 

A.  It  consisted  of  the  liglit  companies 
of  that  army,  three  con^panies  of  the 
y5th  regiment,  and  the  4oth  regiment; 
their  exact  numbers  I  had  no  means  <,t 
a§C!i;ii.3iuiug.     There  were  also  some  ii- 
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tillerv;  but  I  have  not  (he  reUinis  by 
me. 

Q.  Were  your  orders  to  bring  away 
all  tlie  horse-artillory? 

A.  Tin;  orders  I  received  were  di^^cre- 
tiojiary  in  a  certain  degree.  Tliey  were 
to  embark  tlie  force  as  speedily  as  I 
could.  Ie?t  tlie  fleet,  then  in  an  exposed, 
situation  in  the  river,  should  receive  any 
damag",  byde'aying  the  junction  of  that 
tletachinent;  and  Lieutenant-tjenenil 
Whitelocke  left  it  discretionary  w  ith  n;e 
to  leave  a  small  force  on  shore,  if  1  found 
from  the  reports  I  collected  en  my  arrival 
tl)ere,  that  they  could  have  been  left  in 
a  tolerable  degree  of  security,  finding 
from  the  reports  which  I  collected,  that 
any  considerable  diminution  of  the  num- 
ber of  troops  in  Colonia  would  risk  the 
loss  of  any  detachment  which  might  be 
left,  I  embarked  the  v.liolc  ;  tliere  wore 
not  any  transports  reported  to  me  at  Co- 
lonia ht  to  receive  horses. 

Q.  In  point  of  fact,  were  there  any  ; 
and  if  any,  what  number  of  holies  left  at 
Colonia  by  you? 

A.  I  do  not  know  exactly.  Lieutt  - 
Tiant-colonel  Pack,  who  commanded 
there,  will  be  able  to  give  that  informa- 
tion. 

Q.  On  what  day  did  you  join  the  fleet 
after  you  left  Colonia  ? 
A.'On  the  i26th  June. 
Q.  On  what  day  did  you  land  ? 
A.  On  the  28th. 

Q.  Did  the  whole  army  land  on  that 
day  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know:  I  received  orders 
to  advance  with  a  division  to  the  heights 
above  the  morass,  with  the  95th,  3Slli, 
and  87th  regiments  under  my  com- 
mand. 

Q.  State  what  orders  you  received 
from  Lieutenant-general  Wliitelocke  du- 
ring the  march. 

A.  On  the  1st  July  I  received  an  order 
to  take  a  position  on  the  heights  beyontl 
the  village  of  Eeduction,  which  1  accord- 
ingly did.  Upon  the  2d  1  received  ano- 
ther oC(!er,  directing  that  I  should  ad- 
vance, and  endeavour  to  discover  a  pass 
across  the  Rio  Chuelo,  and  if  1  did  lind 
;',  to  forde  it,  and  make  a  lodgment  on 
the  other  side;  and,  if  possible,  to  open 
a  communication  with  the  navy.  This 
day  we  met  some  of  the  enemy's  cavalry. 
Brigadier-general  Craufurd,  who  was  in 


advance,  n  ported  to  me  that  he  had  seeB 
a  considerable  body  or  the  enemv's  in- 
fantry, with  some  artillery,  and  recjuested 
permission  to  attack  them.  I  accord- 
ingly made  an  order  for  that  purpose, 
and  he  advanced. 

Q.  W  ere  the  orders  you  received  fro^ii 
Lieutenant- gL-ncral  Whitelocke  verbal  or 
vritten,  or  both? 

A.  The  orders  were  not  written,  ex- 
cept the  one  1  received  to  proceed  to 
Colonia;  tliis  was  in  the  possession  of  my 
Aide-de-Camp,  who  was  afterwards  taken 
prisoner,  and  he  destroyed  it  to  i)revent 
its  getting  into  the  hands  of  the  enemv. 

Adjourned  at  three  o'clock,  until  to- 
morrow. 


SECOND  DAY. 

FRIDAY,  JAN.  29. 

The  Court  being  met  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment. Major-general  J.  Leveson 
Gower  was  further  examined  as  fol- 
lows : 

Q.  By  the  Judge  Advocate. -^Whai 
was  the  name  of  your  aid-de-camp  to 
whom  you  gave  the  order  mentioned  in 
your  former  evidence? 

A.  Captain  Maxwell  of  the  63d  regi- 
ment of  foot. 

Q.  \\\\o  brought  that  order  to  you 
from  Lieutenant-general  Whitelocke  ? 

A.  Lieutenant-colonel  Bourke,  quar- 
ter-master-general of  the  forces. 

.Major-general  Gower  h.ere  requested 
to  add  the  two  following  paragraphs  to 
his  former  evidence,  viz. 

The  87th  regiment  was  to  have  joined 
me  on  tiie  march,  and  1  wa>  directed,  if 
I  should  make  a  lodgment  in  tlie  sub- 
urbs of  the  town,  to  summon;  andif  tlie 
enemy  demanded  what  terms  General 
Whitel'/c!-.e  proposed,  I  was  to  send  them 
the  teri:i>  accompanying  that  order. 

Q.  Is  tlie  CoTirt  to  understand  that 
the  tern:s  were  specified  in  the  order? 

A.  Certainly.  As  soon  as  I  saw  Ge- 
neral Lumley's  brigade  ready  to  raov^, 
I  gave  orders  to  do  so;  and  went  forward 
myself  to  join  Drigadier-general  Craufurd. 
Contiiuiing  my  march  with  the  twelve 
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companies  under  his  command,  I  arrived 
ut  the  junction  of  two  roads  which  led  up 
from  thence  to  the  Coral  de  Miserere. 
Having  halted  the  column  previous  to 
my  occupyirig  that  spot,  we  discovered 
the  enemy's  infantry  and  cavalry  posted 
behind  the  thick  inclosures  which  were 
on  that  side  of  us.  Finding  that  the  line 
which  I  then  occupied  was  a  little  di- 
agonal to  tliat  wiiich  the  enemy  had  taken 
lip,  I  tl)ought  I  should  lose  fewer  men  by 
an  imiuediate  attack  than  l)y  waiting  for 
tile  junction  of  General  Linmley's  bri- 
gade. 1  directed  Brigadier-general  Crau- 
furd  to  charge  the  line*  with  the  bayonet, 
wiiicii  succeeded  so  perfect!}',  that  in  a 
very  few  moments  the  enemy's  infantry 
was  completely  routed,  and  ten  pieces 
of  cannon  were  in  our  possession.  By 
tiie  time  liie  light  infantry  were  re-form- 
ed, and  a  reserve  placed  over  the  cap- 
tured cannon.  General  J>umley's  bri- 
gade had  arrived,  and  took  up  an  excel- 
IcMit  position  on  the  right  of  Brigadier- 
general  Cniufurd's  brigade,  and  I  had 
T^etermined  to  remain  in  that  po-^ition 
till  joined  by  the  rest  of  the  army  under 
the  Commander  of  the  forces.  Soon 
after  day- light  next  morning  I  sent  a  ge- 
neral summons  to  the  Spanish  Com- 
mander, and  he  returned  for  answer,  that 
he  wisl'.ed  to  know  wiiat  specific  terms 
would  be  granted.  I  sent  Captain 
Koche,  Brigade-inajor  to  General  Lum- 
ley,  with  the  terms  stated  in  the  former 
part  of  my  evidence. 

Here  a  copy  of  tiie  summons  was  pro- 
duced and  read. 

Q.  Were  the  tenns  stated  in  the  letter 
just  r(.-ad  the  terms  whicli  were  specified 
in  the  order  you  received  from  General 
Whiteiocke  the  dav  before? 

A.  Conectiv,  to  tlie  best  of  my  recol- 
lection. 

Q.  Have  you  any  doubt  tliat  the  sur- 
render of  tiie  civil  ol'ticers  was  included 
as  one  of  the  terms  to  be  required  of  the 
Spanish  Commander  in  General  White- 
locke's  order? 

A.  I  have  no  doubt  upon  tl)e  subject. 
It  certainly  was  specified  as  stated;  and 
when  I  delivered  the  copv  of  the  corre- 
spondence to  General  Wlntelocke,  he  did 
not  find  fault  with  any  jiart  of  it. 

Here  a  paper  was  produced  purport- 
ing to  be  tJie  auswor  of  tlie  Spauisb  Com- 


mander, and  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
witness. 

Q.  Was  that  the  answer  you  received  * 
A.  The  paper  now  produced  was  de- 
livered to  me  as  the  answer  of  the  Spa- 
nish General.  It  was  in  Spanish,  and  I 
did  not  immediately  make  the  transla- 
tion, intending  to  delay  until  the  arrival 
of  General  Whiteiocke. 

Judge  Advocate. — "  The  paper  is  an 
attested  copy  of  that  sent  to  General 
Whiteiocke." 

General  IVhitelncke. — "  T  am  willing 
to  admit  the  autlienticity  of  this  paper, 
subject  to  the  correction  of  General 
Gower." 

General  Gozver. — "  I  do  not  suffici- 
ently know  the  Spanish  language  to  speak 
positively,  but  I  believe  it  to  be  a  cor- 
rect copy." 

General  Gower  then  proceeded  in  his 
narrative  as  follows: 

'i'he  enemy  attacked  my  pickets  soon 
after  day-light  on  tiie  3d,  and  tliey  con- 
tinued in  action  until  the  arrival  of  the 
principal  division  of  the  army  under  Ge- 
neral Wliitelocke,  about  two  o'clock  in 
the  day,  when  my  command  ceased. 

Q.  Proceed  to  state  the  operations  of 
the  army  from  the  time  of  the  junction 
of  the  main  body,  until  the  night  of  tlie 
4th  of  July,  as  particularly  as  your  recol- 
lection will  enable  you. 

A.  Not  having  tlie  command  of  that 
army  myself,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
give  an  accurate  account  of  the  general 
operations,  or  of  more  than  the  general 
orders  which  I  received  from  General 
^Vhitelocke,  who  had  the  command. 
On  the  arrival  of  General  Whitelocke's 
column  he  directed  that  the  whole  should 
be  formed  by  the  prolongation  of  the 
line  previously  occupied  by  the  brigade 
of  Brigadier-general  Lumley  and  Briga- 
dier-general Craufurd.  As  the  pressure 
of  the  enemy  was  very  great  on  ovir  pick- 
ets shortly  after  that  time,  he  directed 
the  line  to  withdraw  behind  the  heights 
near  the  Coral,  that  the  pickets  should 
fall  back  and  endeavour  to  entice  a  con- 
siderable body  of  the  enemy  into  the 
open  ground-  It  did  not  succeed,  as 
they  would  not  quit  the  buildings,  and  we 
were  obliged  to  re-occupy  our  original 
line;  the  general  wisliing  to  place  the 
men  vgider  covtfr  from  the  inclemency  of 
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the  weather.  The  same  fire  continued 
on  the  pickets  the  whole  day,  but  not 
with  equal  strength,  by  which  we sul'fered 
considerable  loss. 

Q.  Were  there  any,  and  what  other  .or- 
ders, issued  by  General  VViiitelocke  sub- 
sequent to  the  junction  of  the  army? 

A.  7  hose  already  described,  and  also 
those  described  in  the  jjublic  dispatches 
of  General  Whitelocke  previous  to  the 
action  of  the  3th  July.  There  was  also 
an  order,  in  which  the  General  was  pleas- 
ed to  approve  of  the  conduct  of  my  divi- 
sion in  the  action  of  the  2d. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  summons  sent 
into  the  town  by  General  \MiiteIocke  on 
the  4th  of  July? 

A.  He  informed  me  that  morning  that 
he  meant  to  summon  the  town,  and 
should  refer  them  to  the  same  proposals 
he  had  sent  on  the  3d. 

Q.  Previous  to  leaving  Monte  "\'ideo, 
do  you  know  wjiat  inforniation  General 
Whitelocke  received  as  to  the  state  of  llie 
season  being  favorable  or  unfavourable 
to  an  expedition  against  Buenos  Ayies  r 

A.  No  ;  I  do  not.  ^ 

Q.  Was  General  Whitelocke  in  the 
habit  of  consulting  with  the  second  in 
command  on  the  plans  and  operatijins  of 
the  army  ? 

A.  In  very  few  instances.  In  some  he 
may  have  asked  mv  opinion  ;  but  not  in 
all. 

Q.  Had  you  no  communication  with 
General  Wiiitelocke  as  to  the  propriety 
of  undertaking  the  expedition  against 
Buenos  Ayres  before  you  left  Monte 
Video? 

.Lieutenant-general  Whitelocke  here 
objected  to  the  question  on  the  grounds 
of  being  too  extensive,  and  not  relating 
to  any  specific  act.  He  contended  it 
tsas  a  general  question,  leading  to  gene- 
ral conclusions,  and  if  admitted,  must 
lead  to  an  endless  investigation. 

Judge  Advocate. — "  It  is  for  the  Court 
to  decide  whether  the  objection  of  the 
Honourable  General  is  well  founded. 
The  nature  of  the  question  is  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  expedition  was  under- 
taken at  that  period  of  tlie  year  winch 
held  out  a  fair  prospect  of  success,  and 
whether  the  Commander  in  Chief  upon 
that  expedition  had  taken  the  proper 
measures  to  ijisure  success.     I  shall  sub- 


mit to  the  Court  that  in  these  charge* 
these  facts  are  alleged,  and  that  he  pur- 
sued mea-ures  ill  calculated  for  this  pur- 
pose. It  is  therefore  necessary  that  the 
whole  of  his  conduct  on  that  expedition 
should  come  before  the  Court  for  their 
investigation." 

The  Court  was  then  cleared.  On  the 
re-admission  of  strangers,  the  Judge  Ad- 
vocate intimated  that  the  Court  had 
over-ruled  the  objection  of  General 
\\'liitelocke,  and  the  question  was  again 
put  to  the  witness. 

A.  Lieutenant  General  Whitelocke  in- 
formed me,  some  time  after  his  arrival  at 
JVIonte  V  ideo,  tliat  whenever  Brigadier- 
general  Craufurd  arrived  in  the  Kiver 
Plata  he  would  not  lose  one  moment  in 
the  attack  upon  Buenos  Ayres:  and  he 
stated,  at  the  same  time,  as  one  of  the 
reasons  that  induced  him  to  that  prompt 
measure,  the  impossibility  of  ieetiing  so 
large  a  body  of  men  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Plata  during  the  winter  season. 

Q.  By  the  left  bank  do  you  mean 
Monte  \'ideo  side  or  Buenos  Avres? 

A.  In  describing  a  situation  as  an  of- 
ficer, I  mean  to  speak  as  looking  down  a 
river,  or  a  street.  By  the  lett  bank  I 
mean  Monte  \ideo  side. 

Q.  Was  that  v.  Inch  General  White- 
locke sj;ated  to  you  the  only  communi- 
catioii  you  had  with  him  on  that  subjects 
Or,  if  any  other,  state  tiiem. 

A.  I  du  not  recollect  any  other  posi- 
tive communication.  There  might  have 
been  some  general  conversation  at  times 
when  the  >ub;ect  was  mentioned ;  but  I 
do  not  recollect  any  particularly. 

Q.  Were  you  in  habits  of  confidenlial 
conmumication  witli  Lieutenant-general 
Whitelocke? 

A.  What  degree  of  confidence  General 
WiiiteFocke  may  have  been  pleased  to 
place  in  me  I  am  not  able  to  state.  He 
employed  me  in  many  of  the  details  pre- 
vious to  the  embarkation  of  the  troops  at 
}.Jonte  \'ideo;  but  all  the  great  leading 
anangemeiits  were  made  by  himself. 

Q.  By  the  words  confidential  commu- 
nication was  n>eant  that  degree  uf  coiifi- 
ilence  which  your  situation,  as  second  in 
command  in  an  expedition  of  so  much 
importance  might  entitle  you  to  expect. 
Does  this  expianation  make  any  diller- 
ence  in  youi  iujsvver  to  thu  preceding 
question? 
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A.  Conceiving  that  a  seroml  in  com- 
mand is  as  niiicli  imkIlt  tiie  orders  of 
tJie  CoMimander  in  Cliicfa'stlie  youngest 
Mibaltern  orticcr  in  tiie  army,  I  executed 
every  order  entrusted  to  my  cliarge  to 
the  best  of  my  ability  :  and  not  conceiv- 
ing tliat  any  jwwer  rested  with  me  while 
the  ollicer  possessing  a  conmiission  as 
Commander  of  tlie  forces  was  prest'iit,  I 
was  fully  satisfied  to  be  employed  in  such 
services  as  his  Excellency  might  chuse 
to  select. 

Q.  Mere  you  from  time  to  time  in- 
formed of  the  general  plan  of  operations 
by  Lieutenant-general  Wliitelocke- 

A.  I  had  not  h(>ard  that  any  plan  ever 
was  foniied.  I  was  not  acfpiainled  witli 
any. 

Q.  Is  tlie  Court  to  understand  from 
your  answer  that  General  W  hilelocke's 
plans  of  operation  were  not  communi- 
cated to  you  before  they  were  earned 
into  execution  ? 

A.  My  answer  related  to  a  general 
plan.  I  have  already  stated  1  was  not 
acquainted  with  the  existence  of  any 
plan.  \\  hatever  communicaticns  were 
made  to  me  were  made  in  the  shape  of 
orders. 

Q.  TItese  questions  relate  to  the  pe- 
riod before  leaving  Monte  Mdeo  ? 

A.  1  have  no  difliculty  in  stating,  dur- 
ing the  wiiole  period  of  the  service. 

Q.  In  your  answer  yesterday  you 
stated  that  no  transpoits  were  readv  at 
Colonia.  Whose  duty  then  was  it  to 
provide  transports  during  tlie  expedi- 
tion ? 

A.  Never  having  had  the  chief  com- 
mand of  troops  on  a  foreign  expedition, 
1  do  not  know  what  the  orders  of  Go- 
vernment are  upon  tliat  subject. 

Q.  Do  you  not  know  wliose  duty  it 
w  as  to  provide  transpoi  ts  on  that  expe- 
dition r 

A.  i  do  not  know  of  any  transports 
provided,  w  ith  tiie  e\ception  of  one  smiiU 
sloop  under  American  colours,  that  was 
not  regularly  hired  by  the  transport 
board  in  J.ondon,  and  w  hich  had  been 
emjjloyed  in  the  conveyance  of  troops 
and  stores  from  the  various  points  from 
whence  that  army  had  been  collected. 

(■^.  As  there  were  no  transports  at  Co- 
Jonia  to  convey  the  liorses  that  had  been 
collected  there,  how  w,ere  they   to  be 


transported  to  the  scene  of  action  on  tiie 
other  side  i>t  the  river? 

A.  I  n<  ver  knew  that  any  had  been 
collectetl  tor  that  pur[)ose. 

Q.  \\  ith  what  proportion  of  artillery 
did  vou  take  your  fust  position  on  the 
2Sth>      • 

A.  V\  ithout  any. 

Q.  When  did  you  receive  your  jxir- 
tion  of  artiller)-,  and  how  was  it  con- 
veyed ? 

A.  'I'wo  six-po\mders  and  two  three- 
pounders  were  ordered  to  attach  them- 
selves to  me"  on  the  1st  of  July  in  the 
morning.  There  were  horses  to  them, 
but  of  so  miserable  a  description  that  I 
trusted  much  more  to  the  exertions  of 
the  artillerymen,  the  soldiers,  and  a  de- 
tachment of  seamen  for  their  conveyance 
than  to  the  horses. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  artillery  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke  brought  with  the  main 
body  when  he  joined  on  the  2yth  ? 

A.  \\  hen  the  troops  came  up  to  my 
position  tln-re  was  no  artillery  with  them. 
i  understood  that  it  was  in  the  morass 
below  the  heights  ;  and  I  heard  two  bat- 
talions ordered  down  to  extricate  them. 
1'he  amount  of  the  artillery  1  do  not 
know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any,  and 
what  measures  were  taken  for  collecting 
horses,  after  landing,  for  transpsrting  the 
artillery  ? 

A.  I  do  not ;  nor  do  [  believe,  but  am 
sure,  no  measures  would  be  of  any  avail, 
because  all  the  horses  of  that  country  are 
so  wild  they  would  not  be  tit  for  harness. 

Q.  Do  }ou  know  whether  liie  horses 
left  at  Colonia  had  or  had  not  been  trauL* 
ed  for  the  |)urposes  t;f  artillery  ? 

A.  7"here  wme  a  few  reported  to  be  of 
thru  descriptioii ;  but  they  appeared  very 
bad,  and  not  calculated  for  hard  labour.' 

Q.  Will  you  desciibe  the  nature  of 
the  ground  between  Ensinada  and  the 
heights  where  you  took  up  your  position 
onliie  SHth? 

A.  It  was  a  morass,  covered  with  a 
suriace  of  water  varying  in  depth  from 
two  feet  ujjwards.  How  deep  it  might 
have  been  in  some  places  1  cannot  tell, 
not  having  had  time  to  sound  it:  but  iu 
attempting  to  discover  a  better  passage 
for  the  march  of  troops  than  that  which 
was  pointed  out  to  ys  as  the  usual  roacj^ 
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I  got  into  many  situations  from  which  I 
with  difficulty  extricated  myself  and  the 
horse  on  which  I  rode. 

Q.  As  far  as  you  are  enabled  to  form 
a  judgment,  was  the  depth  of  the  morass 
such  as  to  make  it  impracticable  for  the 
transporting  of  artillery  properly  pro- 
vided with  horses? 

A.  I  cannot  state  what  condition  the 
road  was  in  before:  but  on  tiie  29th  the 
ground  was  so  tender  when  I  })assed  it, 
that  the  rear  of  my  own  small  colunni 
had  much  more  difficulty  than  the  front. 
In  going  up  the  face  of  the  heights  there 
were  passes  so  deep  that  my  own  horse 
fell  three  times,  unable  to  extricate  him- 
self. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  (General 
Whitelocke  had  obtained  any,  and  what 
information,  of  the  difficulties  which  you 
describe,  previous  to  landing  at  the  En- 
sinada? 

A.  I  remember  to  have  been  present 
when  General  Whitelocke  examined  a 
man,  previous  to  the  embarkation  at 
Monte  Video,  who  stated  the  road  to  be 
bad  at  alt  times,  and  attended  with  diffi- 
culty. He  particularly  questioned  him 
as  to  the  practicability  of  passing  witli  a 
wheel  carriage  through  the  morass  ;  and 
he  answered  that  the  Ensinada  was  the 
place  of  common  embarkation  for  people 
going  to  the  River  Plata:  and  that  it  was 
never  at  any  time  impracticable  to  pass 
that  way  with  a  carriage. 

Q.  Do  you  know  why  tlie  landing  was 
not  effected  in  some  other  part  of  the  ri- 
ver? 

A.  I  was  not  employed  in  reconnoi- 
tering  the  river.  Quarti  r-master-general 
Lieuttnant-c )' 
in  that  ^ervice. 

Q.  Can  you  state  the  reason  that  in- 
duced Crcneral  Whitelocke  to  land  at  tlie 
Ensinada  in  preference  to  any  other 
place  ? 

A.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  state  wliat 
motives  niav  have  induced  General 
Whitelocke  to  prefer  tiie  former. 
'  Q.  Do  you  know  wiiat  portion  of  com- 
missaries stores  for  victualling  the  army 
were  landed  at  tiie  time  ot  the  disembark- 
ation ? 

A.  Having  been  detached  before  all 
the  troops  were  landed,  I  have  no  know- 
ledge whatever  on  the  subject. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whetiitr  it  was  prac- 


ticable to  communicate  with  the  sea  from 
the  village  of  Reduction  ? 

A.  Tiie  public  dispatches  stale  that 
there  was  a  connnunication  at  that  place 
between  the  army  and  navy.  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  fact,  being  in  advance. 
Q.  When  you  began  your  march  on 
the  2d  of  July,  in  consequence  of  the  or- 
der from  General  AA'hitelocke,  \s  hat  force 
had  you  under  your  command  in  troops 
and  artillery  ? 

A.  I  cannot  exactly  tell.  I  should 
think  General  Craufurd"s  division  was 
something  under  nine  hundred  men — of 
the  36th  and  S8th  regiments.  As  many 
men  were  incapable  of  advancinu  from 
the  fatigue,  the  effective  men  leftwitli  us 
by  the  time  we  crossed  the  Cliuelo,  were 
very  much  reduced.  And  by  the  tiine  I 
got  to  Reduction,  I  was  obliged  to  leave 
one  hundred  and  fifty  there.  On  the 
succeeding  morning,  when  I  gave  the 
order  to  march,  Brigadier-general  Lum- 
ley  reported  to  me  that  there  were  a  vast 
manv  more  totally  unable  to  proceed. 
I  ordered  a.l  such  men  to  be  sent  up  to 
the  principal  division  of  the  army  at  Re- 
duction. There  remained  so  little  day- 
light to  execute  tiie  order  wliich  I  had 
received,  that  1  did  not  like  to  submit  to 
the  delay  which  the  collection  of  reguhu- 
returns  would  have  caused.  The  bad- 
ness of  the  horses,  and  the  difficulty 
of  the  pass  were  such,  that  with  the 
greatest  zeal  and  exertions,  on  the  part 
of  Captain  Frazer,  we  were  unable  to 
get  them  up  to  the  Coral  till  long  after 
the  action  had  ceased  that  evening. 

Q.  State,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  the 
nviuiber  of  troops  you  had  under  your 
command  at  that  time. 

A.  I  should  think  the  amount  of  these 
two  battalions  were  not  more  than  one 
thousand  men  fit  to  march. 

Q.  Having  slated  that  you  had  been 
informed  bv  (TciK^al  Whitelocke  that 
another  regiment  should  join  you  on  the 
march,  did  that  regiment  join  you? 

A.  It  never  joined  me  imtil  the  main 
body  cami;  up  on  the  3d. 

Q.  Having  been  directed  to  under- 
take such  important  operations  witli  th6 
forc-e  you  have  described,  wiiat  reports 
were  you  directed  to  make  to  General 
\\hitelocke  during  the  separation  of  the 
ailvance  guard  from  the  main  body  ? 
■    A.  I  do  not  remember  that  theVe  was 


TRIAL  OF  LIELTEKANT-CEN'ERAL  WHITEI.OC  KB. 


1« 


any  specific  order  on  that  subject.  When 
I  marched  on  the  2d,  Lieutenant-colonel 
Boiirke  informed  me  that  it  was  General 
\\  hitelocke's  intention  to  sujiport  me 
with  the  wiiole  army.  I  waited  till  ten 
o'clock  on  the  succeeding  day,  and  hear- 
ing nothing  of  the  main  division,  I  sent  an 
ofiicer,  willi  the  S7th  iiuht  company,  to 
endca\onr  to  iind  them  out.  lie  suc- 
ceeded, and  returned  with  the  main  di- 
vision. 

Q.  Do  you  know  to  what  distance  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke  marched  on  the  2d, 
with  the  main  body  of  the  army,  when 
he  found  the  line  of  oper„tion  of  the  ad- 
vanced guard  ? 

A.  Not  knowing  where  the  main  di- 
vision was  posted  on  the  night  of  llie  2d, 
I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any  directions 
from  General  Whitelocke  to  keep  up  a 
communication  with  the  main  body  of 
the  army,  during  ihe  separation,  through 
the  medium  of  patroles,  or  in  any  other 
manner  ? 

A.  None  wliatever.  I  considered  my 
order  to  make  my  lodgment  good  in  the 
suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres  peremptory ; 
and  I  should  have  attempted  it  under  any 
circumstances  whatsoever,  witliout  looli- 
ing  to  the  main  body  of  the  army  for  as- 
sistance. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  the  corps  under 
your  command,  alter  having  driven  a 
considerable  body  of  cavaUy  across  the 
Chuelo,  and  hearing  of  a  tormidablebody 
of  infantry  and  aiiiiU-ry  on  the  evening 
of  the  2d,  could  you  not  have  derived 
any  support  from  the  main  body  under 
General  Whitelocke,  had  the  circum- 
stances of  the  action  brought  your  corps 
into  imminent  danger  at  that  period  ? 

A.  Certainly  not.  There  was  no  as- 
sistance which  I  could  derive  from  a 
corps  on  the  right  i)anks  of  the  Chuelo, 
which  could  lia\e  availed  me  at  all  on 
that  niglit. 

Q.  State  what  appearance  of  hostility 
on  the  part  of  the  enen  v  you  obscrveci, 
or  heard  of,  between  your  landing  and 
taking  post  at  the  Coral? 

A.  Between  the  28tii,  and  the  morning 
of  the  2il,  1  saw  nothing  but  parlies  of 
the  peasantry  of  the  country,  who  were 
all  mounted,  and  kept  up  a  de-'Ultory  lire 
on  the  column,  except  when  lapproach- 
ed  the  village  of  lltduction,  where  I  saw 


so  considerable  a  number  of  these  men 
in  a  body,  that  1  formed  General  Crau- 
lurd's  division  into  a  line.  A  rapid  ad- 
vance drove  them  a  great  distance,  and 
1  took  up  my  jjosition  for  the  night,  with- 
out any  other  diliiculty  than  what  arose 
from  their  attempts  to  cut  off  sentries 
and  straggling  men.  When  we  were 
ascending  the  right  bank  of  the  Chuelo, 
on  the  morning  of  the  2d,  I  fell  in  w  ith  a 
considerable  ([uantily  of  cavalry,  perhaps 
six  iiuiidred,  many  of  whom  were  cloath- 
ed  uniformly,  and'  had  the  apj)earance  of 
regular  soidiers.  I  observed  iJie  leit 
bank  of  the  Chuelo  apparently  lined  with 
corps  of  infantry,  that  marched  by  their 
right  opposite  to  me  for  some  time,  ap- 
parently with  a  design  of  defending  the 
higli  ground  above  the  Chico  pass  over 
the  Chuelo,  I  out-marched  them  so  con- 
siderably that  they  were  foiled  in  that  at- 
tempt. 

Q.  Was  the  Chico  pass  the  pass  over 
which  tlie  advance  guard  under  your 
couunand  crossed  the  Chuelo.' 

A.   I  believe  so. 

Q.  ^Vhat  was  the  breadth  and  depth 
of  the  river  at  that  pass? 

A.  The  breadth  about  thirty  yards, 
and  the  depth  so  cor.siderable  I  was  ob- 
liged tu  unload  the  artillery,  and  carrj'  the 
ammunition  over  on  mens'  heads,  and  to 
oblige  the  infantry  to  carry  their  cart- 
ridge boxes  on  their  shoulders  to  prevent 
their  being  wet. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any,  and  what  in- 
telligence of  the  plans  and  movements  of 
the  enemv  between  the  period  ot  landing 
and  taking  post  at  the  Coral? 

A.  None  whatever.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  one^  every  house  was  deserted, 
and  every  man  actively  employed  in 
arms  against  us. 

Q.  If  vou  had  received  orders  from 
General  Whitelocke  to  inform  him  of 
the  discovery  of  the  ford,  and  you  had 
done  so,  how  many  hours  march  would 
it  take  foi'  the  main  body  to  arrive  at  the 
ford  ? 

A.  I  conceive  from  th.e  position  at  Ke- 
duction  the  distance  to  the  ford  is  very 
little  greater,  if  taken  in  a  direct  line, 
tiumfrom  the  one  from  wl;i:-h  I  advanced. 
It  occupied  me  about  four  hours  to  ar- 
rive at  the  ford:  when  I  arrived  there  I 
saw  General  \\  iiitelocke"-  division  at  a 
very  considerable  distuiicij  on  the  height?, 
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apparently  in  motion.  1  cannot  attempt 
to  gness  at  wliat  distance  it  then  was,  but 
it  was  so  gieal  we  could  not  po>itivi'ly 
ascertain,  willi  the  best  glasses,  wliellier 
it  did  muVe,  or  which  way. 

Adjourned  mitil  Monday,  Saturday 
being  the  Anniversary  of  King  Charles's 
Marivrdom. 


THIRD  DAY. 

MONDAY,    FEBRrARY,   1, 

The  Court  being  met  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment, a  petition  was  presented 
Vrom  Lieutenant-general  sir  J.  Dull, 
Knight,  praying  that  he  might  be  ex- 
cused further  attendance  as  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Court,  in  consequence 
of  the  indisposition  of  a  near  relation. 
He  was  accordingly  excused  attend- 
ing daring  the  remainder  of  the  trial. 

Major-general  Jolra  Livesan  Goxver 
again  called  and  examined. 

Q.  When  were  you  informed  that  the 
87th  regiment  would  not  join  you? 

A.  I  never  received  any  inform-ation 
upon  that  subject,  subsequent  to  the  de- 
livery of  that  order  by  Lieutemuit-colo- 
nel  Bourke. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  when  you 
marched  on  tl)e  2c\,  Lieutenant-colonel 
Bourke  informed  you  that  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  Lieutenant-general  W  hitelocke 
to  support  you  with  the  whole  of  the  army, 
wlien  v/ere  you  first  informed  that  Gene- 
ral Whitelocke  was  n.ot  following  your 
line  of  march,  and  that  you  wv're  ]H)t  to 
receive  the  support  you  were  promised? 

A.  I  did  !>ot  receive  any  inform.iiion 
that  Lieutenant-general  W  hitelocke  was 
not  lollowing  in  my  line  of  march,  but 
when  I  crossed  the  Chuelo  with  my  divi- 
sion, I  couid  then, with  my  spyingglass, 
discover  the  principal  division  of  the 
army  on  the  heights  at  a  very  considera- 
ble distance,  sj  great,  that  I  was  convin- 
ced tiiere  did  not  remain  sufllcierit  day- 
light to  enable  them  to  joii\  my  division. 

Q.  Had  you  any  intelligence  whether 
there  was  or  was  not  a  re.erve  formed 
from  the  main  body  of  the  army,  iiule- 
peiideut  of  the  division  under  General 
VV  hitelocke  ? 


A.  I  had  no  knowledge  whatever  on 
that  subject. 

Q.  What  was  the  general  face  of  the 
country  through  which  you  n)arched  ? 
Was  it  open  or  inclosed,  woody,  moun- 
tainous, or  plain? 

A.  From  the  position  I  had  taken  up 
on  the  night  of  the  iirst  it  was  perfectly 
open,  without  even  a  height  of  any  spe- 
cies. The  ground  rose  with  a  very  gen- 
tle elevation  from  the  banks  of  the  Chuelo 
towards  the  heights  on  which  the  village 
of  Reduction  was  seated,  and  which  ap- 
peared to  extend  in  a  direction  nearly 
parallel  with  the  course  of  the  Chuelo: 
during  that  part  of  the  march  we  had  to 
cross  a  very  considerable  number  of 
boggy  i)laces  which  rendered  the  passage 
tedious  and  difficult.  Having  crossed 
the  Chuelo,  the  Iirst  two  miles  of  the 
march  were  through  long  meadows,  the 
surface  of  which  was  wet,  but  linn.  W  e 
then  ascended  some  heights,  and  from 
thence  to  the  Coral  the  country  was 
strongly  inclosed  with  thick  bank§  and 
very  strong  ditches. 

Q_.  What  is  the  distance  from  the 
Chuelo  to  the  suburbs  of  the  Coral  de 
Miserere? 

A.  I  do  not  know  by  admeasurement ; 
it  occupied  me  three  hours  in  the  march. 
Q.  Can  you  tell  how  many  miles  with- 
out admeasurement  ? 

A.  I  should  think  between  six  and 
seven. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  what  is   the  distance  • 
from  the  bridge  over  the  Chuelo  to  the 
Chico  pass  > 
A.   I  cannot. 

Q.  Can  ) on  tell  how  many  days  pro- 
visions your  division  hail  when  you 
marched  from  the  Ensinacja? 

A.  'ih.ree  days  beef  and  bread,  and 
one  day's  spirits  : — not  when  we  nrarch- 
ed,  but  wf.en  we  landed  ;  one  day's  pro-- ! 
visions    having   been  consumed   durin:. 
the  march. 

Q.  Did  you    receive  any  supply  of; 
provisiops  horn   the  main  body    of  the 
anny,   or  from  the    fleet  during  your 
marcli  from  the  Ensinada  to  the  suburbs 
of  Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  None."  Except  a  small  quantity 
of  spirits  uot  worth  mentionmg,  as  it  was 
not  sufficient  for  the  consumption  of  one- 
third  of  tlie  army  for  one  day,  and  thi; 
\yas  brought  by  a  subaltern  oi'licer  ot  liie 
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36th  for  the  vise  of  his  own  corps.   Other- 
wise we  had  nothing, 

Q.  Did  you  obtain  any  supply  of  pro- 
visions from  tlie  country  duri'ng  your 
inarch? 

A.  On  the  2Sth  none;  on  the  29th 
and  30th  two  pionies,  (cattle  catchers) 
wiio  were  in  tlie  service  ot  ISrigadier- 
general  Linnley,  canj>ht  some  few  bul- 
Jocks.  On  the  l<t  July  my  men  had  no- 
thing until  we  caineto  a  position  at 
night;  when,  having  captmcd  some 
sheep,  they  were  divided  among  tiiem. 
On  driving  the  enemy  through  tlie  vil- 
lage of  Reduction,  Tgot  a  very  small 
quantity  of  bread,  but  so  small,' it  was 
hardly  worth  dividing.  On  the  2il  I  had 
uo  provisions ;  the  result  of  n)v  success 
on  that  night  was  the  capture" of  some 
bullocks,  and  as  nnich  bread  as  would 
serve  both  divisions  of  the  annv  tor  two 
♦lays,  as  reported  to  me;  but  IJeing  late 
when  we  came  to  our  position  none 
could  be  served  out  till  the  morning  of 
the  3d. 

Q.  Had  you  any,  and  what  informa- 
tion of  the  position  of  the  main  body 
of  the  Spanish  armv  on  the  niornins:  of 
tlie  2d?  "  " 

A.  I  have  already  stated  that  I  saw  a 
large  body  of  intaatrv  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Chuelo.  ^\'heti)er  tlu\t  composed 
the  main  body  of  the  army  or  not  1  do 
not  know.  1  had  no  othe'r  information 
on  the  subject. 

Q.  When  General  Whitelocke  came 
up  with  theniaia  body  on  the  3d,  did 
you  receive  any  information  from  hun 
respecting  a  reserve? 

A.  He  ordered  me  to  form  th.e  armv 
in  line,  and  then  I  discovered  that  tlie 
40th  regiment,  and  part  of  the  17th  light 
dragoons  dismounted,  were  absent  w'iiji 
Lieutenant-colonel  Mahon's  brigade. 

Q.  \\  ere  you  informed  by  General 
Whitelocke  where  these  regiments  were? 

A.  Subsequently,  at  his 7)wn  quarters, 
he  informed  me  that  he  had  ietl  tiiem  at 
the  village  of  Reduction,  but  for  what 
purpose  I  never  clearly  understuud. 

(i.  Of  what  regiments  did  Colonel 
Mahon's  brigade  consist,  exclusive  oi 
the  40th  foot  and  17lh  light  dratrooiis^ 

A.  I  am  not  sure  whether  the  4olh 
foot  was  not  attached  to  that  brigade. 
'I'here  were  four  dismounted  troops  of 
caialjiiieers.    Such  was  tlie  arran£reLneut 


wlien  I  had  the  last  commumcation  with 
the  main  division.  It  might  have  been 
altered  afterwards. 

Q.  \^  as  any  communication  opened 
with  the  reserve  under  Colonel  .\lahon, 
or  With  the  navy  previous  to  the  junction 
ot  the  main  body  with  the  advanced 
guard  on  the  3d  ■ 

A.  None  that  I  ever  heard  of. 

Q.  ^\'hat  information  respecting  tlie 
enemy's  force  or  otiier  arrangements  was 
obtained  from  the  prisoners  taken  on  the 
2d  r 

A.  I  obtained  very  litt'e  myself;  I 
was  present  at  very  few  of  their  exami- 
nations ;  the  inforniation  which  I  did  ob- 
tain was  that  until  midday  of  the  2d, 
the  wliole  of  the  enemy's  attention  was 
directed  to  the  sea  line  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
or  in  other  words,  to  the  line  of  the  Pluta 
and  to  the  banks  of  the  Chuelo  :  thatiuntil 
alj'jiit  that  time  it  was  reported  thai  lliey 
liad  intended  to  remove  their  guns,  antl 
collect  the  principal  part  of  tluiir  force 
towards  the  center  of  the  town,  and  de- 
feiul  their  streets  by  moveable  colunins. 

Q.  By  whom  were  the  prisoners  exa- 
mined, and  where? 

A.  'i'hey  were  examined  at  General 
^^'hiteloc•ke's  (quarters,  1  believe  gene- 
rally by  himself. 

Q.  Was  there  any  examination  of  the 
prisoners  previous  "to  General  Wmtt> 
locke's  arrival  on  tlieod?  - 

A.  No  regular  one  bv  mvself.  I 
spoke  to  several  of  thum ;  but  their  in- 
formation seemed  to  me  so  little  satisfac- 
tory, and,  from  their  statement,  that  the 
enemy  w  ere  ui  ti.e  act  of  adopting  new 
measures  when  they  marciied,  I  gave 
myself  very  little  Irouule  about  it. 

Q.  \\  ere  there  any,  and  what  mea- 
sures taken  in  the  interim  after  the  arri- 
val of  the  main  body  on  the  3d,  to  (he 
nigiit  of  the  -ilh,  to  insure  success  to  the 
operations  against  the  town  on  the  Mh? 

A.  'I'lie  question  is  so  general  that  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  answer  it.  What 
other  oliicers  were  ordered  to  do  1  can- 
not tell. 

Q.  What  measures  were  taken  bv 
General  Whilelocketo  yonr  knowledge? 

A.  General  Whiiciockc  onicied  i.'iat 
all  ofiiceis  coir.maiuliiig  brigades  and  re- 
giments should  attenil  at  his  quarters  on 
the  moniing  of  (luf  4th.  When  there, 
the  orders  were  delivered  to  Iheni  wiiich 
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were  to  be  put  in  execution  on  the  next 
inorning;  and  they  were  directed  to 
give  every  information  they  could  of  the 
particular  partition  of  the  town  wliich 
was  allotted  to  them  in  the  first  instance. 
All  the  tools  which  conld  be  colU.cti-d, 
that  were  applicable  to  forcing  doors 
and  windows,  were  directed  to  be 
searched  for  :  a  detail  of  the  attack  was 
published  in  Creiieral  Whili'locke's  let- 
ter, but  1  cannot  sufticiently  recollect 
the  minntc  parts  of  it  to  venture  to  de- 
tail it  from  memory. 

Q.  Had  the  plan  of  attack  been  com- 
municated by  General  Whitelocke  to 
any  one,  to  your  knowledge,  previous 
to  the  meeting  on  the  morning  of  the 
4th? 

A.  Certainly.  It  was  communicated 
to  myself,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe 
to  several  others. 

Q.  On  what  day  previous  to  the  4th  ? 

A.  On  the  evening  of  tlie  3d  to  my- 
self generally,  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
4th  to  others. 

Q.  Would  not  the  command  of  the 
army  have  devolved  upon  yon  if  anv 
thing  had  happened  to  General  Vv  hite- 
locke  ? 

A.  Certainly,  as  the  senior  staff  ofli- 
cer  present,  according  to  the  custom  of 
the  service,  but  not  in  consequence  of 
any  dormant  coiumission  or  provision 
for  tliat  purpose. 

Q.  Had  you  any  confidential  com- 
munication with  General  Whitelocke  of 
the  intention  of  government  in  sending 
out  the  expedition"-  and  was  General 
VVhitelocke's  ])lau  of  ojjeralions  comnui- 
iiicatcd  to  yon  so  as  to  enable  you  to  as- 
sist in  carrving  it  into  execution  ? 
-  A.  General  Whitelocke  was  pleased 
to  shew  nie  the  instructions  under  which 
)ie  acted  in  an  early  period  of  the  voy- 
age. They  were  volumirous,  and  I  have 
y  very  indistinct  recollection  of  the  mat- 
ter contained  in  them.  I  have  already 
stated  tirat  1  never  heard  of  any  thing 
5;ke  a  plan  ol  operations  on  tiie  river 
3^l:ite. 

t^.  W'vrc  you  ever  in  orders  as  second 
in  comnuind.  or  had  you  a  letter  of  ser- 
vice a'ppoiuting  \o'i  as  such  r 

A.  i  liad  Jio  otii«  r  letter  of  service  but 
that  of  M;ijor-geiu'ral  on  the  staff.  On 
General  W  iiitelocke's  arrival  at  Monte 
Video,  in  noliiyiiitj  lo  the  troop>  hi-,  own 


appointment  as  Commander-in-chief,  he 
described  me  as  a  Major-general  second 
in  command.  In  the  latter  part  of  the 
service  L  commanded  a  brigade. 

Q.  Can  yon  state  to  the  Court  why 
the  attack  on  Buenos  Ayres  was  not 
made  on  the  4th? 

A.  Not  correctly. 

Q.  Did  yon  receive  any  c^cneral,  and 
what  information  from  General  White- 
locke on  that  point? 

A.  On  the4tli,  when  the  orders  were 
giv(;n  out,  it  appeared  to  be  the  general 
wisli  of  tlie  officers  who  were  to  command 
divisions  that  they  should  have  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day  to  reconnoitre  their 
posts;  and  then  it  was,  I  believe,  that 
General  Wiiitelocke  had  definitively  fix- 
ed the  following  morning  for  the  attack. 
I  have  already  stated  that  he  informed 
me  that  he  meant  to  summon  the  town 
a  second  time,  and  would  do  so  before 
he  made  the  attack.  He  did  so  on  tlie 
morning  of  the  4th. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  General  White- 
locke joined  the  advanced  guard  about 
two  o'clock  on  the  3d  with  the  main 
body,  can  yon  tell  wiiy  the  town  was  not 
summoned  that  same  evening? 

A.  I  cannot. 

Q.  Wi.'re  you  at  any  time  informed  by 
General  NVhitelocke  why  the  attack  was 
not  made  on  the  4th  ? 

A.  1  have  stated  all  that  I  knew  on 
that  subject  already. 

Here  a  question  was  proposed  by  one 
of  the  members  of  the  Court,  the  pur- 
port of  which  was  not  made  public,  and 
upon  which  the  Court  was  cleared. 
After  about  forty  minutes  deliberation 
the  question  was  withdrawn,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings were  resumed. 

Cross-examined    hi/  Lieutenant-general 
/rhiichcke. 

Q.  Did  tlie  information  yon  received, 
or  the  knowledge  vou  had  of  the  dispo- 
sition of  the  inhabitants,  induce  you  to 
think  it  would  be  safe  to  leave  a  small 
body  of  troops  at  Colonia  ? 

A.  Colonia  was  nearly  deserted  by  its 
inhabitants,  therefore  it  was  of  no  mo- 
ment. The  information  I  had  went  to 
considerable  bodies  of  armed  men  which 
hv.\  appeared  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Q.  VVhat  was  the  disposition  of  -tb* 
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inhabitants  of  the  country,  and  what  in- 
ionnation  were  they,  more  or  less,  iu- 
chned  to  give  us? 

A.  More  implacable  hostility  than  I 
did  conceive  possible  till  1  saw  it;  except 
one  smuggler,  who  was,  I  belie'.e,  by 
birth  a  Portugues'",  I  do  not  think  there 
was  one  man  attached  to  the  British 
cause  in  all  Spanish  America,  as  far  as 
my  observation  went. 

Q.  Were  not  tiie  civil  authorities  con- 
sidered, according  to  the  best  informa- 
tion, tlie  persons  who  caused  the  insur- 
rection against  General  Beresford?  and 
were  they  not  considered  most  com- 
pletely hostile  to  us? 

A.  Certainly.  I  considered  it  so.  I 
understood  the  court  of  Audiensia  usurp- 
ed nearly  the  whole  power  and  autho- 
rity of  the  country. 

Q.  Did  you  not  consider  the  court  of 
Audiensia  no  part  of  the  civil  authorities 
alluded  to  in  the  summons? 

A.  I  did. 

Gem  nil  irhittlnrke.  "  As  I  sliall 
make  use  of  General  Gower  in  the  course 
of  my  defence,  1  shall  not  trouble  hun 
with  further  questions  at  present." 

Examined  by  the  Court. 

Q.  Did  General  Whitelocke  inform 
you  how  you  were  to  provide  supplies 
for  the  men  after  the  provisions  with 
which  they  landed  had  been  consumed? 

A.   1  had  no  orders  on  that  subject. 

Q.  After  the  arrival  of  Gen.  White- 
locke at  Monte  Video,  in  what  manner 
was  the  interval  employed,  and  what 
measures  were  adopted  to  enable  the 
army  to  proceed  m  the  attack  of  Buenos 
Ay  res  ?  What  information  was  obtained 
wilii  respt-ct  to  the  country  he  was  to 
pass  over  ?  What  measures  were  taken 
to  procure  horses  for  the  cavalry,  for 
the  artillery,  and  for  transportnig  pro- 
visions? 

A.  General  Whitelocke  arrived  in  the 
Plate  on  the  9th  May,  on  the  J  th  he 
took  the  command  of  the  troops.  The 
force  was  then  divided  into  two  divi- 
sions; the  one  stationed  at  Coionia  un- 
der Lieutenant-colonel  PacK  of  the  7 1st 
regiment,  consisted  of  a  subaltLrn  ofti- 
oer's  detachment  ot  artillery,  a  few  dis- 
inounted  dragoons,  three  companies  of 
tiie  y5th,   the  light  coninaai*;*  of  the 


38lh,  40th,  47th,  and  87th,  with  four  or 
five  companies  of  tlie  battalion  of  the 
40'Ji.  llie  other  division  of  the  army 
occupied  Monte  Video  widi  its  suburbs, 
and  some  detached  posts.  On  the  20tli 
May,  General  Whitelocke  ordered  me 
to  communicate  to  rear-admiral  Stirling, 
then  the  saiior  naval  oflicer  in  the  Plate, 
that  he  wished  an  arrangement  of  trans- 
ports to  be  made  for  the  reception  of 
10,000  men,  on  their  passage  to  Buenos 
Ayres  ;  lor  tonnage  for  eighteen  pieces 
of  light  artillery  with  their  proportion  of 
ammunhion,  carriages,  &c.  for  two  bat- 
teries ot  heavy  artillery,  and,  lbelieve,for 
provisions  for  twenty-onedays  for  10,000 
men.  Ihe  estimates  for  dead  weight 
and  stowage  of  the  officers  at  the 
head  of  eacii  branch  of  the  service  were 
collected  and  delivered  to  rear-admiral 
Stirling.  All  the  horses  which  could  be 
obtained  on  the  leit  bank  of  the  Plate  be«- 
tween  Coionia  and  Monte  Video  were 
procured;  but  the  enemy  had  driven 
that  country  with  so  much  success,  that 
very  few  of  a  tolerable  description  re- 
mained; and  even  these,  never  having 
been  accustomed  to  eat  dry  forage  or 
corn,  were  almost  useless.  Eight  trans- 
ports were  cleared  for  the  reception  of 
such  horses  as  were  procured,  and  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke  called  upon  all  British 
subjects  there,  whether  olficers  or  civi- 
lians, to  give  up  all  the  horses  that  coulii 
be  possibly  spared  for  the  public  service- 
^^'hat  number  were  procured,  or  for 
whi,  h  description  of  the  service,  I  do 
not  know.  On  the  24th  May,  there  was 
a  report  of  a  very  considerable  corps  of 
the  enemy,  estimated  at  four  thousand 
men,  having  crossed  from  Buenos  Ayres.. 
and  it  was  stated  that  the  merchants  had 
lost  all  power  of  transporting  ihe  mer* 
chandize  into  the  country,  fiom  being 
constantly  plundered  by  these  people. 
On  the  12lh  June,  Lieutenant-colon^^l 
Backhouse,  who  commanded  an  outpost 
at  Calalines,  retired  to  Monte  Video, 
owing  to  the  number-  of  the  enemy  that 
appeared  in  that  vicinuy.  During  the 
whole  of  that  period,  the  garrison  of 
Moiite  Video  were  employed  in  em- 
barking their  various  stores,  and  in  fur- 
nishing the  working  parties  with  mate- 
rials for  the  defence  of  the  place.  I  was 
present  at  General  VVhitelocke's  quar- 
ters at  various  periods  duriog  that  tune, 
D  s  ' 
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when  he  examined  three  or  four  men 
who  professed  to  know  the  country  be- 
tween the  Ensinada  and  Buenos  Ayres, 
the  vicinity  of  Chiles,  and  all  the  various 
points  uiiere  it  was  possible  to  land. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  Fly  sloop  of  war. 
Lieutenant-colonel  BourlvC  was  sent  up 
the  river  to  recoimoitre  the  banks  :  he 
reported,  on  his  return,  that  the  Ensinada 
de  Barrage;!  appeared  the  most  advan- 
tageous place  tor  landing,  and  the  ene- 
my did  not,  at  that  time,  appear  to  be  at 
all  jealous  of  him. 

Q.  AVere  there  any  means  taken  to 
procure  a  supply  of  provisions  on  the 
march,  beyond  that  for  the  three  days,  as 
already  mentioned  > 

A.  Not  that  !  know  of. 

Q.  Was  it  communicated  to  you  in 
orders,  or  in  any  other  manner,  the 
movement  of  (lie  rest  of  the  army,  when 
You  were  ordered  to  advance  on  the 
29th  and  30th  ? 

A.  On  the  29th  I  was  ordered  not  to 
move  til!  the  main  division  of  the  army 
came  up.  On  the  30th,  the  same  thing. 
General  Whitelocke  then  asked  me  if  I 
could  reach  the  village  of  Reduction 
that  night.  I  told  him  it  was  impossible 
for  me  to  sav,  but  I  would  try.  He  then 
acquainted  lue  that  he  would  remain  at 
the  point  from  wiiich  I  was  going  to 
march,  until  the  morning.  When  I  had 
marched  about  four  miles,  I  found  the 
battalions  of  General  Lumley's  brigade 
so  totally  exhausted,  that,  if  I  had  ad- 
vanced further,  I  should  have  left  the 
greater  proirortion  of  thtni  behind.  I 
ordered  them  to  remain  there  till  next 
mornirg.  I  reported  the  circumstance 
to  General  Whi'elocke,  and  he  approved 
of  what  1  had  done.  General  Whitelocke 
joined  m-e  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock 
on  the  first  of  July  with  his  division, 
and  the  two  divisions  marched  together 
for  a  short  distance.  It  was  evident  that 
the  column  would  be  very  late  before  it 
could  reach  Reduction,  supposing  that 
place  was  at  the  distance  descyibed  by 
the  guides.  The  men,  particularly  those 
of  General  Lumley's  brigade,  were  very 
njuch  exhausted,  and  General  White- 
locke, to  give  them  a  chance  of  getting 
on  with  more  rapidity,  ordered  all  the 
blankets  of  the  army  to  be  thrown  down, 
and  thatj  with  the  anriy  thus  lightened. 


I   should  attempt   to  get  towards   the 
Chuelo,  beyond  Reduction. 
Adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


FOURTH   DAY. 

TUESDAY,  FEBRUARY  2. 

The  Court  being  met,  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment, Major-general  Gower  was 
again  called,  and  further  examined 
by  the  Court. 

Q.  Was  the  country,  from  the  En- 
sinada to  Buenos  Ayres,  so  Utile  fre- 
quented, that  a  perfect  knowledge  of  it 
might  not  have  been  obtained  at  Monte 
Video,  as  well  as  men  found  who  might 
have  been  forced  to  guide  the  army  ? 

A.  I  should  conceive  that  the  road  from 
the  Ensinada  to  Buenos  Ayres,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  former  bemg  the  place 
at  which  all  the  large  ships  employed  in 
the  commerce  of  the  latter  were  laid  up, 
was  well  known.  I  was  not  at  all  em- 
ployed relative  to  obtaining  intelligence 
on  that  point.  For  my  own  private  in- 
formation, I  tried  to  collect  what  1  could, 
but  could  not  lind  any  body  that  coulcl 
speak  very  exactly  on  the  subject  at 
Monte  Vitleo. 

The  question  being  repeated,  Lieute- 
nant-general Sir  John  Moore  said, 

"  AVe  all  know  that  there  may  be 
found  a  thousand  persons  who  know  the 
road  from  London  to  Windsor  jjerfectly 
well,  and  yet  would  not  be  inclined  to 
point  it  out  to  an  enemy;  but  might  be 
made  to  do  so  by  putting  a  halter 
round  their  neck,  and  threatening  to  hang 
them.  What  is  meant  by  the  question 
is,  was  there  nobody  to  be  found  whom 
you  could  force  to  guide  the  army  ? 

A.  There  was  but  one  man  who  ever 
professed  to  know  the  road  ;  and  he  was 
carried  up  with  the  army.  All  the 
others  I  pressed  upon  the  subject,  stated, 
that  they  had  always  gone  in  small  ves- 
sels to  Buenos  Ayres,  and  never  landed 
at  the  Ensinada  de  Barragon. 

Q.  Was  there  much  intercourse  be- 
tween Monte  Video  and  Buenos  Ayres 
before  the  former  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  English? 
A.  1  conceive,^  of  course,  there  must 
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have  been  a  communication,  as  Buenos 
Ayres  was  the  scat  ot  government,  and 
Monte  Video  dependent  upon  it.  Of 
course  there  must  have  been  an  inter- 
course between  the  principal  and  its  de- 
pendent government.  Tiie  usual  mode 
of.comnuinication  was  by  water.  I  do 
not  believe  the  people  ever  go  willingly 
to  tlie  En^irlada  to  travel  from  thence 
by  land  to  Buenos  Ayres. 

Q.  I'he  inarch  of  the  army  on  the  29th, 
and  30ti!  June,  and  1st  of  July,  seems  to 
have  been  in  two  divisions  on  the  same 
rout.  Did  you  conceive  it  to  be  so  on 
the  second  ? 

A.  1  did;  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
variation  which  must  have  happened, 
from  tlie  main  division,  as  well  as  my 
own,  conimencmg  its  march  from  the  left 
Jiank,  from  a  point  about  three  miles  m 
the  rear  of  the  one  from  whence  I  had 
mnrched.  I  had  a  specii'ic  duty  to  per- 
form, and  did  not  co.isider  tiiat  I  had 
any  di-cretionary  power,  and  certainly 
expected  tiie  army  to  follow  me. 

Q.  With  the  corps  composing  the 
advance  guard,  had  you  a  lietachinent  of 
the  17th  light  dragoons  or  carabineers, 
mounted?  If  you  had  not,  state  where 
these  corps  were,  and  to  wliat  column 
atiachedr 

A.  I  saw,  on  the  29tb,  about  thirty 
horsjs,  in  the  possession  of  the  17th 
light  dragoons,  that  could  be  called  tit 
for  duly.  Wnat  became  of  ti.e  rest  I 
know  not.  Ot  these  I  had  twelve,  and 
in  two  days  time  there  were  not  six  of 
tliese  horses  fit  for  duty.  The  only 
luouuted  carabineers  I  had  were  three 
orderlies  on  my  own  horses.  The  horses 
of  that  country  never  eatuig  dry  corn, 
are  soon  knocked  up. 

Q.  Was  the  country  such  as  to  have 
admitted  the  march  of  the  army  in  se- 
veral parallel  columns,  and  thus  have 
shortened  the  time  of  march? 

A.  From  the  iuisinada  to  the  heights 
I  never  could  iliid  more  than  one  road, 
though  I  tried  in  every  direction.  From 
Ensinada  to  the  Chuelo  every  part  of 
the  road  was  sufficiently  good  tor  the 
march  of  troops  from  the  heights  of  the 
Chuelo:  it  seemed  equally  lit  in  all 
parts  :  there  seemed  to  be  not  more  im- 
pediment jn  one  place  than  in  the  other  • 
and  all  the  roads  from  Cheglo  to  Buenos 
Ayres  seemed  equally  practicable  in  all 


directions :    and  there  were   then  two 
roads  to  the  suburbs. 

Q.  Can  you  state  the  reason  why  the 
passage  of  the  river  was  nut  attempted 
at  the  bridge  ? 

A.  1  do  not  know  exacUy.  The 
Ijridge  was  described  to  be  of  wood,  and 
in  ihe  directiofi  in  which  it  was  sup- 
posed to  lie,  there  w  as  a  verv  large  tire, 
which  the  officers,  who  had  been  before 
at  Buenos  Ayres,  and  the  guide  who  was 
with  rae,  believed  to  be  the  bridge  on 
fire. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  bridge 
was  or  was  not  reconnoitred? 

A.  Not  by  me  certainly.  I  did  not 
arrive  until  nearly  dark  the  night  before, 
and  [  received  my  orders  to  march  at 
nine  o\lock  next  morning.  The  bridge 
from  my  post  was,  I  believe,  about  the 
distance  of  five  or  sixmHes:  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  had  or  had  not  been  re- 
connoitred. 

Q,  Was  it  not  possible  to  ascertain 
wh;-ther  the  bridge  was  or  was  not  ou 
fire? 
_  A.  Certainly  -.  by  marching  a  consi- 
derable botly  of  men  towards  it,  we  could 
have  ascertained  it ;  but  the  enemy  had 
such  bodies  of  cavalry  between  us  and  it, 
that  nothing  but  a  considerable  force 
could  have  approached  it. 

Q.  Had  the  march  of  the  army  been 
m  several  columns,  might  not  the  whole 
have  arrived  at  the  Chuelo  on  the  2ud, 
and  passed  it  with  the  advanced  guard  ? 

A.  1  know  no  reason  why  they  should 
not.  The  regiment  least  capable  of 
marching  was  the  SSth,  that  was  witli 
me  ;  they  had  among  them  a  vast  num- 
ber of  very  young  men,  many  of  them 
had  been  nearly  a  year  on  board  trans- 
ports. The  36th,  being  a  stouter  body 
of  men,  did  not  fail  so  much,  but  were 
very  much  fatigued.  The  old  regiments 
that  were  with  us,  who  had  been  inured 
to  hard  labour  in  that  country,  were  evi- 
dently much  more  equal  to  the  fatigue 
than  men  so  lately  landed. 

Q.  Do  you  think  any  material  ad- 
vantage might  have  been  derived  by  the 
whole  army  passing  the  river  and  attack- 
ing the  enemy  on  the  2d? 

General  VVhitelocke  objected  to  this 
question,  as  merely  a  question  of  opinion 
and  not  of  etfect.  The  Judge  Advocate 
resisted  the  objection,  upon  the  grounds 
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that  it  materially  went  to  a  particular  act, 
1"he  question,  tlierefore,  was  repeated. 

A.  I  believe  they  would  have  rarried 
Buenos  Ayres.  Had  tl.e  e  been  a  force 
to  have  -upported  the  impiession  !nade 
by  the  light  battalion,  I  am  conviuced 
\veshoul(^  have  carried  the  place. 

Q.  Did  you  report  to  the  commander 
oftiie  forces  the  want  of  provisions  on 
the  1st  of  July  r  and  in  what  manner  did 
you  propose  to  provision  vour  cm  ps  ? 

A.  Onthti  1st  ot  Julvt'TeueranVhite- 
locke  saw  my  corps  h:niselt,  and  remark- 
ed the  very  exhausted  state  ot  tlie  88tli 
regiment.  He  told  me  he  expected  I 
should  catclia  suflicient  cjuant'^^y  of  bul- 
locks with  the  advanced  guard,  not 
only  to  supply  myself  but  his  column 
also. 

Q.  Could  not  provisions  for  the  army 
have  been  conveyed  in  Ijoals,  and  a 
communication  openc;!  with  them  r 

A.  The  only  point,  1  believe,  between 
the  Ensinada  and  the  Chuelo,  where 
provisions  could  be  landed,  was  under 
the  village  of  Reduction  :  by  the  descrip- 
tion I  have  iiad  of  the  river,  I  believe, 
the  victuallers  themselves  might  have 
come  close  in.  What  difficulty  the  pas- 
sage of  the  morass,  from  the  village  to 
the  shore,  might  present,  I  do  not 
know. 

Q.  In  the  orders  delivered  to  the  ge- 
neral officers  on  the  4th  of  July,  for  the 
attack  on  Ruenos  Ayres,  what  station 
was  allotted  to  you } 

A.  1  was  oraered  by  General  White- 
locke  to  be  at  the  Coral  before  the  hour 
at  which  the  cannonading  was  to  com- 
mence, and  to  wait  there  till  he  arrived, 
and  then  I  should  receive  his  orders. 

Q.  Were  the  orders  or  instructions 
give:,  to  the  general  officers  on  that 
morning  verbal  or  written  ? 

A.  llie  orders  to  me  were  verbal. 
Each  general  officer  and  each  field  of- 
ficer copied  the  order. 

Q.  Was  it  then,  or  at  any  other  time, 
comnumicated  to  the  general  officers 
and  officers  commanding  in  the  attack, 
the  station  of  the  commander  of  the 
forces,  in  case  they  should  have  to  report 
to  him? 

A.  I  do  not  remember  that  it  was.  It 
might  have  been  without  my  knowledge. 
It  was  not  communicated  at  the  time  of 
delivering  the  orders,  to  the  best  of  my 
i-ecoUection. 


Q.  Did  you  yourself,  oh  the  morning 
of  the  4t!i,  eXjjrt-ss  a  wish  to  postpone  the 
attack  till  the  5th,  in  order  to  reconnoitre 
}our  post? 

A.  I  (lid  not. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any,  and  what 
orders  to  'oikct  horses  tor  the  Driillery 
at  Coloiiia  ? 

A.  Certainly  not.  The  order  I  re- 
ceived was  verbal.  I  do  not  remember 
it  literally,  but  the  inipression  it  made 
on  my  mind,  and  which  I  still  have,  was, 
that  the  great  object  of  mv  being  sent  to 
Colonia  was  to  expedite  the  junction  of 
that  division  of  troOj^s  in  the  shortest 
possible  time,  le,-t  bad  weather  should  set 
in,  and  the  transports  be  damaged  m  their 
then  exposed  situation. 

Question  b::  the-  Fnsidcnt.  As  se- 
cond in  command,  were  you  consulted 
on  the  mode  oi  attack  to  be  made  on  the 
town  of  Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  I  was.  On  the  evening  of  the  3d, 
General  Whitelutke  sert  an  order  that  I 
should  come  to  his  quarters.  He  then 
asked  me  if  i  had  anv  idea  how  the  town 
should  be  attacked  ?  I  stated,  that  having 
marched  for  that  purpose  the  preceding 
fiay,  I  had  thought  upon  the  subject. 
He  asked  me  if  I  had  put  my  ideas  upon 
paper;  I  said  I  had,  and  he  desired  to 
see  them.  1  had  not  the  paper  then  with 
me ;  but  he  directed  me  to  br.ng  it, 
v^'hich  I  did,  and  delivered  it  to  him. 

Q.  W  as  there  any  considerable  varia- 
tion in  your  plan  and  that  adopted  by 
General  White! ocke. 

A.  Yes.  Mme  having'been  made  in 
the  march,  before  I  knew  that  the  40th 
foot  and  17th  light  dragoons  would  not 
be  then%  I  had  included  them. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  difference  i;i 
the  plan  ? 

A.  My  first  idea  was  an  attack  in  co- 
lumns from  a  central  point.  There  would 
have  been  a  consequent  deployment  pre- 
vious to  the  attack ;  but  as  the  attack 
was  made  in  line,  consequently  there 
was  no  deployment.  The  basis  of  my 
plan  was  very  similar  to  that  of  General 
Whitelocke,  and  I  cannot  call  the  dif- 
feience  \ery  great. 

Q.  What  was  the  distance  between 
the  village  of  Reduction  and  your  divi- 
sion on  the  night  of  the  l^t  of  July  ? 

A.  Between  three  and  four  miles. 

Q.  Was  the  nature  of  the  country  such 
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that  the  rout  taken  by  your  corps  could 
have  been  iseen  at  the  village  at  Reduc- 
tion on  the  morning  of  the  2d  ? 

A.  I  should  think  so.  I  saw  t^ie  prin- 
cipal column  (luring  the  greater  purt  of 
the  tiay,  and  apparently  after  they  had 
quitted  the  village  oi  I'.kUiclion.  I  sup- 
pose, of  course,  they  could  have  seen 
us. 

Q.  Was  there  a  free  communication 
between  the  main  body  of  the  army  and 
the  troops  under  your  command  on  the 
evening  of  tiie  ist? 

A.  'I'here  was  no  communication  on 
that  night.  During  the  whole  period  of 
the  march  it  was  impossible  to  communi- 
cate-A'ith  any  t.'leiable  safety. 

Q.  Had  you  an)  guide  with  you  on 
the  mornmg  of  tlie  2d,  to  shew  you  thw 
way  to  the  Chico-pass? 

A.  I  had  a  man  with  me  who  professed 
to  know  the  road.  Brigadier-general 
Craufurd  also  captured  an  Indian  on  the 
previous  night,  and  buth  seemed  certain 
of  its  e.xistence,  but  not  of  its  e.xact  po- 
sition. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  on  which  side 
the  river  General  Liuiers  had  taken  bis 
position,  in  order  to  defend  the  passage 
of  the  bridge? 

A.  His  batteries  were  certain! v  all  on 
the  western  side.  I  have  heard  it  re- 
porled,  that  he  advanced  over  the  bridge 
with  some  infantry,  but  do  not  invself 
believe  that  any  consitlerable  nuniber 
passed  in  our  p;esence. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  Buenos  Ayres 
would  have  been  carried  had  General 
"Whitelock  followed  your  line  of  march, 
and  passed  the  Chico-ibrd  on  the  2d, 
when  you  did  ;  state  the  grounds  of  thai 
opinion. 

A.  It  is  grounded  on  the  information 
which  I  then  procured  from  the  persons, 
as  1  before  stated,  that  the  whole  oi  the 
enemy's  attention  and  means  of  defence, 
had,  at  as  late  a  period  as  twelve  o'clock 
on  that  day,  been  directed  towards  the 
line  of  the  Chuelo  and  the  Plata:  and 
consequently  the  entrance  of  a  body  of 
troops  into  the  town  by  the  western  side, 
was,  by  them,  totally  une.xpected  and 
unprovided  against. 

Q.  Was  the  plan  of  attack  ordered 
on  the  4th,  objected  to  by  any  of  the 
principal  officers  of  the  army } 


A.  C'.Mtainly  not.  I  ijelievc  every 
body  was  conlident  of  success. 

Q.  When  General  VVhitelockc  joined 
you  on  the  third,  did  he  assign  any  causti 
why  he  did  not  give  you  that  sujjport 
you  l.ad  been  indiiced  to  e.\pect,  ironi 
the  message  delivered  to  you  by  Lieute- 
nant-colonel Hourke  .> 

A.  I  understood  from  him,  that  tiie 
cause  of  iiis  not  arriving  sooner  at  tiie 
Coral  was,  that  th.e  guide  had  lost  his 
way. 

Q.  Were  the  officers  encouraged  by 
any  thing  that  fell  Irom  tiie  conunander 
of  the  forces,  to  stale  any  objection  to 
the  plan  of  attack,  if  ihey  had  any  ? 

A.  Certainly;  and  i  did  not  hear  the 
slightest  disappiol)ation. 

Q.  Did  they  express  their  approbation 
of  it? 

A.  I  was  so  particularly  s'tuated  with 
the  compiander  of  the  lorees,  that  1  had 
very  little  ])ersonal  communication  with 
any  of  tliem.  With  the  few  I  had,  they 
did  e.Npress  their  approbation. 

Q.  What  was  the  peculiar  situation  to 
which  you  allucie? 

A,  1  have  nodifiiculty  in  answering  the 
question.  General  Whitelocke  was  e.\- 
titmely  jealous  of  the  interference  of  any 
of  the  inferior  officers  ;  and  I  had  it  re- 
marked to  me  on  that  day,  that  he  had 
expressed  it  to  the  commandiiig  ofiicer 
of  (Migineers,  by  forbidding  him  to  speak 
to  me,  because,  he  said,  1  'had  been  paid 
more  attention  to  than  himself.  Therefore 
I  was  precluded  from  any  comnuniicatioii 
With  them,  and  would  not  venture  to  act 
in  any  way  without  a  specilic  order. 

Q.  Will  you  state  whether  voxi  recol- 
lect any  conversation  taking  place 
among  the  general  officers,  respecting 
the  orders  of  the  4lh  of  July,  or  ;:ny  ol> 
servations  made  by  Brigadier-general 
Lumley,  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of 
General  \\'hite:ocke. 

A,  There  was  nothing  relative  to  these 
orders  passed,  but  in  the  presence  and 
hearing  of  General  ^Vhitclocke.  TJiere 
was  a  very  general  discussion  relative  to, 
the  hour,  as  the  degree  of  light,  and  the 
time  of  the  attack,  was  considered  ot  great 
importance.  To  the  best  of  mv  recol- 
lection, there  was  a  question  put  by 
General  i.umley,  whether  the  respective 
columns  were  to  persevere  in  arriving  at 
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and  maintaining  the  respective  points  to 
wh;ch  they  were  directec!,  under  any  un- 
fores^-en  circumstances  of  loss  or  difficul- 
ty ?  And  it  was  answered  by  General 
VV'iiitelocke  himself,  tiiat  tliey  were  not 
to  riscjue  loss  ;  and,  if  it  was  necessary, 
tliev  sliould  deviate  or  go  away  from  the 
point :  tiiey  were  to  take  care  not  to 
crois  the  lire  of  the  ailillery  which  would 
be  pjbttd  in  the  streets.  I  think  there 
was  some  more  g>'neral  conversal'on, 
but  I  am  not  quite  correct  from  whom 
or  to  wh:>.t  eil'ect. 

Q.  Were  there  any  orders  given  for 
tlie  point  of  retreat,  il  retreat  should  be- 
come necessary  ? 

A.  No  general  ones  that  I  know  of. 
I  understood  thai  the  Residencia,  which 
uas  considered  a  stro:ig  defensible  posi- 
tion, was  the  place  for  the  riglit  wing  to 
tall  back  upon  in  case  of  accidents ;  and 
the  Plaza  del  Toros,  if  it  was  carrit- d,  tor 
the  left  flank. 

Q.  Explain  what  you  mean  by  saying 
there  was  an  understanding  that  the 
places  you  mention  should  be  the  places 
ior  eacii  division  of  the  army  to  retreat, 
to  according  to  their  situation  ? 

A.  I  considered  that  it  was  supposed 
to  be  desirable  that  the  army,  lor  which 
there  remained  no  more  provisions, 
should  at  all  events,  if  possible,  get  into 
such  a  situation,  that  they  might  liave  a 
chance  of  communicating  with  the  navy, 
pomts  such  as  the  Residencia  and 
Plaza  del  Toros  offere.'.  'Uie  plan  was 
to  direct  the  retreat  of  ihe  columns  olit 
of  the  town  to  the  westward.  1  believe 
this  to  have  been  the  reason  that  it  was 
more  d.-sirable,  if  possible,  for  each  v.ing 
to  give  way  to  its  outward  flank,  if  they 
yave  way  at  all,  than  to  come  directly 
out  of  f  he  town  to  the  Cora'. 

Q.  Then  ditl  your  understanding  arise 
from  your  own  conviction  that  these 
points  were  most  proper.tor  the  divisions 
to  meet,  or  was  it  from  any  conversation 
stated  by  General  Wiiileiocke  at  the 
meeting  of  the  officers? 

A.  From  both.  I  understood  myself 
that  they  were  points  so  good,  that  if 
once  obtaintd  our  troops  could  not  be 
driven  from  tliein,  and  the  event  proved 
the  fact  ;  tiiey  were  the  principal  object 
of  attack  ;  i  understood  thtm  to  be 
pointi  of  support  to  each  of  the  wings  to 


which  they  were  to  retreat  by  their  out- 
ward  flanks. 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  pointed  out, 
in  case  of  failure  of  attack,  tor  the  army 
to  retreat  to;  g.ven  out  in  the  ijeheral 
orders,  or  otherwise  ? 

A.   None  tliat  I  know  of. 

Q.  ^^  iiat  force  was  appointed  to  be 
left  on  the"  western  side  of  the  town 
when  the  general  attack  was  to  be 
made  ? 

A.  Four  troops  of  carbineers  dis- 
mounted ;  eight  troops  of  the  9tii  dra- 
goons dismounted  ;  one  or  two  compa- 
nies of  the  88th ;  and  a  very  small  picket 
from  eacn  corps,  to  take  care  of  their  re- 
spective packs. 

Litutenant-colonel   Richard   Bourke 

szvor?i  and  examined. 

Q.  Were  you  chief  ofiScer  in  the 
quaiter-master-general's  department,  em- 
ployed in  the  expedition  again,-t  Buenos 
Ayres,  under  Lieutenant-general  Vv'hite- 
locke  ? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  Relate  the  previous  measures 
adopted  by  General  Whilelocke,  and 
the  information  received  iiy  him,  from 
the  time  of  his  arrival  at  iSionte  Video, 
as  commander  of  the  forces,  to  the  night 
of  the  4th  of  July,  as  far  as  came  within 
your  knowledge,  which,  without  binding 
you  to  time  or  method,  may  be  described 
according  to  the  memorandum  now  put 
into  your  hand. 

1  he  Judge  Advocate  here  put  a  writ- 
ten paper  into  the  hands  of  the  witness, 
to  guide  him  in  the  leading  point-  of  his 
examination,  and  intimated  to  tlie  Court, 
that  as  Lieutenant-colonel  Bourke  had 
been  wounded  in  the  face  at  the  storming 
of  Monte  \'ideo,  the  consequence  of 
which  gave  him  an  impediment  in  his 
speech,  he  hoped  for  the  indulgence  of 
the  court. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Bourke  then  pro- 
ceeded in  his  narrative  as  foUov/s  : 

A.  The  evening  tluit  General  White- 
locke  landed  at  ^lonte  ^'ideo,  I  was  in- 
troduced to  him  by  Brigadier-general  Sir 
Samuel  Auchmuty,  who  previously  com- 
manded iliat  place.  On  the  succeeding 
day  I  attended  at  the  Government-bous^j 
and  iiad  some  conversation  with  Geneval  .j 
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Whitelocke.  He  told  me  he  had  heard 
of  the  excellent  state  of  things  at  the  gar- 
rison from  General  Aiichniiity,  htit  was 
much  disappointed  that  the  cavalry  was 
not  so  well  provitled  with  liorses,  wiiich 
was  contrary  to  his  expectations.  He 
then  introduced  me  to  General  (lOwer, 
as  second  in  conunand,  with  wliom,  he 
said,  I  should  discuss  those  points  which 
I  had  already  spoken  of  to  his  Excellen- 
cy. I  frequently  afterwards  had  a  good 
deal  of  conversation  with  General  Gower 
upon  the  difliculty  of  quartering  the 
troops,  from  the  number  coming  from 
England.  He  told  me  that  Captain 
Thompson,  of  the  Fly  Sloop,  was  ex- 
pected from  the  Cape  of  (rood  Hope, 
with  Brigadier-general  Craufurd,  who 
was  to  have  left  the  Cape  on  a  certain 
day  in  April,  and  might  be  expected 
shortly  in  the  river  Plate.  1  believe  tlie 
day  after  the  arrival  of  Captain  I'homp- 
son,  the  commander  of  the  forces  sent 
for  me,  and  said,  that  as  General  Crau- 
furd was  expected  so  soon,  he  was  anxi- 
ous that  1  should  go  up  the  river,  and 
examine  that  side  on  which  Buenos 
Ayres  was  situated,  and  look  out  for  a 
convenient  place  for  landing  the  forces 
he  intended  to  take  with  hini  for  the  at- 
tack against  that  town.  1  was  also  in- 
structed to  go  to  Colonia,  in  order  to 
ascertain  if  that  would  be  a  convenient 
place  of  rendezvous  lor  the  ships,  and  to 
confer  with  Colonel  Pack,  who  com- 
manded there,  on  the  possibility  of  land- 
ing small  corps  of  troops  more  to  the 
westvvartl  than  Colonia,  in  order  to  cut 
oflf  a  bodv  of  the  enemy  which  was  then 
on  the  left  bank  ef  the  river.  Tiiesame 
day  I  received  these  instructions  from 
the  general,  I  conferred  with  Tlear-ad- 
miral  Stirling,  and  received  from  him 
all  the  information  he  could  give,  re- 
specting the  possibility  of  landing  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  to  con- 
sult, at  the  same  time,  with  tlie  Ameri- 
can, and  with  Colonel  Dion  of  the  38th, 
who  had  been  at  Buenos  Ayres  with  Ge- 
neral Beresford.  I  had  before  stated, 
that  from  every  thing  I  had  heard  on 
the  subject,  the  Ensinada  de  Barra- 
gon  was  tlie  oijly  place  where  the  troops 


could  be  landed  under  cover  of  the  ships 
of  war,  witliout  going  down,  at  least, 
one  hundred  miles  eastward  of  Buenos 
Ayres.  In  consecjuence  of  this,  the  ge- 
neral particularly  directed  his  enquiries 
to  the  situation  of  the  Endnada,  and  the 
state  of  the  roads  between  i^uenos  Ayres 
and  that  place.  It  was  stated  that  the 
Ensinada  was  the  place  v\here  goods 
were  often  landed,  and  from  thence  con- 
veyed up  to  Buenos  Ayres  in  wheel-car- 
riages: tiiat  evening  I  went  on  board 
the  Fly  sioop,  and  proceeded  the  next 
day  up  the  river  w-itli  Captain  Thomp- 
son. We  examined,  on  the  succeeding 
day,  a  considerable  extent  of  the  coast, 
from  at  least  sixty  miles  eastward  of  the 
Ensinada,  as  far  as  six  or  seven  miles 
westward  of  Buenos  Ayres  :  the  result  of 
which  examination  was,  that  we  believed 
that  there  was  no  place  where  the  troops 
could  be  landed,  under  cover  of  the 
smallest  of  the  ships  of  war,  except  the 
Ensinada  de  Barragon.  We  were  par- 
ticularly anxious  to  ascertain  if  a  landing 
could  be  eifected  to  the  westward  of  the 
town  ;  but  Captain  Thompson  was  de- 
cidedly of  opinion,  that  the  navigation 
was  too  intricate  to  render  it  at  all  safe 
to  conduct  a  lieet  of  transports  to  that 
point.  After  having  gone  over  to  Co- 
lonia, and  ascertained  that  a  lars^e  lleet 
could  rendezvous  in  that  harbour.  I  re- 
turned to  Monte  Video  on  the  27th  or 
28th  May.  I  had  conferred  with  C>olo- 
nel  Pack  on  the  otiier  instructions  which 
thir  General  had  given  me  :  I  found  on 
my  return  that  General  Gower  had  ar- 
ranged several  matters  with  Admiral 
Stirling  relative  to  the  emi)arkation  oir" 
the  troops  from  Montevideo:  that  it 
was  settled  that  the  transports  w-ere 
to  be  victualled  for  three  weeks:  th  it 
supplies  for  10,000  men  wore  to  be  em- 
barked bv  the  commissary  general :  that 
eighteen  light  guns  were  to  be  taken  up^ 
with  some  heavy  pieces  and  two  mortars. 
The  whole  of  the  ordnance  arrangement 
was  left  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
artillerv.  I  found  that  the  General  had 
given  up  all  idea  of  mounting  the  whole 
of  the  cavalry. 
Adjourned'  until  to-morrow. 
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FIFTH  D.\Y. 

WEDNESDAY,    FEBRUARY  3. 

Tlie  court  having  met  pursuant  to  ad- 
jpurniuent,  Lieutenant  colonel  Bourke 
was  again  called,  when  the  Judge  Ad- 
vocate   suggested   the   propriety    of 

.  reading  the  two  first  charges  to  each  of 
the  witnesses,  according  as  they  should 
be  sworn,  in  ordt-r  to  draw  their  par- 
ticular attention  to  the  specific  matter 
contained  in  them.  The  charges  were 
then  read,  and  the  Judge  Advocate 
proceeded  to  examine  the  witness. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whetlier  there  was 
any  charter  survey  made  of  the  Phita, 
between  Monte  V^ideo  and  Buenos 
Ayr(;s  ? 

A.  There  was  a  survey  made  of  the 
river  by  one  of  the  otHcers  of  the  navy, 
but  no  survev  of  the  land. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Bourke  then  re- 
sumed his  narrative  as  follows  : 

I  cannot  exactly  state  what  measures 
bad  been  taken  to  procure  horses  :  how- 
ever, in  appropriating  transports  to  other 
services  of  the  army,  it  v.as  found  that 
but  live  vessels  remained  to  be  used  for 
horses.  On  encjuiring  of  Captain 
Thompson  of  the  navy,  the  commander 
of  the  forces  seemed  disposed  to  think 
theEnsinada  de  Barragon  the  most  pro- 
per place  for  landing  the  troops  against 
Buenos  Ayres.  The  whole  of  the  infor- 
mation which  was  received  respecting 
that  place,  and  the  roads  and  country 
fromtlience  to  Buenos  Ayres,  inclined  us 
to  think  the  distance  from  the  Ensinada 
to  Reduction  was  about  20  miles,  and 
from  thence  to  Buenos  Ayres  nine  miles. 
That  there  were  three  different  roads: 
the  one  on  the  sands,  one  through  the 
marsi),  and  the  third  on  the  heights  ;  the 
last  was  saitl  to  be  tiie  best.  That  in 
order  to  re-ich  the  heights,  some  luarshy 
ground  must  be  passed  through,  and 
which  tlie  waggons  and  carts  of  the  coun- 
try commonly  tiavel.  The  heigiits 
being  once  gained,  the  reads  were  firm 
and  good,  and  there  were  but  very  few 
farm  houses  on  the  roads  ;  nor  could  the 
troops  expect  to  find  shelter  short  of  the 
suburbs  of  Bueuos  Ayres.     'I  hut  from 


Keduction  the  higher  road  led  over  the 
bridge;  but  that  by  making  a  consider- 
able f/e^o/(?- to  the  left,  we  might -<ind  a 
place  to  go  round  the  head  of  tne  Rio 
Chuelo.  The  whole  of  this  information, 
was  laid  before  General  Whitelocke, 
the  greater  part  of  which  was  contained 
in  a  memoir  written  by  a  person  who  ac- 
companied the  expedition.  With  re- 
gard to  the  projedsofthe  enemy,  it  was 
undor>tood  that  he  intended  to  oppose 
our  landing  at  Chelrair  port,  or  at  St. 
Segrij,  to  the  west  of  the  town  ;  that  he 
also  meant  to  dispute  the  passage  of  the 
Ri'j  Chuelo.  With  regard  to  his  force, 
the  reports  were  so  various  and  contra- 
dictory, that  I  believe  no  credit  was  at- 
tached to  any  of  them.  The  force  that 
was  landed  at  the  Ensinada  de  Barragon 
on  the  26th  of  June,  consisted  of  8522 
rank  and  tile,  including  150  mounted 
dragoons.  It  was  provided  with  eigh- 
teen pieces  of  artillery,  and  S06  horses 
and  mules  for  their  conveyance  ;  there 
was  also  a  large  quantity  of  ordnance 
stores  embarked,  and  a  reserve  of  ar- 
tillery of  some  heavy  pieces,  mortars, 
and  howitzers :  there  were  entrenching 
tools  for  oiie  tho  isand  men  ;  six  pontoons, 
and  camp  equipage  for  ten  thousand 
men  :  but  no  horses  had  been  embarked 
ibr  its  conveyance.  The  embarkation 
of  the  troops  and  means  of  conveying 
them  on  shore  wiis  not  in  my  depart- 
ment ;  but  I  understood  there  was  pro- 
vision for  ten  thousand  men  for  two 
months  at  least ;  and  I  had  been  applied 
to  by  the  Conmissary-general  for  a 
ship  to  carry  mules  and  carts  for  their  ■ 
conveyance.  I  should  observe,  that  in 
the  8522  men  were  included  1580,  which 
had  been  brought  over  from  Coionia 
on  the  25th  and  26th  June.  I  shall  now 
proceed  to  describe  the  march  of  the 
army  from  the  place  of  landing,  to  their 
position  on  the  3d  of  July. 

The  first  of  the  troops  were  landed 
about  half  past  nine  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  28th,  forming  General  Crau- 
lurd's  light  battalion,  consisting  of  eight 
companies  of  the  95th,  nine  light  infan- 
try companies,  with  some  pieces  of  artil- 
lery :  I  mar^.hed  with  the  light  brigade, 
under  the  command  of  Major-general 
Gower,  about  four  miles  from  the  land^- 
ing  place,  to  the  heights.  Before  sun-« 
set  that  eveni»g,  all  the  infantry  were 
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lauded;  several  field-guns,  with  their 
ammunition,  carriages,  &c.  and  some 
statif-iiorses.  The  whole  of  tlie  forces, 
except  General  Gowtn's corps,  were  sta- 
tioned at  the  village  of  Barragon.  This 
evening,  the  General  stated  it  to  be  his 
intention  to  march  the  next  morning  at 
nine  o'clock  to  the  heights  with  the 
main  body  of  tiie  army,  and  desired  me 
to  remain  behind,  to  hasten  as  much  as 
possible  the  disembarlcation  of  horses 
and  stores  that  still  remained  on  board. 
He  stated  also,  that  he  wished  to  have  a 
considerable  supply  of  bread  and  spirits 
sent  up  to  the  heigiits ;  and  he  autho- 
rised us,  if  the  Commissary-general  was 
not  sufficiently  provided  with  the  means 
for  conveying  it,  to  have  pack-saddles 
put  upon  some  of  the  cavalry,  horses, 
and  the  provisions  conveyed  in  that  way. 
In  consequence  of  this,  I  believe  about 
forty  horses  were  turned  over  to  the 
Commissary-general.  By  sun-set  in  the 
evening  of  the  29th,  every  thing  was 
landed  that  could  be  conveyed.  Early 
on  the  morning  of  the  30th,  the  artillery 
and  commissariat-stores  proceeded  to 
the  heights.  On  tlie  march,  the  officer 
who  commanded  that  part  of  the  artil- 
lery shewed  me  an  order  from  Captain 
Frazer,  who  commanded  the  whole,  to 
destroy  the  Spanish  guns,  if  he  should 
find  any  difficulty  in  bringing  them 
through  the  marsh.  I  proceeded  to  join 
the  General  on  the  heights,  and  I  found 
that  Major-general  Gower  had  marched 
for  Reduction,  having  under  his  com- 
mand four  companies  of  the  95th,  and 
the  light  battalion  under  Brigadier-ge- 
neral Craufurd;  the  36th  and  88th 
regiments,  under  Brigadier-general  Limi- 
ley  ;  four  six,  and  two  three-pounders, 
with  some  mounted  cavalry.  I  found 
the  General  about  to  move  with  the 
main  body  of  the  army,  to  the  ground 
which  I  understood  had  been  occupied 
the  evening  before  by  General  Gower. 
He  ordered  the  dismounted  part  of  the 
17th  light  dragoons,  and  the  40th  foot, 
to  remain  on  the  heights,  under  Lieutt- 
nant-colonel  Mahon,  to  escort  the  artil- 
lery when  it  should  come  up:  he  then 
moved  forward  with  the  main  body  about 
five  miles,  when  the  army  was  stationed 
at  three  farm-houses,  about  two  miles 
from  each  other.  The  38th  was  in  the 
rear,  the  j\h  and  87th  ia  the  centre. 


and  Colonel  Mahon's  brigade  in  the 
front:  that  part  of  Colonel  .Mahoii's  bri- 
gade which  was  with  tlie  main  body  of 
the  army,  consisted  of  the  Gtii  dragoon 
guards,  dismounted  ;  9th  light  dragoons, 
dismounted  ;  and  the  4jth  foot.  We 
received  information  that  the  artillery- 
had  all  reached  the  height^,  but  that  the 
seamen  and  horses  were  too  much  fa- 
tigued to  bring  it  forward  on  tliat  day. 
An  express  arrived  from  General 
Gower,  stating,  that  he  had  halted,  I 
think,  about  seven  miles  in  our  front. 
He  said  he  had  marched  too  late  in  the 
day  to  reach  Reduction  the  same  even- 
ing ;  that  he  was  anxious  to  take  his 
corps  fresh  from  that  place,  because  he 
had  seen  some  Spanish  ofticers  recon- 
noitrmg;  and  he  conceived  that  the 
village  might  be  occupied  by  the  enemy  ; 
further  stating,  that  if  he  did  not  hear 
from  the  General,  he  should  proceed  in 
the  morning  for  Reduction.  In  answer 
to  this,  the  General  ordered  hiu»  to  halt 
where  he  was  till  he  himself  should  ar- 
rive with  the  main  body,  which  he  hoped 
would  be  early  on  the  next  dav.  An 
order  was  sent  this  evening  to  Colonel 
Mahon,  desiring  him  to  proceed  as  far 
as  he  could  next  day  on  the  road  to 
Reduction.  On  the  1st  of  July,  the 
main  body  moved  forwaixl  before  sun- 
rise, and  joined  General  Gower  about 
1 1  o'clock.  After  some  private  conver- 
sation between  General  Whitelocke  and 
General  Gower,  the  latter  moved  for- 
ward with  his  corps,  and  the  main  body 
lialted  for  a  full  hour.  1  could  not  as- 
certain the  exact  rout  General  Gower 
was  to  take,  but  about  one  o'clock  the 
main  body  of  the  army  moved  forward 
for  Reduction  :  a  sma!l  advance  guard 
was  posted  for  our  column,  consisting  of 
four  companies  of  the  riiie  corps.  In 
marching  for  Reduction,  1  went  torward 
with  the  advance  ;  I  found  some  of  our 
own  dragoons  in  the  village,  and  tht^n 
heard,  that  General  Gower  Iiad  passed 
through  with  his  division.  Shortly  after 
the  General  came  up  to  the  village,  we 
receis'ed  a  dispatch  from  General  Gower, 
in  which  he  stated,  that  having  passed 
through  Reduction  with  little  opposition, 
he  should  endeavour  to  push  on  to  the 
Rio  Chuelo  that  evening,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, send  a  small  corps  across  the 
river.    A. little  before  sun-set^  the  maiii 
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body  of  the  army  arrived  at  tlie  village, 
and  were  stationed  in  front  of  it :  some 
time  after  sun-set,  another  dispatch  ar- 
rived from  General  Gower,  stating  that 
the  gronnd  in  his  front  appearing  very 
marshy,  he  had  not  passed  over  the  Rio 
Chuel'o;  tliat  he  believed  the  bridge 
was  about  five  miles  from  liim.  Shortly 
after  we  reached  the  village  of  Reduction, 
an  ofticer  arrived  from  the  fleet,  to 
whom  General  Whitelocke  gave  some 
directions  about  landing  some  bread  and 
spirits  for  the  army  the  next  day.  He 
said  tt  was  his  intention  to  halt  the  next 
day,  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  Co- 
lonel Mahon  and  the  artillery  to  join 
iiim,  and  that  the  whole  of  the  army 
might  be  supplied  with  bread  and  spirits. 
It  was  also  settled,  that  General  '^^'hite- 
locke  was  to  proceed  in  the  morning  to 
the  advance  corps,  from  whence  he  was 
to  go  with  an  escort  from  General  Crau- 
furd's  brigade  to  reconnoitre  the  posi- 
tion, which  we  understood  the  enemy 
occupied  on  the  Chuelo.  It  was  also 
settled,  that  the  fords  over  the  river 
should  be  examined  ;  and  it  was  ima- 
gined, that  from  this  reconnoitring  party 
some  project  for  an  attack  should  be 
formed  on  a  sure  basis.  An  order  was 
sent  in  the  evening  to  hasten  Colonel 
Mahon  forward  on  the  next  day.  On 
the  2d  of  July,  abo\it  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  the"  General  called  his  secre- 
tary and  myself,  and  said,  he  had  changed 
his  mind,'  and  would  order  General 
Gower  to  move  fonvard,  as  he  was 
anxious  the  troops  should  get  into  can- 
tonments, which  he  understood  could  be 
had  in  the  suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres. 
He  directed  a  letter  to  General  Gower, 
the  contents  of  which  I  cannot  positively 
speak  to,  but  to  the  best  of  my  belief. 
General  Gower  was  ordered  to  proceed 
with  the  corps  under  hi?  command,  and 
pass  the  Chuelo  at  the  lirst  ford  above 
the  bridge  he  could  find  practicable. 
He  was  to  take  up  a  position  on  the 
heights  westward  of  the  town,  and  to 
enter  into  a  communication  with  the 
Spanish  Commander,  on  the  subject  of 
surrendering  the  town,  and  I  think  lie 
state  1  on  the  terms  on  which  they  iiad 
alreadv  discussed.  After  some  further 
convt■r^alion  with  the  Genera!,  in  which 
he  stated  to  me  our  extreme  ignorance 
of  tjjt  country,  I  pressed  on  him  the  ne- 


cessity of  reconnoitring  the  river,  and  1 
was  then  ordered  to  take  the  letter  to 
General  Gower  at  day-break  the  next 
morning  :  I  did  so  accordingly  ;  when 
General  Gower  complained  to  me,  that 
the  88th  regiment,  then  under  his  com- 
mand, was  extremely  unsteady  and  very 
much  fatigued,  and  seemed  altogether 
dissatisfied  with  the  order  he  had  receiv- 
ed: I  stated  to  him  that  the  distance 
between  the  two  corps  was  but  short, 
and  it  might  be  extremely  advantageous 
to  communicate  with  the  General  on  the 
subject.  He  told  me,  he  had  received 
a  peremptory  order  to  march,  and  should  ' 
obey  it.  He  then  sent  for  Brigadier- 
general  Craufurd,  and  an  American 
who  knew  the  country,  and  consulted 
with  them  on  the  proposed  march.  He 
particularly  questioned  the  guide  as  to 
the  Passo-Chico,  which  was  stated  to  be 
the  first  pass  above  the  bridge.  It  was 
described  as  a  very  bad  pass,  and  about 
five  or  six  miles  from  the  Major-gene- 
ral's division.  As  far  as  I  can  remem- 
ber, the  result  of  this  conference  was, 
that  the  General  would  not  cross  the 
Chico-pass,  but  would  move  along  the 
heights,  and  endeavour  to  find  a  more 
practicable  ford.  I  cannot  say,  but  to  i 
the  best  of  my  belief.  General  Gower 
again  expressed  a  good  deal  of  uneasi- 
ness at  the  march  he  was  ordered  to 
take ;  I  accordingly  told  him  I  should 
represent  the  matter  to  t^ie  Gen^-ral, 
and  I  thought  it  likely  lie  would  have 
the  whole  army  to  support  him.  On 
this  subject  I  cannot  s])eak  with  any  cer- 
tainty, as  the  General  had  not  communi- 
cated to  me  whether  he  intended  to 
march  that  day  or  not.  General  Gow.i 
was  about  to  answer  General  White 
locke's  order,  and  gave  me  some  paper 
to  write  down  the  terms  he  was  to  offer 
to  the  Spanish  Commander.  Previous 
to  mv  If aving  the  General  that  morning, 
the  General  had  communicated  to  me 
wliat  those  terms  were,  and  1  accordingly 
wrote  them  down.  I  cannot  exactly 
state  them,  except  that  i)articular  one 
for  the  immediate  restoration  of  the  7Ist 
regiment,  and  the  prisoners  taken  under 
General  Beresford.  I  returned  to  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke,  and  met  him  half  way 
between  the  two  divisions:  he  asked  if 
General  Gower  seemed  pleased  with  the 
order  lie  received.     1  slated  the  com* 
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plaint  respecting  the  state  o(  the  forces, 
and  submitted  to  the  General  the  pro- 
priety of  supporting  *he  advanced  bri- 
gade.    The  General  first  proposed  send- 
ing a   single  regiment,  but   in  a  short 
time  afterwards  he  ordered  tiie  whole  of 
the  army  to  marcli  ;  he  then  desired  me 
to  write  a  letter  to  the  Admiral,  stating, 
that  the  v\hole  army  was  in  motion,  and 
proceeding  westward  of  thetown,'desiring 
that  means  might  be  taken  for  landing 
provisions  tliere,  and  that  the  sliips  which 
cojiveyed  the  heavy  artillery  should  be 
sent  uj>  likewise.     He  then  desired  me 
to  conduct  one  of  the  guides  (the  same 
man  wlio  had  written  the  memoir  on  the 
roads,  and  w'ho  appeared  to  be  the  most 
intelligible)  to  the  head  of  the  column, 
to  direct   us  by  the  shortest  rout  to  a 
practicable  pass  over  the  Chuelo.     He 
stated,  that  about  two  miles  distant,  in 
a  south-w  est  direction,  we  should  arrive 
at  a  place  where  the  Chuelo  was  quite 
passable; :  he  assured  Ui  he  was  perfectly 
well  acquainted  W'ith  the  country,   and 
would  conduct  us.    General  VVhitelocke, 
after  some  conversation  with  this  man, 
desired  me  to  conduct  the  column  under 
his  direction.     We  marched  about  half 
past  ten  o'clock,  and  proceeded  about 
three  miles  in  a  south-western  direction. 
A  little  before  twelve  o'clock,  I  saw  the 
column  under  General  Gower  at  about 
three  miles  distance,  proceeding  nearly 
at  ri^ht  angles  to  our  line  of  march.     I 
slated  this  to  the  guide,  who  told  me, 
that  as  soon  as  we  had  crossed  a  stream 
called  Rio  de  Macial,  we  should  move 
jm  the  same  direction;    we  accordingly 
|crossedthis  stream,  and  proceeded  pretty 
inearly  in  the  direction  the  guide  had 
stated.       He  then  shewed  me  a  high 
jtree  on  a  hill,   from  which  he  said  we 
|sliould,  at  a  short  distance,  find  the  road. 
About  half  past  two  o'clock,  as  we  were 
passing  by  the  farm-houses,  the  General 
proposed 'to  halt  for  the  day.     1  stated 
to  him  the  information  the  guide  had 
given  me  as  to  the  distance  of  the  pass ; 
md  I  also  stated  to  him,  that  from  tlie 
:ommunication  I  had  that  morning  with 
General  Gower,  I  was  convinced,  that 
unless  he  was  ordered  to  halt,  he  would 
:ross    the  river,   and    proceed    to    the 
beights  westward  of   the  town.       The 
&eueral  had  not  then  decided  whether 


he  would  halt  or  not,  when  Sir  Samuel 
Aurhmuly  came  up,  and  to  him  he  re- 
ferred the  question  :    Sir  Samuel  imme- 
diately decided  for  halting,  stating,  that 
there    were  large  (juantities  of    sheep 
close  to  these  houses,  and  that  there  was 
hrewood  in  plenty  to  dress  meat.     The 
army  was  accordingly  halted,  and  formed 
into  two  lines,    with  Sir  Samuel  Auch- 
muty's  brigade  in  front,    and   Colonel 
Mahon's  in  the  rear  :    an  officer,  with 
some   dragoons,   was  sent  back  to  Re- 
duction,  to  order  Colonel    Mahon   to 
halt  there  until  further  orders.      A  little 
before  sun-set  this  evening,  we  Iieard  a 
cannonade     apparently     near     Buenos 
Ay  res,  the  steeples  of  which  had  been  in 
sight  since  we  left  Reduction.     On  the 
3i\   of  July  the  army  marclied  a  little, 
before  day-break,  and  crossed  the  ford 
the  guide  had  pointed  out.     ^^'e  pro- 
ceeded towards  another  ford,  which  he 
told   us  w  as  the  Passo  de  Zamora :  he 
went  on  a  mile  and  a  half  in  front  of  the 
line,  in  order  to  seek  a  pass.     The  water 
was  so  deep,  he  was  obliged  to  swim 
his  horse  over.     We  proceeded  about  a 
mile  further  down  the  stream,  and  found 
a  safe  pass,  which  the  army  crossed  be- 
tween nine  and  ten  o'clock.     This  pass 
was  extremely  narrow-,    and  the  water 
nearly  under  the  men's  arm-pits;    nor   ' 
was  the  whole  of  the  army  over  till  noar 
one  o'clock.     About  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  pass,  we  met  an  officer  sent  by 
General  Gower,  who  stated  to  us,  his 
having  been  engaged  the  evening  before, 
and  conducted  us  to  General  Gower's 
division,  which  was  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  in  front :  we  found,   that  the  ad- 
vance posts  had  been  engaged  all  the 
morning,  and  I  understood  tliat  he  had 
just  before  ordei-ed  them  to  withdraw,  in 
order  to  induce  the  enemy  to  attempt 
an  attack  on  the  line.     I  conducted  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke  to  General  Gower's 
quarters,    who    had  a  map  of  Buenos 
Ayres  on  his  table  ;  and  we  were  desir- 
ed by  General  Whitelocke  to  point  out 
the  best  position    for  the   troops  then 
come  up,  observing,  that  General  Gower 
having  been  longer  on  the  ground,  was 
belter    acquainted    with  tlie   situation. 
General  Gower  proposed    that   Briga- 
dier-general Auchmuty's  brigade  should 
be  stationed  oh  the  left,  and  extend  it- 
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self  as  far  as  t!ic  covert  of  the  Recolita, 
on  the  banks  of  tlie  river  Plate  :  but  as 
the  distance   uas  so  extensive,   he  was 
only  directed  to  j)!ace  his  brigade  in  that 
direction.  Colonel  Mahon's  brigade  uas 
ordered  to  the  right.     Astlie  enemy  did 
not  advance  in  the  v.ay  General  Gower 
scc'nied  to  expect,  the  advance  posts  of 
the  army  were  ordered  to  be  resumed  ; 
I  went  to  tlie  right  of  Colonel  Mahon's 
brigade,  in  order  to  see  how  the  men 
were  placed  ;  and  retiring  from  thence 
about  five  o'clock,  I  called  at  General 
Gower's  quarters,  and  he  shewed  me  a 
plan  of  an  attack  on  the  town,  wjiich  he 
appeared  to  have  just  finished,  and  which 
was  completely  detailed  in  all  its  parts  : 
it  was  the  same  which  was  gi\en  out  the 
next  day  in  orders,  v.ith  some  very  tri- 
fling alterations.    I  proceeded  to  inspect 
the  advance  posts  at  the  centre,  and  lelt 
General  Gower  going,  as  I  understood, 
to    head-quaiters    with    the     plan.       I 
reached   head-quarters  after  dusk,   and 
in  the  course  of  the  evening  General 
VA'hitelocke'  asked  my  opinion    of  the 
plan  of  attack,  which  was  to  take  place 
on  the  next  day  at  twelve  o'clock :  I 
stated  my  objections  to  one  clause,  which 
directed,  that  no  prisoners  should  be  made, 
as  I  conceived  in  an  action  of  that  sort,  in 
an  open  town,   it  would  be  impossible  to 
prevent  a  great  deal  of  butchery.     I  said 
I  thought  the  plan  would  succeed,  but 
it  appeared  to  me  to  be  completely  a 
new  case,  as  ]  did  not  remember  to  have 
heard  before  of  a  similar  order  of  attack ; 
the  General  said,  he  would  leave  out  the 
order  for  making  no  prisoners,  and  would 
summon     the   town  tlie  next  morning 
before  he  attacked   it.      He   admitted, 
tliat  the  plan  was  novel,  but  said  he  was 
compelled    by   circumstances  to   adopt 
it.     1  understood  that  an  order  was  sent 
to  Reduction,  ordering  Colonel  Mahon 
to  march  on  the  next  morning  towards 
the  bridge  over  the  Chuelo,  and  there 
to  wait  lor  orders.     On  the  morning  of 
the  4th,  the  Brigadier-generals  and  some 
commanding  otficers  of    regiments   at- 
tended at  head-quarters,  whea  General 
Gower  explained  to  them  the  ordi.T  of 
attack,  and  sliewed  them  the  plan  of  the 
town  :  sliortly  after  that,   the  Adjutant- 
general  und  myself  were  sent  out  of  the 
room,  and  I  supposed  the  opinions  of 


the  Brigadiers  were  going  to  be  taken  on 
the  plan  of  attack.  1  his  conference  soon 
broke  up,  and  the  attack  was  ordered  to 
take  place  at  half  past  six  o'clock  the 
next  morning.      I  received    no  orders 
troai  Lieutenant-general  Whitelocke  or 
Major-general  Gower,  on  the  subject  of 
tlie  attack,  but  1  went  on  horseback  for 
the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to  recon- 
noitre the  posts  through  which  the  co- 
lumns were  to  jpove  forward.     I  then 
found  the  advance  posts  were  engaged, 
and  that  the  same  plan  was  adopted  for 
drawing  the  enemy  out  of  the  town  that 
had  been  practised  without  success  the 
day  before.     It  was  not  till  three  o'clock 
in  the  atternoon  tiiat  the  advance  posts 
were   resumed,  and  I  had  just  time  be- 
fore dark  to  shew  the  Brigadier-generals 
the  road  through  which  the  wings  of  the 
brigade   were  to   march  into  the  tov.n : 
in  this  I  was  assisted  by  one  of  the  guides, 
who  shewed  ine  the  street  which  led  to 
the  north-east  passage,  on  the  point  of 
Departure,  and  I  tound  a  considerable 
variance    between    tlie    plan    and   the 
ground :      and   I   reported  to    General 
Gower,  that  I  believed  the  columns  could 
not  be  placed  in  the  way  he  seemed  to 
wish;  1  thought  it  also  my  duty  to  state 
to  him,  that  if  tlie  column  proceeded  in 
the  way   he  had  ordered,   many  would 
probably  retire  into  the  streets  that  ran 
at  right  angles,  and  afterwards  closing  on 
their  columns,  would   possibly  cut    otf 
all  communication  between  those  within 
the  town  and   those  without.     General 
Gower  made  light  of  this  objection.     In 
the  course  of  the  day  tlie  commander 
of  engineers  brought  me  a  return  of  all 
the  tools  and  instruments  lie  had  col- 
lected for   breaking    open    doors    and 
windows,  and  I  desired  him  to  give  those 
that  appeared  most  etfective  to  the  light 
battalion   and  artillery  corps,   which   I 
understood  were  to  enter  the  two  prin- 
cipal churches   of  the  town.     Late  in 
the  evening  1  met  General   Gower  re- 
turning from  head-quarters:  he  asked  me, 
where  I  thought  the  Lieutenant-general 
should    place  himself  in  the  morning? 
I  stated,  that  I  thought  he  had  better 
proceed  to  the  left  with  the  38th  regi- 
ment,  as  there   were   two  brigades  to 
attack  the  town  on  that  side :  and  that 
he  (General  Gower)  migiit  perliaps  be 
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stationed  on  the  right,  as  the  centre  was 
intended  for  tlic  point  of  false  attack.  He 
hitormed  me  that  General  ^Vhiteloc■ke 
had  ordered  iiini  to  remain  with  him, 
and  that  he  had  named  the  centre  as  the 
proper  station.  I  do  i>ot  remember  any 
thing  further  of  consequence  that  oc- 
curred this  day  :  I  beheve  there  were 
one  or  two  orders  sent  to  Colonel  Ma- 
hon,  but  cannui  say  to  what  el'fcct. 

Q,  When  you  went  to  Colonia,  were 
you  directed  to  enquire  what  measures 
had  been  take\i  to  provide  horses  ? 

A.  I  do  not  think  I  was.  I  believe 
at  that  time  the  ho.ses  at  Colonia  were 
in  very  bad  coudition. 

Q.  What  number  of  horses  did  you 
find  there  provided  for  the  use  of  the 
expedition  ? 

A.  I  do  not  believe  any  liorses  were 
ever  provided  tliere  for  the  use  of  the 
expedition  :  there  had  been  a  scjuadron 
of  dragoons  stationed  tiiere  for  some 
time  before. 

Q.  Do  you  know  wliat  number  of 
horses  were  there  at  that  time  ? 

A.  I  cannot  exactly  state.-  I  had  no 
returns ;  but  I  believe  there  were  about 
150. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  horses 
had  been  properly  trained  tor  the  army  ? 
A.   I  cannot  say. 

Q.  How  many  transports  were  pro- 
vided for  the  conveyance  of  the  horses  ? 
A.  1  think  liiere  were  four  for  artil- 
lery, horses,  and  mides  ;  three  for  ca- 
valry ;  and  two  lor  the  staff,  allotted  for 
the  Commissary-general. 

Q.  Previous  to  leaving  Monte  Video, 
were  any,  and  what  measures  taken  for 
collecting  small  craft  in  the  Plate  ? 

A.  I  believe  there  was  no  small  craft 
in  the  river,  except  in  the  harbour  of 
Monte  Video,  and  at  Buenos  Avres. 

Q.  In  the  survey  which  you  have  de- 
scribed to  have  been  made  of  the  banks 
of  the  river,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the 
most  proper  place  for  landinpr,  did  tnere 
appear  to  be  any  other  objection  to  point 
Quilmes,  tlian  that  you  have  stated  ? 
namely,  that  the  troops  could  not  land 
there,  undercover  of  the  ships  of  war. 

A.  I  went  as  close  to  the  point  in  the 
Encounter  gun-biig,  as  the  water  would 
permit.  I  believe  I  was  then  about  a 
inile  and  a  halt  from  shore,  and  was  told, 


that  a  battery  had  been  erected  at  the 
village  of  Reduction,  to  oppose  the  pas- 
sage through  the  marsii,  in  which  niarsii 
General  Berp'<ford  had  before  nearly 
lost  all  his  artillery. 

Q.  Were  there  any,  and  what  other 
objection  to  landing  higher  up  the  river, 
than  those  difricultics  which  the  naval 
Captain  stated  ? 

A.  1  sup[)osed  the  objection  to  be 
conclusive. 

Q.  Were  there  any,  .nnd  what  number 
of  fiat-bottomed  boats  accompanying  the 
army,  to  land  it  in  places  wliere  the  shal- 
lowness of  the  water  would  not  admit 
the  transports,  if  the  commander  of  the 
forces  had  ado[)ted  such  a  proceeding  ? 

A.  Previous  to  leaving  Monte  Vi- 
deo, I  had  received  a  return  from  the 
transport  agent  of  the  flat-bottomed 
boats ;  and  as  well  as  I  can  remember, 
there  were  but  seven  or  eight  in  the 
river,  which  were  allotted  to  the  com- 
manding officers  of  artillery. 

Q.  If  there  had  been  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  flat-bottomed  bouts,  would  the 
landing  above  t!ie  town  have  been  a  pro- 
per place  in  your  opimon? 

A.  As  f;;r  as  I  understand  tl'.e  use  of 
flat-bottomed  boats,  they  are  used  ,for 
the  purpose  of  conveying  troops  from 
the  transports  to  the  sliore,  the  difficulty 
being  to  get  up  the  transports. 

Q.  How  high  up  the  river  did  it  ap- 
pear the  transports  could  proceed? 

A.  1  cannot  exactly  say,  but  I  believe 
they  could  not  proceed  with  safety,  even 
as  high  as  the  town,  unless  I  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  ancf.orage  of  tiie  ships, 
at  the  places  they  were  to  land. 

Q.  \\  hat  is  tlie  distance  of  Colonia 
from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river? 

A.  1  believe  between  seven  and  eight 
leagues. 

Q.  You  stated,  that  there  were  orders 
to  spike  the  Spanish  guns.  \\'hat  num- 
ber of  Spanish  guns  iiad  you? 

A.  Five  or  six  four-pounders  i  I  can- 
not say  w  hich. 

Q-   Were  they  spiked? 
A.  They  were. 

Q.  What  was  the  loss  of  provisions 
passing  through  the  morass  ? 

A.  1  cannot  state  for  a  certainty;  but 
I  believe  only  a  few  bags  of  biscuits 
which  the  horses  threw  off. 
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Q.  Do  you  know  whether  all  the  pro- 
visions tliat  were  landed,  were  taken 
from  the  banks  of  the  river  to  the  post 
on  the  hi^iglits  ? 

A.  I  cannot  exactly  tell. 

Q.  Wliat  number  of  guides  were 
taken  with  the  army  from  Monle  Video  ; 
and  how  distributed  ? 

A.  There  were  two,  particularly  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  of  sei-ving  as 
guides,  and  they  were  of  great  service  on 
the  march.  One  was  attached  to  each 
division. 

Q.  Were  there  any  people  of  the 
country  who  acted  as  guides,  from  the 
Ensinada  to  Rtduction? 

A.  1  believe  these  were  the  only  per- 
sons. 


SIXTH  DAY 


THURSDAY,    FEBRUARY    4. 

The  Coiu't  having  met,  jjui-suant  to  ad- 

joumment,  Lieutenant-colonel  I'jourke 

was  again  called,  and  further  ex- 
amined. 

Q.  Were  all  the  horses  embarked  at 
Monte  A'ideo  landed  at  the  Ensinada  ? 

A.  I  believe  they  were. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  light  dragoons 
were  attached  to  the  main  boiiy  of  the 
army  ? 

A.   I  believe  about  forty. 

Q.  How  were  (he  forty  horses,  which 
vou  have  mentioned,  disposed  of  during 
llie  subsecjuent  movements  of  the  armv  ? 

A.  I  believe  the  greater  part  marclied 
vith  the  main  body. 

Q.  In  what  service  were  they  em- 
ployed ? 

A.  I  believe  when  the  provisions 
which  they  carried  were  consumed,  they 
were  chiefly  employed  to  carry  the  sick, 
who  were  unable  to  walk. 

Q.  During  the  marc'n  from  the  Ensi- 
pada  to  Reduction,  were  any  provisions 
dtlivered  to  the  men,  and  at  sviiat  pe- 
riod ? 

A.  I'rovisions  were  delivered  on  the 
SOlh  of  June. 


Q.  What  provisions  were  they,  and 
of  what  description  ? 

A.  Bread  and  fresh  meat.  I  cannot 
say  to  what  amount. 

Q.  By  fresh  meat,  do  you  mean  that 
provided  in  the  country,  or  that  landed 
at  the  Ensinada? 

A.  I  mean  that  provided  in  the  coun- 
try ;  but  to  what  amount  I  cannot  tell. 

Q.  Did  the  advance  corps  receive  the 
same  provisions  with  the  rest  of  the 
army  ? 

A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  i^s  Quarter-master-general,  was 
any  previous  calculation  made  to  supply 
the  troops  on  the  movement  of  the  ar- 
tillery, or  any  mode  adopted  as  to 
the  speediest  way  of  making  that  sup- 
ply > 

A.  I  never  heard  of  any  calculation 
or  arrangement  on  this  subject.  I  was 
totally  ignorant  of  the  plan  of  opera- 
tions winch  the  General  intended  to 
pursue. 

Q.  Were  there  any  local  impediments 
to  the  army  during  tiieir  march  from  the 
heights  above  the  Ensinada  to  Reduc- 
tion ? 

A.  1  can  only  speak  with  certainty  of 
tile  ground  I  went  over  myself.  I  be- 
lieve there  were  no  local  impediments  as 
far  as  Reduction. 

Q.  Were  there  any  inhabitants  in  the 
houses  which  tlie  army  passed  on  the 
30  th? 
A.  I  believe  not  one. 
Q.  Was  there  any  intelligence  receive 
ed  on  the  3uih  ;  and  if  aiiv,  what,  as 
to  the  state  of  tlie  bridge  over  the  Chue- 
lo,  and  the  preparations  made  by  the 
eneniy  for  defending  the  pass  over  that 
river  ? 

A.  I  believe  there  was  no  intelligence 
received  on  that  day. 

Q.  Did  you  find  on  your  arrival  at 
Reduction  any  number  of  men  of  the 
advance  corps  who  had  fallen  back,  un- 
able to  proceed  througii  fatigue? 

A.  I  believe  about  150  were  in  the 
village  ;  but  the  whole  of  these  were  "not 
fatigued  men.  Some  were  left  by  Ge- 
neral Gower  to  keep  possession  of  the 
village. 

Q.  Had  any,  and  what  number,  of 
the  advanced  cor|)s  fallen  back  on  the 
main  body  through  fatigue,  during  the 
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march  on  the  29th  and  30th  of  June,  and 
the  1st  of  July? 

A.  I  cannot  say.  If  any,  tliey  must 
have  been  very  few  ;  the  march  was  so 
short. 

Q.  Were  the  terms  which  General 
Gower  sent  into  the  town  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  specified  to  you  by  General 
Whitelocke,  in  writing  or  in  conversa- 
tion ? 

A.  They  were  communi rated  to  me 
verbally  by  General  Wliitclocke,  a  little 
before  I  set  out  with  a  letter  to  General 
Gower. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  you  were  de- 
sired by  General  Gower  to  write  down 
the  terms,  and  that  you  did  write  them 
down,  are  you  certain  that  tliese  were 
the  same  dictated  to  you  by  General 
"Whitelocke?      - 

A.  As  so  short  a  time  had  elapsed  be- 
tween my  receiving  them  from  General 
Whitelocke  and  transcribing  them  for 
General  Gower,  I  should  suppose  they 
were,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  and 
belief. 

Q.  Having  stated,  that  in  a  conversa- 
tion with  General  Whitelocke  you  had 
objected  to  the  plan  proposed,  and  ex- 
pressed your  extreme  ignorance  of  the 
countn.-,  and  the  necessity  of  reconnoi- 
tring the  river,  what  answer  did  General 
Whitelocke  make  to  this  observation  ? 

A.  As  far  as  I  can  recollect,  he  ex- 
pressed great  anxiety  to  get  tlie  men 
into  cantonments,  as  he  was  apprehen- 
sive their  health  would  suffer  by  being 
exposed  to  the  weather  for  any  greater 
length  of  time. 

Q.  You  have  stated,  that  on  the  1st 
of  July  General  ^\"hitelQcke  was  to  have 
proceeded  with  an  escort  from  General 
Craufurd's  brigade,  and  tliat  on  the  2d 
he  called  his  secretary  and  yourself,  and 
said  he  had  changed  his  mind,  and  dic- 
tated a  letter  to  General  Gower.  In 
this  conversation  didGeneral  Whitelocke 
give  any  reason  for  altering  liis  inten- 
tions ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  he  assigned 
any  reason  for  departing  from  out-  mode 
of  operation  and  adopting;  another. 

Q.  Had  you  then,  or  at  any  other 
time,  any,  and  what,  reason  to  tliink 
General  Whitelocke  had  altered  his  plan 
of  reconnoitring  the  Cliuelo,  from  any 


information  he  had  received,  or  was  it 
merely  his  anxiety  to  get  the  troops  un- 
der cover  ? 

A.  I  can  only  speak  from  the  reasons 
the  General  gave  me. 

Q.  In  the  letter  before  alluded  to,  was 
nothing  said  about  the  S7th  regiment  be- 
ing sent  to  the  assistance  of  General 
Gow-er? 

A.  I  do  not  remember  any  thing  on 
the  subject  at  that  time.  When  I  came 
back  from  General  Gower,  1  think  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke  spoke  of  sending  him 
the  87th  regiment. 

Q.  In  your  interview  with  General 
Gower,  did  you  give  him  any  reason  to 
expect  that  any  particular  regiment 
should  be  sent  to  him? 

A.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did. 
Q.  You  stated  that  you  were  ordered 
to  go  at  day-break  to  General  Gower. 
At  wliat  hour  does  the  day  break  at  that 
sea-on  of  the  year  in  that  coinitry  ? 
A.  I  believe  about  six  o'clock. 
Q.  ^Vhat  was  the  stale  of  the  weather 
at  that  time  ? 

A.  The  2d  of  July  was  an  exceeding 
fine  day.  The  night  of  the  3d  we  had 
a  good  deal  of  rain. 

Q.  You  liave  stated  that  you  met  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke  between  the  two  corps 
on  vour  return  from  General  (^ower. 
Do  you  know  for  what  purpose  the  Ge- 
neral advanced  ? 
A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  he  proceed  after  you  met 
Jiim,  or  did  he  return  ' 

A.  He  returned  to  Reduction. 
Q.  Do  vou  know  whether  he  returned 
in  consequence  of  anyconnnunication  he 
had  received  from  you,  or  for  what  otiier 
reason  ? 

A.  r  cannot  say. 

Q.  M'hen  you  met  General  White- 
locke, did  you  inform  him  that  General 
Gower  had  complained  to  you  oi  the 
88th  regiment  ■ 

A.  I  have  already  said  I  did. 
Q.  What  statement  did  you  make  to 
General  Whitelocke,  when  you  met  Iiini 
between  General  Gower's  head-quarters 
and  his  own — what  conversation  passed 
between  him  and  you  ? 

A.  1  cannot  recollect  the  whole  of  the 
conversation.  I  stated  that  General 
Gower  seemed  dissatisfied  at  the  order. 
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GeneralWhitclocke  seemed  to  say  some- 
thing of  supporting  him,  but  I  cannot 
attempt  to  give  the  whole  of  the  conver- 
sation in  detail. 

Q.  Did  you  state  to  General  White- 
locke,  that  General  Gower  had  told  you 
Le  considered  the  order  he  had  received 
peremptory,  and  tiial  he  should  lose  no 
lime  m  obeying  it  ? 

A,  1  do  not  remember  that  I  did  at 
(hat  time. 

(^.  Did  you  apprise  General  White- 
locke  that  you  had  given  General  Gower 
reason  to  believe  that  he  would  be  sup- 
ported by  the  main  body  of  the  army  ? 

A.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  given 
General  Gower  any  reason  to  believe 
so,  strictly  speaking. 

Q.  Did  you  apprise  General  White- 
locke  of  tiie  conversation  you  had  with 
General  Gower  on  the  subject  of  the 
commander  of  the  forces  marcliing  the 
whole  of  the  army  to  his  support  ? 

A.   I  believe  I  did. 

Q.  Did  General  Whitelocke  make 
any,  and  what,  reply  to  that  communi- 
cation ? 

A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Did  your  observation  of  the  face 
of  the  co\inlry,  in  the  direction  in  wiiich 
the  advanced  corps  were  marching  when 
vou  saw  iliem,  lead  you  to  concliule, 
thnt  they  must  have  passed  the  Chuelo, 
and  consequently  had  found  a  pass  ? 

A.  I  have  no  means  of  forming  any 
conclusion  on  that  subject. 

Q.  Did  there  appear  any  difficulty  on 
the  lace  of  the  country,  on  the  march  of 
the  main  body,  being  pointed  towards 
tiic  direction  where  you  perceived  the 
a<.lvanced  corps,  so  as  to  have  prevented 
a  junction  with  that  corps  ? 

A.  i  iiave  before  stated  th  it  the  guide 
informed  me,  tliat  when  we  had  crossed 
the  ford,  which  was  then  before  us,  we 
biiouUl  move  in  the  same  direction  witii 
the  advanced  guard.  After  we  had  pass- 
ed that  stream  I  did  not  see  any  local 
inipcdiir.ent. 

Q.  Were  any  attemists  made  by  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke  to  communicate  with 
General  Gower  bs  patroles,  or  in  any 
otiier  manner? 

A.  i  believe  not.  I  never  heard  of 
any. 

Q.  Were  tliere  any  resaons  why  pa- 
troles of  cavalry  mi"ht  ujI  have  been 


sent  out  at  the  time  when  you  stated  the 
advance  corps  to  be  in  sight  ? 

A.  There  was  no  reason  wliy  a  patrole 
might  not  have  been  sent;  but  I  cannot 
take  upon  me  to  say  they  would  have 
arrived  at  General  Gower's  post. 

Q.  State  what  difficulties  presented 
themselves  to  your  observation  on  the 
way,  to  prevent  a  body  of  cavalry  com- 
municating with  the  advanced  corps  at 
that  time  ? 

A.  I  understood  from  the  guide  that 
we  were  then  at  different  sides  of  the 
river;  and  I  saw  myself  a  considerable 
swamp  intervening. 

Q.  Were  there  any  persons  belong- 
ing to  the  country,  whom  you  met  on 
the  raarcli,  who  could  point  out  the 
way  ? 

A.  I  don't  believe  there  was  a  single 
inhabitant  in  tlie  village  of  Red'iction 
when  we  reached  that  place:  the  man 
who  conducted  us  had  come  over  with 
the  Commissary  from  Colonia 

Q.  Was  there  any  intelligence  or  in- 
formation received  by  General  White- 
locke on  that  day,  as  to  the  state  of  the 
bridge  over  the  Chuelo,  or  of  the  pre- 
parations made  by  the  enemy  for  de- 
fending the  pass  over  that  river,  down  to 
the  period  of  the  2d  of  July? 

A.  I  was  not  informed  that  General 
Whitelocke  had  received  any  intelli- 
gence whatsoever,  but  what  had  been 
communicated  to  him  by  Gen.  Gower, 
respecting  the  bridge. 

Q.  When  General  Whitelocke  or- 
dered the  army  to  halt  about  half  past 
three  o'clock,  about  how  far  had  you 
marched  that  day  ? 

A.  I  believe  about  seven  miles? 

Q.  Was  the  condition  of  the  army 
such  as  to  render  tlie  halt  unavoidable? 

A.  I  cannot  speak  witli  any  certainty 
as  to  that  point,  I  was  at  the  head  of  the 
cohunn. 

Q.  What  was  the  length  of  the  march 
on  the  30th? 

A.  About  five  miles,  and  on  the  -9th 
about  four  miles. 

Q.  Wiiat  answer  did  you  receive 
from  General  Whitelocke  to  the  repre- 
sentation of  what  the  guide  had  said  was 
the  distance  at  which  General  Gower 
would  cross  the  river? 

A.  1  think  he  said  the  troops  were  fa- 
t'guedj  and  the  plain  we  were  then  on 
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y'ekled  a  quantity  of  fire  wood,  and  that 
there  were  a  great  number  of  sheep  close 
to  us. 

Q.  How  many  hours  of  daylight  re- 
mained when  the  army  halted  ? 

A.  Tliere  remauied  about  two  hours 
and  a  half. 

Q.  Did  the  cannonading  you  heard  on 
the  side  of  Buenos  Ayres  give  occasion 
to  any  movement,  or  order  for  move- 
ment, for  giving  prompt  support  to  the 
advanced  corps  ? 

A.  I  do  not  remember  any  proposal 
made  for  marching  that  afternoon. 

Q.  Did  General  Wliitelocke  make 
any  observations  to  you  on  the  subject 
of  that  cannonade? 

A.  It  is  very  probable  he  did,  but  I 
don't  recollect  what.  I  don't  think  I 
was  with  General  Wliitelocke  at  the 
time  I  heard  the  cannonading. 

Q.  At  what  time  in  the  evening  was 
the  cannonading  heard  ? 

A.  A  little  before  sun-set. 

Q.  Were  there  any  measures  taken 
in  consequence? 

A.  I  believe  there  were  no  measures 
taken  in  consequence. 

Q.  At  what  hour  was  it? 

A.  I  believe  about  five  o'clock,  but  I 
cannot  exactly  say. 

Q.  At  what  hour  was  the  main  body 
of  tlie  army  ordered  to  march  on  the 
morning  o{  the  3d  ? 

A.  About  six  o'clock;  just  at  day- 
break. 

Q.  Did  General  Whitelncke  propose 
to  you  any  other  plan  of  attack  than  that 
already  spoken  of,  on  which  he  intended 
to  act  in  the  attack  on  the  town  of  Bue- 
nos Ayres  ? 

A.  He  never  stated  to  me  any  precise 
plan  on  wliich  he  intended  to  act;  but  I 
collecteil  from  various  conversations 
that  he  intended  to  place  his  main  body 
at  the  Recolita,  and  extend  from  thence 
to  the  shipping,  and  take  such  measures 
against  the  town  as  circumstances  might 
require  :  others  heard  him  further  say, 
that  he  would  be  very  cautious  how  he 
suffered  the  troops  to  enter  the  town,  as 
we  understood  iVom  liim  that  he  intend- 
ed to  employ  heavy  artillery  against  it. 
I  never  saw  any  precise  plan,  nor  any 
thing  detailed. 

Q.  You  stated  that  you  reported  your 
local  observations  on  the  probable  con- 


sequences of  the  plan  of  attack  to  Ge- 
neral Gower.  Was  it  understood  on 
the  4lh  that  the  immediate  detail  o:  ihe 
attack  was  left  to  General  Gower - 

A.  General  Gower  gave  out  11  the 
orders  on  the  subject  that  I  hear  I  of. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  i.eneral 
Gower  received  from  General  White- 
locke  the  orders  that  he  gave  out  on  tiie 
subsequent  plan  of  attack  ? 

A.  The  orders  I  have  before  alluded 
to  were  given  out  at  head-quarters  in 
General  Whiteiocke's  private  room,  and 
in  his  presence:  they  api^faredto  ue  to 
be  the  same  tliat  General  Gower  shewed 
me  the  preceding  evening. 

Q.  Btad  you  any  knowledge  of  any 
confidential  communication  between  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke  and  Gem.'ral  Gower? 

A.  I  had  not. 

Q.  Having  stated  yesterday  that  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke  told  you  that  he  iiad 
adopted  a  plan  which  was  novel,  but  he 
was  compelled  from  circumstances  to 
adopt  it,  did  he  state  to  you  what  those 
circumstances  were  ? 

A.  I  believe  he  stated  that  he  was  ap- 
prehensive that  the  army  would  be  in 
want  of  provisions  ;  and  also  that  he  had 
not  found  General  Gower  in  the  situa- 
tion which  he  expected  ;  but  the  reasons 
whicli  he  gave  mail'/-  very  little  impres- 
sion upon  my  mind  at  the  time. 

Q.  Did  General  Whitelocke  say  what 
that  situation  was  in  which  he  exjjected 
to  have  found  General  Gower's  co- 
lumn ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  that  he  ever  said 
what  that  situation  was. 

Q.  Having  yesterday  stated  that  aa 
order  was  written  to  Colonel  Malion, 
and  sent  on  the  night  of  the  3d,  can  you 
tell  by  what  means,  or  by  what  rout, 
tiiat  order  was  transmitted  ? 

A.  The  order  was  sent  by  a  country- 
man, one  of  the  natives. 

Q.  Was  the  countryman  attended  by 
any,  andwliat,  escort? 

A.  He  v>as  not  attended  by  any 
escort,  as  I  believe. 

Q.  Where  was  Colonel  Mahon  when 
that  order  was  sent  ? 

A.  At  the  village  of  Reduction. 

Q.  What  was  tiie  purport  of  that  or- 
der? 

A.  I  have  stated  what  I  believrd  to 
be  tlie  !)urport  of  it.     He  was  to  move 
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the  next  day  towards  the  bridge,  over 
the  Chuelo. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  rout  the  mes- 
senger was  desired  to  take  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  wlietiier  this  man 
came  with  the  army  from  Monte  Video, 
or  whether  he  joined  tiie  army  subse- 
quent to  its  landing  r 

A.  I  beHeve  he  came  \\ith  the  army 
from  Monte  Video. 

Q.  State  the  substance  of  the  infor- 
mation received  refpecting  the  enemy's 
force;  his  means,  and  his  position  to  re- 
sist, between  the  time  of  tliejunrtion  of 
the  main  body  of  the  army  with  the  ad- 
vanced corps  on  the  3d,  and  to  the  morn- 
ing of  the  4th. 

A.  I  beheve  there  were  some  jjrison- 
rrs  examined.  I  was  not  present,  nor 
do  I  know  what  intelligence  they  gave. 

Q.  Was  any,  and  what,  attempt  made 
during  the  period  last  referred  to,  on  the 
part  of  General  Whitelocke,  to  recon- 
noitre tlie  state  of  th(;  bridge  over  the 
Chuelo,  and  the  position  of  the  enemy 
without  the  town  ? 

A.  1  never  heard  that  he  gave  any  or- 
ders upon  that  subject. 

Q.  Did  GentMul  Wliilelocke  person- 
ally reconnoitre  the  approaclies  to  the 
town  on  the  3d  or  4th  of  July,  after  his 
arrival  at  the  Miserarer 

A,  I  did  not  see  liim  reconnoitre  at 
any  time. 

Q.  Had  you  any,  and  what,  means  of 
knowing  wlu^ther  he  did  or  did  not  ? 

A.  ]  have  stated  that  I  had  not  seen 
him,  nor  have  I  ever  heard  that  he  did. 

Q.  Have  you  such  a  recollection  as 
to  state  any  further  information  on  tliese 
charges  witiiin  the  period  ending  the  4th 
of  July  ? 

A.  I  think  I  have  stated  every  thing 
material  wiijiin  my  knowledge. 

Cross-examined  by  General  Whitelocke: 

Q-  Was  not  every  effort  made  to  ob- 
tain intelligence  in  the  country,  and  was 
it  possible  to  obtain  any  other  informa- 
tion tiian  we  had .' 

A.  I  believe  every  effort  was  made. 

Q.  Were  all  tiie  transports  which 
sould  be  procured  employed?  and  were 
not  e^'ery  means  u-fd  to  collect  liorBes 
for  the  armv? 


A.  All  the  transports  at  Monte  Vided 
were  prepared  for  the  service  of  the  ar- 
my. After  General  Craufurd's  arrival 
there  were  some  that  were  not  em- 
ployed. 

0.  How  soon  after  General  Crau- 
furd's arrival  did  the  expedition  sail  ? 

A.  I  think  General  Craufurd  arrived 
about  the  l4th  of  June.  The  greater 
part  of  the  forces  were  ordered  up  to 
Colonia  on  tlie  l6th,  and  on  the  21st  the 
General  himself  embarked,  the  whole 
being  ready  some  days  before,  but  the 
wind  was  not  fair. 

Q.  Are  not  mtiles  more  used  than 
horses  in  drawing  carriages  in  that 
country  ;  and  were  we  able  to  procure 
any  quantity  of  them  ? 

A.  They  are  more  frequently  used. 
We  procured  some,  and  I  cannot  say  we 
could  have  procured  more ;  but  snould 
suppose  we  could. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  my  ordering  the 
purchase  of  a  ship  load  of  m\:'es  thai  was 
destined  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ? 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  Did  not  the  horses  we  procured 
soon  become  incapable  of  work ;  and 
did  not  some  of  them  become  useless 
even  the  first  day  ? 

A.  I  believe  they  were  totally  inca- 
pable of  enduring  much  fatigue.  I  can- 
not speak  with  certainty  of  the  state  in 
which  they  were  after  we  reached  the 
heit^hts. 

Q.  Was  it  practicable  to  convey  our 
camp  ecjuipaae  and  stores,  witiiout  much 
diJlicully,  through  the  marsli.^ 

A.   I  believe  it  was  not  possible. 

Q.  Did  we  not  look  to  the  navy  for 
procuring  them,  particularly  when  we 
reached  the  suburbs  of  the  town  > 

A.  I  always  tinderstood  that  tlie  ob- 
ject of  marching  westward  of  the  town 
was  to  open  a  communication  with  the 
n-ivy. 

Q.  What  additional  supply  of  provi- 
sions were  looked  to  on  the  march,  and 
of  what  description,  and  how  procured  ? 

A.  Wc  proctu'ed  some  sheep  and  bul- 
locks on  the  march,  but  I  cannot  say 
what  supply  the  General  may  have  ex- 
pected. 

Q.  Was  it  not  known  that  bullocks 
and  sheep  were  to  be  found  in  crossing 
the  country,  and  did  we  not  find  a  suf- 
ficient supply  of  both? 
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A.  It  was  expected  we  shoukl,  and 
we  did  accordingly. 

Q.  Was  it  understood  that  %vhen  Ge- 
neral Bcresford  landed  at  Poiul  Quilnias 
there  was  a  continuance  of  dry  weather, 
and  ev<;ii  tlien  he  lost  his  guns ;  and 
therefore  was  it  not  to  be  supposed  that 
from  the  season  when  we  laiidtd  the  dif- 
ficulty would  be  inc.;ease(lr 

A.  I  iiad  heard  that  General  Beres- 
ford  lost  some  of  his  artillery,  but  never 
heard  wliat  the  state  of  the  weather  was 
at  that  time. 

Q.  ]^id  not  your  observation  of  Point 
Quilmas  inclineyou  to  think  it  advisable 
not  to  make  a  lan^'ing  there? 

A.  That  and  otlier  reasons  induced 
me  to  prefer  the  Ensinada. 

Q.  \\  ere  we  not  in  the  march  conti- 
nually crossing  marsiies  and  riviiiet>; 
and  was  it  not  attended  with  great  ta- 
tigxie  and  much  delay  ? 

A.   We  were. 

Q.  Were  we  able  to  procure  informa- 
tion, or  any  such  correct  intelligence,  at 
Montevideo,  so  as  to  enable  us  to  form 
any  detailed  regular  plan,  or  any  other 
than  that  of  establishing  ourselves  on  the 
heights,  to  communicate  with  the  lieet, 
and  act  in  any  manner  we  could,  ac- 
cording to  circumstances  ? 

A.  1  have  stated  all  the  information  I 
received  as  far  as  I  know.  With  regard 
to  the  supplies  in  the  march,  it  might 
have  been  possible  to  have  made  some 
arrangements  with  the  natives. 

Q.  Could  a  detailed  plan  have  been 
made  for  tlie  attack  ot  Buenos  Ayres 
from  any  inforniatT-n  or  intelligence  re- 
ceived at  Monte  \'ideo,  on  which  reli- 
ance could  be  placed.!* 

A.  Certainly  not.  The  measures 
which  were  intended  to  be  pursued  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  the  only  ones  tiiat 
could  have  been  adopted. 

Q.  Could  you  at  Monte  Video,  or 
after  you  left  it,  on  the  march,  procure 
such  correct  intelligence  of  the  country 
as  to  enable  you,  as  Quarter-master-ge- 
neral, to  have  arranged  any  plan  of  pro- 
viding supplies,  of  iiaUlng,  or  any  other 
necessary  o^neration? 

A.  jSothing  more  could  liave  been 
done  than  in  making  Reduction  the  se- 
cond point  of  departure,  from  whence 
measures  might  have  been  arranged  for 
grossing  the  Chko-pass,  and  marching  to 


the  suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  of  re- 
connoitring the  river,  but  not  from  any 
intelligence  we  could  have  procured  from 
the  people  of  the  country. 

Q.  Ilov.'  maiiv  people  of  the  country 
did  we  take  m  lie  whole  of  tlie  march, 
till  we  joined  General  Gower?  What 
means  did  we  take  to  make  them  guides, 
or  what  other  use  did  we  make  ol  them  ? 

A.  I  believe,  during  the  whole  of  the 
march,  we  did  not  receive  any  intelli- 
gence of  the  least  importance.  Wl-  took 
two  prisoners  at  the  Ensinada,  who 
marched  with  the  army  as  far  as  i\educ- 
tioii,  and  from  thence  to  Buenos  Ayres. 

Q.  Could  the  army  have  found  places 
of  halting  to  procure  hit;!,  and  for  other 
purposes,  any  where  but  at  the  fariu- 
hoiises.'  and  was  not  the  halting  regu- 
lated by  the  situation  of  these  farm- 
houses  ? 

A.  I  believe  that  fuel  could  only  have 
been  found  at  the  farm-houses  ;  and  that 
on  their  situation  particularly  depended 
the  movements  of  the  armv. 

Q.  Did  not  General  Whitelocke,  at 
the  time  he  altered  his  determiiuition  to 
inarch  on,  express  his  appreiiensions  of 
the  rain  coming  on,  and  his  anxiety  lest 
the  weather  should  break  up  before  he 
should  get  the  men  under  cover  in  tlie 
vicinity  of  the  suburbs  of  the  town,  and 
open  a  communication  with  the  fleet  ? 

A.  He  said  so  then,  and  frequently 
before. 

Q.  Had  it  not  rained  hard,  and  was 
it  not  raining,  when  General  White- 
locke sent  for  you  on  the  night  of  the  3d 
of  July? 

A.  It  rained  very  hard  at  the  time. 

Q.  Had  not  the  oldest  of  the  inha- 
bitants at  the  Ensinada  informed  me  that 
rain  would  set  in  in  24  hours,  and  rea- 
der the  river  impassable  ? 

A.  1  remember  to  have  heard  him  say 
so. 

Q.  Did  not  General  Wiiitelocke,  on 
your  return  on  the  lid,  order  tiie  army 
immediately  to  march  ?  and  did  not  he 
shew  anxiety  to  march,  and  stop  the 
cutting  up  of  some  cattle  then  preparing 
for  Sir  Samuel  Achinuty's  brigade  ? 

A.  He  did. 

Q.  AN'as  there  not  a  sheet  of  water,  as 
well  as  marshy  ground,  between  the  \.\\o 
divisions  of  the  army,  on  the  morning  of 
tlie  2d  ? 
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A.  I  th'nk  I  remember  to  have  seen 
somt'Uiiiig  of  the  sort  in  the  fields. 

Q.  Diu  not  the  guide  endeavour  to 
lead  you  to  tiie  right,  in  consequence  of 
your  observing  that  General  Gower's 
brigade  moved  from  you;  and  were  we 
»ot  iod  into  marshy  ground,  and  obliged 
to  keep  to  the  left? 

A.  I  remember  his  taking  us  through 
the  marsh  to  the  right,  and  afterwards 
we  moved  to  the  left. 

Q.  Did  you  not  lead  the  columns 
V'ith  the  guides,  that  dav  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  not  our  ground,  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  2d,  command  an  extensive 
view,particularly  tovvaids  the  Chuelo  and 
Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  It  commanded  a  very  extensive 
view,  but  I  cannot  say  that  we  could  see 
the  Chuelo  from  it. 

Q.  \V  ould  not  the  evening  have  closed 
in  by  the  time  we  could  have  reached 
the  ford  ? 

A.   I  think  it  would. 

Q.  How  long  was  the  army  in  cross- 
ing the  ford  on  the  3d  ? 

A.  Betw  een  three  and  four  hours. 

Q.  Had  you  not  some  difficulty  m 
finding  a  place  for  passing  tiie  river  on 
the  3dj  from  the  ignorance  of  the  guide  ? 

A.  There  was  some  difficulty  in  tind- 
ing  a  place  to  pass,  on  account  of  the 
swollen  state  of  the  river,  but  not  from 
the  ignorance  of  the  suide. 

Q.  Was  not  the  guide,  whom  we  had 
taken  prisoner  that  morning,  the  same 
man  who  had  conducted  us  from  Re- 
duction ? 

A.  He  was. 

Tte<?examin  ;d  by  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Q.  At  wjiat  time  during  the  inarch 
was  there  a  total  w  ant  of  bread  for  the 
army  ? 

A.  I  believe  tlie  last  of  the  bread  was 
delivered  on  the  evening  of  the  30th  of 
June.  I  have  before  said  that  the  deli- 
very of  provisions  was  not  in  my  de- 
part»nent. 

Q.  Were  there  any  impediments  in 
the  way  of  landing  a  quantity  of  bread 
and  provisions  from  the  fleet  at  Re- 
duction to  supply  the  army  ? 

A.  T  cannot  state  the  nature  of  the 
ground  between  tiie  j3,eet  and  Reduc- 


tion, never  having  gone  from  one  to  the 
other. 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  that  a  commu- 
nication was  opened  with  the  fleet  at 
Reduction 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  not  know  that  some  pro- 
visions were  landed  at  Reduction  and  at 
Point  Quilmas  from  the  tieet? 

A,  Not  from  my  own  knowledge,  but 
I  have  hi  ard  from  Colonel  Mahon,  who 
was  at  Reduction,  that  he  had  received 
provisions  from  theilcet. 

Q.  Miglit  not  a  plan  of  operations  fof 
the  dilterent  columns  have  been  formed 
with  tolerable  precision,  after  the  troops 
arrived  at  the  heights,  ou  the  29th  of 
July? 

A.  I  think  wc  might  have  been  march- 
ed in  one  column  only,  from  the  heights 
of  Reduction. 

Q.  Were  any,  and  what,  measures 
taken  while  the  army  were  at  Barragoa 
and  Reduction,  to  render  their  move- 
ments independent  of  the  farm-houses, 
by  issuing  provisions  to  the  men,  and  by 
other  necessary  arrangements? 

A.  1  do  not  recollect  any  orders  upon 
the  subject.  The  army  landed  with 
three  days  provisions. 

Q.  Having  stated,  in  answer  to  Ge- 
neral ^^  hitelocke,  the  information  re- 
specting the  rains  rendering  the  river  im- 
passable, was  that  information  before  he 
told  you  he  would  proceed  on  the  next 
morning  to  reconnoitre  the  river  ? 

A.  It  was  after  we  had  halted  that  that 
information  was  given. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


SEVENTH  DAY. 

FRIDAY,    FEB.   5. 

Lieutenant  colonel  Bourke  further  ex- 
amined. 

Q.  Why,  then,  after  the  opinion  of 
the  guide  respecting  the  weather,  did 
the  main  body  halt  on  the  2d  of  July, 
before  it  made  the  pass  of  the  Chuelo, 
having  at  the  time  of  halting  only  march- 
ed seven  miles  that  day  ? 

A.  I  have  already  stated  every  thing 
I  know  upon  that  subject. 

Q.  In  answer  to  a  question  put  by 
General  Whitelocke  yesterday,  relative 
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to  the  guide  leading  you  ratiier  to  tlie 
right,  and  having  taileu  in  the  attempt  to 
get  a  pass,  obliged  }  uu  lo  ivcep  to  tne 
lelt,  do  yon  know  wliat  consiUeiaLion  in- 
duced General  \\  hilelotke,  on  the  mon.- 
iiig  ot  tlie  i-'d,  to  deviate  lion)  tiie  line  ui 
niarcli  ot  llie  advanced  corps  on  tiie  pre- 
vious day,  and  from  the  hue  which  Ge- 
neral Gower  was  actually  marchuig  on 
the  ~'d  towards  the  C'luieio  r 

A.  1  liave  already  slated  every  thing 
I  know  upon  lliat  subject. 

Q.  Having  stated,  in  answer  to  Ge- 
neral W  hitelocke,  that  the  passage  of 
the  Chuelo  w  as  perfonneu  b}  the  divi?,ioii 
under  General  Gower  in  three  hours, 
had  General  \\  hilelocke  received  infor- 
mation, when  he  iialled,  which  might 
lead  him  to  conclude  that  it  would  re- 
quire the  time  mentioned  lo  cross  tiie 
lord  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  that  lie  had. 

Q.  You  stated,  hi  answer  to  General 
Whitelocke,  that  your  ground  on  the 
2d  commanded  an  extensive  view,  vsere 
tliore  any  measures  taken  on  that  even- 
ing to  secure  the  passage  of  the  river  the 
next  day  ? 

A.  i  believe  not. 

Exumintd  bij  the  Court. 

Were  there  any  reports  made  by  tlse 
ofGccrs  of  the  rear  of  the  division  at 
which  General  \\  hitelocke  was  at  the 
head,  that  made  it  necessary  to  halt  on 
the  lid  of  July  ? 

A.  I  never  heard  any,  except  tlie  con- 
versation with  hir  banuiel  Auchmuty, 
w  liich  1  have  already  slated. 

Q.  Did  General  Whitelocke  mention 
to  you,  at  any  time  before  or  after,  or 
during  the  march,  the  reasons  why  he 
altered  his  line  of  march  from  that  of 
General  Gower,  on  the  2d.'. 

A.  1  have  already  stated  the  sub- 
stance of  the  information  received  from 
the  guide,  previous  to  tlio  main  body 
marching  h'om  Reduction  ;  and,  I 
suppose,  on  that  information  General 
\V  hitelocke  acied. 

Q.  Did  the  army,  after  its  disem- 
barkation, and  on  its  march,  meet  with 
difficulties,  which,  from  the  inforniation 
you  had  at  Monte  Video,  might  have 
been  foreseen  and  obviated,  so  us  to  en- 
able the  army  to  cross  the  river  on  the 
second  day  after  its  arrival  at  the  Eusi- 
fiada  ? 


A.  1  cannot  exactly  stale  what  expec- 
tation had  been  formed  ;  but  it  dul  not 
ajipcar  to  me  that  tnere  were  any  local 
uuhcullies  on  the  niarcji  which  ssould 
have  prevented  the  army  reaching  the 
river  on  that  day.  It  migiit  have  manh- 
ed  lour  or  live  miles  beyond  Reduction. 

'J  his  ijuestioii  and  answer  it  was 
tiiouglit  proper  to  withdraw. 

Q.  Coulu  you  have  got  as  far  as  the 
thueio  on  the  second  day? 

A.  1  cannot  conceive  any  impediment 
which  could  have  prevented  the  armv 
Irom  reaching  wilhhi  a  lew  nules  of  the 
Cuutlo  on  me  second  day,  alter  (piitliiig 
the  heights  ot  Ensmada. 

Q.  'You  liave  said  that  the  comman- 
der ol  the  lorces  called  you  at  two  o'clock 
oil  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  July,  and 
told  )ou  he  hail  changed  hismindV 

A.  It  was  *hen  raining,  and  he  ex- 
pressed his  anxiety  to  get  the  troops  un- 
der cover. 

Q.  Do  you  know,  as  Qiiarter-niaster- 
general,  why  liie  same  anxiety  did  not 
incline  the  commander  of  the  forces  to 
march  himself  with  the  main  body  of  the 
army  at  day-iight,  and  proceed  in  the 
same  line  of  march  witli  the  advance 
corps?  Or  can  vou  say  why  the  march 
was  delayed  till  ten  o'clock?  And  whv 
tliey  then  proceeded  in  a  dilleient  di- 
rection ? 

A.  In  answer  to  the  two  iir.4  ques- 
tions 1  cannot  state  his  reasons;  and 
with  regard  to  the  third,  1  belore  said 
that  1  believe  he  acted  on  liie  informa- 
tion received  from  the  guide. 

Q.  In  consequence  of  that  informa- 
tion, did  he  stop  or  alter  the  marcli  of 
the  advance  corps  ? 

A.  '1  he  information  lie  received  v.as 
subsequent  lo  tiie  order  given  lor  tlie 
marcn  of  the  advaiae  cor[)s.  Alter 
we  marched  trom  Reduction,  1  believe 
there  was  no  commuiiicalion  whatever 
between  the  two  corps. 

Q,  Did  you  represent  to  Gener.il 
^^'hltelocke  {hat  marching  in  the  direc- 
tion the  guide  had  pointed  out  would 
preclude  his  giving  a^-istance  to  the  ad- 
vance corps  under  General  Gower,  11 
that  assistance  should  be  necessary  ? 

A.  1  did  not  make  any  such  repre- 
sentation, because  I  did  not  think  it 
would  have  been  the  case. 

Q.  You  have  said  that  no  iiifonna- 
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tion  was  olitaiiied  from  qny  of  the  inlia- 
bitaiits,  that  vou  were  ignorant  of  tiie 
face  of  the  country,  the  position  of  the 
eneiav,  or  the  existence  of  the  bridge. 
Was  there  any  means  taken  to  recon- 
noitre the  river,  or  any  attempt  made  to 
ascertain  these  points  ? 

A.  1  beheve  no  attempt  whatever. 

Q.  W  as  your  intormation  such  as  to 
lead  you  to  suppose  tiie  passage  of  the 
river,  and  makuig  a  lodgment  in  the 
suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres,  were  opera- 
tions of  so  little  diliiculty  as  to  have 
been  obtained  bv  the  advance  corps, 
without  tlie  aid  of  the  main  bodv  of  liie 
army  r 

A.  I  do  not  think  the  information 
could  possibly  warrant  such  a  conclu- 
sion ? 

Q.  Do  you  now  recollect  at  wh.at  period 
it  was  discov.ered  that  the  brivige  was 
still  existiiig,  and  whether  any  ordeis 
were  sent  to  Colonel  Mahon  to  proceed 
by  that  rout  ? 

A.  I  do  not  remember  that  the  exist- 
ence of  the  bridge  was  ascertained  pre- 
■vious  to  the  order  sent  io  Colonel  ^Ja- 
hoii. 

Q.  Had  the  enemy  made  a  vigorous 
resistance  at  the  Chico  pass,  or  made 
iiny.  attack  with  a  large  ton,  e  un  tiie  ad- 
vance corps  xmder  General  Cower, 
could  General  W'hitclocke  with  the 
Hiain  body  of  the  armv  have  given  any 
jmmemediate,  necessdiy,  or  prompt, 
support  to  that  corps  ? 

A.  I  do  not  believe  lie  could. 

Q.  Was  any  officer  of  the  staff  sent 
by  General  Whitelocke  to  General 
Cower — or  did  any  one  of  tlie  staff  of 
the  armv,  eNcept  yourself,  go  to  recon- 
iioitre  the  approaches  of  the  town  on  the 
trvcning  of  the  4tli,  previous  to  the  at- 
tack on  tiie  5th? 

A.  1  never  heard  of  anv  one  but  mv- 
M-lf;  and  1  before  stated  i  was  not  or- 
tlered. 

Q.  Had  the  bridge  not  been  burnt,  as 
xvas  supposed,  and  General  V\  •j-iitelocke 
could  have  crossed  tiie  Ciiueio  at  that 
pass,  was  that  place  tlie  best  calculated 
lor  the  arm.y  to  pass  over  the  river? 

A.  1  believe  it  was. 

Q.  Were  there  not  six  pontoons  and 
their  carriages  emharked  with  the  army, 
and  were  they  landed? 

A,   I'hey  were    embarked,   but   not 


landed  ;  but  I  cannot  state  why.  I  be- 
lieve they  were  not  intended  to  be  made 
use  of  between  tiie  Ensinada  and  Ke- 
duction. 

Q.  'I'hen  for  what  purpose  were  they 
embarked  ? 

A.  1  believe  for  tlie  purpose  of  making 
a  bridge  over  the  Chuelo. 

Q.  VViiat  distance  was  the  bridge 
from  the  suburbs  of  Biienos  Ayres  ? 

A.  About  two  miles  and  a  haif. 

Q.  ^Vlly  were  not  the  pontoons  made 
use  of  'or  crossing  the  Ciiueio,  for  which 
purpose  they  had  been  embarked? 

A.  1  suppose  General  Whitelocke  in- 
tended to  pass  the  river  by  the  lord. 

Q.  W  lien  the  army  came  to  the 
ground  where  tliey  halted  on  the  2d,  did 
you  see  the  regiments  come  up  to  tlie 
ground  ? 

A.  1  did. 

Q.  W  as  tliere  a  long  rear  > 

A.  ^llerc  was  not.  The  troops  ap- 
peared fresh. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  precautions 
were  taken  tor  the  security  of  tiie  army, 
and  what  pickets  were  sent  out  ? 

A.  I  cannot  exactly  state  the  number 
of  men  at  the  advanceil  ji  >sts.  Ingoing 
round  on  the  lett,  1  thought  the  heads 
of  the  columns  weie  not  covered  in  the 
way  tliey  should  have  been  ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which  I  sent  a  reinforcement 
to  the  left,  and  the  advanced  po^ts  then 
appeared  to  me  to  be  such  as  the  situa- 
tion required. 

Q.  Were  tlie  pickets  instructed  to  at- 
tend to  any  linng-  and  v\as  that  cir- 
cumstance, or  any  other  extraordinanes, 
reported  1)y  the  pickets  ? 

A.  J  do  not  remember  that  any  such 
instructions  were  given  ;  nor  were  any 
extraordinaries  reported  that  night. 

ii.  On  your  return  from  the  head- 
quarters of  the  advance  corps,  did  vou 
report  to  General  \\  hitelocke  that  you 
had  been  desired  by  General  Cower  to 
M lite  down  the  terms  of  which  General 
(.-ower  had  directed  you  to  inform  him, 
and  which  he  was  to  oifer  to  tlie  Spanish 
General  ? 

A.  1  do  not  remember. 

Q.    What   was   ilie   distance   of    the 
march  of  the  main  body  on  tlie  third? 
A.  About  nine  miles  from  the  town  ? 
Q.  When  the  firing  was  heard  on  the 
second,  were  there  any  measuies  takqi 
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by  General  Wliitelocke  to  inform  him- 
self wiiere  it  was,  or  to  ascertain  the  si- 
tuation of  the;  advance  corps? 

A.  I  did  not,  nor  have  1  ever  heard  of 
any  sue!)  measiires. 

Q.  If  the  main  body  had  marched 
early  on  the  moniins;  of  the  2d,  might 
it  not  have  reached  tlie  suburbs  of  Bue- 
nos Ayres  on  the  same  day  ? 

A.  I'lie  distance  was  only  sixteen 
miles  altogether,  and  there  could  have 
been  no  c'iiiiculty  in  marching  from 
Reductio:i  by  thti  rout  we  proceeded, 
and  arriving  in  the  suburbs  of  Buenos 
Ayres  fliat  evening. 

Q.  Were  the  guides  who  conducted 
the  different  divisions  of  the  army  con- 
fronted at  any  time,  and  when  ;  to  as- 
certain whether  they  agreed  in  tlieir  ac- 
counts of  the  country,  from  the  iieights 
to  Buenos  Ayres,  and  the  different 
passes  of  the  river,  in  order  that  the  two 
divisions  might  not  deviate  from  the  line 
of  march  ? 

A.  'Ihey  never  were.  At  the  time  that 
General  Gowei's  corps  marched,  it  w-as 
not  known  that  the  main  body  was  to 
inarch  that  day. 

Brii^adier-general  Crmtfurd  szvorn  and 
txumintd. 

Q.  What  situation  did  ynu  hold  in  the 
expedition  against  Buenos  Avres  under 
Lie'.itenant-general  Wliitelocke  ? 

A.  I  commanded  the  light  brigade 
which  formed  tiie  advance  guard  of  the 
army. 

Q.  Relate  all  that  occurred  from  your 
landing  at  Monte  Video  to  the  nigiit  of 
the  4th  July,  previou?  to  the  attack  upon 
the  town  of  Buenos  A\  res. 

[Here  the  Judge  Advocate  gave  a 
paper  into  the  hands  of  the  witness,  con- 
taining the  heads  of  the  several  points  on 
which  he  was  to  speak.] 

A.  On  my  arrival  at  Monte  Video, 
Lieutenant-general  VV'hitelocke  proposed 
a  walk  round  the  works  ;  and  on  our  re- 
turn through  the  town  desired  me  to 
notice  the  peculiar  construction  of  the 
houses,  their  Hat  roofs  encompassed  by 
parapet  walls,  and  other  circumstances 
which,  as  he  observer!,  rendered  them 
particularly  favouraijle  for  defence  ;  and 
that  he  certainly  would  not  expose  his 
troops  to  a  contest  so  unequal  as  that  in 


which  they  must  be  engaged,  if  led  into 
so  large  a  town  as  Buenos  Ayres ;  all  the 
inhabitants  oi  which  were  prepared  for 
its  defence,  and  the  houses  of  which 
were  constructed  similar  to  those  of 
Monte  Video,  in  the  obvious  propriely 
of  the  General's  intentions  I  most  hear- 
tily concurred.  The  brigade  which 
Lieutenant-general  Whitelocke  placed 
under  my  command  consisted,  according 
to  the  original  arrangement,  of  eight 
companies  of  light  infantry,  a  detach- 
ment of  recruits  (about  70)  of  the  71st, 
and  eight  companies  of  the  95th  or  rifle 
corps.  But  from  the  day  of  our  landing 
at  the  Ensinada,  until  the  junction  of  the 
two  divisions  of  the  army  before  Buenos 
Avres,  four  companies  were  taken  away 
from  my  brigade,  and  attached  to  the 
division  of  the  army  under  the  Comman- 
der in  Chief  in  person.  With  respect  to 
the  eqyipment  of  the  brigade  under  my 
command,  it  certainly  was  dehcient  iii 
some  material  articles.  In  the  first 
place,  we  had  no  lasso-men  ;  I  mean  per- 
sons who  are  in  the  habit  of  catching 
cattle  in  that  country  :  the  consequence 
of  which  was,  that  though  surrounded  by 
abundance  of  cattle,  we  had  no  means  of 
catching  them.  Another  material  defi- 
ciency, and  for  which  I  could  not  dis 
cover  a  sufficient  reason,  was,  that  the 
ca.mp  kettles  were  left  behind  ;  in  conse- 
quence of  which,  though  we  found  an 
abundance  of  wheat  in  the  farm  houses, 
which,  if  boiled,  would  have  been  an 
excellent  substitute  for  bread,  we  had 
no  means  of  making  use  of  it.  Another 
circumstance  also  very  important,  but 
which  took  place  rather  from  the  sub- 
sequent arrangt.'ment,  than  through  the 
original  equipment,  was,  that  althougli 
on  the  lariding  of  the  troops,  they  had 
only  three  days  bread,  viz.  for  theSSth, 
29th,  and  30th  June,  there  was  no  fur- 
ther issue  of  bread  till  the  dav  of  the  3d 
July,  when  we  fortunately  found  a  consi- 
derable quantit)'  in  one  of  the  houses 
behind  the  position  which  we  took  up  on 
the  2d.  This  might  have  been  avoided, 
and  tjie  troops  been  spared  the  suffering 
of  want,  by  lialting  at  "Reduction,  from 
whence  we  might  easily  have  communi- 
cated widi  the  ileet  at  the  point  of 
Quilmes.  It  also  appeared  to  me,  that 
for  a  detachment  which  had  been  so  manv 
months  at  sea  as  ttiat  under  mv  com- 
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mand,  at  least  at  the  first  period  of  ope- 
ration on  sliore,  the  men  should  liave 
been  alloweed  the  ration  of  spirits  to 
which  they  lud  been  accustomed.  Tiiese 
troops  I  spealc  of,  sailed  under  my  com- 
mand from  England  in  March,  and  con- 
sisted of  two  squadrons  of  the  6lh  dra- 
goon guards,  the  5th,  .36th,  45th,  and 
8Sth  regiments  of  foot,  five  compariies 
ot  the  95th,  and  two  companies  of  artil- 
lery. We  landed  at  Ensinada  without 
seeing  any  appearance  of  an  enemv  in 
the  morning  of  the  f?8th  June,  which 
vas,  I  believe,  the  best  chosen  situation 
for  the  troops  to  make  a  landing.  After 
crossing  the  swamp,  which  is  of  consider- 
able e.Ktent  along  the  banks  of  the  river, 
my  brigade  took  a  position  on  the 
heights,  and  another  regiment,  I  believe 
the  38th,  formed  on  our  left.  On  the 
29th  we  marched  off  by  our  right  on  the 
road  or  track  leading  "to  Buenos  Ayres 
by  the  rout  of  Reduction,  in  front  of 
which,  at  about  the  distance  of  one  mile 
and  a  half,  we  took  our  position  on  the 
evening  of  the  1st  July,  On  the  3d,  my 
brigade,  with  the  exception  of  the  four 
companies  I  have  mentioned,  was  al- 
ways at  the  distance  of  four  or  five  miles 
from  Brigadier-general  Lumley's  bri- 
gade, consisting  of  the  36th  aiid  88th 
regiments,  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  Major-general  Gower,  which 
wai  always  in  the  rear ;  for  the  purpose, 
as  I  understood  from  Major-general 
Gower,  of  procuring  fire  wood,"an  ar- 
ticle extremely  scarce,  and  only  to  be 
found  in  the  vicinity  of  a  few  farm  hous- 
es. During  the  wh'ole  of  our  march,  we 
were  observed  by  small  parties  of  irregu- 
lar horse  armed  with  long  muskets,  who 
exchanged  occasional  shots  uith  the 
rifle  corps;  but  until  our  arrival  at  Re- 
duction, nothing  occurreil  either  of  op- 
position from  the  enemy,  or  difficulties 
of  any  sort  material  to  relate.  The 
country  was  entirely  open  ;  and  though 
the  rout  was  frequently  intersected  by 
some  streams  and  bogs,  none  prored  any 
considerable  impediment  till  after  we  had 
passed  Reduction.  'I'he  only  enibairass- 
inent  I  experienced  in  conducting  the 
advance  guard,  proceeded  from  thii 
want  of  a  good  guide,  tV.r  the  inhabitants, 
excepting  two  (a  Mr.  Duval  and  an  In- 
dian servant  belonging  to  the  house 
where  I  took  up  my  quarteis   on  the 


night  of  the  1st,  and  whom  I  took  with 
me),  iiad  all  left  their  habitations.  As 
we  approached  Reduction,  we  saw  much 
more  considerable  l)odies  of  horsemen, 
wlio  appeared  only  intent  on  reconnoit- 
ring our  march.  On  the  evening  of 
the  1st,  my  brigade  took  a  position  on 
the  extremity  of  the  hiiiii  ground,  about 
.t  mile  and  a  half  nearer  to  Buenos  Ayres 
than  the  village  of  Reduction,  and  just 
at  the  skirt  of  the  low  marsljy  Hat, 
through  which  ran  the  rivers  Man- 
seil  and  Chuelo.  We  also  observed, 
that  the  fire  which  Lieutenant-colonel 
Pack  informed  me  in  his  opinion  was  in 
the  direction  of  the  bridge.  On  the 
evening  of  the  2d,  I  received  an  order 
from  Major-general  Gower  (who  had 
})assed  the  night  with  Brigadier-general 
Lumley's  brigade,  which  occupied  a  po- 
sition about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  in 
the  rear  of  mine)  to  be  in  readiness  to 
march  at  nine  o'clock.  Before  nine  the 
General  came  to  me,  and  after  a  good 
deal  of  conversation  on  the  direction  of 
our  march,  I  understood  from  him,  that 
according  to  the  accounts  he  had  receiv- 
ed, the  enemy  had  constructed  consi- 
derable batteries  for  the  defence  of  their 
position  on  the  lower  Chuelo  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  bridge.  It  was 
therefore  determined  to  turn  their  posi- 
tion by  passing  the  river  higher  up ;  but 
I  thiiiK  it  material  to  state,  that  Major- 
general  Gower  at  this  time  certainly  had 
not  settled  with  the  Commander  inChief,. 
or  even  in  his  own  mind,  where  we  were 
to  attempt  the  passage  :  whether  at  the 
ford  called  Passo-Chico,  which  we  did 
in  fact  cross  over  higher  up  ;  or  one 
wiiich  was  said  to  be  situated  about  a 
league  iiigher  up.  We  saw  the  enemy 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and 
after  we  had  marched  about  two  or  three 
hours.  General  Gower  and  myself  dis- 
tinctly saw  General  Whitelorkc's  divi- 
sion on  the  march,  and  from  every  con- 
sideration, both  from  general  reasoning 
and  from  particular  circumstance^,  I  wa< 
certainlv  during  the  whole  of  this  day 
impressed  with  the  belief  that  they  were 
following  us.  Some  time  after.  General 
Gower  shewed  me  a  letter  from  the 
Commander  of  the  forces,  by  which  he 
was  fully  authorised  to  cross  the  river, 
and  to  establish  himself  in,  or  in  the 
vicinity  ot  the  suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres : 
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an  advantage  which  was  clear  to  me 
could  not  bii  taken  possession  of  without 
an  action.  It  was  some  time  after  that  I 
understood  fion"!  General  Gower  iiis  in- 
tention to  pass  the  Chico,  nor  did  I  in- 
quire, as  the  direction  in  which  we  had 
till  then  been  marching  would,  we  sup- 
posed, have  been  equally  advantageous. 
After  we  had  passed  Uie  river,  we  ->aw  at 
about  the  distance  of  a  cannon  shot  in 
our  front — a  body  of  about  500  horse. 
They  attempted  nothing,  and  from  the 
direction  in  whicli  tliey  afterwards 
moved,  I  conjectured  they  crossed  liie 
river.  At  length  we  arrived  at  a  track 
which  crossed  obliquely  to  our  right, 
and  which  tlie  guide  said  led  to  the  Fas^o 
Chico.  General  Gower  dctermiiieti  to 
take  that  direction,  and  ordered  me  to 
proceed  with  my  brigade  as  quickly  as 
1  could,  and  either  to  force  the  pass,  or 
to  estabiisji  myself  on  the  banks  of  the 
river.  When  we  arrived,  tliere  was  no 
appearance  of  an  enemy  ;  and  by  the 
time,  my  brigade  had  passed,  General 
Gower  arrived  at  the  head  of  General 
Lumley's  brigade.  About  this  time 
Major  Fraser,  who  commanded  four 
companies  of  the  95th,  pointed  out  to 
me  a  column,  whicli  had  the  appearance 
of  a  considerable  body  of  the  enemy 
niarchiiig,  as  if  to  take  possession  of  the 
heights  opposite  the  lord,  but  to  etFect 
which  they  were  palpably  too  late.  I 
sent  an  officer  to  Gtmeral  Gower  to 
report  this,  and  to  request  his  permission 
to  move  on  and  occupy  the  Ireights.which 
are  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  distant 
from  the  ford.  The  answer  1  received 
was,  that  I  might  goon,  and  act  accord- 
ing to  circumstances,  and  that  lie  would 
support  me  with  General  Lumley's 
brigade.  We  gained  the  heights  without 
any  oppbsition,  and  from  the  general 
appearance  of  the  enemv,  it  was  evident 
to  me  they  were  already  in  a  state  of 
confusion,  which  it  was  important  to 
take  advantage  of.  After  gaining  the 
heights,  I  took  the  tirst  road  to  my 
right,  which  the  guide  pointed  out  to 
me  as  leading  to  the  town,  and  to  the 
position  which  the  enemy  was  obliged  to 
station  themselves  in  to  cover  it.  Ai  we 
proceeded,  there  was  an  appearance  that 
the  enemy  was  disconcerted  by  our 
movements.  During  the  march,  I  re- 
ceived orders  from  General  Gowta*  by 


an  ofiicer  to  halt.  I  cannot  positively 
say,  whether  that  was  merely  to  give 
time  for  Brigadier-general  Lundey's  bri- 
gade to  come  up,  or  to  take  a  position 
for  the  evening  ;  but  as  the  day  was  so 
far  advanced,  and  the  state  ot  tlie  ope- 
rations so  critical,  I  took  the  liberty  of 
stating  to  Geneial  Gower,  that  il  was 
very  desirable  to  proceed,  which  in  the 
mean  time  1  did.  A  very  short  time 
before  we  reached  Mr.  White's  house, 
the  Major-general  came  to  the  head  of 
my  brigade,  the  road  liad  then  taken  a 
turn  lo  the  lett,  and  wiien  we  arrived  at 
Jvlr.  White's  house,  we  were  marching 
nearly  parallel  to  the  position  in  whicb 
we  atterwards  discovered  the  enemv,  who 
were  tiien  on  our  right  flank  ;  iht-  ground 
was  so  extremely  intricate,  and  covered 
with  deep  trenches  and  li.gli  lences,  tliat 
although  the  enefny  at  this  time  vvere 
very  near  us,  we  had  not  discovered 
them.  Tlie  iirst  indication  we  had  of 
their  presence  was  a  shot  tire;!  from  a 
gun  placed  on  the  Coral  just  asGencral 
Gower  and  myself,  with  some  of  the 
staff  officers,  appeared  on  the  great  road 
leafling  into  that  where  the  main  columa 
of  tlie  corps  was  tiien  standing,  and 
which  road  h.-ads  into  the  town  by  the 
Coral  de  Miserari  (court-yard  of  the 
shambles)  where  tiie  enemv's  guns  were 
then  placed.  As  soon  as  this  gun  was 
tired,  General  Gower  said  something  to 
me,  I  think  it  was,  "  We  must  turn  the 
right  and  left  flanks."  1  understood  this 
as  an  order  to  attack  the  enem;. ,  and 
immediately  obeyed.  '^1  he  enemy's  Are 
for  a  very  short  time  appeared  lo  me 
to  come  from  a  very  considerable  body 
of  infiintry,  but  tiie  light  companies 
and  tlie  93th  advanced  so  rapidly,  that 
the  enemy  very  soon  gave  way,  leaving 
behind  them  twelve  pieces  of  artill  ry. 
I  pursued  them  about  tljree  quarters  of  a 
mile  bevond  the  pn^iti<)n  from  which  I 
had  driven  them,  nearly  to  the  com- 
nienc^finent  of  the  town.  While  I  was 
forming  the  brigade,  which  from  the 
nature  of  the  ground,  and  sU'-'Je-niess  of 
the  action,  had  got  into  some  confusion, 
it  growmg  dark  wh"V  I  was  thus  em- 
ployed, I  received  an  order  from  Gene- 
ral Gower  by  Captaii>  Squires  of  tb.e  en- 
gineers, to  fall  bdck  to  tiie  Co  al,  where 
he  then  was.  It  certainly  appeared  to 
lue  at  that  moment  to  be  adviseabk  t« 
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follow  the  enemy  into  the  town,  ami  I 
desired  tiie  officer  who  brouj^ht  nie  the 
oitler  to  fall  back,  to  request  the  Gene- 
ral that  he  would  allow  nie  to  do  mj. 
I  trust  tiio  Comt  will  here  allow  me  to 
say,  tliat  from  all  I  heard  since,  1  am 
convinced,  that  if  the  main  division  un- 
der Gen-.-ral  ^^'hiteloc•k^  had  been  as 
near  as  I  thought  it  might  have  beeii, 
v.e  certainly  should  have  taken  the  town 
with  ease :  I  had  very  i^trong  doubts 
"wiiether  we  might  not  have  t.-.kcn  it  uitii 
General  Gowct's  corps.  Iii  answer  to  the 
message  I  had  so  sent  by  Capt.  Quires, 
I  received  a  second  and  peremptory 
order  to  fall  back  to  the  Coral,  the  Ge- 
neral stating  at  tlie  same  time,  that  our 
"wounded  (wiiich  did  not  exceed  above 
six  oflicers  and  thirty  men)  might  be 
cutolTby  the  straggling  parties  of  the 
enemy  which  had  beeii  hovering  about 
us.  Just  at  the  time  1  began  to  retire,  I 
discovered  that  General  Lumlcy's  bri- 
gade had  arrived  immediately  on  my 
right.  We  left  the  grenadier  company 
of  the  36th,  and  three  companies  of  the 
brigade  on  tlie  ground.  During  the 
greater  part  of  the  3d  July,  there  wa-, 
some  firing  between  our  pickets  and  the 
enemy  ;  and  I  think  it  was  about  three 
o'clock  General  AVhitelocke  came  up 
with  that  part  of  the  army  which  he  con- 
ducted in  person.  Eariv  on  the  morn- 
ing of  tiie  3d,  General  Gower  sent  Bri- 
gade-major Koche  with  a  Ibg  of  truce 
into  the  town,  with  a  verbal  summons,  as 
tiie  Major-general  informed  me ;  and 
the  Brigade-major  returned  in  conse- 
fjuence,  as  I  understood,  of  a  desire  ex- 
]3ressed  bv  General  Liniers,  that  wiiat- 
Cver  the  Major- general  ha;l  to  propose 
inigiit  be  done  in  writing.  Brigade- 
major  Koche  was  accordin.gly  sent  back 
with  a  letter,  containing  a  proposal  of 
certain  terms,  which  the  Major-gentral 
shewed  to  me  before  he  sent  it.  lie  did 
not  ask  mv  opinion  as  to  the  contents  of 
it,  nor  dicl  I  know  that  it  was  writteji 
from  any  particular  instructions  from 
General  vVhitelocke;  but  I  understood 
that  he  had  received  instructions  to 
iummon  the  town.  The  only  observa- 
tion I  took  the  libertv  of  making  on  the 
letter  was,  that  as  General  Liniers  was 
accused  of  breaking  the  convention  with 
General  Beresfortl,  it  did  appear  to 
Ige  to  be  material,  ia  making  iiuj  suck 


pro|)osals  to  him,  to  say  something  which 
might  remove  any  apprehen^i<Jns  which 
he  might  enlerlani  with  respect  to  the 
manner  in  w  hich  he  might  be  treated  by 
us  if  he  should  tall  i;:looi;r  hands.  Vi  iien 
Major  Rociie  retired,  General  Go.ver 
informed  me,  that  General  Liniers' 
answer  was  expressive  of  a  determi- 
nation to  defend  the  town.  A'l  thi<? 
occurred  at  noon  before  General  Vt  h;fe- 
locke  came  up.  JCariv  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  4th,  in  obedience  to  or- 
ders I  had  receivct',  i  went  to  Genera! 
\Vhitelocke'^s(]uarters,fur  the  purpose  of 
taking  his  instructions  with  respect  to  liic 
attack  on  t!ie  tow  n,  wh.ich  he  had  then 
determined  to  make  at  noon  that  day. 
After  I  had  read  t'le  disposition,  (ienerdl 
Whitelocke  took  me  aside,  and  said, 
tiiat  he  felt  so  much  reluctance  in  adopt- 
ing a  mea>i!re  wliicii  must  be  alteiuh^d 
w  ith  so  great  ati  effusion  of  blood,.  lh:jt 
he  had  determined  to  send  another 
sunmions  to  the  Spanish  (ieiieral.  lie 
shewed  me  a  letter,  and  certainly  upou 
that  occasion  he  did  ask  my  opinion  of 
the  propriety  of  sendmg  it.  I  told  him, 
that  in  my  opinion  he  had  better  not  send 
it;  that  the  determination  expressed  in 
the  answer  to  the  first  summons,  and  the 
wliole  of  the  enemy's  conduct  since,  in- 
duced me  to  believe,  that  the  letter 
would  produce  no  good  elfect,  and  that 
they  would  rather  consider  it  as  betray- 
ing a  want  of  competence  on  our  part. 
I'his  was  the  exact  substance  of  our  con- 
versation, which  teruiinated  wiih  tlwr 
General's  expres-.ing  a  determination  to 
send  Captain  \Vhitting!u;m  with,  ti^e 
lettt  r.  Tlie  disposition  '*as  afterwards 
r«  ad  and  explained  on  the  plaji,  to  cor.j- 
mandiiig  ojiicers  of  brigaxlcs.  There 
were  no  persons  in  the  rouni  but  the 
Lieutenant-general,  the  Major-Gene- 
ral, tl;e  Brigadiers,  and  Colonel  Pack, 
who  was.  well  acquainted  with  the  town. 
The  order,  as  1  before  stated,  was  for  an 
altaclv  to  be  made  at  1 2  o*clock  that  day, 
and  the  lime  at  which  tlie  convereatiou 
I  am  about  to  relate  took  place  was^  X 
believe,  about  half  past  ten  (>'ciotk.  I 
did  not  understand  from  any  thing  that 
passed,  that  either  myself  or  the  other 
Brigadiers  were  called  there  to  give  their 
opinion  upon  the  propriety  of  the  di-po- 
sition,  but  for  the  purpose'of  being  made 
acquaijited  with  Die  ,detail  of  it.      Sic- 
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Siimuel  Anchmuty  and  Colonel  Pack 
suggested,  that  a  little  b(  fore  uay-bro;ik 
on  the  following  inorLing  would  be  a 
better  time  t!ian  noon  on  that  day  for 
adv-incing  into  the  town ;  and  after  some 
consultation,  the  Commander  in  Chief 
determined  to  deier  the  attack  to  tlie 
iiiornine  of  the  jtii.  AVhile  we  were  in 
this  room,  a  Mr.  White,  who  had  resiiled 
a  couiideiable  lime  at  Buenos  Ayres, 
{^ave  tis  some  infornuttion,  whirh  we  af- 
tenvards  found  to  be  perfectly  correct, 
re^jjecling  the  dispositions  arid  defensive 
anangenients  which  tlie  enemy  had 
made  in  the  town  since  the  evening  of 
tiie  2d.  A  part  of  the  orck'r  of  attack 
was,  that  the  c-olumas  were  to  be  provid- 
tii  with  tools  and  implements  for  break- 
ing open  houses  ;  but  1  really  believe  it 
was  impossible  for  this  order  to  be  obey- 
ed to  any  extent,  for  the  tools  could 
not  be  procured  in  a  >utTficient  quimtity. 
'I'he  firing  at  the  pickets  continued  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  day  ;  and  during 
one  part  of  the  day  a  dispositioB  wa:> 
made,  under  the  idea,  that  by  withdraw- 
ing the  pickets,  or  allowing  them  to 
retire  before  the  enemy,  he  jiiight  be 
tempted  to  follow  far  enough  to  give  iis 
sm  opportunity  of  engaging  him  out  of 
the  town.  But  this  did  not  succeed. 
1  placed  small  pickets  of  the  infantrv  at 
■ilie  head  of  my  brigade  for  the  advance 
on  the  next  day.  The  first  information 
1  received,  as  to  the  means  and  position 
of  the  enemy,  1  found  to  be  false,  for  it 
was  said  llial  they  were  entrenched  oil 
tlie  river. 
Adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


EIGHTH  DAY. 

SATURDAY,    FEBRUARY   6. 

The  Court  havini^  met  pui-suant  to  ad- 
journment, Rrigaciier-CiL-neral  Crau- 
tiird  wa-  again  called,  and  proceeded 
in  his  narrative. 

<■  A.  I  yesterday  stated  that  all  the 
house  s,  except  one,  were  deserted  :  I 
mean  to  say,  after  leaving  the  village  of 
Barragon,  in  which,  when  we  landed, 
there  were  several  inhaintant*  who  did 
^ot  at  all  ai)pear  shy  of  us> 


Q.  ^V^hat  informatioivdid  you  receive 
during  the  march  ? 

A.  1  received  information,  I  think, 
from  Mr.  Duval,  whom  I  found  in  hit 
house  near  Barragon,  and  whom  I  brought 
with  me  as  a  guitie.  He  stated,  that 
when  he  lell  the  town  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
a  few  diiys  before,  the  enemy  had  a  corps 
and  :>ome  batteries  on  the  lieigbts  of, 
Keduction,  but  thai  nothing  had  been 
done,  except  constriicting  a' battery  for 
the  puri)Ose  of  commanding  the  road, 
by  which  General  Beresford  had  passed 
the  swamp  the  year  before.  I  had  alsQ 
hrard,  and  from  the  conversation  I  ha<i 
witli  General  Whitelocke  on  the  4th. 
July,  it  was  believed,  that  the  enemy 
had  constructed  considerable  batteries 
for  the  defence  of  the  river  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  bridge  on  the 
heights  of  Barragon  ;  but  wiiether  tli« 
Chicv>pass  was  defended  in  a  simi- 
lar manner,  we  were  not  able  to  ascer- 
tain till  we  approached  it.  With  respect 
to  the  reconnoitring  parties,  I  heard  of 
none,  except  the  advance  guard  and  the 
Hanking  parties  of  my  own  brigade,  lu 
answer  to  the  (juestion,  why  the  pass  of 
the  bridge  was  not  attempted,  I  can  only 
state  my  own  opinion,  and  that  of  the 
other  officers  with  whom  I  conversed  ou 
the  subject.  I  cannot  say  what  the  opi- 
nion of  the  Commander  of  the  forces 
might  have  been,  but  certainly  our  opi- 
)iiou  was,  that  the  pass  of  the"  river,  on 
which  all  intelligence  agreed  that  tha 
enemy  had  a  strong  position,  would  not 
have  been  judicious,  when  by  an  easy 
inarch  it  appeared  possible  to  turn  his 
fiimk  by  passing  the  river  higher  up.  [a 
answer  to  the  question,  what  was  the 
state  of  the  advance  corps  previous  to, 
and  after  the  action,  with  reference  to 
the  probable  event  of  the  corps  being 
defeated,  1  can  only  speak  from  hear- 
say. I  do  not  know  what  General 
AV  hitelocke's  opinion  may  be,  but  if  the 
division  halted  during  the  afternoon  in 
the  station  described  to  me  by  Lieut.- 
Coionel  Bourke,  it  is  quite  clear,  tliat 
no  co-operation  could  have  taken  place 
that  evening;  and  we  could  not  have 
derived  any  support  from  it.  With  re- 
spect to  what  measures  were  taken  for 
insuring  the  success  of  the  attack  on  the 
3d,  whether  by  bringing  up  artillery, 
and  recoimolti-uig  tlio  approaches  of  the 
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town,  I  heard,  that  an  order  had  been 
sent  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mahon,  then 
at  Reduction,  with  a  considerable  part 
of  the  held  artillery,  to  advance  towards 
the  bridge,  at  the  time  that  the  rest  of 
the  army  should  attack  the  town.  With 
respect  "to  reconnoiiring  the  approaches 
to  the  town,  I  believe  every  thing  was 
done  by  thestalf  olfiters  that  could  have 
been  done  on  the  right,  but  as  to  the  left 
I  cannot  speak. 

Q.  Was  there  any  order  given  by 
General  Whitelocke 'for  reconnoitring 
the  town  ? 

A.  To  the  best  of  mv  recollection,  we 
were  ordered  at  the  time  the  plan  was 
delivered  to  the  olficers,  to   make  our- 
selves   acquainted    with    the    points  of 
attack.     As  to  what  knowledge  was  ob- 
tained from  the  prisoners  of  the  designs 
of  the  enemy,  and  his  plan  for  the  de- 
fence of  the   town,  I  do  not  recollect. 
We  received  no   inteliigence  fioni  the 
prisoners  on  tlie  day  of  tlie  2d  ;  nor  do  I 
think  they  could  have  given  us  any,  as 
the  position  of  the  enemy,  on  account  of 
the  operations  of  the  2d,  was  entirely 
changed;    but  on  the  4lh  July,    Mr. 
White  told  me,  and  several  other  offi- 
cers in  General  Whitelocke's  room,  that 
he  was  informed  by  people  who  had  lately 
left  the  town,  that  the  enemy  had  strongly 
entrenched  themselves,  and  placed  lieavy 
cannon  in  all  the  streets  leading  into  the 
great  square,  where  he  had  concentered 
the  principal  part  of  his  force.      The 
position  we  afterwards  found  had  been 
correctly  described:    the  disposition  of 
the  enemy,    and  the  position   he   had 
taken,  after  I  was  taken  prisoner,  turned 
©utto  be  just  as  Mr.  VVliile  had  describ- 
ed it  on  the  4th.     I   yesterday  stated, 
and  I  am  now  convinced,  that  if  the  main 
body  of  the  army  had  b(^en   in  a  situa- 
tion to  support  the  advance  corps  on  the 
2d,  the  town  would  have  been  carried 
i»ith  ease.      I  thouglit  so  at  the  time, 
Vecause  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
inarch  on  the  2d,  we   had  '^een  in   the 
Held  what  I  conceived  to  be  the  bulk  of 
the  enemy's  forces  in  motion.     By  our 
movement,   and  what  we  observed   of 
tiieirs,  it  was  evident,  that  we  had  turn- 
ed their  original  position,  and  that  they 
were  engaged  in  attenipiing  to  cliange 
ilieir  front,  and  take  up  a.  new  poiiUon 


on  that  gide  the  town ;  and  there  cer- 
tamly  therefore  was  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  we  had  defeated  a  consider- 
aljle  division  of  their  army :  during  this 
movement  they  were  not  prepared  for 
the  defence  of  the  interior  of  the  town 
on  that  side,  I  was  afterwards  informed 
by  a  Spanish  ofllicer,  tisat  we  should  have 
been  in  the  tow  n  before  the  greater  part 
of  their  army.  In  answer  to  the  qufcfi- 
tion,  vvhether  the  troops  of  the  advance 
corps  were  selected  for  this  purpose 
from  the  best  troops,  with  the  exception 
of  the  36th  and  SSth  regiments,  who, 
Ihougli  excellent  corps,  had  been  eigh't 
or  nine  monthg  embarked  ;  the  detach- 
ment of  the  71st  light  infantry,  and  the 
rilie  corps,  were  of  that  description  best 
calculated  for  that  service.  The  former 
regiments  certainly  did  not  appear  to  be 
so  lit  to  form  a  part  of  the  advanced 
corps,  as  the  38tii,  40tli,  and  87th,  who 
had  been  long  in  tiie  country.  I  yester- 
day, in  my  evidence,  positively  stated, 
thut  neither  myself,  nor  any  of  the  Briga- 
diers, were  consulted  on  the  plan  of 
attack:  I  never  gave  my  opinion,  I 
never  expressed  my  opinion  ;  my  opi- 
nion never  was  asked,  and  I  should  have 
thought  it  presuniptuous  in  me  to  offer  it. 
Q.  VVeie  there  any,  and  what  local 
impediments  on  the  march  from  the 
heights  above  Barragon  to  the  Chuelo^ 
to  liave  prevented  the  army  arriving  at  a 
short  distance  from  that  river  ou  the  se- 
cond (lay  after  its  departure  from  the 
height>  ? ' 

A.  If  the  army  had  not  quitted  the 
heights  of  Barragon  before  the  artillery 
had  crossed  the  great  morass,  and  if 
the  troops  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
marching,  I  think  that  the  army  might 
without  diflticulty  have  reached  die  posi- 
tion in  front  of  Ileduttion  in  the  second 
march  :  but  considering  all  the  circum- 
stances that  existed  at  the  lime,  I  did  not 
think  the  army  could  Jiave  been  conve- 
niently established  in  the  position  of  Re- 
duction before  the  evening  of  the  1st. 
Indeed,  I  have  no  reason  to  believe,  that 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Mahon,  with  his 
corps  of  artillery,  could  have  come  up 
sooner  than  the  2d. 

Q.  You  have  stated  in  your  evidence, 
that  you  ha<l  a  conversation  with  Gene- 
ral Whitelocke  on  the  1st,  state  wliatevM 
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you  remember  of  tliat  conversation,  so 
lar  as  applies  to  tlie  subject  of  these 
charges  ? 

A.  While  ll»e  troops  were  halting, 
General  W  hitelocke  took  nie  aside,  ami 
the  substance  of  what  he  said  to  me  was, 
that  he  hud  thought  ot  dftacliiiii^  a  part 
of  the  army  to  make  a  eonsulerahle  de- 
tour towards  the  highei  part  of  the  Clui- 
elo,  in  order  U)  turn  tiie  position  in 
■which  he  understood  the  enemy  had  en- 
trenched liiniseli  on  that  river,  whilst  the 
rfst  of  the  army  should  advance  against 
that  po  ition,  and  that  General  Gowcr 
agreed  with  him  that  it  was  an  adviseable 
operation.  'Hie  Commander  of  the 
forces  asked  ni}'  opinion,  and  1  told  him, 
that  considering  the  smallness  of  the  army 
which  he  commanded,  it  diil  not  appear 
to  me  to  be  adviseable  to  make  any  con- 
siderable division  of  the  corps  at  so  con- 
siderable a  distance  from  each  other.  I 
think  he  ended  the  conversation  with 
saying,  '•  Well,  I  think  you  are  right." 
■  Q.  Was  it  knovv'n  at  the  time  that 
there  were  more  passes  than  one  above 
the  bridge  over  the  Chuelo  ? 

A.  The  information  1  had  received  at 
that  time  was  very  vague.  I  had  heard 
that  the  course  ot  the  river  w;ls  so  short 
we  might  head  it  altogether.  On  the 
Sd,  this  was  contradicted  by  an  Indian 
servant  of  the  pioprietor  of  the  house  in 
\yhich  I  passed  the  night  of  the  first,  and 
ivho  I  took  with  me  as  a  guide  on  the 
second. 

'  Q.  You  stated  that  in  the  (^ourse 
of  the  march,  Major-General  Gowi-r 
shewed  you  aletter  from  General  \^  hite- 
locke to  hi:n,  in  wivich  he  was  desired  to 
cross  the  i  iver  and  eslablish  himselt  nevir 
the  town.  Did  or  did  not  that  letter 
contain  an  order  to  march,  or  was  it 
merely  an  authority  to  General  Gowcr  to 
»ct  according  to  ]v,s  own  discretion  ? 

A,  From  my  recollection  of  the  con- 
tents of  that  letter,  as  well  us  of  all  that 
pass:cd  between  me  and  General  Gower' 
en  that  day,  I  do  believe  the  letter  was 
so  worded,  as  to  leave  it  with  the  Major- 
General  to  act  according  to  his  own 
Judgment ;  at  the  sair.e  time  I  must  re- 
peat, that  I  do  not  recollect  the  precise 
terms  of  the  letter.  This,  however,  i 
tan  state  positiv-ely,  that  his  conduct  was 
that  of  an  officer  who  had  not  received  a 
deremptory  order. 


Q.  Is  the  Court  to  understand,  that 
G'-neral  Craufurd  does  not  i;  derstand 
t!ie  tt  rms  of  the  letter :  that  he  does 
reinembi.r  tiie  substance  of  the  letter; 
and  that  the  wiiole  of  the  substance  is 
what  he  has  stated  m  hi?  evidence  ? 

A.  1  am  not  sure  whetJKr  the  letter 
contained  any  ac.thority  to  summon  the 
town;  I  have  since  heard  tiiat  it  did  :  I 
saw  it  only  once,  and  tiiat  at  a  moment 
when  my  mind  was  wholly  occupied  by 
the  operations  then  going  on.  There 
might  have  been  other  parts  of  the  let- 
terwhich  I  do  not  remember;  the  words 
of  the  letter  did  authorise  General  Gow- 
er to  establish  himself  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  suburbs  of  the  town. 

General  W  hitelocke  declined  putting 
anv  questions  to  the  witness  for  the  pre- 
sent. 

Examined  by  the  Court. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  there  were  no 
camp  kettles  with  the  expedition,  were 
there  any  means  provided,  ©r  was  there 
any  possibility  of  providijig,  either  by 
horses  or  mules,  or  otherwise,  to  carry 
them  ? 

A.  When  we  landed  at  Barragon,  I 
saw  a  considerable  number  ot  horses  ; 
but  whether  tht'y  were  sufficient  for  con- 
veying the  kettles,  or  what  proportion  of 
them  were  allotted  to  carry  the  packs,  1 
had  no  opportunity  to  ascertain.  Gene- 
ral W hitelocke  appeared  to  think,  that 
•  every  thing  should  be  subservient  to 
that  of  gainui^  time,  being  apprehensive 
of  the  he4vv  rains  setting  in. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  part  of  the  army 
General  NVhitelocke  allotted  for  his  sta- 
tion (k;rin;i  the  attack  on  the  town  on  the 
SthJuly?^ 

A.  I'had  some  conversation  with  Ge- 
neral Go'vcr  on  the  subject  late  in  the 
evenuig  of  the  4'di,  from  the  conclusion 
of  which  1  uniitrstood  it  to  be  settled, 
that  he  should  recommend  it  to  the 
■  Commander  in  Chief  to  take  his  station, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  action  in 
tiie  nionnng.  a  little  in  the  front  of  the 
ground,  on  which  the  right  of  my  brigade 
was  then  stationed. 

Q.  Had  General  Whitelocke  allotted 
any  station  or  place  for  the  rendezvous 
of  the  troops,  in  the  event  of  the*  attack 
being  unsuccessful? 

Ar  I  never  heard  of  any. 
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Q.  yras  it  ever  comrmmJc3.t«]  to  you 
where  General  V.'hitelockean;!  General 
Gower  \ve'-e  to  be  found  on  the  cia)  oi  the 
attack  in  case  of  need  ? 

.  A.  General  Gower  informed  me,  that 
^e  slioiild  recoinineRt!  it  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Cliief  to  take  hii  btatioii  as  I 
have  already  d.eiicribed  it.  I|e  also,  in 
Jinswer  to  a  question  I  put  to  liim  re- 
specting his  own  htation,  «aid,  that  Ge- 
nend  Whitelock'j;  liad  ordered  i:|in  to  be 
with  himself;  liiit  [  do  not  rt'wjllect  lUat 
file  station  was  ever  n>ade  kr.o'.vn  ti^nie, 

Q.  In  thr  di-.tributi(M)  for  (lie  attack 
on  tile  5lh,  \va<  any  rtafiaii  aiiottcd  for 
the  Coiiunaiider  of  tiie  lorees^  and  the 
s'ecoi-.d  in  comnrajid  c 

A.  'Vi>  the  t>eAt  of  my  recollection,  on 
the  wtitjen  d>&jK>sitiou  of  the  order  there 
was  none :  no  such  Wd^  given  out  in 
the  general  orders,  in  consecjiu^ice  of 
the  eoftversation  I  had  with  General 
Qovfef,  he  said,  he  had  advised  the 
Coniinander  of  tl>e  forces  to  be  at  W  bite's 
house,  i  said  I  thonghL  that  an  unbe- 
coming station. 

Q.  Was  any  general  order  given  at 
Any  time  in  j-Hiblic,  as  to  where  tiie  Ge- 
neral was  to  be  faiiiid  on  that  day  ? 

A.  I  do  not. recollect  that  tiicre  was. 

Q.  What  i)roi)ortiun  did  that  body  of 
fhe  Spanish  arn^y  \vl)i(  hyoii  defeated  on 
the  2d  July  bear  to  the  main  body  r 

A.  I  saw  so  little  olthe  SpaHisii  army, 
I  cannot  say  exactly.  I  suppose  there 
wiight  have  beeii  two  thousand  men  en- 

Q.  Had  the  enemy  been  entrenched 
ask'td  been  rej/urtcd,  and  that  (icner.d* 
Viouer  liad  attacked  them  with  eflrclon 
tbe  momintf  of  tiie  24,  by  coniinu;  in  tlie 
rear  of  tlieir  entrenchments,  could  tliat 
have  opened  a  pa>sa.5e  for  the  men  in 
ilinni^ing  up  thearliilery  ? 

A.  I  have  aiieady  stated,  that  in  cro'^s- 
yi!^  t>ver  tlie  Chico  puss,  [  observed, 
wlial  appeared  to  me  a  consJderaL.le  part 
of  tiie  enemy's  army,  moving  Ironi  tiieir 
i'o'iuer  po->ilion  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
1?)  ;<tge^  with  the  intention  of"  taking  a 
IjiCw  one  Oil  the  heights  higher  up  the 
r!\cr.  'I'iie  operation  vviiich  took  place 
alserv.ards,  appeared  to  me  to  be  the 
only  one  which,  under  these  circnm- 
"stances,  we  could  make  with  praj)rietv. 

Q.  Did  Geacral  GJowcr  express  any 


displeasure  at  the  letter  he  receivetl  firoro' 
General  Uhitelocke  on  the  morniag  of 
the  2d? 

A   Quite  the  contrary. 

A'ljoumed  until  to-uiorrovr. 


NINTH  DAY. 

MOND.4Y,    JEERUARY   S. 

The  Court  having  met,  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment, .Brig, -General  Craufurtl 
was  again  cailed  and  further  examined. 

Q.  What  was  the  state  of  the  weather 
dunng  the  march,  and  towards  the  end 
of  July  ? 

A.  In  the  evening  of  tjic  1st,  it  ajv 
peared  very  much  as  if  the  raiii  was 
about  to  set  in  :  and,  to  the  best  of  my 
recoiiectioM,  Colonel  Pack  mentioned  to 
me,  that  ivoiw  the  appearance  of  the 
weatlier,  as  well  as  his  recoliectioa 
served  as  to  what  hatl  passed  about  the 
same  time  the  year  before,  it  was  most 
lU-;eK'  the  rainy  season  had  then  set  in. 
On  the  evening  of  the  2d  it  rained  very 
hard,  but  1  do  not  remember  the  *tate 
u/  the  weather  afterwards. 

Bvigadifr-Geixeral  the  Honhle.  J^illiam 
Lumlcy  iiL07-n  and  examined. 

Q.  Were  you  the  senior  ofilcer  of 
cavalry  employed  upon  the  expedition 
against  Buenos  Ayres? 

A.  I  was. 

[Here  a  paper  to  direct  the  witness  to 
the  principal  points  to  which  he  was  to 
cuiilme  his  evi.dence  was  put  into  hij 
luuuis.] 

Gi;neral  Lun^ley,  previous  to  giving 
his  te^timony,  intimated  to  the  Court^^ 
that  he  should  in  the  course  of  his  evi- 
dence be  under  the  necessity  of  more 
trequently  using  the  name  of  Major- 
(nnieral  Gov.er,  thanthat  of  Lieutenant- 
General  Wiiiteiocke,  as  he  had  received! 
tile  most  of  his  orders  from  the  former, 
lie  also  begged  leave  to  state  to  th» 
Court,  that  he  had  received  in  the  course 
of  the  service,  through  the  Maj. -General, 
a  variety  of  orders  whicli  did  not  imme- 
diately relate  to  the  cavalry  departmcilf. 
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Jude^e  Advocate, — No  orders  can  be 
given  m  evidence,  except  siuii  us  tlic 
Court  are  coin|)ellocl  to  cDiisitK^r  as  coin- 
ing from  Lieutenar.t-Oi'ivjral  \Vi)ite- 
locke.  it  i>,  thert'foi  t>,  inatcrial  (or  the 
Court  tocoiisidt'r  iiow  far  svirh  orders  as 
UKiv  be  disclosecl  in  tl:ie  evidence,  goey 
to  'alifect  Lieiiten:int-(JesK-ral  Wiiite- 
locke.  The  question  is,  not  vvl-.at  or- 
<lers  he  received  from  General  CJower, 
but  what  orders  were  issued  by  Geix-ral 
\V'lutelo<.ke. 

General  Lumletf. — I  ain  foldier  enougli 
to  know  that  all  orders  tiow  from  tiie 
Commander  in  Chief. 

Q.  Proceed  to  state  the  operations  of 
the  aniiv,  and  (iw  orders  issued  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Creneral  Whitelocke,  frovn  the 
time  of  his  taking  the  command  of  tiie 
forces  employed  against  Buenos  .Avres. 
to  the  close  of  the  night  of  the  4th  July, 
previotis  to  the  attack  on  tlie  5t]i  ? 

A.  On  the  lOtli  May,  Lieutenanl- 
General  Whiteloeke,  and  Mnjor-Gpne- 
ral  Gower,  landed  at  Monte  Video.  As 
soon  as  I  heard  of  their  arrival  I  paid  my 
respects  to  them.  On  the  1 1th,  an  or- 
<ler  was  issued  with  respect  to  General 
Gower  being  appointed  to  ilie  executive 
duties  and  localities  of  the  situation,  and 
on  the  following  morning  General  Gower 
called  me  aside  in  the  square  of  the  go- 
%'ei'nment  house,  and  asked  for  inlbrma- 
tion  respecting  the  po-,ls  up  the  country, 
and  the  ntimber  ot  troo|)s  stationed  at 
each.  I  gave  tlieinfcrmalion  that  hewisli- 
ed,  telling  bin)  that  I  had  been  to  the  ex- 
tent of  about  seventy  miles  up  the  coun- 
try. In  consequence  of  a  conversation 
<*n  the  Ijth,  the  Major-Gen"ral  desired 
that  I  would  go  up  tlie  country  to  purcijase 
horses,  saving,  tliat  it  wi;iild  be  a  rea- 
dier way  tban  proceeding  in  the  usual 
maimer  by  calling  upon  {lie  cabikioes 
(magistrates).  I  stated  to  him,  that  four 
dollars  was  the  price  given  by  the  Spa- 
nish government,  but  I  supposed  the 
price  might  have  been  raised,  and  I 
thought  1  could  get  very  good  horses 
for  six  dollars  each.  Tiie  horses  them- 
selves are  extremely  clever,  and  as  good 
as  any  I  ever  saw,  and  I  thought  tiie 
cars'alry  might  be  as  well  mounted  there 
as  any  where,except  in  liiis  country.  But 
the  total  want  of  dry  food  rendered  them 
useless  in  a  very  few  days  ;  the  usual 
way  of  managing  Ihcm  being  to  turn 


tliem  out  a  certain  number  «f  hours  (y.i 
the  open  jiiain.  '1  here  being  no  dry 
food,  tx<c-j.it  a  sort  of  sour  grass  cut 
down,  calicd  pasto  ,*  a!l  the  Judiaii 
corn  of  tiie  conntry  Jsad  also  been  Just 
tut  down.  Evtiy  exeition  was  made  to 
get  as  niucii  of  tins  as  could  be  procured, 
previous  to  theaniva]  vi'  (lie  Ln-utenant- 
general.  IJaving  stated  li;is  to  the  Ma- 
jor general,  ht  ia.'fl,  we  should  make 
every  rxeilion  to  j)rocure  corn  aaiJ 
liorses,  i  remained  at  Monte  \'ideo 
till  the  I'Oth  Ishxy,  an<l  on  the  iSth  or 
IQlii  General  (jower  found  fault  that  I 
was  ziot  gone  up  tiie  txiunlry.  I  told 
him  I  had  previous  arrangements  to 
make  with  the  peoijie  at  Aionte  Vide<» 
before  1  proceede<!  up  the  country.  On 
the  2iVj,)  !  set  out  and  jiroceeifed  to  u 
small  village  valied  Las  Ridras,  o^i  tin* 
Ganielo.  During  the  few  days  1  was  up 
the  country,  \  coniniunicated  witfi  T.ieu- 
tenant-coioii^-1  Torrens,  t.'ie  military  se- 
cretary, Y.Jioin  I  conceived  to  be  the 
proper  person  for  continuing  the  corre- 
spondence. On  my  arrival  at  the  Came- 
lo,  I  found  the  Jai-ge  rivei^  I  had  to  pass 
over  extremely  swollen,  even  more  so 
than  usual  at  that  season.  'j'iie  light 
troops  of  the  country  had  previously 
cleared  aw.iy  great  numbers  of  horses, 
and  prevented  tlie  people  from  brhigiuaj 
tlown  others.  Tliey  also  intercepted 
inid  prevented  my  messengers  complet- 
ing my  orders,  I  could  not  proceed 
v.'ithout  considerable  dillicultv,  awd  a 
rt'info*rement  to  assist  me  to  cro.=  s  th$ 
rivers  great  and  little — St.  Lucia  and  the 
St.  .iosephe.  I  conse(juently  wrote  to 
head  <piarters  on  tiie  '23i\,  and  received 
a  reinforcement  on  the  l'4th,  w  ilh  a  cau- 
tion not  to  encounter  any  risk  which 
should  oblige  me  to  engage  the  eneniv. 
1  was  consecjuentl}-  prevented  froni 
crossing  the  rivers  which  were  now  onlv 
passable  by  ferries — a  conve\ance  veiV 
scarce.  1  was  therefore  oblige  d  to  be 
coirtented  with  what  1  could  jjrocure  iij. 
the  neighhourhood  ofl'ameio.  Ilavine 
collected  above  one  bundi  ed  hol■■^es,  be- 
sides some  fev,'  I  had  lei'lto  rejilacet  hose- 
that  were  now  down  at  Camelo,  I  wrote 
for  permission  to  return  to  Monte  A^deo 
as  1  thought  I  coA^dd  be  of  no  more  u-e 
where  I  was.  I  returned  in  con^ec|uenctt 
of  a  letter  on  fhe^Ot,!!,  to  .Monte  A'ideo, 
leaving  directions  wllJi  Licutenar.t-colo- 
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nel  Lloytl,  to  procure  as  many  horses  in 
that  Deigliboiiriuiod  a«;  he  was  able  ;  and 
on  thct  evening,  I  paid  my  respects  to 
the  Lieu'.eiiant-LTencral,  and  tlie  next 
morning  lo  the  ^iaior-general,  who  found 
great  fault  with  nie  for  lixiiif^  at  so  hiy;h 
a  rate,  by  wiiich  I  had  Io^t  tne  opporl'u- 
nity  of  getting  more  horses.  I  assured 
liim  that  w.'.s  not  lheea.se  ;  for  as  I  raised 
ray  prfcc,  the  people  rai-ed  tiieirs,  whie.l! 
I  happened  soon  afterwards  to  have  an 
ojipoitunity  ot  proving  lo  him.  Itlien 
proposed  to  him  a  plan  to  apply  to  the 
cabiidocs  (magistrates)  to  coiiect  horses 
in  the  way-t-iey  l;ad  always  been  accus- 
tomed to  do  tor  ir.e  King  of  Spain.  On 
the  1st  June  an  ordiM-  was  issued  to  ihut 
efiect,  and  on  the  4th  or  5th  we  obtained 
abo'.tt  live  hundred  iiorses,  of  which  some 
were  immediately  chosen  to  complete 
the  artillery,  in  tiie  lirrt  instance,  to  the 
number  that  were  i;rdered  to  embark. 
The  cavalry  were  also  eompieled  to  160, 
and  several"  more  still  remained,  wiiich 
vere  turned  over  to  tiie  care  of  the  stew- 
ard of  the  King's  grounds.  Some  others 
Mere  given  in  rluu-ge  to  the  9th  dra- 
goons; and  finding  afterwards  that  there 
was  room  for  a  few  more,  they  were  ac- 
cordingly embarked.  During  this  pe- 
riod the  mounted  dragoons  had  come 
doun  from  the  outposts  under  Colonel 
I.loyd,  ai'.d  embarked  on  the  '2d  and  3d. 
AVith  respect  to  the  food,  I  was  told  by 
General  Gcwer  tiiat  the  Comii.issary- 
general  would  take  care  of  it.  I  had  by 
an  order  oftiie  ISth  May,  to  give  direc- 
tions respecting  feeding  the"  cavalry, 
leaving  previously  stated  the  quantity  of 
Indian  corn  I  thought  necessary.  "On 
the  3d  June,  a  general  ordir  was  issued 
respectiwg  the  baggage  of  the  army  ; 
-and  I  think,  imtneciiately  after  the  King's 
birth-day,  Genera!  Gower  visited  the 
stores  of  the  9th  und  1 7lh  light  dragoons, 
which  were  under  the  wails  of  the  town, 
and  insisted  that  all  these  stores  should 
be  removed.  I  pointed  out  to  him, 
th^t  there  were  a  quantity  of  supe  nv- 
merary  cavalry  appointments,  which  at 
that  distance  from  England  were  ex- 
tremely valuable.  He  said  he  did  not 
care ;  tiiat  the  stores  must  be  entirely 
clei'.red,  and  not  Oiily  that,  but  everv 
dragoon  him?er  must  be  lightened.  I 
of  course  reui'  nitrated  very  stron.;ly 
viith  hhii,  but  he  persevered.     I  after- 


wards had  a  conversation  with  ColoneTs 
Ijovd  and  Mahon,  who  stated  to  me, 
that  It  would  be  the  total  ruin  and  des- 
truction of  the  regiment,  as  if  any  of  the 
men  lo^t  any  tiiing,  there  would  be  no 
means  of  repLtcuig  it,  and  if  the  5th  drU- 
gooris  came  from  England,  they  would 
come  without  saddles  or  other  appoint- 
ments. I  had  previously  expressed  the 
same  opinion  to  General  Gower,  and 
slated,  that  many  of  the  oflicers  were 
personally  responsible  to  the  regiment 
for  these  stores  which  he  had  ordered  t© 
be  oestroyed.  1  he  next  morning  I 
wailed  on  him,  and  again  remonstrated 
with  him,  as  I  tiiought  it  my  dutv  so  to 
do.  I  besan  by  stating  to  him  my  fur- 
ther-objections, and  wiiat  a  destruction 
it  would  be  to  llie  cavalry  :  the  common 
wear  and  tear,  and  the  winter  coming 
on,  the  wildness  of  tlie  horses,  and  the 
impossibility  of  procuring  a  supply  from 
England  in  any  reasonable  time,  I  urged 
as  reasons  against  such  a  measure.  The 
Major-general  was  exceedingly  warm 
ar.d  said,  "  We  are  then  at  i-sue."  I 
told  ]>im  we  were  by  no  means  at  issue ; 
and  that  I  was  too  old  a  soldier  to  dis- 
obey a  peremptory  order,  but  I  tlionght 
it  wa»  my  duty  to  oiler  a  formal  remon- 
strance. I  ventured  to  say,  that  it  was 
contrary  to  the  King's  regulations.  The 
Major-general  n^lied,  that  he  did  not 
care  fur  the  King's  regulations;  they 
could  have  no  etfect  in  that  country,  and 
w;!  were  come  there  to  establish  a  new 
a.Ta. 

Mere  the  Judge  Ailvocate  objected  to 
this  part  of  the  evidetue  as  being  inad- 
missible.—  Brigadier-general  Lumley 
however  proceeded. 

The  ofhcers  ilemandcd  of  me  written 
orders  which  I  had  not.  On  the  oth. 
General  Gower  having  been  in  conver-- 
sation  with  GeneralWhilelocke  for  some 
short  time,  the  latter  callvd  me,  and  ia 
th€  comsc  of  conversation  confirmed  the 
opinion  of  General  Gower,  and  directed 
taaf  the  order  should  be  put  into  execu- 
tion; observing,  that  he  could  not  have 
such  a  ';viantity  of  baggage  following  the 
armv  about  tiie  country  ;  nor  was  it 
possible  for  him  to  turn  store-keeper, 
and  take  charge  of  the  stores.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  I  found  the  order  must 
be  obeved,  and  I  accordingly  applied 
for  u  v.'ritteu  order  as  the  commanding 
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ofTicers  wislied  for  such  an  aiitliority. 
He  rorerred  me  to  the  written  instruc- 
tions of  the  3(1,  I  consequendy  gave  or- 
ders to  the  commantUng  oHicers  of  the 
two  corps,  and  the  following  niorniiii<  I 
reported  to  (Jen.  Gower,  tiiat  the  wliole 
pf  the  <Hli  dragoons'  appointments  would 
be  made  away  with  by  1 1  o'clock  next  day, 
and  that  the  l/th's  would  be  destroyed  as 
soon  as  Colonel  JJoytl  could  disembark 
suthcient  men  to  clear  the  stores.  On 
the  ilth  June,  a  board' was  ordered  to 
be  assembled  to  investigate  what  bag- 
gage should  be  kejit,  but  this  board 
never  assembled.  Three  weeks  corn 
was  ordered  to  be  put  on  board.  'I'lie 
dragoon  and  artilierv  ollicers  were  first 
embarked,  and  the  dismounted  dragoons 
were  ordered  to  take  all  their  horse  ap- 
pointments with  them.  Alter  the  arrival 
of  General  Craufurd,  the  brigades  were 
arranged,  from  v.hicli  time  the  cavalry 
l)riga(le  was  discontinued.  I  asked  per- 
mission to  send  to  the  Commanding 
Officer  at  Colonia,  wiio  probably  would 
be  allowed  to  embark  some  horses  there; 
and  Lieutenant-colonel  Bouike  |)romised 
some  horses  should  be  embarked  there. 
On  the  18th,  the  brigades  were  finally 
arranged,  and  I  had  nothing  more  to  do 
Mith  the  mounted  dragoons.  After  that 
they  never  were  in  the  front  of  the  divi- 
sion with  which  I  marched,  except  about 
twelve  as  an  escort,  or  for  orderlies  to 
General  (Jower,  and  one  or  two  with 
General  Craufurd  and  mvself.  I  receiv- 
ed an  order  to  put  the  spirits  into  the 
smallest  casks  that  couid  l)e  found,  for 
jls  heller  conveyance  on  sitore.  On  the 
'27th  June,  the  regiments  were  all  ready 
for  landing;  and  on  the  '2S{.h,  tiie  land- 
ing took  place  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  village  of  Barragon.  'J'he 
troops  were  ordered  to  cook,  and  to 
land  with  three  days  provisions,  and 
pork  ready  dressed.  In  the  eveiiing,  I 
was  directed  to  advance  mv  brigade  to 
the  outermost  point  of  the  village,  and 
put  up  in  the  house*  as  well  a-s  tiie  place 
would  allow.  The  ground  was  low  and 
swampy,  and  consecpiently  we  had 
as  few  outposts  and  pickets  as  possible. 
We  were  ordered  to  march  at  about 
nine  o'clock,  my  brigade  leading  the  co- 
lumn. We  walked  through  swampy 
ground,  till  we  came  to  an  extremely 
«l«'ep  marsh,  which  took  the  men  upt'o 


the  middle:  it  was  muddy  and  difticult 
to  ride  through.  After  marching  about 
eight  or  nine  miles,  we  arrived  at  tiie 
heights,  where  (General  Gower  was 
ported  the  night  before.  The  3Gth  and 
88tii  were  then  ordered  to  proceed  with 
tile  Major-general,  wlio  was  then  waiting 
for  them  on  tlie  heights.  After  some 
conversation  between  General  White- 
locke  and  General  Guwer,  I  was  ordered 
to  proceed  with  th.it  part  of  my  brigade, 
and  put  myself  under  the  orders  of  the 
Major-general.  Soon  after  we  had 
moved  on,  it  appeared  to  ine  likely,  be- 
ing far  separated  from  the  sliii)ping,  that 
our  communication  for  provisions  might 
be  cutoir,  and  I  proposed  to  the  Major- 
general  to  allow  nie  to  return  to  tiie 
I7lh  dragoons,  and  bring  up  four  or  five 
Piones,  (cattle  catchers)  who  were  at- 
tached  to  tiiat  regiment,  and,  as  I  stated, 
must  be  of  material  use  in  procuring  cat- 
tle. To  this  General  Gower  consented. 
On  the  3d,  the  troops  in  advance  under 
Major-general  Gower  had  been  ordered 
to  tail  back,  and  the  pickets  to  v,  itiulraw, 
in  liopes  of  bringing  tiie  .Spanish  troops 
from  their  fortresses,  and  draw  tiieni 
into  action  if  possiljle.  General  Auch- 
muly  being  ordered  to  occupy  the 
ground  on  my  left,  as  his  column  was 
passing  by  tiie  front  of  my  brigade,  some 
of  the  enemy's  horsemen  fired  on  him. 
liefore  the  evening  closed,  we  were  or- 
dered to  occupy  a  house  about  three 
<|uarters  of  a  mile  in  front  of  their  jiosi- 
tion,  and  we  were  directed  to  apply  ibr 
biscuit  at  a  house  well  known  as  Mr. 
White's  house.  At  tiie  close  of  the 
evening,  the  firing  ceased,  nothing  fur- 
ther occurred,  and  each  brigade  drew 
out  its  own  pickets.  On  the  morning  of 
the  4th,  the  troops  were  again  under 
arms  by  day-break,  when  Captain  Max- 
well came  to  me  from  the  General,  with 
orders  to  repair  to  liead  quarter:,  at 
\\  iiite's  liouse  as  soon  as'  1  could.  Com- 
manding officers  of  eor[)swere  also  sum-» 
moned  to  attend.  I  went  down  accordr 
iiigly,  and  after  waiting  some  time  foij 
Sir  Samuel  Auchmutv,  who  had  not  ar- 
rived, the  Lieutenarit-geiieral  began  to 
explain  his  intentions  with  re«pect  to 
the  assault  on  tiie  town  that  oay  at 
twelve  o'clock.  Stating  tlie  bad  weather, 
the  probability  of  worse,  the  state  of  the 
troops  exposed  to  an  inclement  season, 
]  I 


id 


fRIAt  OF  LIEUTENANT-GENERAL  WHITELOC!'? 


and  in  grcal  want  of  provisions,  induced 
him  to  think  of  assaulting  tiie  town,  in 
preference  to  :iny  other  mode,  the  Spa- 
nish General  having  refused  to  listen  to 
terms;  for  further  particulars  and  detail, 
he  referred  us  to  General  Gower,  who 
t!ien  proceeded  to  point  out  in  the  map 
Jiis  plan  of  attack  ;  and  as  nianv  as  could 
sat  down  to  copy  it.  I  ventured  to  ask 
what  was  to  be  d<jne  in  case  we  met  w!l]a 
greater  opposition  than  we  had  reason 
to  expect,  or  could  well  oppose.  I  was 
told  that  was  particularly  answered  ijy 
tlie  orders;  we  were  to  place  ourselves 
as  far  in  advance  as  wc  could,  taking 
care  to  possess  ourselves  of  the  houses 
on  our  left,  in  preference  to  tliose  on  our 
right,  lest  we  should  be  exposed  to 
the  hre  of  our  own  guns.  Sir  Samuel 
Auclimuty  arrived,  and  in  conset[uence 
of  iiis  being  so  late,  a  discussion  took 
pface,  whether  it  was  possible  the  attack 
could  be  made  at  twelve  o'clock  that 
day.  it  was  soon  decided  that  it  should 
not  take  place  until  the  next  morning. 
Before  we  left  head  (juarters,  General 
Whitelocke  desired  me  to  send  for  my 
Brigade-major,  in  order  that  he  might 
go  again  into  the  town  with  a  sumnwns, 
in  hopes  of  saving  an  effusion  of  blood, 
which  must  be  gxpectod  wlien  the  as- 
sault took  place.  I  returned  to  mv 
brigade,  which  was  still  under  arms,  and 
learned  that  t!ie  firing  had  been  brisk  at 
the  out-posts  and  the  pickets,  who  were 
soon  after  ordered  to  be  withdrawn,  and 
occupy  the  san>e  ground  they  did  the 
day  before;  and  Major  Vandeleur,  with 
tiie  S8th,  was  ordered  to  the  advance 
post  to  relieve  the  light  troops,  who  were 
com[)1etely  exhausted.  After  some  fur- 
ther arrangements,  I  saw  no  more  of  Ge- 
ral  Whitelocke  during  that  day.  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Bradford,  the  deputy 
Adjutant-general,  soon  after  came  up 
to  me  and  said  that  my  brigade  should 
soon  be  relieved,  but  that  relief  did 
not  arrive  until  nine  o'clock  at  niglit, 
and  I  believe  it  was  twelve  o'clock  be- 
fore they  were  entirely  relieved.  I  im- 
mediately went  to  make  my  report  to 
General  Gower,  who  was  witii  General 
Craufurd  at  White's  house;  the  brigade 
was  then  ordered  to  retire  to  tiieir  for- 
mer ontonments,  and  I  procured  for 
rhem  some  wine,  and  a  little  biscuit. 
A'ijourned  uuiil  to  morryw. 


TENTH  DAY. 

TUESDAY,  9tll  FEBRUARY. 

The  Court  being  met,  pursuant  to  ad; 
journnient,  Brigadier-general  the  ho- 
nourable VVilliam  I^umley,  v/as  agaia 
called  and  furtiier  examined. 

His  evidence  of  the  preceding  day 
being  read  over,  the  General  observed  : 

"  In  one  part  of  my  evidence  I  have 
mentioned  a  conversation  between  Ma- 
jor-general Gower  and  myself,  iu 
which  he  said  he  did  not  care  for  the 
King's  regulations ;  as  this  was  a  very 
strong  expression,  I  should  beg  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  Court  to  state  all  that 
passed  upon  that  occasion. 

Judge  Advocate . — "  Most  certainly,  if 
we  are  to  take  a  part  of  this  conversa- 
tion, we  should  have  the  whole :  but  I  do 
not  see  how  it  can  in  any  wav  bear  upon 
the  charges  against  General  Whitelocke." 

Brigadier-general  Lumkrj  proceeded. 

"  General  Gower  said  that  no  army 
was  fit  to  march  which  carrieii  so  much 
baggage.  Tiiat  the  English  dragoons, 
were  always  too  heavy  laden,  and  parti- 
cularly in  that  country,  where  they  had 
toact  against  such  an  enemy,  and  in  this 
way  was  the  expression  before  alluded  to 
introduced,  I  think  it  therefore  material 
to  my  evidence,  to  have  this  upon  tlie 
minutes  of  the  Court.  I  thought  it  but 
justice  to  myself,  and  I  felt  it  my  duty 
(o  give  a  detail  of  this  transaction  as  pre- 
cisely as  I  could,  without  regard  to  any 
particular  person.  Had  I  been  asked  a 
direct  <juestion,  I  should  have  given  a 
short  answer." 

Judge  Advocate.-—^'  I  do  not  see  how 
this  cynversation  can  in  any  way  affect 
General  Whitelocke,  but  1  can  have  no 
objection  to  its  being  received,  if  the 
Court  wish  it,  and  General  Whitelocke 
does  not  object. 

i/r  John  Moore. — "  Tliis  is  a  conver* 
s  ition  between  General  Gower  and  Ge- 
neral Lumlev.  It  can  have  no  eftecl 
upon  the  judgment  of  this  Court,  nor 
does  it  bear  at  all  upon  the  charges 
against  General  Whitelocke,  and  in  uiy 
opinion  it  is  iudccent  and  improper  t» 
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remain  on  tlie  minutes  of  the  proceed- 
ings. Thert"  are  many  members  ot  the 
Court  at  tliis  side  of  the  table,  who,  as 
well  as  myself,  would  wisii  it  to  be 
erased.  Any  iSing  that  General  Gower 
said  about  the  King's  regulations,  is  be- 
tween tlie  King  and  Geu^^ral  Gower  ; 
not  between  this  Court  and  General 
Whitelocke." 

Judge  Advix-.dte, — "  I  can  have  no 
objection  whatever  to  have  this  erased 
from  the  minutes,  if  tiie  Court  wish  it, 
ajid  if  General  Whiteloeke  does  not  feel 
it  important  to  his  case  that  it  should  jre- 
jiiain." 

Guneral  Whiteloeke  signified  his  as- 
sent, and  that  part  of  the  evidence  was 
accordingly  ordered  to  be  struck  out 

Judge  ^kdvocate. — "  General  Lumley 
will  proceed  to  state  the  operations  of 
the  army  upon  tiie  march,  after  he  re- 
ceived the  order  to  proceed  with  General 
Gower  on  the  i?9ib. 

Gincj'ul  Lumlci/. — "  On  receiving  the 
order,  I  proceeded  witli  General  Gower 
and  the  liglit  brigade,  which  occupied  a 
height  about  six  miles  in  front  of  the  lirst 
height,  where  we  had  left  the  Lieutenant- 
general.  The  3(Jth  and  the  8Sth  occu- 
pied houses  in  the  rear.  Tliat  night  the 
Piones  wliom  I  brought  up  with  me, 
caught  some  cattle  for  the  brigade,  who 
by  that  time  had  consumed  their  three 
days  provisions.  A  very  small  quantity 
.of  spirits  bad  been  broiight  up,  not  so 
m-uch  as  half  a  day's  allowance  for  each 
man.  On  the  30th,  we  proceeded  from 
the  heights,  the  light  brigade  slill  two  or 
three  miles  in  our  front.  We  marched 
about  eight  miles  on  that  day.  -Having 
passed  a  small  river,  we  occupied  three 
positions  at  farm-houses,  within  about 
half  a  mile  of  eiich  other.  On  that  night 
the  Piones  agani  procured  sopie  bullock-; 
for  the  brigade,  but  we  had  neither  bread 
nor  spirit>.  On  tiie  morning  of  the  1st, 
I  sent  the  Piones  again  for  j)rovisions, 
but  we  had  not  tinie  to  cook  them  before 
we  marched.  I'he  whole  were  without 
spirits  this  day.  I  parsed  Reduction 
3bout  nine  o'clock,  when  the  column 
under  Brigadier-general  Sir  Samuel 
Auchmuty  aopeared  in  sight.  1  was 
ordered  to  take  a  position  about  three 
jiiiles  in  front  of  the  heights  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Reduction.  General  Gower  told 
ine  that  day_,  that  he  intended  to  pass 


the  Chuelo  by  the  Passo  Chico,  but 
found  it  impossible  :  the  number  of  the 
horse  of  the-  enemy  annoyed  our  march 
very  much,  and  wounded  one  man.  In 
the  evening  we  |>rocured  a  store  of 
sheep,  but  were  still  without  bread  or 
spirits. 

Here  a  member  of  the  Court  objected 
to  going  further  into  this  kind  ot  evidence, 
us  irrelevant  to  the  clun-ges  against  Gc' 
neral  Whiteloeke. 

Judge  AdvoaUc. — "  I  should  certainly 
decline  going  into  this  minulia  of  evi- 
<lence,  but  I  must  beg  leave  to  remind 
♦he  Court,  that  '  this  is  not  the  case  of 
an  ollicer  on  his  trial  by  Court  Martial 
for  any  particular  fact  alledged  against 
Jiim ;  but  it  is  the  lirst  trial  by  Court 
Martial  that  has  ever  been  established 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  a  General 
ofticer,  having  the  chief  command  of  an 
expedition  against  a  foreign  province.'  " 
General  Lumley.  '*  On  the  morning 
of  the  2d,  I  received  orders  from  (General 
CJower  to  be  on  readiness  to  march,  and 
we  did  so  before  nine  o'clock.  I  think 
by  this  time  we  had  consumed  all  the 
provisions.  The  Major-general  deli- 
vered the  direction  of  the  march  into  my 
hands,  and  said  if  any  thing  happened  to 
him,  1  should  take  the  direction  of  the 
brigade.  I'he  object  to  be  obtained, 
was  the  passage  of  the  Chuelo,  which 
was  said  to  be  occupied  by  the  enemy 
with  masked  batteries.  The  87th  was 
ordered  to  join  me  in  the  march,  and 
General  Gower  requested  that  comr 
mantling  oflicers  would  take  particular 
care  to  permit  as  little  liringas  possible. 
The  day  before,  a  considerable  number 
of  the  bSth  au'-l  3olh  fell  back  extremely 
exhausted,  and  on  the  niorniiig  of  the  2d, 
my  brigade  also  appeared  extremely  ex- 
hausted very  soon  after  tiie  march  com- 
menced :  I  proceeded  in  the  track  I 
supposed  the  light  brigade  to  be  in  :  I 
heard  a  firing,  and  my  Brigade-major 
represented  to  me  that  1  should  lose  half 
my  brigade,  but  I  thought  1  should  push 
on,  and  I  bore  to  my  left.  I  was  in  tlie 
dark  for  near  two  hours,  completely  lost. 
The  men  this  day  had  nothing  either  to 
eat  or  drink,  except  part  of  the  mutton 
some  of  them  might  have  preserved  from 
the  night  before.  ^\  e  were  niarching 
from  nine  in  the  morning  till  nine  at 
night.    The  men  lay  on  the  grountj.  aU 
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jiiglit,  and  tlioir  clothes  never  dry.  On 
the  3d  Ml  the  morning,  the  troops  were 
again  under  arms." 

Q.  "h'ou  have  stated  tliat  the  dis- 
mounted cavalry  were  ordered  to  take 
their  appointments  with  theni.  V.hat 
*rere  the^e  appointments? 

A.  Their  bridles,  saddles,  and  every 
thing  belonging  to  horse  appointments. 
.  Q.  What  f|uantity  of  cavalry  stores 
were  made  away  with  in  consequence  ol 
the  order  ydu  have  spoken  of? 
■  A.  They  were  all  those  belonging  to 
the  men  who  were  not  fit  for  duty,  or 
iikely  to  be  so,  and  some  of  them  out  of 
i^epair.  [  gave  the  order,  and  I  saw  th(? 
^4ores  cleared.  Some  of  them  I  saw 
thrown  into  ti-.e  streets,  and  some  were 
sold  to  the  in.habitants. 

Q.  Was  there  any  reason  why  that 
proportion  of  the  cavalry  appointments, 
•<vhich  itwasnotthoughtconvenientto  em- 
liark  with  the  expedition  might  not  have 
been  left  in  the  stores  at  Monte  Video  ? 
'    A.  I  know  of  no  reason  whatever. 

Q.  Were  the  regiments  composing 
your  brigade,  which  you  stated  to  have 
been  confined  on  board  transports  so 
many  months,  in  e-pially  good  condition 
Jbr  marching,  as  the  regiments  which 
had  been  longer  in  the  country  ? 

A.  In  my  opinion  certainly  not,  vith 
tlie  exception  of  the  I7th  light  dragoon?. 

Q.  Was  the  station  in  which  General 
Whitelocke  was  to  be  found  during  the 
attack  on  the  5th  Jn'y,  notified  to  the 
(general  and  other  officers  commanding 
<ti vision';  ? 

A.  Not  to  my  recollection  that  I  h-ve 
Over  heard  of. 

Q.  Was  the  place  of  retreat  in  case  of 
FrJlure,  pointed  out  to  the  (General,  or 
otht;r  officers  commanding  divisions  ? 

A.  I  never  heard  of  any  such  place 
being  appointed. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  effective  strength 
of  the  36th  and  SSth  regiments,  ccrnpos- 
ing  your  brigade,  on  the  morning  of  the 
march  into  the  townr 

A.  The  two  regiments  could  not  have 
ipxceeded  one  thousand  men.  Of  those 
that  entered  tlte  town,  the  .'v>th  was  aiiout 
six  hundred,  and  the  SSth  between  three 
and  tour  hundred  rank  and  file. 

Cross-examined  by  General  IVhUeloche. 

Q..  Was  not  every  proper  exertion 


made  to  increase  and  render  elTectiv? 
the  cavalry,  during  my  stay  at  Monte 
\ ideo  ? 

A.  Willi  respect  to  procuring  thfl 
horses,  it  certainly  was.  Wiih  respect 
to  procuring  corn  tor  ther.j,  I  also  believe 
it  so. 

Q.  Had  your  brigade  any  longer  dis- 
tance to  march  than  the  other  brigades, 
except  on  the  2d  ;  and  did  not  the  main 
body  of  tiie  army  march  a  greater  dis- 
tance on  the  1st? 

A.  'I'hat  is  a  cjuestion  T  cannot  answer, 
for  [  did  jiot  know  where  tiie  main  divi- 
sion was  on  the  night  of  the  30th. 

Exumintd  b>jthe  Court. 

Q.  Did  vou  see  or  otherwise  kno\r 
the  contents  of  the  letter  from  Lieutenant- 
general  Whitelocke,  to  Major-general 
Gower,  on  tiie  2d  of  July  ? 

A.  I  never  saw  any  such  letter,  nor  do 
I  know  the  contents  of  it,  except  as  I 
have  already  stated,  that  on  the  3d  he 
said  he  had  authority  from  the  Lieute- 
nant-general to  proceed. 

Q.  Did  the  men  of  your  brigade  land 
vv'ith  blankets  and  great-coats,  and  did 
they  bring  both  these  articles  with  them 
into  the  suburbs  ol  15',  enos  Ayres? 

A.  They  did  land  with  them,  but  from 
th'»  1st  of  the  month  on  the  march  to- 
wards Keduction,  before  we  arrived  at 
that  place,  the  men  were  ordered  to 
throw  away  their  blankets  and  great- 
coats, much  about  tiie  time  that  General 
Gower  told  me  that  lie  intended  to  cross 
the  Chuelo  that  night. 

Q.  Did  the  men  of  your  brigade  fall 
back,  or  appear  exhausted  during  the 
march  on  the  29th  and  30th  of  June"? 

A.  Certainly  not  on  the  2&!h  ;  the  30tli 
was  a  short  march. 

().  What  was  the  strength  of  the  ca- 
valry regiments  per  troop,  that  landed  at 
the  Ensinada  ? 

A.  The  whole  eight  troops  amounted 
to  about  550  rank  and  file.  It  is  im- 
possible to  say  exactly,  for  they  were 
not  then  under  my  command. 

Q.  Vrhen  vou  were  ordered  to  head 
quarters  on  the  4th  July,  to  receive  di- 
rections for  the  attack,  did  you  consider 
yourself  called  upon  to  give  an  opinion 
on  the  i)lan  proposed,  and  did  ycTu  ex- 
press your  approbation  of  it  ? 

A.  I  certainly  ne^■er  considered  mv- 
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self  in  any  way  called  upon  to  give  an 
opinion  on  tlie  plan  of  attack,  e\cej)t,  as 
1  before  said,  as  to  the  time ;  nor  did  [ 
ever  express  my  ap|,roixition  of  it. 

Q.  Jiow  long  v.cre  the  horses  on 
board  ship,  for  what  j)eriod  were  they 
provisi(jned,  and  in  what  condititjn  were 
tliey  disenibaikcd  ? 

A.  Most  of  tiieni  were  on  board  from 
the  Ud  and  3d  of  June  till  the  rlay  of 
disembarkation  on  the  L'Sth.  'Ihey 
were  provisioned  for  tln-ee  weeks ;  but  I 
was  afterwards  given  to  understand  by 
llie  Quarter  inasler-general  that  the  sun- 
ply  was  increased.  \Vith  respect  to  tlie 
<.li>enibarkation  I  cannot  speak,  as  tiiey 
were  no  longer  under  my  command. 

Q.  How  long  were  they  on  board  be- 
fore the  main  body  embarked  at  Monte 
Video  ? 

A.  To  that  (piestion  I  cannot  speak 
xvitli  any  certainty,  except  as  to  llie  I7tli 
ilragoons.  We  embarked  previous  to 
the  8th,  part  of  which  day  was  emplo\  ed 
in  embarking  troops  and  stores,  'riic 
last  of  the  yth  light  diagoons  were  not 
embarked  till  the"l9th. 

Q.  "^'on  have  said  that  it  was  com- 
pletely dark  when  yor.  joined  General 
C'raufurd's  corps  on  the  '2i\,  and  that 
your  men  were  exhausted  when  they 
came  up.  Mas  your  brigade,  at  the 
time  of  your  jimclion,  in  a  condition  to 
sujjport  an  immediate  r.tlack  on  llie 
town,  if  made  by  General  C'raufurd's  bri- 
gade, or  was  there  sufncient  lime  for  itr 

\.  It  is  inipoNsible  to  say  what  fur- 
ther exertions  the  spirits  of  such  men 
would  have  enabled  them  to  make.  Hy 
that  time  they  were  much  exhaustec[. 
What  assistance  they  could  luave  given 
would  certainly  have  been  very  inelli- 
,;;i<r"nt,  having  been  niarching  ten  or 
twelve  hours  without  any  thing  to  eal. 
If  the  attack  had  been  made,  it  must  of 
course  have  been  a  night  attack. 

Luut.-col.  I.lnijdsxvnrn  aiidexani/'ncd. 

Q.  Did  you  command  tlie  17th  light 
dragoons  on  the  expedition  under  Lieu- 
tenant-L',eneral\\  hitelocke  against  Buenos 
Ay  res  ? 

A.  I  was  nominally  appointed  to  cc>m- 
jnand  four  troops,  consisting  of  40  men 
each,  mounted,  with  their  proportion  of 
plUcers.  At  Monte  \  ideo  I  command- 
ed the  whole  regiment. 

Q.  State  the  eirective  strengtli  of  that 


regiment  in  men  and  horses,  and  the  ar- 
ticles otcavalrv  apjiointments. 

A.  On  the '1st  ol  May  we  had  224 
mounted,  the  remainder  were  dismount- 
ed, amounting  altogether  to  about  jftj 
rank  and  (lie,  in  diiTerent  cantonments  in 
and  about  Monte  A'ideo. 

Q.  State  the  proportion  for  service  as 
to  cavalry  ecjuipments. 

A.  They  were  etpiipt  as  well  as  the 
nature  of  the  service  woukl  allow  :  those 
appointments  not  in  use  were  in  Uie 
stoics  at  Monte  ^'ideo. 

Q.  Were  I  lure  cavalry  appointments 
in  store  at  Monte  \'ideo  for  the  whole  of 
the  regiment ' 

A.  There  were,  complete. 

Q.  Was  any  part  of  the  articles  of 
equipment  made  away  with  at  any  time  ? 

A.  There  were  some  which  were  or- 
dered to  be  disposed  of. 

Ile:e  General  Whitelocke  objertcd'to 
thi-i  evidence,  upon  the  giounds  that  the 
charges  were  relative  to  tlie  attack  upon 
liuenos  Ayres,  and  not  to  any  previous 
transaction-,:  that  tliis  question  was 
wholly  irrelevant  to  the  subject  matter 
untler  cncpiiry. 

Jiuli^f  4,':lv</C(it<\ — "  This  is  a  point 
that  the  Court  are  to  decide  upon,  it  it 
appears  in  their  judgment  that  the^r 
stores  had  iieen  imj)roperly  made  away 
with,  it  will  be  for  them  to  consider  and 
enquire  by  whose  order  they  were  so 
made  aw  ay  with.  It  does  a])pear  to  mr 
that  in  Lieulenant-geiieral  AN'hitelocke's 
making  pre|iarations  at  Monte  Video  (or 
that  expedition,  this  transaction  might 
have  come  under  his  direction  :  this  evi- 
dence goes  to  shew  that  these  stores, 
which  were  provitled  for  the  expedilioi/, 
were  disposed  uf  in  an  improper  man- 
ner. This  certainly  is  a  question  com- 
pletely relevant  to  the  subject  matter  of 
these  charges ;  and  t  ;;m  at  a  loss  U> 
know-how  this  objection  can  avail,  tlip 
C'ourt  having  already  decided  tliat  every 
thing  relative  to  the  preparations  for  thai 
e\|)edition  should  be  matter  of  evideiue 

The  C'ourt  wa?  then  cleared  for  a  ^Ilorl 
time  ;  and  on  the  business  being  Again 
resumed,  it  was  intimated  to  General 
A\  hitelocke  that  the  objection  was  over- 
ruled. The  (jue-^lion  was  accordingi} 
repeated. 

A.  '^riiere  were  some  articles  ol  chi- 
valry apjioiiitnients  disposed  of  by,  urdei' 
of  Uriuiadier-Gciit'i-ul  Lumlev. 


ji 


THIAI   OF  LiErrEVAST-GEKERAi,  wrnTtLOCKE, 


Q,  Can  vou  state  the  amount  of  tlje 
ailitlcs  made  away  with? 

A.  1  rainiot  stat«'  th«"ni  exactly.  There 
vc;e  Ijii  >elsofappoinlnicnls;,  boots,  ScC. 
iov  which  there  were  not  men  tiieclive, 
and  \vorf  siicii  cjs  we  cojild  n(:>t  then 
want,  i  \s  ishod  them  to  be  sent  to  Eng- 
liHul  for  the  Colonel  of  the  regimeia. 
1'bey  were  to  go  ;  and  1  selected  some 
itn-  that  pnrpose;  but  from  the  hurry  to 
euihark  I  had  not  lime  to  tli?pose  of 
ttieni,  and  an  ollicer  was  left  in  ciiarge  of 
Mjnie  of  tJieni,  where  they  lay  in  the 
«lrect.  Genem]  Gov.er,  as  was  report- 
ed to  me,  desired  tlie  ollicer  to  leave 
tbe;n  there,  or  he  would  put  him  mider 
an  an  rat.  A  quantify  of  cloaks,  swords, 
tarbines,  &c.  were  li it  behind,  not  being 
rJlowed  to  take  them  u  iih  us.  I  gave  an  or- 
^.ler  tftat  they  should  be  eilher  sent  to 
Eus^land,  or  disposed  ofal  Monte  \'ideu. 

Q.  Might  lliey  not  have  been  left  in 
the  stores  at  Monte  Video? 

A  I  know  of  no  reason  why  they  might 
not  have  been  left  there.  I'beheve  tiiat 
they  were  turned  out  in  coHsCv-juence  of 
the  order  before  mentioned,  as  I  under- 
stood that  Gen. VViiitelocke  wished  to  have 
every  thing  disposed  of  beyoiT'd  the  effec- 
tive strength  of  the  regiment^  and  that 
there  should  be  no  more  baggage  re- 
maining with  the  army  than  was  sufti- 
cient  for  tl;e  effective  force. 

Q.  After  quitting  Monte  Video  the 
fomniand  of  the  cavalry  fell  on  you. 
State  the  eflective  strength  of  your  re- 
giment in  men  and  horses,  their  equip' 
iner.ts,  &c.  on  the  landing  at  Ijarragon  on 
the 28th  of  June. 

A.  I  was  desired  to  send  a  detachment 
with  the  advance  under  Major-general 
Gower.  The  regiment  consisted  of  three 
captains,  nine  subalterns,  eight  serjeanls, 
one  iiundred  and  twentv-six  rank  and 
ftL%  and  one  Iiundred  and  eighty-seven 
horses:  two  horses  died  in  the  village, 
and  several  were  Lost  in  disembarking. 
I'lie  dismoimted  consisted  of  four  tnxjps, 
four  hundred  and  sixty-one  rank  and 
li'e,  with  afield  officer.  Forty  men  of 
tiie  mountt  (!  and  the  dismounted  were 
not  ilisembarked  till  the  next  day.  Of 
the  mouiited  cavalry  two  troops  were 
ordered  to  be  dismounted,  their  saddles 
r(  r:t  back  to  the  ships,  and  ordered  to 
put  themselves  under  the  dikection  of 
the  Commissariate,  to  carry  provisions, 
«r  sick  or  wounded,  as  occasion  should 


reriuire.  'ITie  remainder,  about  thirty 
mounted,  joined  at  the  heights  of  Barra- 
goi),  antl  I  believe  I  saw  no  more  of  them 
alter.  On  my  coming  to  Barragon  I 
was  ordered  l>y  General  \\  hitelocke  to 
remain  there  for  a  particular  duty,  tu  su- 
perintend the  getting  of  provisions  for 
his  column  that  was  to  march  that  diiy. 
I'lie  17th  dragoons  were  ordered  to  re- 
main v.ith  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mahon, 
and  tlie  9lh  to  go  on  with  the  General, 
in  conseciuence  of  which  I  became  part 
of  Colonel  Mahon's  brigade.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  dragoons  went  forward 
under  Gecerals  Whitelocke  and  Gower, 
except  tlie  thirty  men  I  hid  wiih  me. 
Ten  of  these  v.ere  sentforward  afterwards 
with  a  dispatch  to  Keductlon,  where 
thev  arrived  on  the  2d  or  3d  ? 

Q,  On  what  day  did  Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Mahon's  brigade  arrive  at  Reduc- 
tion r 

A.  I  think  on  the  first,  but  ana  not 
positive. 

Crnss-exomincd  h/  General  Jf'liiiclocke^ 

Q.  ^\'as  it  not  from  the  public  store- 
houses that  the  stores  were  ordered  to  be 
removed  by  General  Lumley  ? 

A.  They  were  in  cantonments  be- 
longing to  the  garrison  given  to  the  17th 
dragoons  by  '6\r  Samuel  Achmuty,  for 
the  purpose  of  keeping  their  appoint- 
ments in. 

Q.  ^Vere  there  any  return  of  those 
stores  made  at  head-quarters,  or  any  ap- 
jilication  made  for  indemnity  for  their 
loss  ? 

A.  Yes.  I  myself  gave  in  a  retura 
and  made  such  application. 

Adjourned  until  to-morro\v. 


ELEVENTH  DAY. 

WEDXESDAY,  FEB.  10. 

The  Court  being  met,  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment. Sir  Samuel  ^-Viichmr.ty,  was 
sworn  and  examined.  The  tuo  llrst 
charges  being  read — 

Judge  Adjocuie. — "  State  to  the 
Court,  as  particularly  as  you  can,  the 
operations  of  the  army  under  Lieutenant- 
general  Whitelocke,  upon  the  expedition 
against  Buenos  Ayres,  from  the  period 
of  the  General's  arrival  at  Monte  Vic}eo, 
to  the  close  of  the  4th  of  July,  previous 
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to  the  attack  upon  the  town,  as  far  as  the 
SaihL'  came  within  voiir  kiiowkcige. 

A.  (jcneral  \\  hitt.-ioL-ke  laiuled  wn- 
expectedly  at  Monte  Video,  on  the  niglit 
of  the  loth  of  May.  'i'he  next  morn- 
ing he  recfuest'jd  I  would  consult  witii 
^iaio^-ge^el•al  Gowcr,  relative  to  llie 
militaiy  alfairs  of  the  expedition.  Jie- 
fore  I  could  comnninicate  with  Ci.'neral 
<Tower,  he  had  assumed  a  command 
over  the  troops,  and  issued  orders.  From 
that  day  until  the  army  was  brigaded, 
\vhie!i  was  a  tew  days  before  we  embark- 
ed for  Buenos  Ayrcs,  [  had  no  particu- 
lar command  or  interference  with  the 
troops  at  head-quarters,  except  twice^ 
^vhen  the  army  was  trnder  arms,  I  was 
mj nested  to  take  the  command  of  the 
intantry.  Two  days  after  the  generals 
landed  I  was  requested  to  accompany 
lieneralGov.er  to  examine  ail  the  ships 
in  the  harbour,  and  to  select  tho^e  whicli 
appeared  rii  for  tlie  navigation  of  the 
river.  M'ith  these  exception?,  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection,  I  was  not  con- 
sulted or  employed  in  any  arrange- 
ments, civil  or  military,  respecting  tlie 
equipments  for  taking'the  held  ;  but  in 
matters  respecting  the  outposts  of  the 
army  I  was  generally  consulted.  I  was 
frequently  privy  to  conversations  at 
head-quarters,  as  to  the  practicability  of 
carrying  into  ertect  the  expedition  at 
that  advanced  season  of  the  vear,  as  \VelI 
as  the  most  advisable  place  for  the  armv 
to  land.  A  landing  above  the  town  h 
was  evident  would  be  attended  with  ihe 
fewest  difficulties,  but  it  was  doubtful  if 
the  channel  would  admit  our  approach. 
The  assisttant  Quarter-masler-general 
bad  been  dispatched  previous  to  the  Ge- 
neral's arrival  with  proper  naval  officers 
to  examine  the  banks  of  the  river,  and 
upon  his  return  the  tj^uarter-master-ge- 
neral,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  l?ourke  was 
also  sent  up  ;  and  I  understood  from  his 
report  that  it  was  nearly  impracticable  to 
land  above  tiie  town.  I  was  also  j)resent 
at  the  examination  of  many  persons  who 
%vere  well  acquainted  with  the  country, 
and  knew  the  town  ;  and  from  what  I 
could  collect  it  was  very  difficult,  but 
not  impracticable,  to  pass  the  morass  be- 
tween the  river  and  the  heights  at  any 
season  of  the  year  ;  and  the  General  as"- 
sured  me  that,  without  any  diflicultv,  he 
oouUl  throw  a  bridge  over  the  Chuelo. 


From  this  I  conrkkled  lie  intended  to 
land  l)eiow  the  town,  but  I  was  not  privy 
to  Jiis  linal  determination.  When  the 
troops  under  (General  C'raufurd  arrived, 
1  ijitimated  to  the  General  that  I  con- 
ceived that  a  mild,  but  a  firm,  letter  to 
the  goverraiient  ot  Huenos  Ayris  inigjit 
be  attended  with  goo<l  conseipiences,  and 
I  oilered  to  carry  it  myselL  Tlie  Ge- 
neral approved  of  the  idea,  and  request- 
ed I  would  make  out  a  draft  of  one.  He 
afterwards  opprovedof  it,  but  tiiought  it 
advisable  to  delay  any  summons  till  iie 
should  appear  before  the  town.  I  was 
inK'.cc[uainled  with  any  further  ^teps 
taken  to  induce  the  enemy  l)y  negocia- 
tion  io  surrender  the  town.  On  the  l"tli 
of  June  1  embarked  for  Colonia  with  the 
troops  lately  arrived  fi\)m  tiie  Cape.  I 
was  to  take  the  command  there  until  the 
rtst  of  the  troops  came  up,  but  I  had  no 
particular  instructions  respecting  that 
post,  ilaviiig  a  long  passage,  (general 
Gower  arrived  there  the,  same  day  (the 
24lh  of  June) ;  and  when  1  w^iited  oa 
him  the  next  morning  lie  was  dismant- 
ling tlie  works,  inteiuling  to  evacuate  the 
place,  which  was  elfected  the  tollowing 
day,  and  the  troops  tiiere  sailed  to  join 
the  Admiral,  who  came  to  an  anchor  that 
afternoon  off  the  Ensinada.  Orders 
were  issued  for  the  light  and  my  brigade 
to  land  tlie  next  morning  ;  but  many  of 
the  ships  of  my  brigade  had  not  yet 
joined,  nor  was  it  possible  to  notify  to 
them  ail  the  orders  1  received.  As  the 
n'ght  was  rainy,  the  landing  was  not 
effected  until  the  next  morning,  tlie28lh. 
The  troops  then  landed  with  three  days 
provisions  ready  dres  ed.  My  brigade 
consibted  of  the'sth,  the  38th,  and  S'th 
regiments,  about  2000  rank  and  hie. 
The  twt)  latter  inured  to  (he  climate  and 
service,  in  high  order,  and  with  every 
necessary  equipment  for  the  field,  ex- 
ce;)t,  like  the  rest  of  the  army,  they 
landed  without  camp  equipages  or  camii 
kettles.  I'he  ;')th  had  just  arrived  willj 
General  Craufurd,  also  in  high  order 
and  ecjuqmient.  A  strong  brigade  of 
artillery  was  to  have  been  attached  lo 
me,  but  it  never  joined,  immediateiy 
upon  my  landing  tf.i?  38t!i  and  87th  were 
detached  from  me,  and  (  was  lift  wii  t 
the  5th  at  a  battery  near  the  landing- 
place.  No  opposition  was  made  to  th« 
jandmg,  nor  did  we  see  any  of  tiie  ei.emy. 
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Tlic  next  morning  I  marched  witli  the 
General,  and  the  main  body  of  the  army, 
to  the  fieights  about  live  miles  through  a 
tfat  counlry,  a  great  part  of  which  was 
under  w ater ;  in  some  places  two  or  tiiree 
feet  deep,  and  intersected  with  very  deep 
swamps,  through  wliich  we  marciied  tiie 
greatest  part  of  the  day,  and  tlie  troops 
were  much  fatigued.  '1  lie  principal  con- 
stuncla,  or  country  house,  where  we 
halted,  was  not  abandoned,  but  wiiat  in- 
formation the  General  got  there  1  am  ig- 
norant of.  A  few  of  the  enemy's  liorse 
reconnoitred  us  in  tliis  position.  The 
38th  and  87lli  had  been  left  at  this  posi- 
tion, and  now  joined  us.  The  line  was 
ordered  to  marcji  at  nine  o'clock  on  the 
30th;  but  as  Keduclion  was  two  long 
inarches  from  us,  and  the  men  hail  but 
one  dav's  provision  in  their  knapsacks, 
after  the  severity  of  the  marcii,  and  be- 
ing up  to  their  middles  in  water,  1  ob- 
served to  the  General  that  1  was  more 
apprelieniive  from  want  of  provisions 
than  from  the  enemy ;  and  atterwards, 
upon  his  cxpresMng  some  disappointment 
respecting  the  Comniissariate,  and  re- 
marking that  he  must  be  Comniissary  as 
well  as  General,  I  took  the  liberty  of 
saying  to  him,  that  if  a  General  did  not 
himself  attend  to  the  supplies  of  his 
troops,  they  would  often  want  provisions. 
Previous  to  the  march  this  day,  a  ilock 
of  sheep  had  been  discovered,  and 
brought  in  to  our  camp,  but  it  was  so 
late  before  it  could  be  secured,  that  few 
of  tlie  men  had  taki'n  more  than  one 
day's  consumption  of  meat,  and  many 
not  so  much.  Th.ey  carried  it  uncooked, 
with  some  biscuit,  not  ecjual  to  a  day's 
ronsumption.  Mv  brigade  came  to  the 
ground  at  Koderigo's  house  before  sun- 
set. I  was  sent  between  three  and  four 
miles  in  advance  with  the  carbineers,  the 
dismounted  of  the  9th  dragoons,  and 
part  of  the  95lh.  ^Ve  arrived  at  our 
ground  about  dusk.  The  march  this 
day  and  the  next  was  on  rising  ground 
witli  a  iini?  turf,  ir.torsected  every  \.\\o  or 
three  miles  with  swamps  and  creeks, 
some  (.>f  them  ve.-y  difiicult  to  pass,  ami 
uil  of  therii  deej)  for  the  troops  to  wade 
through,  who  were  nevery  dry  during  the 
march.  Many  hoisemen  made  their  ap- 
pearance diisday,  and  at  night  there  was 
some  (iring  at  mv  pickets.  The  next 
clay  (the   IfL)  uu   divisiuji  wiis  under 


arms  at  day-break,  waiting  for  the  rear, 
who  arrived  about  eight  o'clock:   they 
were  to   have  joined  me  much  sooner, 
and  we  again  marched.     I  pressed  th«; 
General  to  let  me  march  without  waiting 
for  him,  as  the  march  was  long,  and  1 
conceived  that  both  divisions  would  move 
with  more  ease,  and  come  sooner  to  their 
ground  separated  than  united.     'Jhis  the 
General   would   not   permit,  observing, 
that  he  wished  to  accustom  the  troops 
to  march  with  regularity.     'J'he  march 
taken  the  preceding  day  had  been  much 
impeded  by  frequent  halts.     We  arrived 
at    Reduction   by    dusk.      Most  of  the 
troops  had  meat  issued  to  them  in  thf: 
course  of  the  evening.     AVe  saw  many 
of  the  enemy's  horsemen  in  the  course 
of  the    day ;     but   the   few    houses   we 
passed  both  yesterday  and  this  day,  as 
well  as  the  village  of  Reduction,  were 
abandoned.      Parties   were    ordered   tQ 
Point  Quilmes   to   bring  up   provision, 
as  the  connnunication  with  the  shij)p;ng 
was   now  restored,  and   butchers   were 
sent   early  in  the  morning   to   jjrepare 
meat  for  "the  men.     On  returning  fronx 
reconnoitring  the  next  morning,  I  wailed 
on  the  General,  and  expressed  my  hope 
that  he  would  rest  the  troops  at  least  tl.'at 
day;  that  they   were  nearly  exhausted, 
and  the  advance  corps,  from  the  number 
they  had  left  at  Reduction,  ajipeared  still 
more  so.     The  General  replied,  that  it 
would  depend   upon  a  letter  from  Ge- 
neral (iower,  and  soon  alter  I  was  or- 
dereii  to  beat  to  arms ;  and  we  left  the 
meat  tlien  ready  to  be  cut  up  and  distri- 
buted on  the  ground.     1  again  intimated 
to  tiie  ( Jeneral  that  the  troops  v.c-re  with- 
out provisions,  and  his  reply  was — '"  don't 
you  see  it  is  going  to  rain?"  x\s  the  troops 
did  not  march  innnediately,  1  still  hoped 
they  would  take  some  of  the  meat  in  their 
haversacks;   but  they  were  prevented, 
I  understand,  by  the  orders  of  the  Ge- 
neral.    \\"e  were  orderetl  to  march  from 
our  right,  by  the  grand  road  leading  to 
thii  advance  corps,  but  innnediately  be- 
fore   we   moved    1    was  informeil    the 
route  was  changed,  and  we  marcheil  from 
our  left  by  ten  o'clock.     'I'he  hrst  ^.>art 
of  the  march   was  good,  but  we  after- 
wards  got    into    low    swampy   gjound, 
which  was  very  difficult  to  pass,  and  th.e 
men  had  to  wade,  a  long  way  through  the 
water.     Between  two  and  three  o'clock. 
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kiimediately  after  leaving  the  swamp, 
the  General  sent  for  me  to  the  front,  and 
asked  my  opinion  about  proceeding. 
He  observed  that  the  guide  had  deceived 
hiiM  ;  that  the  ford  of  the  Chuelo  was 
still,  by  his  account,  many  miles  oti"; 
tiiat  tliere  was  no  chance  of  reaching  it 
before  dark  ;  that  lie  had  secured  cattle 
for  the  troops;  and  that  where  he  then 
was  there  was  a  sulliciency  of  tire-wood 
to  cook  the  meat.  From  this  statement, 
and  knowing  the  troops  were  completely 
exhausted,  I  was  decidedly  of  opinion 
we  Jiad  better  halt  where  we  were.  I 
must  here  observe  that  it  was  then  about 
three  o'clock,  and  the  day  closed  at  five. 
Plenty  of  meat,  awd  half  a  day's  bread, 
were  issued  to  the  troops.  The  troops 
were  rather  discontented,  and  at  my  sug- 
gestion an  order  was  issued  by  the  Ge- 
neral, encouraging  them  to  do  their  duty 
cheerfully.  In  the  evening  we  heard  the 
firing  of  the  advance  corps,  and  the  Ge- 
neral appeared  to  be  extremely  uneasy 
at  the  aukward  situation  in  which  he  was 
placed.  He  asked  my  opinion  whether 
1  conceived  General  Gower  was  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  resist  the  enemy  ?  I 
answered,  that  unless  he  advanced  into 
the  town,  I  was  persuaded  there  was  no 
danger,  whatever  numbers  might  oppose 
him.  He  appeared  more  satisfied  with 
this  remark,  and  said  he  had  so  high  an 
opinion  of  General  Gower,  he  thought  he 
would  not  attempt  the  town  without 
him.  We  marched  again  an  hour  before 
day -light,  on  the  morning  of  the  3d :  tlie 
country  we  passed  tJirougli  was  low,  and 
at  times  swampy ;  it  was  raining  then, 
and  had  been  raining  part  of  tiie  night, 
and  had  there  been  much  more,  it  would 
have  rendered  the  way  impassable. 
About  noon  we  came  toaford  in  the 
river  Chuelo,  but  did  not  pass  it.  We 
soon  came  to  a  second,  whicii  we  did 
pass ;  it  was  narrow,  but  deep ;  and  in 
some  places  nearly  five  feet.  Not  long 
after,  between  two  ;uid  three  o'clock, 
we  communicated  with  General  Gower, 
and  my  brigade  was  ordered  to  take  a 
position,  with  my  right  joining  General 
Lumley's  left,  and  extending  towards  the 
convent  of  the  Recoiita.  On  approaching 
it,  1  found  that  General  Lumley's  brigade 
had  retired,  and  the  enemy's  light  troops 
had  advanced  to  it.  I  formed  my  brigade 
on  the  rear  of  the  position,  and  recon- 


noitred it,  and  when  the  troops  on  my 
right  were  prepared  to  regain  their  po- 
sition, 1  advanced  and  occupied  it.  Some 
of  the  enemy's  shot  reached  the  line 
both  before  and  as  we  were  advancing. 
It  was  dark  by  the  time  the  brigade  was 
formed,  and  the  rain  fell  in  torrents. 
Tiie  men  were  sheltered  in  houses,  and 
received  an  allowance  of  biscuit  and  some 
liquor.  There  was  much  firing  during 
the  night  at  the  out-posts,  which  I  en- 
deavoured to  prevent,  as,  from  the  re- 
ports which  reached  me,  I  had  reason  to 
believe  there  were  few,  if  any,  of  the 
enemy  approached.  Early  tlie  next 
morning  1  found  the  enemy  had  got 
round  my  left  tiank,  and  were  in  consi- 
derable number  in  my  rear.  I  moved 
the  3Sth  on  my  left  to  the  rear,  and  after 
some  firing  tlie  enemy  retired.  It  was 
now  near  ten  o'clock,  and  a  dragoon  in- 
formed me  that  the  General  was  waiting 
for  me  at  head  quarters  ;  and  on  my  ar- 
rival there,  the  General  informed  me 
that  the  principal  officers  of  the  army 
had  been  waiting  for  me  about  two 
hours:  and  upon  investigation  it  appeared 
that  General  Gower's  aid-de-camp  had 
been  sent  to  me  at  day-light,  but  was 
taken  prisoner  on  his  way.  I  found  the 
General  and  the  field-officers  in  posses- 
sion of  a  plan  of  attack,  which  was  to  be 
carried  iiiio  execution  at  twelve  o'clock. 
It  was  explained  to  me  by  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Bourke,  who  had  a  plan  of  the 
town  before  him.  I  observed  that  the 
regiments  of  my  brigade  were  totally  un- 
acquainted with  the  intended  attacif:,  and 
1  apprehefidcd  there  would  not  be  time 
to  communicate  it  to  them,  and  make 
the  necessary  arrangements  for  carrying 
it  into  execution.  I  also  observed,  hav- 
ing previously  conversed  with  some  of 
the  principal  officers,  that  mid-day  was 
an  improper  time  to  march  through  the 
streets  of  a  populous  city,  and  I  should 
conceive  we  should  penetrate  further, 
without  serious  loss,  if  we  deferred  the 
attack  till  day-break  next  morning.  The 
General  mentioned  this  proposition  to 
General  Gower.  The  room  being  clear- 
ed of  all  the  oHieers,  except  the  General 
and  Lieutenant-colonel  Pack,  General 
Gower  acquiesced  in  the  propriety  of  its 
being  deferred.  An  officer  was  copying 
the  general  order  for  the  attack,  but  Ge- 
neral Gower  observed  that  tliere  was  an 
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alteration  to  be  made  in  them,  and  he 
would  send  me  a  correct  copy  in  an  hour, 
and  which  1  received  in  the  course  of  the 
afternoon.  I  l<*ft  head  quarters  with  the 
Deputy  Quarter-master-general,  who 
was  to  point  oiit  to  me  tiie  heads  of  the 
streets  that  my  brigade  was  to  occupy  ; 
but  we  received  the  intelligtmce,  that  the 
enemy  was  coming  out  of  the  town  in 
force,  and  I  repaired  to  my  brigade,  and 
soon  after  was  ordered  to  retire  to  the 
rear,  in  hopes  of  enticing  the  enemy  to 
advance.  We  remained  under  arms  tlie 
principal  part  of  the  day,  and  when  tlie 
brigade  re-occupied  their  ground,  the 
Deputy  Quarter-master- general  pointed 
out  to  me  the  different  streets  through 
which  the  columns  were  to  penetrate. 
I  then  explained  to  the  field  officers  the 
routes  of  their  columns,  and  gave  direc- 
tions for  their  being  properly  placed  in 
time  the  next  morning ;  and  I  desired 
them  to  send  for  the  tools  that  had  been 
ordered.  By  this  time  it  was  dark,  and 
frequently  during  the  night  it  was  report- 
ed to  me  that  attempts  had  been  made 
to  obtain  the  tools  without  success.  I 
obtained  a  few  however  from  the  houses 
we  were  in  possession  of. 

Q.  What  information,  do  you  know, 
did  General  Whiteiocke  receive  of  the 
strength  of  the  enemy  ;  the  nature  of  his 
entrenchments,  and  his  means  and  dispo- 
sition to  resist,  on  his  arrival  at  Monte 
Video  ? 

A.  In  my  communication  with  Gene- 
ral Whiteiocke  on  his  arrival,  I  ac- 
quainted him  that  the  inhabitants  were 
so  implacable  against  us,  I  could  gainllittle 
iaformation  from  Buenos  Ayres,  and  that 
little  was  not  to  be  depended  upon ;  that 
General  Beresford  had  better  means  of 
iufornjation  than  it  was  in  my  power  to 
obtain,  and  be  bad  informed  me  that  the 
number  of  regular  troops  which  the 
enemy  possessed  were  few,  and  their 
General  by  no  means  a  maa  of  ability ; 
that  they  had  a  large  body  of  men  in 
arms,  and  a  powerful  train  of  artillery. 
I  was  unacquainted  with  their  intentions 
or  plans  for  the  defence  of  the  town,  nor 
am  I  acquainted  with  any  particular  in- 
Ibnnation  the  General  afterwards  ob- 
tained. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  on  the  arrival 
of  General  Craufurd  you  proposed  to 
(kneral  Whiteiocke  to  tend  a  mild  but 


firm  letter  to  the  Spanish  Commander, 
have  yon  kept  a  copy  of  that  letter  ? 

A.  I  have  not :  I  destroyed  the  draft, 
but  I  suppose  the  General's  secretary 
has  a  copy  of  it. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  you  went 
from  Monte  Video  to  Colonia,  do  you 
know  whether  all  the  stores  and  horses 
were  brought  from  thence,  or  what  were 
left? 

A.  I  am  totally  unacquainted  with 
every  thing  that  was  done  at  Colonia, 
except  that  the  ordnance  was  destroyed 
and  thrown  into  the  river,  and  the  place 
evacuated. 

Q.  Why  was  Colonia  first  chosen  as 
the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  afterwards 
abandoned  ? 

A.  I  do  Jiot  know. 

Q.  Would  not  the  possession  of  Co- 
lonia have  given  a  commanding  inllu- 
ence  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Plata,  of 
great  importance  to  the  operations  in 
which  the  army  might  be  expected  to 
be  engaged  after  the  surrender  of  Buenos 
Ayres  ? 

A.  Colonia  was  the  only  fortified  post 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  above 
Monte  Video,  and  consequently  must 
always  be  of  importance. 

Q.  You  stated  that  a  strong  brigade 
of  artillery  was  to  have  been  attached  to 
your  corps.  Can  you  tell  why  it  never 
joined  ? 

A.  I  know  not  that  the  General  had 
any  particular  reason  for  leaving  it  in 
the  rear;  but  from  the  rapidity  of  oiir 
march,  in  obedience  to  the  orders,  it  was 
hardly  possible  it  could  join. 

Q.  What  artillery  had  you  with  your 
brigade  ? 

A.  I  had  none  with  my  brigade 

Q.  Can  vau  tell  how  it  happened  that 
your  brigaJe  and  the  main  body  of  the 
army  VTcre  in  want  of  bread  and  spirits  so 
early  as  llie  S9th  ? 

A.  Tlie  difficulty  of  bringing  spirits 
across  the  swamp  sufficiently  accounts 
for  it.  1  have  already  said  that  the  troops 
marched  on  the  2Sth,  with  three  days 
provisions,  and  I  apprehend  much  of  the- 
biscuit  must  have  been  destroyed  in 
wading  through  the  water  on  the  28th 
and  39th. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  provision* 
landed  at  the  Ensinada  for  the  army  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell ;  but  oa  the  morning 
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of  the  30th  I  have  said  there  was  some 
biscuit. 

Q.  Is  the  Court  to  understand  that 
from  the  evening  of  the  28th  to  the  3()th, 
no  provisions  were  issued  from  the  Com- 
iiiissariate } 

A.  None,  except  that  sojne  of  the  re- 
giments had  meat  from  the  country,  is- 
sued by  the  Commissariate. 

Q.  Can  you  state  what  quantity  of 
spirits  was  issued  to  the  main  body  of  tiie 
army  during  the  march  from  the  En- 
sinada  to  Reduction  ? 

A.  Mv  brigade  received  liquor  tlie 
29th  and' the  30th,  but  at  no  other  time. 

Q.  If  there  had  been  more  mounted 
dragoons  to  scour  the  country,  would 
not  the  country  have  afforded  an  ample 
supply  of  provisions  for  the  army  ? 

A.  Most  certainly :  with  the  assistance 
of  the  natives,  who  alone  can  drive  the 
cattle. 

Q.  Was  any,  and  what  number  of 
lasso-men  accompanying  the  array? 

A.  We  had  some,  but  I  do  not  know 
whether  they  accompanied  the  main 
body  or  the  advance. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  orders  having 
been  given,  or  means  taken,  by  General 
Whitelocke  on  this  subject  ? 

A.  An  order  was  issued  on  the  G8th, 
forbidding  the  troops,  on  any  account, 
from  taking  provisions  themselves  with- 
out paying  for  them,  as  arrangements 
had  been  made  with  tlie  Commissary- 
general  for  supplying  the  troops  in  the 
rield. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  some  provi- 
sions were  got  from  the  fleet  at  Point 
Quilmes.  Would  tiicre  have  been  any 
difficulty  in  procuring  such  a  supply  from 
the  fleet  as  the  army  required  in  the 
same  manner,  and  by  the  same  means  of 
conmiunication  ? 

A.  It  certainly  could  have  been  ob- 
tained, but  not  without  dilliciilty,  for  it 
must  be  brought  over  a  morass  about 
two  miles. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  provi- 
sions were  obtained  from  the  lletjt  al 
Point  Quilmes  for  tlie  use  of  tlu'  armv  " 

A.  I  concluded  tliere  were,  as  panics 
were  sent  there  to  receive  provisions. 

Q.  Do  you  know  wjiether  General 
'W  hitelocke  received  an^ ,  and  what  in- 
formatiouat  Reduction,  on  the  position 
jand  strength  of  tiie  enemy  oa  the  Chuelo- 


A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  have  said,  that  on  returning 
from  reconnoitring  the  General  toJd  you 
his  march  would  depend  upon  a  letter 
from  General  Gower,  can  j  ou  state  any 
more  particulars,  of  the  conversation  you 
had  with  General  Whitelocke  previous 
to  your  march  on  the  morning  of  tl\e 
2d? 

A.  I  recollect  no  further  than  I  have 
already  stated ;  but  I  am  certain  the  con- 
versation ended  with  the  General's  re- 
mark that  it  was  going  to  rain. 

Q.  What  hour  was  it? 

A.  About  nine  o'clock. 

Q.  Did  you  know  before  this  conver- 
sation that  General  Whitelocke  had  dis- 
patclied  any  letter  or  order  to  General 
Gower  ? 

A.  I  did  not.  The  Court  will  recol- 
lect that  there  were  two  conversations ; 
the  lirst  as  to  the  letter  from  General 
Gower ;  afterwards  the  order  to  beat  to 
arms,  when  I  mentioned  the  troops  were 
without  provisions. 

Q.  Did  General  Whitelocke,  at  ano- 
ther conversation  which  you  stated  you 
had  with  him  that  morning,  inform  you 
of  the  purport  of  the  letter  which  he  told 
you  he  had  sent  to  General  Gower? 

A.  The  General  never  told  me  he  sent 
a  letter;  what  I  concluded  was,  that  he 
expected  one. 

This  question  and  answer  were  with- 
drawn. 

Q.  Did  General  Whitelocke  make 
any,  and  what  observation,  when  you 
mentioned  the  exhausted  state  of  the 
niain  body  of  the  army,  and  of  the  ad- 
vance corps,  which  you  judged  of  ijom 
the  number  found  at  Reduction  ? 

A.  I  do  not  remember  any  particular 
remark  he  may  have  made. 

Q.  You  stated  that  you  were  desired 
to  beat  to  arms ;  do  you  know  whetlier 
the  General  in  the  interval  had  received 
any  letter  from  General  Gower  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  I  understand  from  your  evidence 
that  when  the  drum  beat'  to  arms,  you 
represented  to  the  General  the  exhausted 
state  of  the  army,  ^nd  the  want  of  provi- 
sions. When  he  replied  it  was  going  to 
rain,  did  he  or  did  he  not  say  any  thing 
of  any  information  he  had  received  from 
General  Gower  ? 

A,  He  did  not. 


60 


TRIAL  OF  LIEUTENANT-GEKERAL  WHITELOCKE. 


Q,  What  sort  of  weather  was  it? 

A.  The  night  of  the  1st  we  had  a  few 
drops  of  rain ;  the  2d  was  very  cloudy, 
with  the  appearance  of  heavy  rain.  It 
did  rain  a  little  in  the  afternoon,  and 
again  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning 
of  the  3d. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  the  first  order 
for  march  was  from  the  right,  and  was 
afterwards  changed  to  the  left,  can  you 
state  the  reason  of  this  change  ? 

A.  I  enquired  of  the  Deputy  Quarter- 
master-general, and  was  informed  by 
him  that  the  guide  had  promised  to  lead 
the  General  by  a  better  way  than  the 
Chico  pass,  at"  a  ford  rather  abo\'e  that 
pass. 

Q.  At  the  time  when  the  army  halted 
on  the  2d,  were  you  apprized  of  the  ope- 
rations in  which  the  advance  guard  of  the 
army  was  to  have  been  engaged  on  that 
day  ? 

A.  I  understood  that  it  was  intended 
they  should  force  the  river  where  they 
could,  by  the  Chico  pass,  or  above  it. 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  receive  that 
information? 

A.  I  cannot  say :  but  it  was  generally 
understood. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  Deputy  Quarter- 
master-general inform  General  White- 
locke,  at  the  time  when  the  question  cf 
halting  was  under  consideration,  that  he 
knew  that  General  Gower  considered 
the  order  he  received  as  peremptory,  an(i 
was  determined  to  obey  it? 

A.  I  do  not  know  the  order  alluded  to. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  Quarter-master- 
general,  at  the  time  referred  to  in  the 
last  question,  say  any  thing  of  what  he 
knew  to  be  thie  situation  of  General 
Gower  ? 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection  I 
do  not. 

_  Q.  You  have  stated  that  in  your  opi- 
nion the  halt  was  advisable  from  the  ex- 
hausted state  of  the  troops,  and  from  the 
facility  of  procuring  provisions  at  that 
spot.  If  any  important  service  had  been 
to  be  performed,  would  the  situation  of 
the  troops  have  been  such  as  to  niake  u 
halt  unavoidable? 

A.  The  spirit  of  the  troops  would,  I 
have  no  doubt,  carried  them  through 
forthcr  difficulties;  but,  unless  for  very 
essential  purposes,  I  do  not  think  they 
Tiiould  have  marched  much  further. 


Q.  What  was  the  cause  of  the  discoR- 
tent  among  the  troops  you  before  al- 
luded to? 

A.  It  originated  in  their  not  getting 
wood  with  the  facility  they  wished,  to 
cook  their  provisions. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  you  were 
summoned  to  attend  at  head  quarters  on 
the  4th ;  was  that  summons  the  first  in- 
timation you  had  of  the  plan  of  attack.' 

A.  The  first  intimation  I  had  of  the 
plan  of  attack,  was  after  I  arrived  at 
head  quarters  in  consequence  of  that 
summons. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  whether  any,  and 
wliat  measures  were  taken  by  General 
Whitelocke  on  the  3d,  and  close  of  the 
4th,  towards  en>uring  success  to  the  at- 
tack upon  the  town,  by  bringing  up  ar- 
tillery, or  by  any  other  means? 

A.  I  have  given  in  evidence  every 
thing  I  know  upon  the  subject. 

Q.  Would  nut  the  position  of  the  Re- 
colita,  having  secured  the  left  flank  of 
your  brigade,  facilitated  the  operations 
of  the  army,  and  likewise  in  opening  a 
communication  with  the  tieet  ? 

A.  I  know  not  how  far  it  would  have 
been  advisable  to  have  detached  a  corps 
to  the  Recolita.  Certainly  a  communi- 
cation could  not  have  been  kept  open 
unless  part  of  the  line  were  marched 
more  to  the  left. 

Q.  Would  not  a  position  on  the  Re- 
colita have  been  thought  advisable  for 
producing  the  advantages  stated  in  the 
last  question? 

A-  It  certainly  would,  if  it  had  been 
supported. 

Q.  Was  the  station  in  which  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  was  to  be  found  during 
the  attack  on  the  5th  notified  in  orders, 
or  otherwise,  to  the  Generals  and  iield- 
officers  of  the  army? 

A.  It  was  not  notified  to  me. 

Q.  Were  the  points  of  retreat,  if  re- 
treat became  necessary,  notified  in  or- 
ders, or  otherwise,  to  the  Generals  and 
other  field-othcers  of  the  army? 

A.  It  never  was  notified  to  me. 

Q.  Have  you  any  other  information 
to  give  the  Court  on  the  subject  of  the 
charges  you  have  heard  read,  down  to 
the  period  of  the  close  of  the  4tli  of 
July  ? 

A.  I  cannot  call  to  mind  any  ether  ixi- 
formalion. 
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Cross-examined  bi/   Lieutenant-general 
Uliitdocke. 

Q.  Did  you  not  give  to  General 
^Vliitelocke,  on  his  arrival  at  Monte  Vi- 
deo, copies  of  the  letter  you  had  written 
to  the  Secretary  ot  State,  giving  an  ac- 
count of  the  country,  and  the  force  ne- 
cessary to  conqiier  and  keep  it  ? 

A.  Idjd. 

Q.  Was  your  opinion  then  of  the  dis- 
position of  the  inhabitants,  and  tlie  force 
necessary  to  conquer  and  keep  tliat 
country,  altered  by  any  subsequent  ob- 
servation; and  if  it  was,  in  what  respect? 

A.  My  opinion  remained  unaltered. 

Q.  \\  as  not  every  preijaration  made, 
and  arrangement  completed,  on  hearing 
that  General  Craufurd  was  in  tlie  river, 
in  order  that  no  time  should  be  lost  as 
soon  as  he  joined,  and  stores  and  horses 
embarked  as  far  as  was  practicable. 

A.  Preparations  were  made,  and 
horses  embarked.  I  have  already  men- 
tioned how  far  I  was  consulted  on  these 
preparations. 

Q.  How  long  was  Gene]:al  Craufurd 
detained  by  contrary  winds  in  the 
river,  before  he  arrived  at  Monte  ^  i- 
deo? 

A.  I  heard  that  Admiral  Murray  was 
seen  in  the  river  on  the  30th  May  :  he 
came  to  anchor  at  Monte  A'ideo  on  the 
l4th  June. 

Q.  Considering  the  state  of  the  troops 
on  the  march,  wet  all  day,  in  swamps 
they  had  to  cross,  did  the  convenience 
of  hre-wood  appear  to  you  to  be  neces- 
sary ? 

A.  For  cooking  absolutely  necessary, 
for  drying  the  men  most  desirable. 

Q.  Could  the  men  iiave  found  any 
other  places  of  halting,  wliere  fuel  could 
be  procured,  except  at  the  fa^m-hou^es, 
and  were  not  their  marching  and  lialting, 
in  jome  measure,  regulated  by  the  situa- 
tion of  these  liouses  ? 

A,  Fuel  could  only  have  been  found 
at  the  farm-houses,  and  the  marcJi  and 
baitings  were  regulated  by  these  consi- 
derations. 

Q.  Could  we  have  procured  thi^  con- 
venience if  the  army  had  maichcd  iu 
parallel  colunms  ? 

A.  I  saw  few  or  no  houses  on  our  left 
flank,  being  the  only  line  in  wirch  our 


column  could  have  marched.  On  our 
right  was  a  swamp. 

Q.  Could  we,  considering  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, the  nature  of  the  ground, 
and  the  state  of  the  troops,  have  marched 
with  greater  rapidity,  or  arrived  sooner, 
without  distressing  tlie  men  ? 

A.  I  do  not  think  w<.'  could  have 
marched  to  Reduction  sooner  without 
distressing  tiie  men,  although,  perhaps, 
they  niiglit  have  come  to  tiieir  ground 
sooner  on  each  day's  march,  without  dis- 
tressing them,  if  we  had  not  halted  so 
frequently  on  eacii  day's  march. 

Q.  Had  1  not  repeatedly  expressed 
my  apprehension  as  to  the  rain  setting  in, 
and  my  anxiety  to  get  into  tlie  vicinity 
of  the  town,  and  put  the  men  under  co- 
ver ? 

A.  The  General  frequently  expressed 
his  apprehensions  of  tiie  rain' setting  in, 
and  1  liave  no  doubt  he  also  expressed 
his  anxiety  to  get  the  men  under  cover 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  although  I 
do  not  particularly  recollect  it. 

Q.  If  their  strength  would  have  al- 
lowed them  to  press  forward  and.  reach 
the  vicinity  of  tiie  town,  could  not  the 
commissariate  have  procured  a  plentiful 
sujjpiy  for  the  army  from  the  cattle  taken 
in  the  country  .' 

A.  There  is  no  doubt  but  cattle  might 
have  been  had  in  abundance,  with  pror 
per  precautions. 

Q.  As  soon  as  we  had  taken  Buenos 
Ayrcs,  could  we  not  immediately  have 
occupied  Colonia  ? 

A.  Most  certainly. 

Q.  Woulti  it  have  been  advisable  to 
have  diminished  the  strength  of  the  army 
by  leaving  a  large  body  of  men,  in  order 
to  maintain  Colonia,  while  the  army 
proceeded  against  Buenos  Ayres,  or 
would  it  iiave  been  safe  to  have  left  a 
small  dctaclmient  there .' 

A.  Colonia,  from  its  situation  and  de- 
fences, did  not  require  any  large  body- 
to  lie  left  at  that  time. 

Re-examined  hij  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Q.^  In  answer  to  a  question  by  Gene^ 
ral  Wliitelocke,  you  said  the  army  could 
not  reach  Keduction  sooner.  Were  th^ 
regiments  composing  tiie  brigade,  which 
y«u  have  staled  to  be  mured  to  the  cli- 
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mate  and  service,  in  better  marching 
Older  than  the  3t)th  and  88th,  whicli  liad 
been  confined  for  nine  months  on  board 
of  transports,  and  composed  the  advance 
corps  ? 

A.  The  38th  and  87th  marched  bet- 
ter than  the  5th.  I  wish  the  Court  to 
understand  that  the  38th,  the  40th,  and 
the  87th,  would  not  themselves  have 
marched  to  Eeduction  sooner  ;  I  mean 
to  say,  that  the  3Sth  and  87th  would 
have  marched  better  than  the  36th  and 
S8th. 

Q.  If  the  ad^^nce  corps,  consisting  of 
the  36th  and  SSth,  were  able  on  the  2d 
to  march  from  their  position  and  advance 
to  Reduction,  to  cross  the  Chuelo,  and 
take  post  on  the  Miserare ;  might  not 
the  wiiole  or  larger  proportion  of  your 
brigade  have  marched  as  far  from  Re- 
duction, if  the  line  of  march  of  the  ad- 
vance corps  had  been  followed,  and  the 
river  passed  at  the  same  ford  ? 

A.  Part  of  the  brigade,  I  have  no 
doubt,  might  have  marched  further  ;  the 
whole  certainly  might  have  marched 
as£ar. 

Examined  hy  the  Court. 

General  Sir  John  Moore. — The  ques- 
tion which  the  Court  wishes  to  know 
from  an  officer  of  such  service  and  ex- 
perience as  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty,  and 
whose  knowledge  of  the  resources  of  the 
country  enables  him  to  form  an  opinion, 
and  which  we  have  endeavoured  to  get 
from  other  witnesses,  but  have  not  j  et  sa- 
tisfactorily;  it  appearing  by  your  evi- 
dence, that  on  the  march  of  the  army  to- 
wards Buenos  Ayres,  the  troops  were 
every  day  much  fatigued,  were  kept 
under  arms  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
day,  without  a  regular  issue  of  provisi- 
ons, and  yet  they  were  four  days  in 
marching  thirty  miles,  attended  with  all 
ihe  inconvenience  of  a  forced  and  rapid 
march  without  the  main  object  of  get- 
tiijg  quickly  forward :  in  your  opinion 
might  not  a  previous  arrangement  have 
been  made  which  would  have  enabled 
the  army  which  landed  on  the  28th  of 
June,  to  have  advanced  in  the  morning 
^y  day-jight  from  the  heights  of  Barra- 


gon,  and  reached  soon  afterwards,  with- 
out SL-rious  inconvenience  the  post  of 
Reduction  on  the  1st  of  July. 

A.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  arrange- 
ments might  have  been  made,  which 
would  have  enabled  the  troops  to  have 
reached  the  heights  above  Barragon  on 
the  30th  of  June,  and  Reduction  on  the 
1st  of  July:  but  am  very  doubtful 
wliether  the  cannon  necessary  could 
have  been  brought  up  with  the  troops. 
The  guns  came  up  on  the  2d,  but  they 
were  so  long  getting  over  the  swamp  be- 
tween the  Ensinada  and  the  heights,  I 
doubt  wliether  they  would  have  been 
ready  to  march  on  the -30th. 

Q.  In  that  case,  might  not  the  river 
have  been  recoiiuoitred  in  the  course  of 
that  day,  and  a  disposition  made  for  pass- 
ing it  on  the  2d,  and  advancing  to  the 
suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  I  have  no  doubt  that  arrangements 
might  have  been  made  for  the  troops, 
but  not  for  tlie  artillery.  The  advance 
corps  marched  on  the  29th  ;  there  might 
have  been  time  enough  to  reconnoitre 
the  river  on  the  1st,  and  the  army  might 
have  been  in  readiness  to  march  from 
thence  to  Reduction  on  the  2d,  but  not 
with  the  principal  part  of  tlie  artillery. 

Q.  W'iiat  proportion  of  artillery  had 
the  main  body  with  them  on  the  march 
to  the  heiglits  above  Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  At  hrst  I  saw  none,  aftenvards 
there  were  one  or  two  pieces  with  the 
advance  guard. 

Q.  Was  the  main  proportion  of  the 
artillery  belonging  to  the  army  left  be- 
hind wifh  Colonel  Mahon  at  Reduction, 
or  did  it  accompany  the  army  on  the  2d  .> 

A.  It  did  not  accompany  the  army  on 
the  2d. 

Q.  Did  the  inconveniencies  you  have 
stated  on  the  march  arise  from  necessity, 
or  from  the  nature  of  the  arrangements  ? 

A.  Much  inconvenience  arose  from 
the  nature  of  the  country  we  marched 
through ;  other  inconveniencies  arose 
from  want  of  regular  provisions,  and 
from  frequent  halts,  which  brought  the 
men  so  late  to  their  ground,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  which  I  did  not  see. 

Adjourned  untU  to-morrow. 
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TWELFTH  DAY. 

THURSDAY,    FEB.    11. 

The  Court  being  met  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment, Brigadier-general  Sir  Sa- 
muel Auchniuty  vas  again  called  and 
examined  by  th«  Court. 

Q.  Is  there  anv  particular  rainy  sea- 
son in  that  part  of  South  America  where 
you  have  served,  or  does  it  rain  for  any 
particular  period  of  the  year  in  that  cli- 
mate, or  does  it  rain  at  short  intervals  ? 

A.  It  rains  at  intervals  during  the 
whole  of  the  year.  In  the  winter  season 
I  understand  the  intervals  are  shorter, 
and  the  rain  of  longer  periods. 

Q.  What  was  the  state  of  the  road 
from  Monte  Video  to  Colonia  ?  Were 
there  any,  and  what  obstacles  to  prevent 
a  bodv  of  cavalry  or  infantry,  or  botl), 
marching  from  N'lonte  Vid(H)  to  Colonia, 
and  what  would  liave  been  the  distance 
of  such  march  ? 

A.  There  are  many  difficult  rivers  be- 
tween the  two  places  at  that  season  of 
the  year.  I  should  iiave  thought  tlie 
distance  to  be  about  130  miles.  A  de- 
tachment might  have  had  lime  to  march, 
but  if  heavy  rains  had  fallen  they  would 
have  been  liable  to  have  been  shut  up 
between  the  rivers.  I  had  an  instance 
of  this  in  General  Lumley,  for  if  he  had 
remained  a  day  or  two  longer,  he  might 
have  been  shut  up  for  a  fortnight. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  cavalry  was 
mounted,  and  of  what  regiments  did  the 
mounted  part  consist  when  General 
Whitelocke  took  the  command  ? 

A.  At  Monte  Video  and  its  depen- 
dent posts  part  of  the  17th  dragoons 
(about  400  men)  mounted:  at  Colonia 
about  100  mounted  of  the  yth  light  dra- 
goons. I  must  observe  .to  Uie  court, 
that  at  that  tin\e  there  was  not  a  suf- 
ficiency of  grain,  and  of  course  the  horses 
were  obliged  to  be  turned  out  to  grass. 
There  might  altogether  be  nearly  1000 
horses,  but  very  few  in  any  kind  of 
order. 

Q.  If  a  movement  in  force  had  been 
made  from  Monte  Video  to  Colonia  in 
themontli  of  May  or  beginnmgof  hme, 
would  it  not  have  furnishad  the  means 


of  s\ipplying  the  as;ny   with  the  best 
horses  ? 

A.  There  were  few  good  horses  in 
that  part  of  the  country.  When  General 
Liniers  crossed  the  river  in  order  to  re- 
lieve Monte  Video,  his  march  was  de- 
layed for  want  of  horses,  otherwise  he 
would  have  been  at  Monte  Video  before 
1  could  liave  assaulted  it. 

Q.  Having  mentioned  the  frequency 
of  the  halts  in  the  course  of  the  march, 
can  you  account  for  them  ? 

A.'  I  cannot.  My  station  was  gene- 
rally in  the  rear.  'I'hey  were  very  sel- 
dom occasioned  by  the  rear  being  at  any 
distance  from  the  main  body.  It  is  to 
be  understood,  that  halts  were  ueces- 
sarv  in  crossing  the  tiples  (rivulets). 

Q.  When  tlie  mam  body  halted  on 
the  2d  of  Jul  v,   would  it  have  been  pos- 
sible in  their  situation  to  have  given  sup 
port  to  the  advance  corps  in  case  of 
need  ? 

A.  When  I  gave  my  opinion  that  it 
was  advisable  to  l-alt,  I  was  fully  persuad- 
ed in  my  own  mind  that  we  could  not 
support  the  advance  corps. 

Q.  When  the  firing  on  the  2d  was 
heard,  did  General  Whitelocke  take  any 
measure  to  lind  out  from  whence  it  pro- 
ceeded, or  to  ascertain  the  situation  of 
of  the  advance  corps  under  General 
Gower  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  that  he  did. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  reason  for  Co- 
lonel Mahon's  being  ordered  to  halt  at 
Reduction  ? 

A.  I  recollect  the  General  saying, 
that  it  would  be  advisable  to  halt  Co- 
lonel Mahon,  until  we  should  find  out 
where  we  were  ourselves. 

Q.  Could  not  the  artillery  and  thr 
troops  with  Colonel  Mahon,  wliich 
reached  Reduction  on  the  2d,  liuve  t?ee-a 
brought  up  to  the  main  body  on  tke; 
evenuig  of  the  4th  i 

A.  It  certainly  might  have  marched 
from  Reduction  to  the  suburbs  of  Bii-,- 
enos  Ayres  in  two  days  ;  but  if  the 
heights  above  the  bridge  liad  been  eva- 
cuated, it  might  have  been  done  ui  one 
day. 

Q.  Were  any  attenrpts  made  to  re- 
connoitre the  bridge  after  the  arrival  of 
General  Whitelocke  at  the  Miser  are  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell. 

Q.  Was  your  opiuio-n  asked,,  or  dJd> 
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•vou  give  any  on  the  plan  of  attack  on 
the  town  ? 

A.  It  was  not,  nor  did  I  give  any  ex- 
cept as  to  the  time  of  commencing  it. 

Q.  Was  the  situation  of  the  enemy 
and  the  main  body  of  the  army  on  ttie 
4th  of  July,  such  as  to  render  the  attack 
on  the  town  absolutely  necessary  the 
next  day  by  a  coup-de-main  ? 

A.  Not  being  consulted  on  the  equip- 
ment of  tlie  army,  I  know  not  what  the 
resources  of  the  commander-in-chief 
were,  but  certainly  if  a  movement  had 
been  made  to  the  left,  a  communication 
might  have  been  opened  with  the  navy 
above  tiie  town. 

Q.  Was  the  enemy  in  such  force 
without  the  town  as  to  make  it  neces- 
sary to  attack  the  place  by  a  coup-de- 
main? 

A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief ever  reconnoitred  the 
town  after  his  arrival  at  the  Miicraie 
previous  to  the  attack  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  any  reason  v,h\  the 
main  body  of  the  army  should  not  have 
proceeded  by  the  same  rout  as  the  2d, 
which  General  Gower  had  taken,  at 
least  as  far  as  the  high  road  s^oing  to 
Buenos  Ayres,  which  the  Major  General 
quitted  to  make  for  the  Chico  pass  over 
the  Chuelo  ? 

A.  The  reason  I  heard  assigned  was, 
that  the  guide  had  undertaken  to  con- 
duct the  army  by  a  shorter  rout. 

Q.  Having  said,  that  in  your  opinion 
General  Gower's  corps  had  notlung  to 
apprehend  from  any  attack  of  ths  ene- 
my, on  the  march  without  the  town  of 
Buenos  Ayres  ;  do  you  belii've  that  the 
Major-General,  after  crossing  the  Chuelo 
by  the  Chico  Pass,  would  have  found  any 
difficultv  in  dislodging  the  enemy  had 
they  waited  his  approach,  and  would 
not  the  defeat  of  the  enemy  have  opened 
a  fair  passage  for  the  army  ? 

A.  1  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted 
with  the  face  of  the  country  between 
the  Chico  pass  and  the  bridge,  nor  the 
extent  of  the  suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres 
to  answer  precisely  that  question ;  but 
if  the  counlrv  had  been  open,  and  the 
Major-general  could  have  advanced  to 
the  bridge,  the  main  body  might  have 
parsed,  but  there  was  a  great  risque  of 


its  bringing  on  a  general  action  betweeni 
the  advance  corps  and  the  enemy. 

Q.  It  by  moving  to  the  left  a  com- 
munication will)  the  lleet  could  have 
been  opened  above  the  town,  and  conse- 
quently a  supply  of  provisions  could  have 
been  j)ro<:ured,  would  there  in  yout 
opinion  have  been  any  necessity  for  at- 
tacking the  town  by  a  coup-de-main  ? 

A.  Certainly  there  could  have  been 
no  immediate  necessity,  if  a  supply  of 
stores  and  provisions  could  have  been 
procured  from  the  shipping. 

Q.  If  General  W  hitelocke  proceeded 
on  the  high  road  to  the  bridge,  would 
he  not  have  been  enabled  to  support  his 
advance  corps  in  case  General  Gower 
had  brought  on  a  general  action  ? 

A.  I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted 
with  the  country  to  answer  the  question. 

Captain  Fruzcr  sworn  and  examined. 

Q.  Had  you  the  command  of  the  ar- 
tillery' employed  in  the  expedition  against 
Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  I  had  the  honour  to  command  the 
artillerv  upon  that  expedition. 

Q.  State  tlie  number  and  calibre  of 
the  ordnance  embarked  at  Monte  Video 
for  the  use  of  that  expedition  ? 

A.  There  were  embarked  for  that 
service  28  pieces  of  ordnance,  of  which 
three  were  English  iron  twenty-four 
pounders ;  three  medium  brass  twelve 
pounders;  eight  six  i)ounders,  five 
Spanish  four  pounders,  two  St.  Helena 
thr;'e  pounder;,  two  Spanish  brass  twelve 
inch  mortars,  live  live  and  a  half  inch 
Kngli-.h  brass  howitzers,  making  a  total 
of  28  pieces  of  ordnance. 

Q.  What  immber  of  horses  were  em- 
barked at  Monte  \^ideo  for  the  ordnance 
and  stores  including  small  arms  and  am- 
mun'tion .' 

A.  Ihere  were  170  horses  and  36 
mules. 

Q.  Was  all  or  what  proportion  of  the 
ordnance  landed  at  the  Ensinada? 

A.  Sixteen  field  pieces  were  landed 
at  the  Ensinada.  It  may  be  explanatory 
to  state,  that  of  the  28  pieces  ot  ordnance 
which  were  embarked  on  the  service  at 
Monte  Video  for  Buenos  Ayres,  eighteen 
field-pieces  were  intended  to  have  been 
landed,  as  three  brigades  of  artillery  in 
the  field,  the  remaining  number  having 
been   intended  a>  a  reserve  artillery. 
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From  accidents  in  landing;  horses  and 
other  local  obstacles,  I  judged  it  to  be  lor 
the  good  of  tlie  service  lo  direct  that  two 
live  and  halt'-ineh  howitzers  together 
with  the  ainnnmilion  carriages  for  the 
same,  should  not  be  landed.  There  were 
also  eight  carriages  for  ammunition  for 
field-piixcs,  and  eight  carriages  for  small 
arms ;  ammunition  for  the  army  also 
disembarked  at  the  Ensinada.  Two 
hundred  rounds  tor  eacii  field-piece  of 
ordnance  was  also  embarked  ;  2,n7 1,000 
musket-ball  cartridges,  20,000  carbine 
ball  cartridges,  tlie  materials  for  making 
400,000  musket-ball  cartridges,  40,000 
rounds  of  riHe-ball  ammunition,  exclu- 
sive of  350  rounds  per  man  then  in  the 
possession  of  the  95fh  under  the  com- 
m-Jttid  of  Major  M'Cleod,  and  900,000 
».u:skvt-balls  with  the  detachment  at 
Colbnia  were  also  embarked. 

Q.  Have  you  accurate  returns  of  the 
quantity  landed  ? 

A.  On  the  28th  of  June^  specific  re- 
turns were  delivered  to  his  excellency 
General  Whitelocke,  and  to  the  Adju- 
tant-general, of  the  quantity  landed  at 
the  Ensinada. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  the  whole 
number  of  horses  and  mules  embarked 
for  the  expedition  at  Monte  Video  were 
landed  at  the  Ensinada  ? 

A.  From  the  circumstances  of  the 
debarkation,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
state  particularly  what  the  number  of 
horses  and  mules  landed  were ;  I  ap- 
prehend very  little  short  of  200.  It  may 
be  proper  to  siate  in  further  explanation, 
that  such  guns  and  carriages  as  are  in 
the  common  routine  of  the  service 
drawn  by  four  horses,  and  that  with  men 
also  on  them,  were  intended  to  have 
been  drawn  by  six  horses  without  men 
on  them ;  and  this  arrangement  was 
made  foreseeing  the  obstacles  that  might 
occur. 

Q.  State  the  obstacles  which  occur- 
red as  far  as  related  to  the  march 
through  the  marsh  towards  the  heights, 
of  that  part  of  the  expedition  of  which 
you  had  the  command  } 

A.  The  debarkation  of  the  army  and 
firet  pieces  of  artillery  took  place  soon 
after  day-break  on  the  28th  of  June, 
1807.  Tliere  were  two  three- pounders 
assisted  by  seamen,  of  whom  200  were 
furnished  from  the  tieet  for  the  general 


service  of  the  artillery :  400  seamen  had 
been  expected,  but  by  an  arrangement 
with  Admiral  Murray  the  day  or  two 
previous  lo  the  debarkation,  SJOO  only 
were  furnished.  These  two  field-pieces 
were  carried  through  tiie  swamp,  and 
advanced  to  the  heights  over  the  swarap 
in  the  course  of  the  29th.  Four  six 
pounders,  forming  the  remainder  of  the 
leading  brigade  of  artillery,  were  carried 
over  the  swamp  in  the  course  of  the 
following  day  :  the  remainder  of  the  tea 
pieces  were  not  carried  through  till  the 
30th.  I  had  myself  got  across  in  the 
evening  of  the  29th  of  June.  The  two 
six-pounders  with  which  I  was,  were 
assisted  by  nearly  300  of  the  33th  regi- 
■inent,  without  whose  exertions  v.'e  should 
have  been  unable  to  get  the  field  pieces 
through. 

Q.  Were  any  pieces  of  ordnance  lost 
in  the  march  ? 

A.  Five  Spanish  four-pounders  were 
by  my  order  destroyed. 

'Q. 'State  the  reasons  for  your  giving 
that  order. 

A.  On  refltJCting,  after  having  crossed 
the  swamp  on  tlve  29th,  which  was  a  mile 
and  tliree  quarters  in  breadth,  and  so 
deep  in  many  places  that  the  men  could 
with  great  difikulty  stand,  and  in  which 
the  assi-;tance  of  the  horses  was  nearly 
useless,  considering  also  that  many 
hori-.es  were  lost,  and  many  men  would 
have  been  lost  in  bringing  them  up  ; 
and  further  reflecting  that  it  was  essen- 
tially requisite  that  the  men  and  horses 
who'  should  get  up  should  be  unexhaust- 
ed by  fati»ue,  I  judged  it  to  be  decided- 
ly for  tlie  beneiit  of  the  service  to  sacri- 
lice  some  of  the  least  efficient  pieces, 
and  to  apply  their  strength  in  men  and 
horses  to  the  remainder. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  whole 
of  the  remainder  crossed  the  swamp,  or 
were  any  lost } 

A.  Tile  whole  of  the  remainder  of  the 
artillery  was  carried  through  tlie  swamp, 
and  no  other  artillery  whatever  was 
lost. 

Q.  You  stated  that  some  horses  were 
lost  in  crossing  the  swamp.  Can  you 
tell  the  remainder  that  was  left  for  the 
use  of  the  ordnance  ? 

A.  I  am  not  aware  what  number  were 
lost,  being  always  myself  with  the  first 
brigade. 
K 
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Q.  What  officer  of  artillery  accom- 
panied tlie  reniainder  of  the  orduaiice 
tiirougli  the  sv,ain|)  ? 

~  A.  Captain  Hawker,  next  senior  to 
mv-t'If.  His  directions  from  me  were 
jiiobt  precise,  admitting  of  no  exercise  of 
iiis  own  judgment. 

Q.  With  wliat  division  of  the  army 
<lid  you  advance  ? 

A.  With  the  leadnig  advance  corps  of 
the  army. 

»     Q.  ^Vhat  proportion  of  artillery  ac- 
companied the  advance  corps?  ^ 

A.  On  the  30tli  June,  six  field  piece\ 
which  had  then  been  reinforced  by  lu} 
ofJicer  with  fifty-live  artillery  men,  and 
thirty  additional  horses.  Of  these -^x 
pieces,  two,  by  order  of  his  excellency 
Gteneral  Whitelocke,  remained  on  the 
1st  Julv  with  the  main  body. 

Q.  Was  the  number  of  horses  sufli- 
cient  to  transport  the  six  pieces  of  artil- 
lery and  their  carriages,  or  how  were 
they  conveyed  ? 

A.  There  were  sucli  an  extraordinary 
and  unusual  number,  both  in  men  anil 
Jjorses,  with  the  attendant  carriages  and 
the  carriages  for  the  small  arm  ammuni- 
tion as  were  suflicient,  and  more  than 
sufficient  to  overcome  every  obstacle. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  the  whole  number  of 
horses  so  employed  ? 

A.  Upwards  of  one  hundred  horses. 

Q.  What  number  of  carriages  for 
small  ammunition  attended  the  six  poun- 
»lers,  and  what  number  of  small  arm 
ammunition } 

A.  There  were  three;  two  for  musket 
ball  caitridg€'s  and  one  for  the  9jth  regi- 
ment. ^J'here  were  about  ten  or  eleven 
thousand  roumisin  each,  and  each  of  the 
two  field  pieces  had  its  carriage  for  am- 
Jiuinition, 

Q.  Can  you  telUtlie  number  of  carri- 
ages you  left  behind  to  accompany  the 
remaining  pieces  of  artillery  when  vou 
marched  from  the  heights  of'Barragon? 

A.  The  totdl  number  of  gun  ammuni- 
tion carriages  landed  were  thirty-two  ; 
of  tliese  seven  were  destroyed,  and 
twelve  attached  to  the  advance  brigade. 

Q.  State  the  orders  which  you  from 
time  to  time  received  for  the  regulation 
of  your  conduct,  and  for  the  distribution 
of  your  corps,  from  General  Whitelucke, 
iluring  the  march  from  the  Ensinada  to 
Buenos  Ayres^  and  to  the  close  of  tie 
4Uj  July. 


A.  I  saw  his  Excellency  immediately 
after  the  debarkation  at  the  Ensiiiada* 
His  orders  had  been   previously  issued 
for  the  immediate  advance  of  the  twu 
field  pieces  with  the  advance  corps.     I 
iaw  his  Excellency  after  it  was   quite 
dark  on  the  evening  of  the  xfSth,  at  the 
village  of  Barragon.   1  had  a  verj-  earnest 
conversation  with  him  about  the  artillery 
being  carried  througii  the  swamp,  and  I 
assured  him,  that  I  would  be  responsible 
that  on  the  following  day  thelield  pieces 
should  get  across  the  swamp,  unless  it 
was  totally  impracticable.       I   had  no 
further  conversation,   nor  dkl  I  see  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke  again  till  it  was  nearly 
dark  on   the  following  evening,  when   I 
had  crossed  the  swamp  with  the  fast  of 
the  six   field  pieces.      General  Wiiite- 
l(xke  was  at  the    first  farm-house  over 
the  swamp.     He  ordered  me  to  proceed 
to  the  advanced  farm-house,  probably  a 
mile  and   a  half  on,  and  1  there  joined 
the  troops  at  that  time  under  the  com- 
mand   of    Lieuteviant-colonel    Mahon. 
On  the  following  morning  I  saw  General 
Whitelocke  at  the  advanced  farm-house, 
and  he  ordered  me   to   move    forward 
with  the  four  field  pieces  to  the  further 
advance  w  here  the  advance  corps  were  ; 
ordering  further,  that  I  should  take  for 
the  protection  of  the  artillery  a  company 
of  the  9jth.     1  advanced  in  obedience 
to  this  order,  and  halted  that  evening  at 
the  farm-house  w  here  the  advance  corps 
remained.       Before  the   usual   arrange- 
ment of  the  guns  had  been  completed,  it 
was  evening.  I  saw  General  Whitelocke 
on  the  morning  of  the   1st  July,    and 
received   his   permission  to  accompany 
the  advance  corps  under  General  Gower 
to  the  jtiVisage  of  the  Cluielo.    After  the 
separation  of  the  main  body  from  the  ad- 
vance corjis,  I  had  no  conversation,  nor 
did  1  see  General  Whitelocke  untiUhe  af- 
ternoon of  the  3d,  at  the  Coral  de  Misc- 
rare.     1  had  nt  that  time  no  precise  or- 
ders from  his  Excellency  ;  but  I  was  or- 
dered on  the  morning  of  the  4th  to  ad- 
vance with  two  lie'.d  pieces  into  the  city 
of  Buenos  Ayres ;  to  advance  cautiously, 
and  to  feel  my  way,  not  atlvancing  too 
far;  and  to  bring  word  myself  how  af- 
fairs stood  at  the  outposts.       1  had   no 
other  orders  from    General  Whitelocke 
during  the  course  of  that  day;  all  the 
arrangements  that  had  taken  place  at  the 
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f  jtposU  liaving  been  regularly  reportetl 
by  me  to  him  in  j)ursiiaiice  of  orders. 

Q.  Wliat  were  the  arrangenienls  made 
with  regard  to  the  artillery  under  your 
immediate  command,  pri;vious  to,  and 
preparatory  to,  the  attack  of  tiie  :)lh  > 
■  A.  I'hose  pieces  ot  artillery  which  had 
been  taken  from  the  enemy  on  the  L'd 
July,  were  early  in  the  morning  »f  the 
3d  so  placed  m  position,  as  to  command 
the  opeji  space  m  front  of  the  Coral  de 
Iviiserare,  and  commanding  especially 
the  roads  leading  from  the  fort  and  grancl 
S(|uare  of  lUienos  Ay  res.  With  respect 
to  the  field  pieces,  sometimes  two,  and 
at  other  tiiues  four,  at  tiie  outposts. 
'J'iieiv  were  further  at  the  Cora!  a  dis- 
posable force  of  sixty  artillery  men.  In 
the  general  order  for  the  attack,  the 
particular  number  of  field  pieces,  and  the 
situation  of  each,  was  prescribed;  and 
it  became  then  my  only  duty  to  see  that 
these  orders  were  carried  into  execution. 

Q.  ytate  the  distribution  of  the  lield 
pieces  on  the  morning  of  the 'id  July, 
wiien  the  army  took  diiierent  routs. 

A.  Four  field  pieces  were  with  the 
advance  corps;  two  witJa  tlje  main  body, 
a^  before  stated;  the  remainder,  as' I 
have  learned  since,  were  with  the  rear 
ilivision. 

Q.  Were  any  pontoons  embarked 
with  the  army  at  Monte  Video,  and  wliat 
number  ? 

-  A.  Six  pontoons,  with  a  complete  es- 
tablisliment  in  every  respect,  were  em- 
baiked  by  order  of  (General  Wiiitelocke. 
They  were  constructed  and  embarked 
luider  my  superintendance,  but  previous 
to  sailing  were  transported  to  the  engi- 
neei-'s  department. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  pon- 
toons were  ever  ilisembarked  till  the 
return  of  tlie  army  to  Moute  \'ideo  ? 

A.  I  saw  one  or  two  landed  at  the 
Ensinada,  but  they  were  again  re-em- 
barked. 

Q.  Do  you  know  for  what  reason 
they  were  again  re-embarked  ? 

A.  I  presume  that  it  was  because 
from  the  local  situation  of  the  place  they 
uould  not  have  been  serviceal)le  at  the 
Ensinada. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  state  tliat  as  a 
reason  v.liv  they  should  not  have  accom- 
panied the  march  of  the  army  from 
the  Eiisuiada  lo  Buenos  Avres  ? 


A.  I  mean  to  state,  that  it  is  my  opi- 
nion, as  a  military  olVicer,  that  locality 
prevented  them  being  of  service  in  that 
plaee.  I  ihougiit  so  at  the  moment,  and 
therefore  presumed  it. 

Q.  Was  not  the  object  of  constructing 
pontoons,  to  assist  the  army  in  crossing; 
rivers  ? 

A.  Certainly  that  was  the  chief  ob- 
ject. 

Q.  Could  they  then  have  answered 
that  object  if  they  were  not  disembarked 
to  accompany  the  army  on  its  march  ? 

A.  Evidently  they  could  n(;t  have  an- 
swered that  intention  without  being  dis- 
embarked ;  but  1  ha(i  an  idea  that  they 
would  be  disembarked  at  some  other 
point  where  they  would  be  of  essential 
service.  It  may  be  explanatory  to 
state  here,  that  horses  were  not  embark- 
ed for  this  specific  service. 

Q.  Were  the  operations  of  the  army 
in  its  movements  considerably  or  iiecei- 
sarily  delayed  at  any  time  by  waiting 
the  arrival  of  the  artillery  ? 

A.  After  the  artiller>-  got  over  the 
swamp,  the  leading  brigade  was  so  far 
from  requiring  any  assistance  from  tlie 
army,  that, they  were  fully  adequate  to 
overcome  any  obstacles  from  their  own 
resources  :  and  it  was  also  reported  to 
me  by  Captain  Hawker,  who  command- 
ed the  rear  division,  that  that  column 
was  never  impeded  in  its  advance  or 
march  by  the  artillery ;  so  far  Irom  it; 
that  even  the  sick  and  wounded  men 
were  brought  forward  by  him.  I  nnist 
furtiier  observe,  that  at  the  passage  of 
the  Ciiueio  there  was  some  delay  in 
transpoitmg  the  guns  and  ammunition 
which  was  in  some  degree  imavoidahle. 
The  two  held  pieces  then  followed  the 
column,  at  the  head  of  which,  till  that 
time,  they  hud  invariably  been.  The 
remaining  two  alio  toilowed  the  column 
under  the  pi'utection  of  two  companies 
of  infantry,  u)mmanded  by  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Darroch  of  the  3t3th.  I'liesc 
two  companies,  with  the  two  lield 
pieces,  from  the  darkness  of  the  night, 
lost  tlieir  wav  in  the  suburbs  of  Buenoa 
Ayres,  and  wen;  not  afterwards  wit,h  the 
advance  corps. 

Q.  Was  any,  and  what  part  of  the. 
artillery  engaged  with  the  enemy  previ- 
ous to  its  arrival  at  the  Coral  ?  and  did 
»uy  gf  the  opcratiois  of  the  army  previ- 
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ous  to  that  period  depend  or  turn  on  the 
support  to  be  derived  from  the  artillery? 
A.  The  Ist  July,  a  few  shot  were 
fired  from  one  field,  piece  at  a  body  of 
regular  horsemen  neixr  the  village  of 
Eeduction  ;  and  on  the  2d,  some  rounds 
were  fued  from  three  field  pieces  at  an 
irregular  body  of  horsemen  in  the  plain 
near  the  Chuelo.  From  both  the  nature 
of  the  country  and  the  enemy  with  whom 
we  had  to  contend,  the  operations  of  the 
army  from  the  Ensinada  to  the  Coral 
would  not  in  any  way  depend  on  the  sup- 
port to  be  derived  from  the  artillery. 

Cr^oss-examined   hy  Lieutenant-general 
IFhitelocke. 

Q.  Was  not  every  disposition  ^hewn 
to  assist  in  bringing  forward  the  artillery 
which  the  situation  would  allow  ? 

A.  Every  attention  was  shewn,  and 
every  assistance  was  given,  in  the  most 
extended  meaning  of  the  word. 

Q.  Were  the  difficulties  to  be  en- 
countered in  passing  the  swamp  with 
artillery  such  as  commonly  cf  cur,  or  of 
a  particular  and  unusual  description  ? 

A.  They  were  exceedingly  unusual. 
It  is  hardly  possible  to  conceive  a  swamp 
more  difticult  to  overcome  than  this,with 
wheeled  carriages. 

Q.  Had  any  inte'ligence  v^e  had  re- 
ceived to  your  knowledge  led  us  to  sup- 
pose that  we  should  have  had  such  diffi- 
culties to  encounter  ? 

A,  I  certainly  understood  from  General 
Beresford's  dispatches,  and  from  general 
information,  that  there  was  a  swamp 
running  parallel  to  the  banks  of  the 
Plata,  but  had  no  idea  of  its  being  to  the 
extent  we  afterwards  found  it.  Very 
considerable  preparations  had  been  made 
by  General  Whitelocke's  directions,  to 
enable  the  artillery  to  cross  this  swamp, 
which  preparations  consisted  of  portable 
wooden  bridges,  which  however  were 
foand  of  little  utility. 

Examined  hy  the  Court. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  you  were 
ordered  to  go  into  the  town  of  Buenos 
Ayres  on  the  4th  July  with  two  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  feel  your  way,  and  report 
in  person  the  situation  of  affairs :  was 
any  force  appointed  to  suppprt  you,  or 


any  post  ordered,  for  you  to  fall  back  on 
in  case  of  a  vigorous  attack  by  the 
enemy  ? 

A.  I  understood  it  generally  that  I 
should  of  course  have  been  supported 
by  the  outposts  as  was  usual.  I  was 
supported  by  the  95th.  We  did  ad- 
vance in  the  usual  course  in  a  slow  cau- 
tious manner,  feeling  ourway,  and  trying 
the  strength  of  the  enemy :  there  was 
no  particular  action ;  we  had  some 
scattered  firing,  and  I  individually  re- 
turned and  reported  to  General  White-, 
locke. 

Q.  What  was  the  calibre  of  the  Spa- 
nish gtuis  taken  by  General  Craufurd  on 
the  2d  July  ?  and  was  there  any,  and 
what  quantity  of  ammunition  taken  at 
the  time  ? 

A.  The  guns  taken  were  one  twelve 
pounder,  two  eight  pounders,  six  four 
pounders,  and  one  six  and  a  half  inch 
howitzer,  two  ammunition  carriages  for 
field  pieces,  and  one  ammunition  car- 
riage for  small  arms. 

Q.  Had  you  at  any  time  any  conver- 
sation with  General  "Whitelocke  on  the 
subject  of  holding  communication  with 
the  2d  in  command,  General  Gower  ? 

A.  On  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  July 
I  returned  from  the  advance  corps  under 
Gen.  Gower,  to  report  myself  to  Gen. 
Whitelockc,  from  whom  I  had  then  been 
absent  twenty-four  hours.  On  reportr 
ing  where  I  "had  been,  General  White- 
locke  seemed  not  quite  pleased  that  I 
hid  been  so  long  absent  from  him.  He 
also  expressed  himslf  displeased  at  Cap- 
tain Squires  of  the  engineers  being  so 
long  absent.  I  observed  to  his  Excel- 
lency that  I  had  advanced  with  the  guns 
at  liis  express  direction  on  the  morning 
of  the  preceding  day  ;  that  it  was  nearly 
dari:  when  we  arrived  at  the  position  we 
took  up  that  night ;  but  that  had  we 
been  alile  to  havu  found  our  way,  we 
should  have  returned  to  his  Excellency 
that  evening.  I  added,  that  I  should  not 
again  leave  his  person  without  his  ex- 
press permission.  I  understood  that  he 
was  (iissatislied  at  my  having  been  witii 
General  Gower.  On  the  evening  of  the 
4th  July,  General  Whitelocke  again  ex- 
pressed displeasiue  at  my  having  been 
separated  from  him,  and  seeming  to  be 
too  much  attached  to  the  person  of 
General  Gower;  and  added  a  strict  in- 
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junction,  that  I  sliould  not  leave  his  side 
during  the  following  day.  I  felt  it  my 
duty  to  comniunicale  to  Goneiai  Clower 
that  I  had  received  such  an  intinuitioij 
from  General  Whilelocke. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Mutton  sivorn    and 
examintd. 

Q.  You  commanded  the  9th  light 
dragoons  on  the  expedition  against 
Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  At  that  time  I  was  a  Lieutenant- 
colonel  on  the  staff,  and  commanded  the 
yth  light  dragoons  at  Monte  Video. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  a  general  or- 
*  der  being issuedfor  lessening  the  baggage 
of  the  army  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  consequence  of  that  order  was 
any,  and  what  part,  of  the  horse  equip- 
ment belonging  to  your  regiment  made 
away  with  or  otherwise  disposed  of? 

A.  At  the  tune  I  was  Lieutenant- 
colonel  of  brigade,'  and  commanding 
ofHcer  of  that  regiment,  an  order  was 
issued  to  that  effect,  and  some  of  the 
equipments  which  were  unfit  tor  service 
were  cast  away  :  the  precise  (juantity  I 
cannot  say,  but  1  think  there  is  a  return 
with  the  regiment. 

Q.  Ob  landing  at  the  Ensinada,  what 
part  of  the  army  had  you  under  your 
command  ? 

A.  Four  troops  of  the  carbineers,  tlie 
9th  liglit  dragoons,  and  the  40th  and 
45th  regiments,  except  their  light  com- 
panies. 

Q.  Did  you   command  tliat  brigade 
the  whole  of  the  march  from  the  Ensi- 
nada to  Buenos  Ayres  ? 
■    A.  No. 

Q.  At  what  time  was  the  alteration 
made  in  the  brigade  which  you  com- 
manded ? 

A.  Having  passed  the  swamp  on  the 
28th,  and  taken  up  the  ground  on  whicii 
the  light  brigade  had  been  stationed  the 
night  before,  the  head  quarters  of  the 
Commander  in  Chief  was  on  the  left, 
with  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty's  brigade. 
On  the  morning  of  the  29th,  Sir  Samuel 
Auchmuty's  brigade  moved  on,  and  was 
accompanied  by  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  who  mentioned  his  intention  of 
taking  forward  some  troops  of  my  bri- 


gade, and  leaving  me  in  the  comhiand  of 
a  few  mounted  and  dismounted  dra- 
goons, and  about  four  companies  of  thtr 
40th,  waiting  for  Major  Campbell,  \\h<t 
was  in  conuiiand  oi  the  rear  guard  for 
the  protection  of  the  guns  and  mortars. 
Atijourned  until  to-morrow. 


THIRTEENTH  DAY. 

FRIDAY,   12th  FEBRUARY, 

The  Court  being  met  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment. Lieutenant-colonel  Mahoa 
was  further  examined. 

Q.  ^Vhen  you  moved  from  the  Iieights, 
what  force  had  you  under  your  com- 
mand ? 

A.  In  addition  to  what  I  have  men- 
tioned, Major  Campbell,  with  four  com- 
panies of  the  40th,  and  Captains  Rowly 
and  Johnson,  with  about  200  seamen, 
composed  the  whole,  together  with  the 
artillery,  four  six-pouuders,  and  two 
howitzers,  under  Cajjtain  Hawker. 

Q.  Was  any  alteration  made  in  the 
force  you  commanded,  from  the  time 
vou  left  the  heights,  till  your  arrival  at 
1\ eduction  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  When  did  you  reach  Reduction? 

A.  On  the  evening  of  the  2d  of  July. 

Q.  In  the  interval  between  General 
Whitelocke's  marching  forward  with  the 
main  body,  and  the  time  of  arriving  at 
Reduction,  did  you  receive  any  orders, 
and  what  were  they  ? 

A.  I  received  an  order  by  an  officer 
of  the  17th  dragoons,  with  a  mounted 
party  about  a  rjiile  from,  and  previous  to 
my  arrival  at  Reduction,  and  tliis Was 
the  order. 

Here  the  witness  produced  the  order 
as  follows: 

2d  July,  quarter  past  3  o'clock,  P.  AL 

Nothwithstanding  the  orders  commn 
nicated  to  you,  P  am  commanded  by  his 
excellency.  General  VVhitelocke,  to  de- 
swe  that  you  will  remain  at  Reduction 
until  further  orders,  and  procure  provi- 
sions from  tiie  Uect,  and  make  a^  couii- 
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♦Jerable  a  store  of  bread  and  spirits  as 
you  can. 

(Signed)    Henry  Torrexs, 

Military  Secretary. 

I  received  another  order  of  a  prior 
date  ai  the  same  time,  as  follows : 

Reduction,  half  past  ten,  A.  M. 
2d  Jul). 

General  Whilelocke  has  just  hegim  to 
move  in  a  direction  S.  W.  to  cro-s  th.e 
Chiielo,  and  you  are  to  follow  him  to- 
morrow, and  bring  everv  thinq  from  this 
piace  w^ith  you.  Admiral  Murray  is  to 
iand  three  days  bread  and  spirits  for  you 
here,  fr«ra  the  brig  Luc\ . 


Head 


Q.  What  was  the  name  of  the  officer 
who  brought  this  order  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know:  he  had  about 
Iwenty  men  with  him. 

Q.  What  were  the  next  orders  you 
receiver!  from  General  ^^'hite!ocke?  " 

A.  Next  orders  I  received  at  twenty 
mijiutes  past  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning 
«rf  the  otii,  as  follows: 

quarters,  Ath  July,  8  o'clock,  P.M. 

I  am  directed  by  his  excellency  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke/to  request  you  will 
r.iarrh  witli  the  detachment  under  your 
comn)and,  and  take  post  at  the  bridge 
over  the  Chuelo,  where  you  will  wait 
for  further  orders. 

(Signed)     Henry  ToRRENs. 

This  order  was  Iirought  to  me  by 
two  men,  natives  of  the  country. 

Q.  Did  you  at  any  time  receive  any 
order  from  General  ^^'hitelocke  dated 
before  the  5th  July,  beside  those  already 
rvientioned  > 

A.  None. 

Q.  Was  the  ror«munication  opened 
vith  the  sea  at  deduction,  and  supplies 
of  pi-ovisioiis  and  stoi-^s  procured  irom 
the  shipping  ? 

A.  It  was.  I  received  a  supply  of 
provision,  but  did  not  receive  a  sufficient 
tpinntity  to  form  a  depot.  There  was 
sutlfieient  for  the  rations  of  the  men  under 
my  command  ;  there  was  not  more  than 
a  day's  consumption,  owing  to  the  bad- 


ness of  the  weather,  and  the  surf,  vvliioh 
prevented  sending  more. 

Q.  Were  there  any  other  difficulties 
to  prevent  the  landing  of  provisions  at 
point  (^uilmes  and  conveying  them  to 
Reduction,  and  making  a  depot,  except 
the  badness  of  the  w  eather  ? 

A.  There  was  a  considerable  swamp, 
which  it  must  have  been  difficult  to  get 
provisions  across ;  and  I  understood 
from  Captain  Cobb  of  the  Xereid,  that 
biscuits  were  not  in  any  quantity. 

Q.  Do  you  meaji  to  stale  that  the 
swamp  w  as  so  deep,  as  to  prevent  the 
transporting  of  more  provisions  across 
it,  if  tlie  weather  had  not  been  so  bad  ? 

A.  No,  I  do  not :  I  was  told  that  the 
conveyance  of  provisions  was  e.Ktremely 
easy. 

Q.  Under  the  inspection  of  what  ofli- 
cer  of  the  Commissariate  was  the  pro- 
visions issued  at  point  Quilmes  and  Re- 
duction ? 

A.  Of  a  young  gentleman  belonghig 
to  the  Commissary,  whose  name  1  do 
not  recollect. 

Q.  Did  the  troops  under  your  com- 
mand experience  much  fatigue  and  difli- 
cully  in  the  march  from  the  heights  of 
Reduction,  or  afterwards  on  the  march 
from  titence  to  Bienos  Ayres? 

A.  Our  marches  were  not  very  long, 
but  tedious,  in  consequence  of  the  ar^ 
tillery,  the  seamen  who  drew  them,  and 
the  troops  being  exposed  to  tlie  weather, 
whicii  was  extremely  bad,  and  from 
which  arose  a  great  deal  of  inconve- 
nience, but,  generally  speaking,  we  w  ere 
healthy,  but  the  frequent  crossing  of 
rivers  with  artillery  added  much  to  our 
difficulties  and  fatigue. 

Q.  You  mean  then  to  state  that  the 
artillery,  exclusive  of  other  difficulties, 
was  a  considerable  obstruction  to  the  ra- 
pidity of  your  march  from  Reduction  ? 

A.  Certainly. 

Q.  Were  y"ou  obliged  to  halt  often 
for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  artillery 
to  come  up  ? 

A.  Frequently. 

Q.  Did   you  halt  in  consequence  of  , 
your  own  judgment,  or  in  consequence 
ot  applications  from  the  officers  of  artil- 
lery ? 

A.  In  consequence  of  my  own  judg- 
ment, seeing  the  necessity  of  bringing 
over  the  artillery  with  us. 
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•Q.  State  the  cTectivp  strength  of  tlie 
♦'hole  force  under  your  coiinnaiul  at 
Reduction,  including  tiiose  you  found 
there  ? 

A.  The  dismounttnl.  and  a  few  mount- 
ed, with  the  1 7th  lighi  dragoons,  making 
together  about  ieo  men.  T  he  4(>th  re- 
giment, exa^pt  the  light  company,  about 
700  men;  one  troop  of  ihe  9th  hght 
dragoons,  about  70  dismoinited ;  a  de- 
tachment of  the  4jtli,  under  Major 
Gwyn,  about  100;  one  company  of 
the  3Clh,  about  70  strong;  a  detachment 
of  the  8Sth,  about  100;  the  artillery 
under  Captains  Hawlcer  and  Dixon, 
about  30  men ;  four  pieces  of  artillery 
six-pounders,  and  two  howitzers ;  with 
about  i'OO  seamen  under  Captains  Rowly 
and  Johnson,  of  the  royal  navy. 

Q.  What  force  of  mounted  cavahy 
accompanied  your  march  from  the 
heights  ? 

A.  Originallv  about  thirty,  under  tJie 
comnjand  of  Captain  Bacon,  but  they 
diminished  daily,  by  transferring  liorses 
to  the  Commissaiiate. 

Q.  To  what  use  did  the  Commissa- 
riate  appropriate  them  ? 

A.  1  do  not  know.  They  were  taken 
by  the  Commis-ariate,  to  carry  pack- 
»addlcs :  they  did  not  march  witli  our 
<;olumn. 

Q.  Where  did  they  march  ?  in  front 
or  rear  ? 

A.  In  front  of  my  column  :  I  suppose 
with  the  Commander-in-chief.  Some 
marched  with  our  column  in  the  rear. 

Q.  Then  how  many  ma.ched  before 
you  left  the  heights  ? 

A.  About  eighteen.  I  believe  we 
arrived  at  Reduction  witli  eighteen 
mounted.  I  marched  from  thence  with 
them. 

Q.  When  did  the  reinforcement  o( 
twenty  mounted  cavalry  vc-ach  you? 

A.  At  Reduction.  They  niade  in  the 
vvhole  about  thirty-eight. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  win-  any  mounted 
cavalry  were  left  in  the  rear  of  the  armr  ? 

A.  1  conceive  for  the  purpoi^e  of  bc- 
<Jette>,  looking  out,  and  particularly  use- 
ful in  getting  cattle  and  provision. 

Q.  Were  any  lasso-men  witli  your 
division  ? 

A.  No,  not  any. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  what  provisions  were 
procarcd  for  your  division  by  the  ca- 
Viilry  ? 


A.  I  cannot  tell  the  exact  amount: 
we  got  large  quantities  of  cattle  and 
sheep  during  our  stay  at  Reduction? 

Q.  During  your  halt  at  Reduction, 
which  appears  to  liave  lasted  from  the 
evening  of  the  2d  to  tlie  morning  of  the 
3lh,  was  there  any  reconnoitring  across 
the  bridge  over  the  Chuelo,  by  your  or- 
der, at  any  time? 

A.  On  the  mornirg  of  tlie  4th  July, 
I  ordered  the  Assistant  Quarter-muster- 
generai,'  and  Captain  Hawker  of  the 
artillery,  taking  with  them  twenty  dra- 
goons aiul  a  conip;!nv  of  the  36th,  to 
reconnoitre  towards  the  bridge  and  the 
adjacent  country,  and  to  get  intelligence 
ot  (lie  army,  without  risking  any  engage- 
ment with  the  em-my  tin  y  might  meet, 
'J  iiey  did  not  approacli  the  bridge,  be- 
ing too  distant,  and  returned  about  one 
o'clock,  without  being  able  to  opi-n  a 
communication,  or  to  gain  any  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  bridge,  or  the  passage 
of  the  river. 

Q.  lldi\*e  you  any  reason  to  believe 
that  you  could  not  "have  marched  witb 
your  division  of  the  army  to  the  Mise- 
rare,  on  tl;e  3d  or  4th,  if  you  Lad  re- 
ceived orders  to  do  so  ? 

A.  I'lom  experience  since,  I  think  I 
could,  but  at  that  time  1  did  not  believ« 
it  practicable. 

Q.  What  reason  had  you  then  to 
think  it  was  not  practicable  > 

A.  Bv  a  note  I  received  about  half 
past  ten  o'clock,  it  was  reported  that  the 
bridge  was  broken  down  or  destroyed. 

Q.  Supposing  the  bri'ge  to  have  r,*- 
mained,  were  there  aiiy  other  impedi- 
ments in  your  way,  to  have  prevented 
your  marching  from  Reduction  to  the 
^list-rare  in  one  day,  if  you  had  receivcil 
ortU'is  so  to  lio ' 

A.  I  think  there  was  no  obstacle,  ex- 
cept the  delay  occasioned  by  tJie  aniJ- 
lerv. 

Q.  IIow  many  miles  from  Re<!iictioa 
to  the  bridge,  and  from  that  to  ttie  Misc- 
rare  ? 

A.  About  seven  to  the  bridge — from 
th.  nee  to  the  Miserare  about  six. 

Q.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  n>acl 
from  Reduction  to  the  bridge,  and  from 
thence  to  the  Miser;'.re? 

A.  Between  Reduction  and  the  bride;'.! 
there  were  several  swamp-  aiul  rivi;I^-t«, 
extremely  heavy  for  ttic  arliUery  ;  ai'd;i. 


72 


TRIAL  OF  LIEUTENANT-GENERAL  WHITELOCKE. 


f  reat  part  of  the  road  from  the  bridge 
to  the  Miserare  was  also  very  heavy. 

Q.  Supposing  the  object  liad  been  to 
give  assistance  to  the  troops  at  Buenos 
Ayres,  how  many  hours  would  it  take  to 
accomplish  a  forced  march  from  Reduc- 
tion to  Buenos  Ayres,  without  the  artil- 
lery? 

A.  I  think  we  could  liave  accomplished 
it  in  four  hours. 

Q.  With  the  same  object  in  view,  iii 
your  experience  and  knowledge  of  the 
country,  and  the  exertions  of  the  seamen 
and  artillery  men,  how  long  do  you 
think  it  would  have  taken  for  the 
whole,  or  greater  part  of  the  artillery,  to 
arrive  from  Reduction  by  a  forced 
march  ? 

A.  I  do  not  think  we  could  have  done 
it  in  less  than  twelve  hours.  When  we 
did  march,  every  possible  exertion  was 
made  by  the  seamen  and  artillery,  in 
bringing  on  the  guns. 

Q.  State  the  hours  that  your  detach- 
ment marched  each  day  from  the  heights 
to  Reduction,  and  the  hour  at  which  it 
arrived  each  night,  with  the  distance  of 
each  day's  march  ? 

A.  "VVe  marched  from  the  heights 
about  six  in  the  morning  ;  we  halted  at 
twelve  o'clock  for  two  hours  to  refresh. 
We  arrived  at  about  half  past  three  on 
the  heights,  where  we  took  up  our 
ground,  making  eight  miles  the  extent 
of  the  day's  march.  On  the  2d  we 
marched  so  as  to  calculate  that  we  should 
come  to  a  river,  about  three  miles  otf, 
which  we  must  pass,  and  we  did  not  ar- 
rive at  Reduction  till  live  in  the  evening. 
We  halted  on  the  3d  and  4th  at  Reduc- 
tion, and  on  the  5th  we  marched  from 
nine  to  eleven  miles. 

Q.  Are  you  of  opinion,  from  what 
you  saw  of  the  country  between  Barra- 
gonand  the  C'huelo,  that  provisions  might 
have  been  obtained,  if  the  usual  means 
of  patroles  of  light  troops,  sent  into  the 
country,  had  been  adopted  ? 

A.  i  think  we  should  have  found  cat- 
tle in  sufficient  quantities,  but  I  do  not 
conceive  the  country  afibrded  any  other 
species  of  provision. 

Q.'  Was  there  no  corn  to  be  procured? 
A.  I  think  not.      It  is  cultivated  in 
small  quar.tities. 

Q.  On  what  sort  of  corn  did  the  inha- 
bitants feed  ? 


A.  Chiefly  wheat:  a  good  deal  of  In- 
diancorn  was  used  by  the  lower  orders. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  state  that  all  the 
corn  had  been  removed  ? 

A.  Tiiere  did  not  appear  any  propor- 
tion of  the  country  cultivated  with  corn. 
It  was  mostly  grass  land  we  passed  over. 

Cross-examined  by  General  IVhitelocke. 

Q.  Were  the  dilTiculties  arising  from 
the  swamps  on  the  march,  such  as  were 
usual,  or  did  they  not  exceed  any  ac- 
count we  had  of  them  ? 

A.  1  think  the  difficulties  were  very 
unusual,  and  far  greater  than  we  had 
any  description  of. 

Q.  Was  not  tiie  ground  on  each  bank 
of  the  river  swampy  and  difficult  to  cross 
witJi  artiller}',  and  were  not  the  men 
obliged  to  wade  through  water  on  each 
day's  march  ? 

A-  '^  es,  to  both  parts  of  the  question. 

Q.  How  deep  were  these  rivulets? 

A.  There  were  some  very  deep :  I 
have  seen  them  above  the  mens  waists. 

Q.  Did  the  length  of  time  on  the  first 
and  second,  arise  irom  difficulties  oppos- 
ed by  the  nature  of  the  cavalry,  and 
could  you  not  have  marched  in  any  other 
country  with  yovu-  division  in  less  time, 
and  with  less  fatigue  to  the  troops  ? 

A.  Tlie  difhculties  did  arise  from  the 
country  being  so  swampy,  and  tlie  diffi- 
culty of  bringing  the  artillery  through.  I 
conceive  very  few  countries  could  have 
presented  so  many  obstacles. 

Q.  As  the  difficulty  of  establishing  a 
body  of  cavalry  has  much  of  locality 
attached  to  it,  state  as  nearly  as  you  can 
the  number  of  horses  delivered  to  the  9th 
dragoons,  how  long  fit  for  service  and 
the  casualties. 

A.  Tlie  mounted  only  consisted  of  one 
squadron.  Some  horses  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  17th  light  dragoons  to  act 
as  mounted. 

Q.  Had  you  no  opportunity  as  an 
ollicer  of  cavalry,  of  knowing  that  the 
casualties  in  the  cavalry  were  extraordi- 
nary, and  consequently  diminished  the 
force  of  mounted  dragoons,  in  an  exces- 
sive degree?  And  did  I  not  at  Monte 
Video,  by  every  means  in  my  power 
facilitate  mounting  the  cavalry '? 
A.  Certainly,  1  consider  it  so. 
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Examined  by  the  Court. 

Q.  Did  the  countrymen  who  brought 
\ou  the  order  on  the  morning  of  the  5th 
iiit'orni  you  l)y  what  rout  they  came  ? 

A.  I'liey  informed  me  that  they  had 
found  very  great  difficulty  in  avoiding 
tlie  Spanish  troops,  and  were  frequently 
obliged  to  swirn  the  rivers  with  their 
liorses.  They  did  not  point  out  tlie  rout 
by  which  they  came. 

Q.  Were  the  guns  of  your  division 
drawn  by  horses  Irom  the  time  of  your 
leaving  ihe  heights  above  Barragon  on 
your  march  to  Reduction  ? 

A.  They  were  drawn  by  horses  and 
mules,  which  were  certainly  unable  of 
themselves  to  bring  them  through  the 
swamps. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  sort  of  place 
your  stores  were  kept  in  at  Monte  Vi- 
deo ? 

A.  It  was  a  room  on  the  l)each  near 
the  sea,  then  occupied  by  om-  quarter- 
master.    It  was  a  very  large  one. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Henr!/  Tor  reus  sivorn 
and  examined. 

Q.  You  were  on  Lieutenant-general 
Whitelocke's  staff  on  the  expedition 
against  Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  What  situation  had  vou  on  that 
statf? 

A.  Military  secretar}^. 

Q.  State  the  substance  of  the  infor- 
mation received  by  General  Whitelocke 
.  previous  to  his  leaving  Monte  V  ideo,  of 
•  the  means  and  disposition  of  the  enemy 
to  resist,  and  the  plaus  of  the  Spanish 
commander. 

A.  The  information  which  General 
Wiiitelocke  received  was  very  deiective, 
as  we  never  had  any  direct  communica- 
tion with  Buenos  Ayres.  We  heard,  ge- 
nerally, that  tlie  military  and  the  inha- 
bitants of  Buenos  Ayres  h:id  determined 
to  defend  it  it  to  the  last,  that  they  had 
erected  batteries  in  the  principal  streets, 
and  that  tiie  ordnance  muunted  on  them 
might  be  about  40  or  50  heavy  can- 
non :  every  person  from  whom  informa- 
tion could  be  obtained  was  examin- 
ed as  to  the  best  situation  for  landing 
the  army  on  the  south  sitie  of  the  river. 
Tke  Quartcr-master-general  and  Captain 


Thompson  of  the  navy,  were  sent  to  re- 
connoitre, and  on  their  return  the  Ensi- 
nada  was  fixed  upon  as  the  most  practi- 
cable part  for  disembarkation. 

Q.  Was  any  information  obtained  of 
tlie  elfsctive  force  of  the  army  under  the 
Spanish  General  ? 

A.  We  heard,  generally,  that  their 
army  consisted  of  eight  thousand  men; 
but  this  information  was  vague,  as  some 
said  eight,  others  ten,  and  others  twelve 
thousand  men. 

Q.  Were  you  constantly  with  Gene- 
ral Whitelocke,  from  his  landing  at  the 
Ensinada  to  the  evacuation  of  Buenos 
Ayres  ? 

A.  Generally  in  attendance  on  him, 
but  not  constantly,  sometimes  with  the 
advance-guard. 

Q.  During  your  march  from  Ensinada 
till  your  arrival  before  the  town  on  the 
third,  were  you  intrusted  with  the  writing 
or  delivery  of  any  orders? 
A.  Frequently. 

Q.  Will  you  state,  as  far  as  your  me- 
mory will  admit,  the  orders  you  re- 
ceiyed  ? 

A.  On  the  evening  of  the  20th  June, 
in  reply  to  a  report  from  General 
Gower,  that  he  had  reached  the  heights 
of  Ensinada  Vale,  I  was  directed  to  write 
to  him,  to  desire  he  would  be  prepared 
to  advance,  on  the  Commander  in  Chief 
joining  him  the  next  day  with  the  main 
column  of  the  army.  On  the  evening 
of  the  30th  June,  in  reply  to  a  dispatch 
from  General  Gower,  I  was  directed 
to  desire  that  he  would  halt  on  the 
ground  wiiere  he  reported  himself,  until 
the  commander  of  the  forces  joiiued  him 
the  next  day. 

Q.  Have  you  a  copy  of  this  letter.' 
A.  All  these  orders  were  written  on 
my  knee  in  the  held,  and  of  course  I  had 
not  the  means  of  taking  copies.  1  was 
directed  about  two  o'clock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  2d  July,  to  desire  that  Major- 
general  Gower  should  advance  that 
morning  whh  the  column  under  his  com- 
mand, to  feel  his  way  over  the  Chuelo 
at  any  place  he  might  rind  it  practicable 
above  the  bridge,  to  take  a  position  on 
the  western  suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
and  communicate  with  the  shipping, 
and  to  avail  himself  of  any  favourable 
opportunity  of  sending  a  summons  to  the 
Spanish  General,  retcrrinj,  to  ?oine  prt- 
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vious  conversation  or  communication 
wliich  he  had  had  on  the  subject  of  the 
terms  to  be  granted,  and  stating  gene- 
rally, that  it  was  his,  (the  General's)  in- 
tentions to  support  him. 

Q.  I^o  yon  recollect  whether  there 
was  any  expression  in  the  letter  relating 
to  General  Gower  advancing  into  the 
town  ? 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection 
there  was  no  such  expression  in  the 
letter. 

Q.  Does  your  memory  enable  you  to 
state  whether  any  such  expressions  were 
in  the  letter. 

A.  I  can  positively  state  there  were  no 
such  expressions  in  it;  the  order  was, 
to  take  a  position  on  the  western  suburbs, 
and  no  further. 

Q.  Can  you  say  what  the  expressions 
were  which  communicated  the  intention 
of  supporting  him  ? 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection  they 
were,  that  "  I  mean  to  support  you 
with  the  column  under  my  immediate 
command," 

Q.  Did  the  letter  purport  that  Gene- 
ral Gower  was  to  march  that  day,  or 
were  there  any  expressions  in  the  letter 
which  left  the  operations  of  the  advance 
corps  to  the  judgment  or  discre- 
tion of  the  Major-general,  or  was  the 
order  a  peremptory  one,  like  those  issu- 
ed by  a  Commander  in  C'hief  to  the  ot- 
ficers  under  his  command  ? 

A.  ^rhe  order  was  a  peremptory  one. 

Q.  Had  any  information  been  receiv- 
ed of  the  strength  and  position  of  the 
enemy  any  time  subsequent  to  the  land- 
ing at"the"Ensinada,  and  previous  to  the 
time  you  were  speaking  of,  the  night  of 
the  first. 

A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Was  it  known  at  that  time  how 
many  passes  there  were  over  the  Cliuelo 
besides  the  bridge? 

A.  It  was  not  exactly  known.  The 
Passo  Chico,  from  every  information 
we  had  received,  was  supposed  to  be  im- 
practicable, 'at  least  tiiere  was  a  very 
great  doubt  as  to  its  pra(  licability.  The 
guide  told  us,  that  by  going  up  higher 
we  should  find  the  source  of  the  river; 
the  passo  de  Zamora  was  never  men- 
tioned till  we  arrived  at  Keduction,  and 
he  seemed  to  have  only  a  faint  idea  of  it. 

Q.  Hud  the  guides  attached  to  the 


different  divisions  of  the  army  been  erer 
confronted,  or  the  accounts  they  gave  of 
the  country,  compared  with  each  other 
by  General  \\'hitelocke  or  by  his  order? 

A.  Before  we  left  Monte  Video  none 
were  confronted,  because  one  ot  the 
guides  did  not  like  to  appear  to  take  an 
active  part  in  the  cause,  least  it  should 
create  a  jealousy  on  the  part  of  the 
Spaniards  and  Indians ;  therefore  every 
communication  we  had  with  him  was 
private,  and  he  was  never  present  when 
the  other  two,  who  were  Americans, 
were  examined;  but  I  know  these  two 
were  together,  for  they  went  up  the  river 
with  the  quarter-master-general. 

Q.  To  which  division  of  the  army 
were  the  two  Americans  attached  ? 

A.  One  with  General  Gower,  and  the 
other  with  Lieutenant-colonel  Mahon. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  the  guides 
who  were  "attached  to  the  main  body, 
under  General  Whitelocke's  immediate 
conmiand,  and  those  guides  who  were 
attached  to  General  Gower,  were  ever 
confronted,  or  their  accounts  compared, 
so  as  to  ascertaiH  whether  the  two  di- 
visions of  the  armv  marched  in  the  same 
track  .> 

A.  Never  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  The  Lieutenant-general  being,  as 
you  have  stated,  without  information  of 
the  strength  or  position  of  the  enemy 
without  the  town,  were  any,  and  what, 
attempts  made,  bv  reconnoitering,  or 
otherwise,  to  ascertain  it  previous  to  the 
letter  you  have  just  now  described  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  any  steps 
were  taken  to  reconnoitre,  except  on 
the  evening  of  the  first,  horses  were  or- 
dered for  that  purpose  the  next  morn- 
ing, but  the  reconnoissance  did  not  take 
place. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  what  information 
tiie  Lieutenant-general  received  on  the 
1st  respecting  the  appearance  of  the  sky, 
or  of  bad  weather,  from  tiie  inhabitants 
of  the  country  t 

A.  I  understood  that  such  of  the  na- 
tives as  were  attached  to  the  Commis- 
sary-general's department,  ex])ressed 
apprehensions  as  to  a  change  of  weather, 
but  I  never  was  present  at  this  exami- 
nation. 

Q.  What  were  the  last  orders,  on  the 
evening  of  tlie  1st  July,  respecting  the 
operations  of  the  army  ou  the  succeeding 
day  i 
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A.  No  orders  whatever  were  issued 
that  iiiglit  as  to  the  next  day's  ope- 
rations. 

Q.  Had  YOU  been  told  by  General 
Wliitelocke,  on  the  lirst,  whether  he  did 
or  did  not  intend  to  lialt  the  army  on 
the  second  ? 

A.  General  Whitelocke  never  actually 
told  me  that  such  was  his  intention,  but 
1  considered  it  to  be  so. 

Q.  State  your  reasons  for  forming  that 
opinion. 

A.  My  reasons  for  forming  that  opi- 
nion were,  tliat  tlie  Admiral  had  sent 
an  officer  from  the  lleet,  to  know  if  we 
wanted  spirits  or  provisions,  and  tiie  of- 
iicer  was  directed  to  iiave  a  portion  of 
each  landed  by  ten  o'clock  tiie  ne.xt 
morning,  wiiich,  with  the  General's  in- 
tention to  reconnoitre,  I  thought  would 
occupy  the  most  part  of  that  day,  so  as 
not  to  give  us  time  for  further  operations. 

Q.  At  what  hour  vvas  the  order  for 
marching  the  next  day  given  ? 

A.  At  nine,  or  halt  past  nine  o'clock  ; 
I  cannot  exactly  say. 

Q.  Was  that  order  the  first  notice 
you  received  of  the  General's  intention 
to  march  that  day  ? 

A.  It  was  the  lirst  intimation  I  received 
of  his  change  of  intention. 

Q.  AVere  tliere  any  expressions  in  the 
order  you  were  directed  to  send  to  Ma- 
jor-general Gouer,  which  ascertained 
whether  it  was  the  intention  of  General 
Whitelocke  to  march  on  the  second? 

A.  There  was  nothing  in  that  letter 
which  led  me  to  draw  a  conclusion  as  to 
tiie  period  of  General  \\  liitelocke's  ad- 
vance. 

Q.  Did  anv  tiling  pass,  in  conversa- 
tion with  General  Whitelocke,  at  that 
time,  which  allowed  you  to  form  any 
conclusion  with  respect  to  the  Lieute- 
nant-general's intention  as  to  the  opera- 
tions of  the  army  on  tiie  second  ? 

A.  Nothing  dropped  in  conversation 
to  enable  me  to  draw  any  conclusion  as 
to  the  Lieutenant-general's  movements 
on  that  day. 

Q.  How  soon  after  this  conversation 
did  you  see  the  Lieutenant-general  be- 
fore the  order  to  march  was  given  ? 

A.  I  saw  him  immediately  after,  and 
before  the  order  for  the  marcii  was  given, 
but  I  was  HOt  on  the  spot  when  it  was 
given.     I  had  gone  to  Sir  ^arauel  Auch- 


muty,  and  when  I  returned  the  troops 
were  getting  under  arms. 

Q.  We  have  been  told  by  a  former 
witness,  that  General  Whitelocke  pro- 
ceeded on  the  morning  before  the  order 
for  march  was  given.  At  what  hour 
in  the  morning  did  you  meet  General 
Whitelocke? 

A.  About  half  past  seven  or  eight 
o'clock.  I  went  a  little  in  the  front  of 
the  ling  and  met  Colonel  Bourke,  who 
was  returning  from  Gentral  Gower, 
having  delivered  the  letter  1  had  written 
that  morning. 

Q.  Were  you  told  by  General  White- 
locke whether  he  intended  to  proceed 
to  the  advance  corps,  or  to  make  the 
reconnoissance  which  had  been  decided 
on  the  preceding  evening? 

A.  General  Whitelocke  did  not  inti- 
mate to  me  his  intention.  When  I  re- 
turned from  seeking  Sir  Samuel  xVuch- 
muty  I  found  that  the  column  had  beea 
ordered  to  tile  on,  but  I  was  not  ac- 
quainted with  the  precise  direction  it  was 
to  take  until  afterwards. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bourke  deliver  General  Gower's  answer 
to  General  Whitelocke? 

A.  1  believe  he  lirst  delivered  it  to 
me,  and  I  delivered  it  to  the  Lieutenant- 
general. 

Q.  What  did  General  AMiitelocke  do 
after  receiving  that  letter  ?  Did  he  pro- 
ceed or  return,  and  wliat  orders  dia  hQ 
give  ? 

A.  He  had  spoken  apart  to  Colonel 
Bourke,  and  I  heard  hiin  say  that  he 
would  send  the  87th  regiment  to  support 
General  Gower.  I  did  not  hear  him 
say  further.  I  then  went  to  desire  that 
Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty  would  order  that 
corps  under  arms,  as  it  composed  part 
of  his  brigade,  and  I  svas  a  few  yards  on 
my  way  when  the  General  called  me 
back  to  desire  that  Sir  Samuel  Auch- 
muty would  get  the  whole  brigade  under 
arms.  I  could  not  Und  Sir  Samuel 
Auchmuty,  and  on  my  return  I  found 
that  the  orders  which  have  been  already- 
stated  had  been  given  out. 

Q.  A\'hat  other  orders  were  you  di- 
rected to  write  or  send  to  Colonel  Ma- 
hon  in  the  course  of  tiie  second,  third, 
and  fourth,  July? 

A.  On  our  leaving  the  ground  from 
Reduction,  there  was  an  ord«r  to  Colonel 
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Mahon,  merely  to  desire  that  he  would 
proceed,  and  make  what  haste  he  could 
with  the  artillery  and  stores,  and  I  was 
directed  to  point  out  the  direction  whicli 
our  column  took  to  Major  Gwyn,  who 
was  left  to  take  care  of  the  sick  and  fa- 
tigued. In  this  order  to  Colonel  Mahon 
he  was  ordered  to  get  refreshments  from 
the  navy,  to  follow  the  Lieutenant-gene- 
ral as  soon  as  possible  in  a  S.  W. 
direction.  On  the  halt  of  the  column 
that  day,  Captain  Whittingham  came  to 
me  with  a  message  from  the  Ger.erai,  to 
desire  that  I  would  write  to  Colonel  Ma- 
hon, ordering  him  to  halt  till  further  or- 
orders.  On  the  evening  of  tlie  tiiird  I. 
wrote  to  Colonel  Mahon,  to  desire  he 
would  adv^ance  with  his  detachment  the 
next  morning  towards  the  bridge  over 
the  Chuelo,  and  to  take  a  position  out 
of  the  range  of  the  enemy's  fire,  to  re- 
main there  till  four  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing, when,  if  no  orders  were  communi- 
cated to  him,  he  was  to  return  again  to 
Reduction. 

Q.  How  were  vou  desired  to  send 
that  letter  ? 

A.  I  got  a  man,  a  native,  who  under- 
took to  deliver  the  letter,  but  it  was  never 
received  by  Colonel  Mahon. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  any  directions 
from  General  Whitelocke  as  to  the  mode 
in  which  the  letter  you  have  just  spoken 
of  was  to  be  conveyed  to  Colonel  Ma- 
hon? 

A.  General  Whitelocke  directed  me 
to  find  a  person  to  corjvey  the  letter,  and 
I  employed  an  American  who  had  some 
knowledge  of  the  place  and  the ;  in- 
habitants, who  brought  me  a  man  who 
engaged  to  perform  this  service.  On 
the  evening  of  the  4th  I  wrote  another 
order  to  Colonel  Mahon,  on  the  suppo- 
sition that  he  had  received  the  previous 
one,  to  desire  that  ijc  Vvould  move  to- 
wards the  bridge  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  5th,  and  remain  out  of  gun-shot  till 
orders  were  sent  to  him.  This  leiter 
was  written  about  five  in  the  evening, 
but  was  detained  until  eight. 

Q.  What  directions  did  you  receive 
as  to  the  conve\  ance  of  the  order  of  the 
foiu-th  ? 

A.  I  was  ordered  to  find-  a  man  to 
take  it.  I  got  a  man  from  the  Com- 
missary-general's department  to  carry  it, 
en  promising  him  a  large  reward. 


Q.  The  order  of  the  evening  of  the  3d 
never  having  been  received,  are  you 
perfectly  satisfied  as  to  its  contents  > 

A.  Perfectly  sure  and  satisfied. 

Q.  Was  it  known  at  any  time,  and  how 
soon,  after  your  arrival  at  tb.e  Miserare, 
that  the  eriemy  had  abandoned  his  po- 
sition at  the  bridge  over  the  Chuelo? 

A.  I'liere  was  nothing  heard  as  to  its 
evacuation  during  the  day  of  the  4th. 

Q.  Were  any,  and  what,  means  taken 
to  obtain  inf  imation  on  that  subject  by 
patroles,  or  in  any  other  manner? 

A.  I  do  not  know  that  any  measures 
were  taken  to  obtain  that  information. 

Q.  State  the  substance  of  the  informa- 
tion received  from  prisoners,  and  in  any 
other  way,  of  the  intention  and  means  of 
the  ene  .ly  to  resist,  subsequent  to  the  ar- 
rival of  the  main  body  at  ^Miserare? 

A  Ivvo  Spanish  ofiTicers  who  were 
taken  prisoners  in  the  action  of  the  2d, 
stated  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
enemy  to  receive  us  by  moveable  co- 
lumns, in  the  event  of  the  town  being 
stormed,  and  not  to  occupv  the  houses. 
Captain  Whittingham,  who  interpreted, 
and  took  a  minute  of  their  evidence,  can 
give  better  mformation  upon  this  subjeet 
than  I  can. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


FOURTEENTH  DAY. 

Saturday,  Febr.uary  13. 

The  Court  being  met,  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment. Lieutenant-colonel  Torrens 
was  again  called  and  further  exanfined. 
Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  information 
received  from   Mr.  VMiite  on   the   sub- 
ject oft!:e  strength  and  intentions  of  the 
enemy  to  resist?  and  if  you  do,   state 
what  it  was. 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  any  particular 
information  received  from  Mr.  White, 
except  that  he  did  not  conceive  the  force 
in  Buenos  Ayres  to  exceed  six  thousand 
men,  and  I  believe  he  expressed  his  con- 
fident expectation  that  the  enemy  would 
surrender  if  we  gained  a  position  on  each 
flank,  that  is,  the  Plaza  del  Toros  aiid 
the  Residencia. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  from  Mr.  AVhite,  or 
from  any  other  (quarter,  any  ini'ornwtion 
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of  the  intentions  of  the  enemy  to  occupy 
the  flat  roofs  of  the  houses  ? 

A.  I  heard,  generally,  that  the  enemy 
intended  to  defend  the  town  in  that  man- 
ner, and  the  hrst  intiniatiun  I  received  to 
the  contrary,  was  the  examination  of  the 
two  Sj)anish  officers.  I  never  iieard  Mr. 
White  say  any  thing  on  the  subject. 

Q.  Were  you  in  attendance  with  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke  from  the  time  of  tlie 
junction  at  the  Miserere  to  the  close  of 
the  4th  July? 

A.  I  was'with  liim  at  the  period  of  the 
junction,  but  from  that  time  1  did  not 
see  him  till  about  4  o'clock. 

Q.  Will  you  proceed  to  state  the 
limes  during  which  you  were  in  attend- 
ance on  General  Whiti'locke,  from  that 
period  to  the  close  of  the  4th  of  July, 
and  how  you  were  employed;  relating  to 
the  Court  what  passed  between  Gen>.'ral 
AVhitelocke  and  yourself  on  the  subject 
of  the  attack,  and  the  occurrences  re- 
lating to  the  attack  on  Buenos  Ayres, 
find  the  operations  of  the  army  under 
his  command. 

This  question  was  objected  to  by  the 
Court. 

Judge  Advocate. — A  paper  has  been 
put  into  my  hand,  by  which  it  is  objected 
asking  the  witness,  generally,  as  to  the 
conversations  which  passed  between  him 
and  General  Whitelocke.  P'rom  the 
situation  he  held,  some  of  these  conver- 
sations may  be,  by  no  means,  lit  to  be 
disclosed ;  some  conversations  might 
have  occuH^ed  respecting  the  ofiicers 
under  General  Whitelocke,  which  it 
would  be  neither  necessary  nor  proper 
to  state  to  the  Court.  Undoubtedly  the 
question  I  meant  to  have  put  must  have 
been  misapprehended,  as  I  meant  only 
such  conversations  as  related  to  the  ope- 
rations of  the  army.  Those  of  a  nature 
strictly  coniidential  it  was  by  no  means 
my  wish  or  intention  to  encjuire  into. 
Having  preniised  this,  Colonel  Torrens 
will  be  so  go^id  as  to  answer  the  question 
without  adverting  to  any  thing  of  a  strict- 
ly confidential  nature. 

Coloni'lTorrens. — I  am  greatly  obliged 
to  the  Court  for  relieving  me  from  a 
most  unpleasant  situation.  There  cer- 
tainly are  circumstances  which  occurred 
between  General  Whitelocke  and  myst-lf 
of  a  strictly  confidential  nature,  and 
which  1  should  have  held  sacred:  with 


the  interdi'tion  the  Court  has  permitted 
me,  1  trust  i  sliall  be  able  to  draw  the 
line. 

The  question  vi'as  again  repeated. 

A.  Shortly  alter  my  arrival  at  head 
quarters.  Lieutenant-colonel  Bourke  re- 
turned from  having  visited  tlie  out-posts 
on  the  evening  of  the  3d,  and  General 
Whitelocke  then  mentioned  to  us  both, 
particularly  addressing  himself  to  Colo- 
nel Bourke,  that  he  had  in  his  hand  a 
paper  containing  the  plan  of  attack  for 
the  next  day.  He  said,  that  it  was  sug- 
gested by  General  Gower,  and  e.xpressed 
himself  extremely  averse  to  it,  on  the 
score  of  its  inhumanity.  He  said,  he 
would  certainly  eraze  the  order  for  mak- 
ing no  prisoners,  and  that,  before  the 
plan  was  carried  irito  execution,  he 
would  again  send  a  summons  to  General 
Liniers.  Colonel  Bourke  said  it  was 'a 
very  novel  kind  of  attack,  and  also 
thought  it  would  be  'attended  with  the 
sacrifice  of  a  great  many  lives,  but  added, 
tliat,  in  his  opinion,  he  thought  it  would 
succeed.  1  merely  remarked,  from  the 
weatlier  having  set  in  to  rain,  it  was 
necessary  some  prompt  measure  should 
be  adopted.  This  was  all  that  passed  at 
that  time.  Shortly  after  General  Crau- 
furd  came  to  head  quarters,  and  the 
General  addressed  himself  to  him  pretty 
much  in  the  same  terms  he  iiad  to  Co- 
lonel Bourke.  General  Craufurd  and  I 
looked  over  the  plan  of  the  town,  and 
were  applying  the  plan  of  attack  to  it, 
when  he  started  a  difficulty,  from  an 
idea  that  it  was  intended  to  penetrate 
down, the  centre,  instead  of  making  an 
impression  on  the  flanks.  He  said  he 
would  go  and  talk  to  General  Gower 
upon  it.  A  few  mon;ents  after  Giiieral 
Craufurd's  departure,  I  found,  however, 
that  he  had  made  a  mistake,  and  that 
there  was  no  such  intention  in  the  plan. 
I  do  not  recollect  any  further  conversa- 
tion at  that  time.  I  was  busied  in  mak- 
ing copies  of  the  plan  of  attack  to  deli- 
ver to  the  different  columns,  and  it  was 
understood  it  was  to  take  place  next  day 
at  half  past  twelve  o'clock.  Ciei.eral 
Gower  engaged  to  bring  the  bi  igadiers 
to  head  quarters  by  eight  o'clock,  to  re- 
ceive their  final  instructions.  Next 
morning  General  Wiiitelocke  desired  me 
to  wriie  a  letter  to  (general  I.iuiers 
which  letter,  1  believe,  has  appeared  in 
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the  public  papers.  General  Whitelocke 
wrote  the  k-lter  himseli — I  copied  it. 
General  Wliitclocke  also  wrote  a  circu- 
lar letter  to  the  brigadiers,  sa}  ing,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  adopt  this  plan  of  at- 
tack, hi  coHseque-nce  ot  the  local  incon- 
veniencics  under  which  the  army  labour- 
ed, or  some  words  to  that  purpose,  call- 
ing on  them  to  make  every  exerticm  in 
their  power,  to  prevent  the  etlusion  of 
blood  which  might  be  exptrcted  from  it. 
Shortly  after,  General  Gower  and  the 
brigadiers  came  to  head-quarters,  and  I 
was  sent  oiit  of  the  room  with  the  rest  of 
the  staft".  I  understood  when  the  confe- 
rence broke  up,  that  the  attack  was  de- 
ferred until  six  o'clock  the  next  morning. 
Shortly  after,  about  ten  o'clock,  I  accom- 
panied General  Whitelocke  to  view  the 
position,  and  I  believe  he  returned  in 
the  course  of  an  hour,  having  gone  to 
the  centre,  w  here  he  held  some  conver- 
sation with  several  of  the  officers:  very 
likely  General  Craufurd  was  one,  as  he 
was  posted  there,  but  I  am  not  clear 
upon  that  subject.  Notliing  particular 
occurred  that  day  that  1  know  of;  every 
thing  was  arranged  for  the  attack  next 
morning,  and  t!ie  general  ofhcers  of  co- 
lumns got  their  orders. 

Q.  From  the  time  of  General  ^Vhite- 
Iccke's  arrival  at  the  Miseiere  on  the 
3d,  did  he  make  any  reconnoissance  to- 
wards tlie  town,  previous  to  the  close  of 
the  4th  of  July  ? 

A.  Not  that  1  knosv  of. 

Q.  How  near  were  your  quarters  to 
that  of  tiie  Lieutenant-general.' 

A.  I  was  quartered  at  the  same  place, 
in  White's  House. 

Q.  1  hen  if  he  made  any  such  recon- 
noissance, must  not  you  have  know  n  of  it  ? 

A.  From  the  situation  I  held,  I  must 
naturally  have  known  of  it. 

Q.  How  soon  after  his  arrival  at  the 
Miserere,  were  the  head-quarters  esta- 
blished at  White's  house } 

A.  Immediately  after  our  junction 
v.itli  General  Gower,  1  heard  General 
\\'hitelocke  ask  him,  which  would  be 
the  best  situation  for  head  quarters,  and 
General  Gower  pointed  out  White's 
house  ;  but  1  do  not  know  what  time  it 
was  established,  as  I  did  not  go  there 
ni}  self  for  an  hour  after. 

Q.  State  for  what  length  of  time  to- 
getlier    and    at    what  period.   General 


Whitelocke  was  absent  from  head-quar- 
ters, from  the  time  of  establishing  head- 
quarters at  the  Miserere  to  the  close  of 
the  4thof  July  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  General 
\\  liitelocke  was  absent  from  head-cjuar- 
ttrs  during  that  period,  except  for  the 
hour  I  have  already  mentioned.  I  am 
not  ciuite  clear  of  Us  being  an  hour,  it 
might  have  been  more. 

Q.  \\'nat  was  the  distance  of  White's 
house  from  tlie  entrance  ot  the  town  r 

A.  The  suburbs  are  so  e.vtended,  it  is 
impossible  for  ine  to  say  what  is  the  en-, 
trance  of  the  town — perhaps  250  yards 
in  the  rear  of  General  Craufurd's  divi- 
sion, that  was  at  the  Coral  de  Miserare. 

Q.  Did  General  Whitelocke  ever  in- 
form you,  whether  he  had  formed  any 
other  plan  for  the  attack  of  the  town 
besides  that  given  in  your  evidence  ? 

A.  I  never  \mderstood  from  General 
Whitelocke  that  he  had  formed  any 
precise  plan  :  he  had  an  idea  even  be- 
fore he  left  Monte  \'ideo,  of  proceeding 
to  the  north-west  of  Ruenos  Ayres,  and 
throwing  his  left  Hank  on  the  river  for 
the  purpose  of  communicating  with  the 
navy,  it  was  always  his  intention,  how- 
ever, to  be  guided  by  local  circum^ 
stances. 

Q.  [  merely  meant  to  know,  liad  you 
any  knowledge  of  any  plan  of  attack 
subsecpient  to  his  arrival  at  the  Coral, 
era  plan  of  attack  at  any  time? 

A.  None  wiiatever  subsequent  to  hi? 
arrival. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  you  accom- 
panied General  Whitelocke  the  only 
time  that  he  left  head-quarters  alter  his 
arrival  at  the  Miserare,  did  he  then 
visit  the  advance  post  of  the  armv,  or 
how  far  did  he  proceed  in  that  direction? 

A.  General  Whitelocke  did  not  go 
further  than  the  lelt  of  the  Coral,  where 
the  centre  brigade  was  then  parading. 

Q.  Was  the  station  of  the  Connnan- 
der  of  thy  forces  where  he  was  to  be 
fouiKi  on  the  day  of  attack,  ever  notified 
to  the  other  officers  of  the  army  to  your 
knowledge  ? 

A.  It  was  not  notified  to  my  know- 
ledge, and  I  never  heard  it  mentioned 
that  clay. 

Q.  Was  the  place  of  retreat,  if  re- 
treat became  necessary,  ever  notified  tp 
the  officers  of  the  army  ? 
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A.  No  provision  was  made  for  rotreat; 
I  believe  the  i^enerai  idea  was,  that  our 
operations  would  bu  crowned  witli  com- 
plete success. 

Q.  Have  you  any  other  information 
to  ffive  tlie  Court  on  the  subject  of  the 
charges  you  have  heard  read  ? 

A.  The  question  puts  nie  in  an  awk- 
ward predicament,  for  it  is  diHicuU  for 
me  to  know  wliut  may  attach  to  the  Ge- 
neral's conduct  in  any  way,  but  I  be- 
lieve I  have  given  every  information  to 
the  Court  that  my  recollection  at  present 
permits  me. 

Judge  Advocate. — It  is  with  tlie  ge- 
neral view  to  obtain  all  the  information 
we  can  from  the  witness  that  that  ques- 
tion is  put.  When  he  says  that  He  has 
stated  all  he  knows,  it  is  enough  ;  but  if 
he  wishes  to  amend  or  add  afterwards, 
he  may  do  so. 

A.  (generally  speaking,  I  think  I  have 
stated  all  that  I  know,  but  I  should  not 
like  to  take  upon  mvself  the  responsi- 
bilitv  of  saying,  tliat  there  were  no  other 
circumstances ;  but  I  do  not  recollect 
any  other  at  this  moment. 

Cross-examined  by  General  Uldtelocke. 

Q.  Did  I  avail  myself  of  every  means 
and  opportunity  to  provide  guides  and 
information,  and  was  not  the  disposition 
of  the  country  so  ho>tiie  to  us  as  to  make 
it  verv  ditiicult  to  procure  any  satisfac- 
tory intelligence  ? 

A.  I'lie  disposition  of  the  country  was 
so  hostile  that  it  was  almost  impossible 
to  procure  any  intelligence  that  was  sa- 
tisfactory. General  Whitelocke  cer- 
tainly did  avail  himself  of  the  assistance 
of  such  jjeople  as  were  willing  to  atTord 
ijiformation. 

Q.  Was  not  the  disembarkation  much 
retarded  by  our  being  obliged  to  go  to  a 
small  creek,  instead  of  landing  on  the 
beach  as  we  were  led  by  our  guides  to 
suppose  we  might ? 

A.  Certainly,  if  the  water  had  been 
of  sufficient  draught  to  enable  the  army 
to  land  with  an  extended  front,  the  de- 
barkation would  have  been  mucii  more 
expeditious. 

Q.  Were  we  not  led  to  suppose  by 
the  guides  tliat  the  men  would  land 
on  the  Ensinada  from  the  beach,  and 
was  it  not  attempted  ? 


A.  They  were  led  to  suppose  so,  and 
it  wasattemj)ted. 

Q.  Had  the  description  of  the  road 
from  the  Ensinada  to  Buenos  Avres, 
particularly  across  the  swamp  given  us 
by  the  guides,  led  us  to  have  a  just  con- 
ception of  the  difticullies  which  we  after- 
wards experienced? 

A.  I  always  understood  from  the 
guides,  that  the  swamp  ran  parallel  to 
the  banks  of  the  Plata,  i)ut  their  descrip- 
tion never  gave  an  adecjuate  idea  of  the 
dithiullies  we  encountered. 

Q.  In  the  course  of  your  former  ser- 
vices in  the  East  and  West  Indies,  on 
the  continent  of  Europe  and  elsewhere, 
did  you  ever  witness  tiie  march  of  an 
army  through  a  swamp  like  that  between 
the  Ensinada  and  the  heights  of  Barra- 
gon?  , 

A.  I  never  recollect  in  any  of  these 
countries  to  have  marched  through  a 
marsh  such  as  that  from  the  bay  to  the 
heights  of  Barragon. 

Judge  Advocate. — You  stated  in  your 
answer  to  the  first  que^tion  put  by  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke,  that  the  disposition 
of  the  inhabitants  was  so  hostile  as  to 
make  it  impossible  to  procure  intelli- 
gence. If  it  was  impossible  to  procure 
intelligenee  by  fair  means,  why  were  not 
the  usual  means  resorted  to  after  the 
landing  at  the  Ensinada,  by  forciiig  per- 
sons capable  of  giving  information,  by 
leaking  strong  and  extensive  patroies  of 
light  troops,  or  was  the  necessity  of  that 
obviated  by  stmug  and  extensive  recon- 
noitring i)arties? 

A.  It  was  impossible  to  see  any  of 
the  peasantry  as  they  evacuated  the 
CDuntry  on  the  inarch  of  the  army.  The 
only  two  men  that  remained  were  seiz- 
ed, and  no  such  patroles  or  reconnoi- 
tring parties  were  ever  formed. 

Examined  by  the  Court. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  far  the  Passo 
de  Zamor.i,  where  the  main  body  of  tlie 
army  crossed  the  C'huelo,  is  below  the 
source  of  that  river  ? 

A.  1  do  not. 

Q.  In  the  course  of  your  examination 
you  have  said,  that  on  tlie  .3d  vou  had 
a  conversation  with  Cicneral  Whitelocke 
and  ColcMiel  Boinke.  l^o  you  know 
whether  General  Wiiiteljcke   and  Co- 
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lone!  Rourke  liad  held  any  conversation 
on  the  plan,  on  th'  3d,  previous  to  tliut 
which  }  on  liave  stated  ? 

A.  fs'ot  that  I  am  acquainted  with  : 
and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  was  ihe 
first  conversation  on  the  subject,  but  I 
cannot  speatc  with  certainty  on  that 
point. 

Q.  In  that  conversation  are  you  sure, 
or  do  vou  know,  who  liist  stated  or  pro- 
posed to  erase,  that  particular  part  of 
the  plan  relatiiig  to  making  r,o  prisoners' 

A.  To  tiie  best  ot  my  re<-o!lection  it 
was  General  Whitelocke,  but  I  am  not 
clear  upon  that  point. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  di-tance  from 
the  bridge  where  Colonel  Mahon  was 
ordered  to  halt  to  the  nearest  part  of 
the  town  ? 

A.  To  the  nearest  part  of  the  town 
it  may  be  two  miles  or  three  and  a  half; 
1  cannot  sps^ak  with  precision — the  Spa- 
niards call  the  bridge  four  miles  from  the 
centre  of  the  town. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  far  it  is  from 
the  bridge  to  the  Residencia' 

A.  I  cannot  sj^cak  with  certainty,  but 
should  suppose  about  three  and  a  half 
miles. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  no  patroles 
were  sent  out,  how  was  it  ascertained 
that  the  cnnstantias  in  a  western  or  any 
other  direction  were  deserted  > 

A.  They  were  aiways  found  to  be 
evacuated  on  the  arrival  of  the  advance 
guard  of  the  advance  column. 

Q.  Da  you  knov/  what  were  the  in- 
conveniencies  alluded  to  in  the  letters 
from  Genera!  Whitelocke  to  the  Briga- 
diers which  induced  G^'-neral  Whitelocke 
to  adopt  the  plan  of  attack  ? 

A.  These  inconveniencies  arose  from 
the  lieavv  rains  then  falling,  and  the  pro- 
bable want  of  provisions:  a  want  experi- 
enced at  the  moment,  for  the  men  had 
been  without  spirits  for  several  days. 

Q.  Might  not  a  communication  have 
been  established  witli  the  sliipping  at 
that  time  ? 

A.  If  we  h^d  taken  an  extended  cir- 
cuit to  the  left,  we  might  perhaps  have 
communicated  with  the  shipping,  but 
certainly  not  without  an  action.  We 
must  liave  moved  om"  position  in  order 
to  communicate  with  the  navy  ;  a  move- 
ment of  c'Misiderable  force,  to  have  esta- 
blished such  communieatiyn ;  but  if  it 


was  meant  to  go  to  the  Plaza  del  Tores 
we  could  not.  Tl:ere  might  have  been 
a  coniiiiunication  from  the  Recolita  with 
the  river  from  the  left  of  the  army. 

Captain  Maxivdl  sivorn  and  examined. 

Q.  Were  you  aide-de-camp  to  Major- 
general  Gower  upon  the  expedition 
against  Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  Did  you  at  anv  time,  and  when, 
receive  a  letter  from  General  Gower, 
i)urporting  to  come  from  General  White- 
locke on  the  2d  of  July  ? 

A.  I  did  receive  many  letters.  I  do 
remember  one  on  the  2d  of  July. 

Q.  Did  vou  see  the  contents  of  that 
letter  ? 

A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Was  the  letter  of  which  you  now 
speak  and  which  you  destroyed  on 
the  4th,  that  which  you  destroyed  to  pre- 
vent its  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy  ? 

A.  J  did  not  see  the  contents  of  the 
letter,  therefore  cannot  speak  positively. 

Card.  JVhittingham  sziorn  and  examined. 

Q.  Yon  were  on  General  White- 
locke's  staff  on  the  expedition  against 
Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  I  was  an  extra  aide-de-camp  to 
General  \Vhitelocke. 

Q.  Did  you,  by  General  Whitelocke's 
direction,  convey  any  letter  written  by 
his  orders  to  Colonel  Mahon  ©n  the  2d 
of  July? 

A.  "No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  were  not  then  sent  at  any 
time  on  the  march  from  tiie  Ensinada  to 
Buenos  Ayres,  to  convey  any  orders  to 
I^ieutenant-colonel  Mahon .' 

A.  No,  I  was  not. 

Q.  After  the  arrival  of  the  main  body 
of  the  army  at  tlie  Miscrare,  did  you  at 
any  time,  and  wlien.  proceed  into  thfg 
town  of  Buenos  Ayres   with  a  flag  o 
truce,  and  for  what  purpose  ? 

A.  On  the  morning  of  the  4tb,  I  was 
sent  into  the  town  of  Buenos  Ayres  with 
a  flag  of  truce,  and  a  letter  to  General 
Liniers. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  contents  of  that'     j 
letter  >  | 

A.  No,  I  did  not. 
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Judge  .'Idvocate. — I  now  put  a  copy 
of  the  letter  alluded  lo  into  ttie  witnrss's 
liands,  whicli  lias  been  admitted  by  Ge- 
ueral  Wliitelocke. 

'I'he  letter  was  addressed  from  Lieu- 
tenant-general Wliiteiocke  to  General 
Liniers.  See  Appendix 

Q.  Did  yoiilning  back  an  answer? 

A.  1  waited  for  haU  an  hour  according 
to  my  orders.  The  answer  was  not 
brought,  and  I  returned. 

Q.  How  far  did  you  proceed  into  the 
town  on  that  occasion  ? 

A.  Little  more  than  a  mile  from  head- 
quartc-rs. 

Q.  Did  you  communicate  lo  CJeneral 
AVhitelocke  the  observations  vou  li.id 
made  on  the  strengtii  and  position  of  the 
enemy  ? 

A.  I  saw  nothing  but  their  outposts. 
At  the  time  I  was  thcrt;  all  hostilities  were 
suspended. 

Q.  Did  you  examine  the  persons  who 
were  taken  on  th(*  2d  ? 

A.  I  examined  two  of  them. 

Q.  State  the  account  they  gave  you 
of  the  frontier  and  dispo>ition  to  resist, 
and  strength  of  the  enemy. 

A.  They  said,  that  previous  to  their 
leaving  tlie  town  the  princijjal  defence 
had  been  prepared  on  the  side  next  the 
river,  and  that  they  had  heard  it  re- 
ported that  General  Liniers  meant  to 
occupy  the  streets  of  Buenos  Ayres  N\i(h 
columns  of  troops.  That  was  all  the  in- 
formation I  could  learn  from  them. 

Q.  Did  you  learn  when  they  left  the 
town? 

A.  As  well  as  1  recollect  they  left  the 
town  on  the  1st. 

Q.  Did  you  learn  from  them,  or  from 
any  other  information,  whether  the  army 
had  evacuated  the  position  they  had  at 
the  bridge  ? 

A.   1  did  rot. 

Q.  Had  Nou,  from  your  knowledge 
of  the  Spanish  language,  the  means  of 
obtaining  inlormation  from  any  of  the 
natives  on  the  subject  to  whicii  I  have 
already  referred,  between  the  period  of 
your  arrival  at  the  Mi^erare  and  the  close 
of  the  4lh  of  July  ;  and  if  you  had,  slate 
the  circumstances  t 

A.  The  two  odicers  examined  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  amongst  the  nio-t 
intelligent;  1  received  no  information 
whatever  exceut  from  tlie.-:e  two  otiicers. 


Q.  Do  vou  know  what  information 
was  received  from  Mr.  White  ? 

A.   I  do  not. 

Q.  W  A*,  the  Station  in  which  tlie 
Gommander  in  Chief  \n  as  to  be  found  ou 
the  day  of  attack,  notified  to  your  kirow- 
ledge,  in  orders  or  otherwise  to  the  Ge- 
neral or  other  ollicers  of  the  army  ? 

.\.  1  do  not  know  that  it  was. 

(■\.  Were  the  points  of  retreat,  if  re- 
treat became  necessary,  notified  in  or- 
ders or  otheruise  to  the  General  a.nd 
other  ofiicers  of  the  arm  v. 

A.  Not  that  1  know  of. 

Q.  Were  you  quartered  at  White's 
hou>e,  or  where? 

A.  T  was  quartered  at  '\\'iiite's  house 
with  General  Whitelocke. 

Q.  Did  the  Lieutenant-general  make 
any  reconnoissaiice  towards  the  town  ? 

A.   I  was  not  present  at  any. 

Q.  Do  you  kuo'.r  of  any  having  b^'en 
made? 

A.   f  do  not. 

Q.  If  any  had  been  mad:',  must  you 
have  known  of  it  ? 

A.   I  think  I  should. 

Gtiieral  U  hiidockf. — -I  have  many 
questions  to  ask  Captain  Whittingham, 
but  I  will  reserve  them  for  my  defence. 

Examined  by  the  Court; 

Q.  Did  you  see  General  Liniers  or 
any  of  the  principal  officers,  when  you 
went  into  tlie  town  witli  a  flag  of  truce  ? 
or  had  you  any  con\ersation  with  any 
oi  those  you  saw  there  ? 

A.  I  did  not  see  General  Liniers;  I 
delivered  the  letter  to  an  oflicer  ot  ar- 
tillery, who  commanded  that  part  of  the 
outpo-^ts:  I  had  no  particular  conver- 
sation with  him. 

Q.  Did  vou  examine  the  guides  at  the 
luiMiiada  ?  and  were  those  at  General 
Wliitelocke's  -and  General  Gower's  co- 
lumns ever  confronted  ? 

A.  There  was  no  particular  exami- 
nation of  the  guides  lib  we  came  to  Re- 
duction. I  do  noi  know  that  they  were 
ever  confronted. 

The  .I'.tdge  Advorate  tlien  read  (xe- 
neral  Liniers' answer  to  (rener.il  \\  iiile- 
locke's  letter  of  the  4Lh  (for  which  se^ 
Appcnilix,  No.  iX.'; 
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Eeai'-adminil  Marraif  sxioni  and  ex- 
amiiud. 

Q.  Will  you  statf;  whether  any,  aiul 
what  meaas  wore  taken  to  ascertain  tiie 
propriety  of  lamfiug  at  the  Eiisiaada,  hi 
preft-rence  to  any  other  place  ? 

A.  On  my  arrival  at  M.inte  Video, 
I  found  Admiral  Stirling  had  sent  Cap- 
tain Thoiiipson  up  the  river  in  the  Fly 
sloop,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  tiie 
best  place  for  landing  troops,  and  Admi- 
ral Stirling  informed  me,  that  the  Ensi- 
nada  was  thought  to  be  the  best  place  : 
but  the  Quarter-master-general,  Lunite- 
iiant-coloncl  I^ourke,  and  Capt.  Thomp- 
son,, of  the  Fly,  had  been  sent  up  the 
river  bv  General  Whitelocke,  as  he  was 
particuiarlv  anxious  to  put  his  orders  in 
force;  that  this  plan  was  thought  the 
best  adapted  for  the  purpose  of  landing, 
ynd  was  at  that  time  hxed  upon. 

Q.  Wiiat  means  were  taken,  and  with 
what  success,  for  provisioning  the  army 
on  its  landing,  and  its  subsecjuent  opera- 
lions  ? 

A.  The  transports  which  came  from 
tlie  Cape  with  me  had  nearly  three 
months  provisions  for  live  thousand 
men.  'J'he  greater  part  of  these  trans- 
ports went  uj)  the  river  with  the  trooj)s, 
besides  whicli  there  were,  i  think,  two 
victuallers,  with  a  cpiantity  of  provisions 
also  forth  '  irmy. 

Q.  What  means  were  taken,  with  a 
view  to  the  co-operation  of  the  sea  and 
land  forces,  more  particularly  when  the 
latter  oi)tained  a  position  to  the  west  of 
the  town  ;  and  what  was  the  cause  why 
such  measures  Uere  not  carried  into  ef- 
fect .' 

A.  T  informed  the  General  on  leaving 
BarragoD,  that  whenever  he  came  to  the 
water-side,  I  should  communicate  with 
him  of  course.  On  the  day  after  leav- 
ing Harragon,  tiie  traiisj)orts  were  sent 
tip  the  river  by  my  direction,  to  anchor 
as  near  Buenos  Ayres  as  the  shallowness 
of  the  river  would  permit.  The  oll)er 
transports  and  a  victualler  I  kept  in 
iiiore  as  near  as  I  could  go  between 
Barragon  and  Huenos  Ayres,  for  the 
purpose  of'  landing  provisions  for  the 
army,  in  cas^  tiie  Gen' ral  should  have 
oicasion  for  them.  On  the  lit  of  .July, 
pevcciviiiy  the  army  on  their  march  to 


the  village  deduction,  I  sent  an  ofhcei' 
on  shore  to  communicate  w'ith  the  Gene- 
ral, and  to  ask  if  he  was  in  want  of  any 
thing  the  squadron  couUl  supply.     This 
ollicer  returned  on   board  the    Nereid 
the  next  morning,  and  informed  me  that 
the  General  very  much  wished  I  would 
land  bread  and  spirits  for  the  army  :  the 
(juantity   of   which  required   v.ould  be 
directed  by  the  olficer  commanding  the 
division  that  was  near  the   shore.     A 
quantity  was  immediately   landed,   and 
the  officer  at  that  time  observed  that  a 
depot  of  provisions  would  be  very  neces- 
sary to    l)e  formed -at    Reduction.     A 
quantity  was  accordingly  ordered  to  be 
landed,  part  of  which  was  on  the  beach, 
when  the  officer  was  informed  that  that 
division  was  to  march  on  ;     of   course 
there  was  no  person  to  take  tlie  charge. 
Provisions   were   likewise   ready  to  be 
landed  if  required,  after  the  troops  took 
possession  of  the  Plaza  del  Toros.'  Three 
days   provisions   were    ordered    to  be 
dressed  for  the  troops  when   they  dis- 
embarked at  Barragon,   and  three  days 
bread  and  spirits  were  reported  to  me 
to  have  been  landed,  1  think  on  the  .?d 
oi  July,  for  the  division  commanded  by 
Colonel    Mahou.      More     could    have 
been  landed    if    Colonel    Mahon    had 
wished  for  it.      The  transports  having 
the  heavy  cannon  were  ordered  to  the 
westward  of  live  town  on  the  3d  of  July, 
l)y   tlie   particular  request   of    General 
Whitelocke.     Having  received  a  letter 
from  Col.   Bourke,  the  Quarter-master 
gen.,  I  think  on  the  2d  of  July,   stating 
tliat  it  was  the   general's  direction   tha 
he  should  inform  me  of  his  intention  o  f 
marching  to  the  westward  of  the  town 
and  resquesting  I  would  order  the  vessels 
with  the  heavy  artillery   to   that  pkice- 
I  likewise  ordered  the  four  gun-boats  and 
such  armed  vessels  as  drew  hat  little  wa- 
ter, under  the  connnand  of  Capt.  Thomp- 
son of  the  riv,  to  the  westv\ard   of  the 
(own,  on  the  4th  of  July,  with  the  vessels 
having   the   heavy  artillery  on   board  ; 
the  gun-boats  being  ready  to  co-operate 
w  ith   the  armv  whenever  it  should   be 
tliought   necessary  ;     understanding   by 
the  letter  from  Colonel  ]>ourke,.  as  well 
as  from  a  conversation  that  liad  passed 
between  the  General  and  myself,  that  it 
was  his  intuntion  to  proceed  to  the  west- 
Ward  of  the  town. 
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Q.  How  near  could  tlie  transports 
approacli  the  shore  at  point  Quilinos  ? 

A.  I  tliink  tliey  might  approach  with- 
in near  a  mile,  or  tliercabouts,  as  there  is 
a  channel  within  side  tiie  banks,  but  the 
tk'ptli  of  water  is  very  iinceitain,  as  it  is 
governed  so  much  by  the  wind,  and  falls 
suddenly  wilh  a  N.S.K.  and  west  wind, 
seven  or  eight  ftvt. 

Q.  How  soon  was  it  practicable  to 
bring  vessels  to  the  westward  of  the 
town,  with  a  view  to  land  artillery  and 
stores,  and  what  facility  did  the  mouth 
of  the  Chuclo  aitbrd  for  that  purpose  ? 
and  state  the  cause  why  no  attempt  of 
that  nature  was  made  tiiere  or  at  any 
other  ijoint. 

A.  lo  the  westward  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
and  at  Buenos  Ayres,  the  water  is  so 
shallow  that  ves>els  could  not  with  safety 
be  allowed  to  remain  within  tive  or  six 
miles  of  the  landing-place  ;  for  even  the 
guu-brigs,  v.hich  drew  very  little  water, 
\v(^re  frequently  aground  within  two  or 
three  miles  of  the  shore.  The  Chuelo 
at  low  water  I  understand  to  be  nearly- 
dry  on  the  bar.  I  do  not  mean  to  stale 
that  there  was  anv  difiiculty  to  land  the 
cannon,  as  the  boats  which  might  have 
landed  them  were  ready  with  the  can- 
non in  them  when  the  truce  was  made  ; 
of  course,  while  the  truce  was  pending, 
all  operations  of  that  kind  were  sus- 
.  pended. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the 
rircumslances  stated  in  the  answer  to  the 
la«t  question  presented  insuperable  obsta- 
cles to  an  attack  on  the  east  side  of  the 
town,  by  aportion  ofthe  troopsconjointly 
with  the  navy,  at  the  time  the  town  was 
attacked  on  t lie  west  by  the  army  ? 

A.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  gun-boats 
could  have  assisted  in  an  attack  on  the  east 
part  of  the  town,  but  not  so  effectually 
as  on  the  west ;  and  as  I  conceived  that 
it  was  General  Whitelocke's  intention  to 
attack  the  town  tVom  the  west,  tiie  gun- 
boats were  all  tlure  for  that  purpose. 

Q.  What  was  the  number  of  small 
craft,  and  other  armed  vessels  drawing 
little  water,  employed  in  the  expedition 
against  Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  I  don't  think  there  were  more  than 
five  or  six  vessels  that  were  of  easy 
draught  of  water  enough  to  assist  in  the 
attack  on  the  town,  for  even  one  or  two 
qf  the  gun-boats  which  drew  but  little 


water  were  at  times  aground  during  the 
attack. 

Q.  What  number  of  seamen  werr 
landed  with  the  army  on  the  2blh  and 
l.'<Jth' 

A.  About  2'20  wilh  oflkers  were  land- 
ed to  march  with  the  army. 

Q.  Had  you  any  coumiunicatioii  with 
General  Wliitelocke  on  the  subject  of 
the  iiuniber  of  seamen  that  could  be 
spared  by  the  lleet,  to  assist  the  opera- 
tions ofthe  army  .' 

A.  General  Wliitelocke  requested 
that  440  seamen  might  be  landed,  which 
number  were  ordereti  and  sent  up  the 
river  for  that  jjurpose  ;  but  linding  that 
the  boats  for  landuig  the  troo]>s  would 
require  a  greater  number  of  men  to  man 
tlicHi,  [  informed  tiie  General  that  half 
the  jiumber  would  land  with  the  first 
division,  and  march  under  his  diriction  : 
and  that  he  should  have  the  other  half 
after  the  troops  were  landed  if  he  found 
it  necessary.  I  had  left  the  ships  at 
Monte  Video  very  short  of  men,  having 
landed,  at  General  AVhitelocke's  request, 
the  marines  of  the  squadron  at  Alonte 
Mdeo.  When  the  troops  were  landed 
at  the  Ensinada,  Captain  Frazer  of  the 
artillery  informed  me  Ije  had  landed  the 
horses,  and  he  should  have  no  occasion 
for  more  than  220  men  tirst  landed. 

Q.  Subsi;quent  to  the  landing  of  the 
troops,  was  any  application  n)ade  to  you 
by  (Teneral  \\  hltelocke  for  tlie  remain- 
der of  the  seamen .'' 
A.  No, 

Q.  Have  you  the  letter  from  Colonel 
Bourke  in  your  possession  ? 

A.  I  thought  I  had  it,  but  by  seme 
mistake  I  have  left  it  among  my  papers 
at  Portsmouth  :  but  shall  send  for  it  if 
the  Court  think  necessary. 

Qr  Have  you  any  thing  further  to 
state,  or  any  "further  iuforniation  to  give 
the  Court  upon  the  subject  ofthe  two 
lirst  charges,  to  the  close  ofthe  evening 
of  tiie  Ti  til  of  July  .? 

A.  All  I  can  say  is,  that  General 
Wliitelocke  seemed  very  anxious  to  put 
the  orders  he  had  received  in  force,  for 
which  purpose  every  exertion  was  made, 
as  far  as  1  know.  What  occurred  on 
shore  I  cannot  speak  to,  as  ]  did  not  sec 
General  Wliitelocke  again  until  the  7tli 
of  July, 
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Suestittned  hy  General  JS^hitclocke. 

Q.  Do  you  roir.cmber  the  circum- 
stance>  o;"our  landing,  and  looking  out  a 
proper  place  tor  that  puq>ofe?  and  were 
not  the  men  cbligcd  to  vrade  through  the 
^srater,  2nd  wras  there  not  a  considerable 
delay  m  being  obliged  to  land  at  the 
creek  ? 

A.  'J'he  landing  «t  first  was  certainly 
attendetl  witli  Ac  soldiers  being  vet  in 
getting  out  ot  the  boats,  but  there  were 
not  any  great  r.uniber  in  this  predica- 
ment. 1  belifve  about  four  or  ifive  boats 
at  most.  In  a}y>ut  aa  hour,  however,  a 
proper  place  w  as  found  for  landing  the 
troops,  wliich  was  perfectly  convenient, - 
and  during  the  Ir.tter  part  of  the  day, 
not  only  the  tro*ips,  but  the  artillery, 
landed  without  any  difiiculty. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


FIFTEENTH  DAY. 

MOXPAY,   3  5ih  rEERUARY. 

The  Court  being  met  pursuant  to  ad- 
ioumment,  the  Judge  Advocate  inti- 
mated to  the  Court,  that  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Torrens  was  in  waiting,  and 
wished  to  explain  and  correct  some 
pans  of  his  prev!o-!S  evidence. 
Colonel  Torrei;>  beina  admitteil,  pro- 
ceeded to  explain  that  part  of  his  evi- 
dence which  related  to  tlie  orders  i>sued 
bv  Gaieral   W'hitelocke  on  the  3d  of 
Jolv. 

Co'^-nfl  Torrens. — About  quarter  of 
an  hour  after  General  \\'hitelocke's  re- 
t'lm  from  the  Conal  the  first  time,  I  was 
rid-ng  ;n  the  centre  with  General  Gower. 
The  pickets  were  engaged,  and  i.n  con- 
sequence of  a  rept>rt  from  an  officer  re- 
lative to  siosne  movements  of  the  enemy, 
General  Gf»v.  er  ordered  the  centre  bri- 
gade to  gft  under  arms,  ajid  I  hastily 
proceeded  to  head  quarter*,  to  report 
the  circumstances  to  iin'  General,  and 
to  propose  withdrawing  the  pickets,  as 
an  inducement  <o  the  enemy  to  leave 
their  fortress*??  in  the  town.  General 
Whitelocke  consented  to  tliis  proposi- 
tion, and  immefljately  mounted  his  liorse 
and  proceeded  to  the  centre.  lu  the 
Gourse  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  or  twenty 


minutes,  it  was  found  that  the  movement 
was  not  attended  wiih  the  desired  suc- 
ct'ss:  General  Whitelocke  therefore  or- 
dered the  posts  to  be  resumed,  and  I  re- 
turned to  head  quarters.  It  w"as  subse- 
quent to  his  return  that  t!ie  examination 
of  the  Spanish  oliicer  took  place,  as  I 
have  already  related  to  the  Court.  1  do 
not  recollect  any  thing  further  on  that 
day.  One  part  01  niv  evidence  I  wish  very 
much  to  explain :  the  letter  that  was 
written  to  General  Gower  on  the  2d  of 
July  was  signed  by  me,  although  dic- 
tated by  the  General :  thereiore,  the  ci- 
tation which  I  gave  from  it,  with  regard 
to  the  General's  intention  of  supporting 
the  advance  column,  was  incorrect,  in- 
asmuch as  it  was  expressed  in  the  Gene- 
ral's person.  1  should  have  stated,  '•  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  Commander-in-chief 
to  support  you  with  the  corps  under  his 
command." 

Q.  How  long  was  the  General  absent 
from  head-quarters  at  the  time  vou 
have  been  speaking  of,  and  did  he  then 
make  any  reconnoissance  of  the  town  ? 

A.  He  was  about  t»venty  minutes  ab- 
sent, and  did  not  make  any  reconnois- 
sance oi  tlic  town  to  my  knowledge. 

Cap*ain  John  Squire':  si^orn  and  ex- 
am iiitd. 

Q.  Were  vou  the  commanding  officer 
of  enguieers,  ou  llie  expedition  againjt 
Buenos  Avre>? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  Had  you  anv  pontoons  under  your 
command,  tor  the  use  of  the  array  .' 

A.  There  were  six  pontoons,  with  their 
carriages  complete,  embarked  at  .Monte 
Video.  I  understood  they  were  in  pre- 
p^.ration  tor  the  passage  of  the  Chuelo. 
Part  of  them  were  landed  on  the  28th  of 
June,  and  afterwards  pe-embarked  by 
the  Quarter-master-general. 

Q.  Were  they  ever  made  use  of  dur- 
ing tlie  expedition  for  any  purpose  ?  and 
if  they  were  not,  what  was  the  reason  ? 

A.  I'hat  belongs  to  the  Quarter-mas- 
ter-geneml's  department ;  he  told  me 
there  would  not  be  any  occasion  to  di-;- 
embark  any  tiling  but  a  few  aitrenching 
tools.  Point  Quilmes  was  the  only 
place  they  could  afterwards  be  disem- 
barked at ;  I  do  not  know  why  they 
were  not  disembarked  there. 
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Q.  Might  they  not  have  been  disem- 
l)2Hvpd  at  point  Quihnes  if  it  bad  betrn 
thou^tht  advitiable  r 

A.  I  cannot  speak  to  my  own  know- 
ledate. 

Q.  Slate  the  quantity  of  entrenching 
tools  tliat  accompanied  the  army  when 
delivered  out,  and  in  what  proportion } 

A-  Very  few  eutrenchin^  tools  were 
disembarked,  merely  suiScient  to  fill  a 
small  hand-cart.  Aifier  the  action  of  tlie 
second  we  found  two  carts  of  the  enemy 
with  a  few;  these  were  all  thetroop>  had 
with  them  to  the  close  of  the  4th  July. 

Q.  Were  you  pos.sessed  of  any  plan  of 
the  town  of  Biieno>  Ayres  previous  to 
the  landing  at  the  Ensinada  ?  And  pre- 
vious to  your  leaving  Monte  Video  h^d 
you  any  communicalion  with  General 
Whitelocke  on  tlie  subject  of  the  most 
eligible  arrangement  for  establishing  liie 
troops  in  the  \iciniiy  of  Buenos  Ayres? 

A.  I  obtained  a  plan  of  the  town 
from  lieutenant-colonel  Bourke  on  my 
arrival  at  Monte  Video  with  General 
Craufurd.  The  Commander  in  Chief 
never  did  me  the  honour  of  consulting 
me;  I  never  considered  myself  consult- 
ed previous  to  the  attack,  or  relative  to 
any  of  the  of>erations  of  the  army. 

Q.  From  vour  local  obser\"alions  of 
the  environs  of  the  town,  the  position  of 
the  countPk',  and  the  grounds  in  its  vi- 
cinity', are  you  of  opinion  that  it  would 
have  allowed  battt-rie»  to  be  established 
aga'uvst  the  place  ? 
"a.  I  do  not  think  they  couM  with 
convenience  hi^e  been  established  on 
the  side  of  the  Coral  de  Mistrere.  The 
town  could  not  be  ^:«j  to  be  commaiid- 
ed  from  tkit  side ;  but  I  think  the  ground 
on  the  north  side  of  the  river  would  have 
been  very  favourable. 

Q.  "What  relation  had  the  Recolita  to 
the  town;  and.  if  that  ground  had  been 
occupied,  whut  eilect  would  it  have  had 
on  the  operations  of  the  army  in  commu- 
nicating with  tiiC  shipping? 

A.  The  Recolita  was  about  one  and  a 
hall  or  two  miles  from  the  suburbs  of  the 
town,  and  to  the  best  of  my  judgment 
would  have  been  an  advantageous  po- 
sition to  have  occupied,  brcause  of  tlie 
connection  with  the  shipping. 

Q.  Did  any  thing  ever  pass  between 
you  and  General  Whitelocke  on  the 
subiect  of  your  holding  communication 
fiiiii  General  Gower. 


A.  On  the  first  of  July,  when  the  co- 
lumns separated,  with  the  consent  of  djc 
Connnauder  in  Chief,  I  accompanied 
general  Gower,  and  did  not  see  General 
Whitelocke  until  tfie  third,  when  he  ex- 
pressed himself  dissaiistied  w  ith  me  and 
Capt^n  Frazer,  because  he  said  we  at- 
tached ourselves  to  General  Gowtr. 
He  then  desired  me  to  remain  near  his 
per^on  till  the  day  of  the  attack.  There 
was  a  lo:)g  conversation,  in  which 
the  General  expressed  hinjself  with 
w  amith  on  the  subject,  and  directed  nic 
not  to  hold  so  mu<  h  communication  in 
future  with  General  Gower. 

Q.  AVould  the  Recolita,  if  occupied, 
have  been,  in  your  judgment,  a  favour- 
able point  from  whence  to  liave  carried 
on  operations,  and  to  have  established 
batteries  in  advance  against,  the  towaj- 

A.  It  would  have  been  a  fevo'^abl^ 
point  to  have  occupied,  with  a  view  to 
the  further  oj>erations  of  the  army. 

General  \VhiteloLke  declined,  for  the 
present,  asking  tiie  witiiess  any  yues- 
tioas. 

ExiVniTied  by  the  Ccurt. 

Q.  Can  you  state  v.  nether  the  con- 
versation which  passtrti  between  vou  and 
General  AVhitelocke,  on  ttie  subject  of 
yoir  not  holding  communication  with 
General  Gower,  pa-->ed  before  or  after 
1 0  o'clock  on  the  4tJi. 

A.  The  circumslances  T  have  iust 
stated  bring  to  my  recollection,  that  the 
conversation  took  place  about  2  o'clock 
on  the  4tli. 

Q .  Did  you  never  offer  your  opinion 
to  General  Whitelocke  on  t^ie  best 
means  of  attacking  the  town,  altlx>iig3i 
he  did  not  consult  you  on  the  subject? 
and  if  you  did  not,  what  were  your  rea- 
sons for  not  doing  so  ? 

A.  I  never  did  offer  my  opinion :  I 
should  not  have  thoua:ht  myself  justified 
in  doing  so.  I  shouh!  not  have  pre- 
sumed to  do  so  unless  I  had  been  con- 
sulted. 

Captain  Alexander   Dixon,  snorn  aiid 
examined, 

Q.  Were  you  captain  of  artilleri-  o» 
the  expedition  against  Buenos  A\  res  ? 
A.  Iwas. 
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Q.  Under  whose  command  did  you 
inarch  to  the  lieights,  and  how  many 
pieces  of  artillery  were  with  your  division 
of  the  army? 

A.  Under  Lieutenant-colonel  Mahon. 
From  tlie  heights,  above  Barragon,  only 
five  pieces;  we  were  not  Joined  by  any 
on  the  march  from  that  to  Reduction. 

Q.  Was  the  march  of  your  division  of 
the  army  delayed  by  liie  necessity  of 
halting  for  the  artillery  to  come  up  ? 

A.  Certainly,  in  passing  water- 
courses; but  not  in  any  considerable  de- 
gree. 

General  Whitelocke  declined  rross- 
'exaniniing  tliis  witness  for  the  pveseiu. 

Examined  by  the  Court. 

Q.  Was  the  artillery  drawn  by  the 
usual  number  of  horses? 

A.  By  horses  and  seamen,  with  the 
assistance  of  artillery-men,  and  occa- 
sionally by  detachments  from  the  in- 
fanfery. 

Q.  Was  there  an  additional  number 
of  horses  embarked  for  expediting  llie 
movements  of  the  artillery  ? 

A.  Tiiere  were  six  tiorses  embarked 
for  each  gun,  with  its  attendant  carriagtr, 
these  were  two  more  tlian  are  used  in 
England. 

Q.  Were  all  the  horses  landed  at  the 
Ensinada  ? 

A.  On  landing  the  horses,  through  the 
awkwardness  of  the  persons  employed, 
upwards  of  40  made  their  escape.  They 
diminished  daily,  and  to  give  an  account 
of  them  is  totally  out  of  n)y  power. 

Brigade-major  Rnache  szcorn  aiinl  ex- 
umincd. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Rritjadiergeneral 
Tjniile\'s  staff  in  tiie  expedition  against 
Buenos  Ayres? 

A.  I  was  the  General's  brigade-ma- 
jor. 

Q.  Did  you  at  any  time  on  the  thiid 
July  go  into  the  town  of  Ikienos  Ayres 
with'  af];3g  of  tru^^e?  Stute  on  what  occa- 
sion you  went  and  wiut  passed. 

A.  About  midnight  on  the  st'cond  I 
received  a  message  from  General  (4ovver 
to  come  to  his  quarters.  He  told  me 
that  I  was  to  go  into  the  town  of  Buenos 
Ayres  at  day-light  the  next  morning, 


with  a  flag  of  truce,  to  summon  the 
town  to  surrender  to  the  British  govern- 
ment. He  gave  me  written  instructions 
to  take  with  me,  and  I  proceeded  into 
the  town,  according  to  orders,  with  these 
instructions.  In  obedience  to  the  Gene- 
ral's orders  I  was  on  horseback  at  day- 
light, with  a  corporal  of  the  17th  light 
dragoons,  carrying  a  ilag  of  truce,  and  a 
trumi)eter.  I  asked  the  General's  per- 
mission to  take  witii  me  a  Spanish  of- 
ficer, tliat  no  time  might  be  lost  in 
finding  the  shortest  way  mto  the  town  ; 
but  in  passing  the  British  out-posts,  the 
tield-ollicer  commanding  recommended 
that  I  sliould  take  a  party  of  the  rifle- 
corps  with  me,  and  I  accordingly  took 
one  ofiiccr  and  twelve  privates.  We 
proceeded  with  some  difliculty,  but  I 
penetrated  a  considerable  way  into  the 
town  before  [  was  stopped.  After  some 
considerable  delay.  General  Elio,  the 
Spanish  General,  second  in  command, 
cauie  to  me ;  and  on  making  known  to 
him  the  order  I  jiad  the  honour  to  con- 
vey, he  said  I  could  not  see  General 
Liniers  on  any  account;  but  that"  if  I 
had  any  cOiiinuuiication  to  make  from 
the  English  General  he  would  convey  it 
to  him.  I  told  him'I  had  the  honour  to 
carry  proposals  for  the  surrender  of  the 
town.  He  conversed  in  Spanish  with  a 
great  deal  of  animation,  and  said  that 
they  possessed  sufficient  strength  and 
spirit  to  defend  the  town  ;  but  as  it  ap- 
peared to  me  of  great  importance,  if 
possible,  to  commence  some  negociation, 
I  endeavoured  to  draw  him  into  it;  but 
the  only  thing  he  would  consent  to  was, 
that  1  should  return  to  my  General,  ii| 
order  that  lie  might  make  such  com- 
munication as  he  thought  proper  in 
writing,  l^pon  this  I  returned  and  ac- 
quainted General  Gower:  he  immedi- 
ately wrote  a  letter,  which  I  carried  back. 
General-  Elio  would  never  let  me  entes 
into  the  particulars  of  my  instructions, 
though  I  endeavoured  to  represent  to 
him  our  force,  Src. 

Here  the  written  instructions  of  Major 
Roache  were  read  ;  (for  which  see  Ap- 
pendix, No.  X.) 

Q.  State  how  far  you  advanced  into 
tlie  town  when  vou  went  with  General 
Govver's  letter,  and  v.'h.at  passed. 

A.  I  returned  nearly  to  the  same 
spot,  and  nothing  p4rticular  uccuvred 
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between  myself  and  the  Spanish  oflker 
(who  was  a  Frenchman  in  the  Spanish 
service)  to  whom  I  delivered  the  letter. 
1  understood  General  Liniers  was  not  in 
Buenos  Avres  at  tlie  time.  1  did  not  see 
Cenerai  Llio,  and  the  ktter  was  dcliver- 
eil  to  an  aide  de  camp.  The  town  ap- 
peared to  b(?  in  a  state  of  great  confu- 
sion, the  wliole  an  armed  mob,  and  all 
drunk.  1  brought  the  answer  to  that  let- 
ter, for  wliich  I  waited  near  an  hour  and 
a  half,  during  svhich  time  they  paid  very 
little  respect  to  tiie  flag  of  truce,  and  but 
for  the  rifle  corps  1  arji  sure  1  could  not 
have  got  back. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  when  you 
went  into  the  town  the  first  time  ? 

A.  A  full  hour:  the  conversation  I 
had  with  General  Elio  migiit  have  last- 
ed about  half  an  hour.  1  saw  several 
officers  witii  him,  and  endeav(»ured  to 
impress  upon  his  mind  the  eftusion  of 
blood  that  must  lollow  further  hostilities. 
Ihe  aide  de  camp  seemed  particularly 
desirous  to  learn  what  the  Spanish  loss 
was  in  the  action  of  the  night  before, 
which  I  took  care  not  to  diminish  ;  but 
I  told  him,  with  truth,  that  there  were 
eleven  guns  taken,  and  that  they  had 
lost  a  considerable  number  of  men  in 
killed  and  wounded. 

Q.  You  stated  that  General  Liniers 
was  not  in  the  town :  can  you  state  who 
wrote  the  answer  "- 

A.  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  say  who 
wrote  the  answer. 

Q.  Can  you  state  how  far  you  did 
proceed  into  the  town  beyond  the 
suburbs? 

"  A.  Within  less  than  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  of  the  fort. 

Q.  Wliat  were  the  nature  of  the  dif- 
ficulties which  you  stated  you  met  with 
in  your  advance  ? 

A.  Considerable  firing,  whicii  never 
ceased :  I  was  aware  that  t!ie  dilTuulty 
did  exist,  from  having  been  sent  into 
Monte  \'ideo  in  the  same  way. 

Q.'  Did  you  see  any  and  wliat  pre- 
parations for  the  defence  of  the  to\^  n  ? 

Q.  "^riie  houses  were  all  barricaded 
and  shut  up,  and  the  whole  population 
armed.  I  saw  no  guns.  All  descrip- 
tions of  people,  men  and  boys,  were 
armed.  I  (l(>iivered  the  answer,  and 
comuiunicated  every  thing  I  had  ob- 
served. 


Cross-examined  by  General  JFUitclocke. 

Q.  You  have  said  that  General  Eiio 
expressed  hunself  with  considerable 
animation  :  can  you  recollect  his  expres- 
sions, and  how  they  particularly  ap- 
plied? 

A.  The  literal  translation  of  the  words 
were,  "  we  possess  sufficient  strengtli 
and  courage  to  defend  the  town."  He 
put  iiis  hand  upon  his  breast  and  said, 
with  great  energy,  "  we  possess  spirit; 
and  strength." 

Q.  From  your  intercourse  with  thr 
inhabitants,  and  in  consequence  of  your 
knowledge  of  the  Spanish  language,  can 
you  state  who  were  the  instigators  and 
principal  actors  in  the  breacii  of  the 
treaty  entered  into  with  General  Beres- 
ford? 

A.  I  had  heard  many  names  men- 
ti<jned,  "J"he  people  in  power  were  said 
10  be  the  instigators  of  it.  Being  em- 
ployed in  that  service  by  Sir  Samuel 
Auchmuty,  I  had  an  opportunity  to  know 
that  the  people  in  power  were,  many  of 
them,  the  instigators  of  the  rebellion 
against  General  Beresiijrd. 

Examined  by  the  Court. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  whether  General 
^A'hitelocke  ever  examined  you  on  the 
subject  of  what  you  had  seen  when  )ou 
went  into  the  town  of  Buenos  Ay  res?' 

A.  1  understood  that  every  thing  I 
had  reported  to  General  Gower  had 
been  comnumicated  to  General  White- 
locke;  and  a  day  or  two  after  he 
asked  ine  some  questions  himself;  but 
tlid  not  send  tor  me  particularly  for  that 
purpose. 

Q..  Had  you  staled  the  whole  of  vour 
instructions  to  the  Spanish  General  at 
the  time  he  so  warmly  expressed  himself 
against  the  surrender  of  the  town  ? 

A.  No  ;  1  stated,  generally,  our  great 
force,  and  the  disposition  of  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  to  do  every  thing  that 
iiumanity  could  suggest;  and  that  ail 
private  property  fhould  be  respected. 
J  did  not  touch  on  the  Spanish  prisoners 
of  war. 

Q.  Did  yoM  learn  from  General  Elia 
or  his  aitle  de  camp,  whether  tlie  bridge 
was  dvacuated.  and  whetlier  tJie  whole 
force  of  the  Spanish  army  was  in  the 
town  ? 
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A.  Nutliiiig  relative  to  the  evacuation 
of  ttie  bridge  took  place.  I  liad  endea- 
•voured  to  impress  on  them  that  we  liad 
vl.-fcated  the  whole  Spanish  army  the 
jaight  Ijelore. 

Q.  Was  that  article  respecting  the 
,-iirrender  of  tiie  civil  olticfrs  ever  men- 
tioned to  General  Elio,  or  did  he  parti- 
cularly object  (oil  ? 

A.  Certainly  not:  I  thouglit  it  best, 
in  the  disposition  I  found  Inm,  not  to 
mention  ihe  subject. 

Jf/seph  Bullock,  Esq.  Commissartj-ire' 
neral,  svjoni  andtjcamined. 

Q.  Were  you  at  the  head  of  the  com- 
missariate  employed  on  the  ex[itdition 
against  Buenos  Ayres  ?  and  have  \  ou 
any  return  of  the  amount  of  tiie  provi- 
sions emb:'.rked for  that  expedition? 

A.   I  was.     Here  are  the  returns. 

[Here  ihe  witness  put  in  the  returns  of 
the  (piantity  of  provisions  embarked  at 
Monte  \  ideo,  and  landed  at  the  Ensi- 
nada.] 

Q.  What  number  of  horses  had  been 
provided  for  transporting  the  provisions? 

A.  None:  no  horses  were  specihcally 
provided  for  that  department.  There 
were  about  sixty  dragoon  horses  appro- 
priated for  that  purpose  on  the  landmg 
at  the  r.nsinada. 

Q.  Were  there  any  greater  number 
than  the  sixty  horses  you  speak  of  em- 
ployed in  transporting  the  provisions 
,  across  the  niarsii  r 

A.  None.  'I'here  were  only  about 
twenty-five  that  actually  took  [ji'oviMons 
from  the  Knsinada.  ^ial)y  of  the  others 
broke  loose,  and  lost  the  supj)iies  which 
they  carried,  and  the  rest  would  not  bear 
any  on  their  backs. 

Q.  Were  there  any  arrangements 
made,  or  any  communication  with  Ge- 
Heral  Whitelocke,  for  adopting  a  mode 
to  secure  the  m-cessary  siip]ilv  of  j)ro- 
visious  for  the  armv  on  its  marc:). 

A.  On  my  arrival  at  Monte  \  ideo  on 
the  Ijtii  of  June,  1  waited  upon  the 
(.Joinmander  of  the  forces,  wlien  lie 
introduced  me  to  Lieulinant-colon.-l 
Bradford,  the  deputy  adjutant-gentral, 
and  Lieulciianl-colonel  iiourke,  quar- 
ter-master General,  and  Eieutenant- 
colonel  Torrens  the  niilitaiy  secre- 
tary ;  observing,  that  as  1  should  liave 
much  com«nuuicatio:i  with  these  efh- 
cers,  ih'  y  were  at  hbertv  to  make  lue 


acquainted  with  all  particulars.  Sup- 
posing that  he  alluded  to  the  service  in 
general,  the  next  or  folbwing  day  1 
called  upon  the  deputy  Quarter-mastef 
general,  and  requested"  all  necessary  iiK 
torinalion  as  far  as  concerned  my  de- 
partment, relative  to  the  expedition  up 
the  Plata.  He  intimatetl  to  me  that  as 
the  landing  would  not  be  more  than 
live  or  six  miles  from  the  town,  it  would 
be  only  necessary  for  me  to  send  one  of 
the  officers  of  my  department  thither 
as  soon  as  possible  wllii  the  lasso  men, 
in  order  to  seize  all  cattle,  or  any 
thing  else  in  the  way  of  supplies  that 
migiit  be  found  on  the  spot.  Conceiving 
therefore,  tliat  nothing  more  was  wanted 
of  me,  1  did  not  trouble  the  ComKian- 
der  of  the  forces  with  any  direct  appli- 
cation relative  to  wliatmightbe  required 
ot  me.  1  tiiought  it  was  onlv  further  ne- 
cessary to  suggest  the  expediency  of 
landing  seven  days  supjjlv  of  provisions 
immediately  after  the  troops  had  landed, 
in  erder  to  guard  against  w  ant ;  although 
Lieutenant-colonel  Bourke  gave  me 
reason  to  hope  that  the  iiritish  forces 
would  be  in  tiie  town  of  Buenos  .Vyres 
in  the  course  of  the  second  or  third  day 
after  landing.  1  therelore  had  no  reason 
to  expect  liie  army  would  have  had  so 
tedious  a  marcii  to  make,  and  cunse- 
(juently  I  did  not  think  of  making  any 
preparation  for  furthering  the  supplies: 
but  in  order  to  convey  the  seven  days 
provisions  I, had  recommended  to  be 
landed  upon  thewater's-edge,  I  suggested 
the  propriety  of  taking  six  small  carts 
with  mules  for  that  purpose.  'Ibat 
bein^  ajjproved  ot,  tlie  carls  and  mules 
were  embarked  accorilijiglw 

Q.  What  was  tiie  place  of  landing, 
intunated  to  you? 

A.  The  place  of  landing  w  as  not  hiti- 
mated  to  me  at  all.  I  only  knew  it  !rom 
the  circunistancv  of  the  fleet's  arriving 
oil  the  Eusinaila,  and  the  people's  going 
on  shore, 

Q.  "^I'hen  had  you  no  direct  communi- 
cation with  the  Coiumander  of  the  f>>ic:es 
at  Monte  \itleo  respecting  the  supplies 
tor  ihe  army  previously  to  leaving 
Monte  N'ideo,  on  the  expetlition  to  Jiu- 
eiios  .\yres  ? 

A.  In  a  general  way  I  had.  On  the 
19iii  of  JuiH!  1  gave  tiie  Coinmander  of 
the  forces  a  general  statement  of  all  tlie 
siijiplies  that  svcje  in  the  maga/ines  at 
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Monte  Video,  and  on  hoard  sliips,  dis- 
tinguishing tiu"  quantilies  tiiat  were  gone 
up  tlie  river  for  the  service  ;  and  1  re- 
quesled  to  know  his  pleasure  respecting 
the  supply  otherwise  to  be  provided,  i 
received  liis  instructions  to  collect  pro- 
visions at  ^Ionte^'ideo  for  a  given  num- 
ber of  men  for  a  certain  tinu;;  but  I 
could  not  have  acted  on  that  order,  or 
provided  otherwise  for  the  service, 
till  he  had  possession  of  the  town  of 
Unenos  A\res. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  providing 
otherwise  for  the  service  ? 

A.  Kstablibhing  magazines,  I  had  no 
other  communication  witii  the  Comman- 
der of  tiie  forces  when  at  Monte  Video, 
than  the  return  I  gave  him  of  the 
supplies  that  were  going  up  the  river 
with  the  troops. 

Q.  Had  )ou  any  direct  and  personal 
communication  Willi  General  \\  hitelocke 
as  to  the  place  of  landing  the  troops,  and 
))rovisioning  the  army  during  the  march 
to  Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  No,  1  iiad  not,  until  T  landed  at 
the  Eijsinada,  when   I   was   ordered  to 
furnish  three  days  supply  of  biscuits  and 
spirits,  and  wliich  we   etfected   on   the 
L'Olii;  and  on   my  wishing  to  know  from 
the  General  himself  how  those  supplies 
vkicii  were  landed  were  to  be  disposed 
of,  conceiving,    at   the  time,  that  they 
were  intended  for  immediate  use,   the 
General   exprt-ssed  his  surprise   at  my 
not  knowing  that  the  cavalry  horses,  with 
pack-saddles,  had  been  appropriated  for 
transporting  provisions  with  the  army  ; 
on  wliich  I  addressed  myself  to  the  tpiar- 
ter-master-general,      relative     to  tliese 
hor^es    and   pack-saddles.       Tlie    iie.\t 
morning  the  greatest  dilFiculty  was  e.K- 
perienced  in  getting  any  of  the  iiorses  to 
bi\irlhe  pack-sadoles,  much  less  any  ad- 
ditional burden  ;  therefore,  only  a  small 
quantity  ot  biscuit  (about  '_'j(3lbs.)  could 
be  carried.      The  spirits  was  attempted 
to  be  carried  in  two  of  the  carts,  which 
1  had  brought  with  me,  but  which  were 
obliged  to   be  left  on  the  ground,  owing 
to  tlie  rottenness   of  the  soil,  and  the 
mules  in  consequence  not  being  able  to 
draw  the  carts.   Finding  tiiat  all  attempt? 
to  carry  supplies  to  any  (luaiitity  were 
inell'ectual,   1  was  desired   by    Colonel 
Uoutke  to  join  the  Commander  of  the 
forces,  he  having  marched  from  Enn- 


nada.  Colonel  Bourke  having  expressed 
his  opinion  that  the  army  would  be 
obliged  to  return  and  re-embark  ;  and 
on  my  wishing  to  destroy  the  only  cask 
of  spirits  that  was  left  on  the  ground,  the 
others  having  been  previously  staved,  he 
recommended  my  leaving  it  in  its  then 
state,  under  the  idea  that  the  anny  would 
soon  return. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  horses  which 
would  not  bear  the  pack-saddles? 

A.  Some  ran  away  ;  others  came  on 
with  the  pack-saddles  but  without  any 
provisions. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  provisions 
which  the  horses  could  not  cowvey  ? 

A.  Part  was  re-embarked  after  the 
army  marched. 

Q.  On  what  ground  did  it  appear  to 
you  probable  that  the  anny  would  re- 
turn > 

A.  In  consequence  of  not  being  able 
to  take  on  provisions :  a  great  part  pf 
the  supplies  which  were  attempted  to 
be  carried  on,  being  destroyed  by  the 
horses  kicking  and  plunging  in  the  dirt. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


SIXTEENTH  DAY. 

TUESDAY,    FEB.    16. 

The  Court  having  assembled  at  the  usual 
iiour,  Joseph  Bullock,  Esq.  the  Com- 
missary-general, was  again  called  in, 
and  the  evidence  given  by  him  yes- 
terday read  over.  His  examination 
w  as  then  continued  by  the  Judge  Ad- 
vocate. 

Q.  Were  tliere  three  days'  provisions 
in  the  whole  landed  at  Ensuiada  } 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  stated,  that  by  a  requisition 
upon  the  town  of  Monte  Video,  some 
carts  were  obtained  to  carry  provisions ; 
covild  not  means  of  the  same  kind  have 
been  procured  to  a  much  greater  extent, 
if  it  had  been  thought  advisable  ? 

A.   I  do  not  think  there  could. 

Q.  Had  you  any  directions  as  to  pro- 
curing lasso  men  to  accompany  the 
army  ? 
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A.  Tlie  cle[)iity  Comniissars'-general, 
who  had  the  charge  of  tlie  dcpartnient 
at  Monte  \  ideo  previous  lo  my  arrival, 
had  the  arrangements  to  mal-:e  for  the 
service  of  the  department  going  on  the 
expedition  ;  and  he  had  directions  ti; 
get  a  number  of  tiiese  lasso  men,  but  was 
unable  to  procure  or  lo  induce  more 
tlian  four  or  live  men,  or  thereabouts, 
to  proceed  with  the  army. 

Q.  Had  you  no  men  to  take  charge 
of  the  horses  which  were  allotted  to  your 
department,  on  the  landing  at  Ensinuda  ? 

A.  I'liev  being  dragoon  horses,  the 
dragoons  \vere  attached  to  them,  to  as- 
sist in  bringing  on  the  horses  with  the 
supplies. 

Q.  Had  you  any  communication  with, 
ororder from, Lieutenant-general  White- 
iocke,  after  your  arrival  at  the  heights, 
and  during  the  march  from  tlience  to 
Buenos  Ayres,  iipo:i  the  subject  of  pro- 
visions and  forage  for  tlie  army,  up  to 
the  night  of  the  4th  of  July,  ami  if  you 
had,  state  what  it  was  ? 

A.  I  did  not  join  Lieutenant-general 
Whitelocke  on  the  heights  until  the  30th 
of  June,  when  the  army  was  preparing 
to  march  forward  ;  and  1  did  not  receive 
any  orders  from  him  relative  to  the 
supplies  o:i  the  march,  excepting  the 
delivery  immediately  of  a  small  quantity 
of  biscuitj  which  was  carried  across  tlie 
swamp  ;  but  there  not  being  time  for  its 
being  delivered  out,  in  consequence  of 
the  sudden  movement  of  the  troops,  the 
greater  part  of  that  biscuit  was  ordered 
to  be  carried  on  after  the  army.  The 
troops  received  meat  sulVicienl  for  two 
days  previous  to  marching. 

Q.  Wliat  were  the  orders  you  receiv- 
ed during  the  whole  of  the  march  ? 

A.  During  the  w  hole  of  the  inarch  of 
the  4tli,  at  Qiiilmes,  or  Reduction,  Cjc- 
Jieral  Whitelocke  gave  me  reason  to 
hope  that  the  army  would  receive  sup- 
plies from  tile  shipping;  but  1  received 
no  orders  particularly  upon  tliis  occasion. 
When  the  army  arrived  near  Buenos 
Ayres  on  the  3d  of  Jidy,  they  received 
regularly  supplies  of  bisjuit  as  far  as  tiie 
regiments  chose  to  send  fur  that  article 
to  head-quarters,  where  the  biscuit  was 
either  found  or  baked.  'I'his  goes  on!  v 
to  the  main  part  of  the  army,  the  co- 
lumns under  Major-general  Gower  hav- 
ing proteciItU  liiro\ighout  the   march 


forwards  without  any  communication 
being  made  to  me  that  it  was  to  go 
forwards.  The  column  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Mahoii  received  four 
or  live  days  supply  of  bread  and  spirits 
at  Reduction,  and  the  troo|)!.  in  general 
received  fresh  meat  at  different  places, 
but  not  always  to  the  full  extent  of  what 
they  ougiit  to  have  had,  had  there  been 
a  sulBciency  of  cattle  [wocured.  The 
column  under  General  Gower  com- 
menced also  receiving  bread  near  Bu- 
enos Ayres  on  the  2d  of  July. 

(■I.  .\ly  question  w'as,  what  orders 
you  received  from  Generd  Whitelocke 
up  to  the  4th  of  July;  you  have  gnly 
given  an  account  of  the  supplies  ? 

A.   I  had  no  actual  orders. 

Q.  State  what  supplies  the  army  did 
receive:  you  have  staterl  some  supplies 
which  the  army  received:  state  what 
supplies  they  had  up  to  the  4th  of  July  ? 

A.  It  is  included  in  the  slatemeni  I 
have  given  in. 

Q.  In  the  return? 

A.  Yes. 

Judge  Advocate. — Perhaps  it  may 
be  as  well  to  read  now  an  order  put  into 
my  hands  by  General  Whitelocke  ;  as 
the  whole  of  the  case  is  to  be  fully  ex- 
amined, I  think  it  right  to  read  it.  It 
is  given  at  head-quarters,  and  runs  thus  : 
"  'Jhe  Commissary-general  will  take 
care,  that  one  of  his  department  is  sent 
forward  with  each  body  of  the  army,  and 
iix  his  quarters  as  near  the  commanding 
ofjicer  as  possible,  and  take  care  that 
every  possible  exertion  is  used  to  obtain 
the  necessary  supplies  for  the  troops." 
The  dale  is  the  3oth  of  June. 

(i.  Whence  was  that  biscuit  pro- 
cured ?  You  say,  that  after  a  lime  tiiey 
found  biscuit  sufficient  on  the  30th  of 
June? 

A.  The  chief  of  it  was  found  in  tw« 
houses  on  tlie  troops  arriving  at  the 
Miserare.  Tiiere  had  been  bake-houses, 
and  bakei-s  were  employed  to  bake  as 
much  as  they  could  obtain. 

Is  there  a  return  of  the  provisions  in 
the  possession  of  the  comniissariate  on 
tlie  close  of  the  4tii  of  July  ? 

A.  Not  specilicallv. 

Q.  Then  state  to  the  Court  what 
provisions  were  in  your  possession,  as 
( 'onimissary-general,  on  tlic  close  of  the 
4th  of  July? 
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A.  The  troops  having  in  great  part 
received  their  supplies  daily  after  the 
4tli  of  July,  for  several  days  from  tlio 
same  supplies,  I  should  appreh.eiid  the 
t[iiaiitity  of  biscuit  remaining  on  the 
night  of  liio  4th  miglit  have  been  ade- 
•juate  for  the  supply  of  the  whole  army 
for  four  or  live  days.  There  were  also 
received  su])plie3  of  meat,  and  tliere  was 
cattle  remaining  much  in  tiie  same  pro- 
portion as  biscuit. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  then  to  stale  that 
there  were  supplies  of  provisions  for  the 
army  on  the  niglit  of  the4lh,  both  bread 
and  cattle  sullicient  lor  four  or  live 
days? 

A.  \  es ;  but  I  cannot  speak  posi- 
tively. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  after  the 
arrival  of  the  troops  at  Miserare,  there 
Vxas  a  regular  supply  of  provisions, 
both  bread  and  cattle;  was  that  in  con- 
secjuence  of  any  jjrevious  arrangement, 
or  solely  from  captiu'iis? 

A.  Solely  from  captures. 

Q.  Had  ,you  any  means  of  supplying 
the  army  with  provisions  subsecpient  to 
their  arrival  at  ^liserare,  if  no  provisions 
had  been  ibund  there  ? 

A.  1  had  none. 


Ci'oss-efca/n/'ned   bi/  Lieutenaul-gencral 
Jihitclockc, 

Q.  Was  not  the   (juantity   you  have 

stated   on   the  landing  at   Kr.sinada,   of 

which  you   have  delivered  in  a  return, 

exclusive   of  the   three  days  provisions 

•carried  by  men  from  the  transports  ? 

A.  1  understood  it  to  be  exclusive  of 
them. 

Q,  Your  return  states  I7,00nlbs.  of 
biscuit  left  on  the  ground  at  linsinada  ; 
was  not  that  the  biscuit  destroyeti  bv  the 
kicking  of  the  horsLs,  and  was  not  a  part 
of  it  lust  in  the  swamp? 

A.  A  small  cjuantity  of  it  was  re-em- 
barked, and  the  remainder  of  it  was  lost 
in  the  way  pointed  out  in  the  swamp. 

Q.  Was  every  exertion  made  by 
yourself  and  by  Colonel  Bourke  to  carry 
the  bread  and  spirits  on  from  Ensinada? 

A.  Undoubtedly  every  possible  exer- 
ticn  was  made, 

Q.  Were  not  a  suflicient  quantity  of 
sheep  procured  before  day-light  iu'the 


morning  of  the  30lii,  to  supply  the  whole 
army  with  two  days'  meat  ? 

A.  I  have  my  doubts  whether  the 
quantity  of  sheep  would  supply  the 
whole  army  to  that  extent.  General 
Lumley's  brigade  and  General  Crau- 
furd's  brigade  having  marched  from  the 
ground  previous  to  my  arrival. 

Lieutenant-general  AVhitelocke  inter- 
rupted thewitness,  and  oliserved,  "  there 
never  was  any  difficulty  in  obtaining 
provisions,  I  shall  reserve  that  part  fw 
my  defence." 

Q.  Might  not  a  nimiber  of  seamen 
have  assisted  you  in  transporting  provi- 
ons  across  the  swamp  ? 

A.  They  would  have  been  of  no  use 
in  the  undertaking. 

Q.  At  what  lime  of  the  day.  on  the  2d 
of  July  was  the  delivery  of  biscuit  made 
to  Alajor-general  Gower's  advanced 
corps  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell,  not  having  been  pre- 
sent myself. 

Q.  \\'Jiat  means  had  you  then  of 
knowing  that  the  delivery  was  made  to 
them  ? 

A  By  the  person  who  issued  tlie  sup- 
plies having  given  me  different  memo- 
randums ot  his  knowledge  of  the  deli- 
very. 

Q.  Did  any  person  of  the  Commissary- 
general's  department  attend  to  receive 
orders  at  the  head-(iuarters,  or  how  were 
the  General's  orders  conveyed  to  you  ?. 

A.  I  invariably  waited  upon  the  Ge- 
neral in  per>on,  for  such  orders  as  he 
might  have  to  give  relative  to  the  sup- 
plies.—The  witness  withdrew. 


Liciddiani-colnnd  Brndfonl  culled,  and 
extuiiincd  bij  ilic  Judge  .-Idvocatc. 

Q.  I  believe.  Sir,  you  were  deputy 
Adjutant-general  in  the  expediliou 
against  lUienos  Ayres? 

A.  I-  was. 

Q.  Will  you  state  the  effective 
strength  of  the  army  when  it  embarked, 
or  perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  state 
the  el'fective  strength  of  the  army  on  the 
landing  at  J^nsinada  ? 

A.  7B-2'J,  exclusive  of  200  sailors. 

Q.  And  the  effective  strength  of  the 
different  coi-ps  into  which  the  army  was 
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divided  on  the  mornins;  of  the   2d  of 
July? 

A.  The  main  body  of  the  army  im- 
mediately under  the  command  of  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke,  which  advanced  for 
Reduction  on  the  2d  of  July  coasisttd 
of  3847  rank  and  lile.  'J'lie  corps  ad- 
vanced under  the  command  of  Major- 
general  Gower  on  the  2d  of  Jiilv, 
amounted  to  about  2150  men,  rank  ai'id 
file.  It  was  impossible  to  get  any  cor- 
rect return  at  that  time;  I  had  not  anv 
return  from  General  Gower,  but  t)iat 
was  about  the  number  he  commanded. 
The  force  remaining  at  Reduction  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Mahon,  con- 
si-^ted  of  about  1844  rank  and  tile. 

Q.  VMU  you  state  the  effective 
strength  of  the  army  before  Buenos 
Ayres  on  the  night  of  the  4tii  of  Julv, 
and  the  actual  strength  under  Colonel 
Mahon  ? 

A.  It  consisted  of  about  6 1 28  effective 
rank  and  file.  Under  Colonel  xMahon 
1844  including  200  seamen. 

Q.  What  was  the  force  left  at  Monte 
Video  on  the  embarkation  of  the  army 
on  the  expedition  against  Buenos  A}  res'? 

A.   1,354  rank  and  hie. 

Q.   Does  that  include  the  marines  ? 

A.  E.xclusive  of  the  marines. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  what  was  the  mnn- 
ber  of  marines  ? 

A.  Upon  my  word  I  cannot  recollect. 
Some  I  know  were  landed  at  Monte 
Video. 

Q.  \^  ere  any  orders  issued  informing 
the  general  oiiicers,  and  the  officers 
commanding  divisions  on  the  jth  of 
July,  of  the  station  of  the  coinmaiuler  of 
the  forces  during  the  attack  on  tiiat  day  ? 

A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Were  any  orders  iss^ied  appoint- 
ing the  places  of  retreat,  in  case  retreat 
should  become  necessary,  in  the  attack 
of  the  town  on  the  5th  of  July  ? 

A.  There  were  no  orders  issued 
through  me. 

Q.  What  was  the  amount  of  the  ca- 
sualties returned  from  the  landiiio;  of  the 
army  at  the  Ensinada,  exclusive  of  those 
which  occurred  in  the  attack  made  by 
Major-General  Gower  on  the  2nd? 

A.  The  returns  which  I  received,  in- 
clude the  returns  of  killed  and  wounded 
on  that  day,  and  in  the  engagement  of 
Ihe^^iijuetti  on  the  Joilowing  day  ;    but 


I  have  no  distinct  return  of  the  casual-t 
ties  which  happened  at  that  time.  We 
had  no  sick  that  1  know  of.  i  have  Ji 
general  return,  and  that  amounts  to 
50  rank  and  file  ;  the  officers  are  not  in- 
cluded in  that  number,  but  merely  the 
rank  and  file ;  this  is  up  to  the  4th. 
There  are  three  missing,  which  are  in- 
cluded in  the  casualties. 

Q.  Were  you  with  the  main  bodv  of 
tlie  army  during  the  march  from  Re' 
duction  to  Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  But  you  have  not  stated  tlie  casu- 
alties of  the  officers  yet  ? 

A.  One  captain,  five  subalterns,  and 
five  Serjeants. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  reasons  there 
were  for  the  halt  of  the  main  body  under 
Lieutenant-general  Whitelocke's  im- 
mediate coiiiiiiand  about  two  o'elock  on 
the  2d  of  July? 

A.  I  <lo  not. 

Q.  Did  the  troops  appear  to  you  so 
exhausted  with  fatigue,  as  to  make  the 
halt  on  that  account  inevitable  ? 

A.  Ko. 

Lieutenant-general  Whitelocke  put 
no  questions  to  the  witness  in  cross-e\- 
aniiiiaiion. 


Lieutenant-colonel    Davie   called,    and 
examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Q.  Were  you  commanding  officer  of 
the  5th  regiment  on  the  2d  of  Julv  ? 

A.   Yes. 

Q.  Did  that  regiment  form  a  part  of 
the  main  body  under  Lieutenant-gene- 
ral \\  hitelocke'b  command,  in  the  niarcla 
from  Rerluction  to  Buenos  Avres  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  your  regiment  so  exhausted 
by  fatigue  on  the  i,'d  of  Julv,  as  to  make 
a  halt  necessary  at  the  time  when  the 
main  body  wiis  ordered  to  halt  on  that 
day  ? 

A.  Yes.  It  was  so  late  before  we  oc- 
cupied the  ground  ;  we  left  the  village 
of  Bedurtioh  verv  !ate  in  the  morning. 

Q.  I  believe  you  halted  between  twp 
and  three  o'clock  in  the  day  ? 

A.  Yes,  we  did,  at  the  pass  of  the 
river. 

Q.  What  time  was  it  when  the  army 
took  up  its  j:;Osition  that  night? 
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A.  It  might  be  three  or  four  o'clock 
that  night. 

Q.  The  question  I  put  was,  whether 
tliey  were  so  exhausted  by  fatigue  that 
they  could  not  proceed  further  ? 

A.  Ye>,  thev  could  have  proceeded 
further.  I  did  not  think  it  was  so  much 
on  account  of  fatigue  as;  tlie  lateness  of 
the  day. 

Q.  Mijrht  thev  have  marched  furliicr? 

A.  1  tluiik  they  might. 

Exiuiiincd  by  the  Court. 

Q.  Was  any  discontent  shewn  among 
the  regiment  under  your  coinniaiwi 
pu  that  day  ? 

A.  Not  any  whatever. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  the  main  body 
march  from  Reduction  that  morning  ? 

A.  About  eleven  o'clock. 

Q.  Had  the  regiment  under  your 
command  had  any  food  bi.-fore  they 
nyarched ' 

A.  I  fancy  they  had  ;  there  were  di- 
rections given,  and  they  were  supplied 
with  meat  the  night  before. 

Q.  That  is  not  an  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion ? 

A.  They  had  some  food ;  they  had 
meat  served  out  to  them  tiie  evening 
before. 

Q.  Did  you  know  whether  your  regi- 
ment cooked  their  meat  on  tlie  morning 
of  the  2d  ? 

A.  We  had  no  means  of  cooking  re- 
gularly :  we  cooked  as  well  as  we  could. 

Tlie  witness  withdrew. 

Lieutenant-colonel  A'na;ent  ealLd,  and 
examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Q.  Did  you  command  the  38th  regl- 
jnent  on  the  2d  of  J  uly  last  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  that  regiment  form  a  part  of 
the  main  body  of  the  army  under  the 
command  of  General  Whitelocke  on 
tiiat  day  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  your  regiment  so  exhausted 
by  fatigue  as  to  make  a  halt  necessary 
when  the  division  of  the  army  under 
General  Whitelocke's  command  was 
ordered  to  halt  on  that  day  > 

A.  No,  curtaiuiv  *iot. 


Cross-examined  b//    JJeufcnant-geinrul 
IVhiteloeke. 

Q.  Did  you,  l3y  my  order,  send  out 
or  go  with  a  foragiug  [)arty  ln^ft)re  da\- 
light  on  the  morning  ot  llie  oOth  of  June, 
and  how  many  sheep  did  you  bring  in 
for  the  use  of  the  army? 

A.  I  did  go  out  with  a  partv,  and  I 
brought  in  a  very  large  flock  of  sheep, 
I  tiiink  more  than  I  cvi-r  saw  before 
together.  I  do  not  know  how  many, 
but  I  should  think  there  were  about 
4000.  It  was  a  larger  tlock  than  I  had 
seen  before. — The  witness  withdrew. 

Major  Xicholl.i  called,  and  examined  Iry 
the  Judge  Advocate. 

Q.  Were  you  Major  of  the  4jth  regi- 
ment on  the  'Jd  of  July  last  ? 

A.  1  was. 

Q.  Did  that  regiment  form  a  part  of 
the  main  body  of  the  army  under  the 
immediate  command  of  Lieutenant-ge- 
neral Whitelocke  on  that  day? 

A.  It  did. 

Q.  A\'as  that  regiment  so  exhausted 
by  fatigue  as  to  make  a  halt  necessarv, 
at  the  time  when  tliat  division  of  the 
arm}  was  ordered  to  halt  on  that  day  ? 

A.  Not  by  any  means;  100  men  of 
tiie  4jtii  regiment  were  left  behind  at 
llcduction  that  morning:  amongst  these 
were  the  weakest  men,  so  that  we  were 
in  a  situation  to  have  made  a  very  lon5 
march. 

Q.  Can  you  speak  with  any  accuracy 
to  tlie  liour  when  the  halt  took  place; 
if  you  can,  state  it  ? 

A.  I  think  between  three  and  half  past 
three  when  they  halted  for  the  night. 

Examined  b?/  the  Court. 

Q,  Were  any  siains  of  disconteul 
shewn  by  the  45th  on  tiiat  clay  ? 

A.  No,  nor  upon  any  other  occasion 
during  the  service. 

The  Judge  Advocate. — ^Tlie  qnesti>ins 
I  have  put  to  the  commanding  olHicers 
of  tiie  regiments  which  composed  the 
main  body  under  Lieutenant-general 
Whitelocke,  1  should  likewise  have  put 
to  the  oi]icer,s  of  tlie  87th  regiment, 
whicl)  also  fonned  apart  of  it;  but  I 
undwTstand  ibty  are  uol  here,  and  there*- 
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fore  we  raiwot  Iiaye  the  opportunity  of 
making  the  same  enquiry  oi  theni. 

JAeutcnant-coland  Xiiirent  recalled,  and 
examined  bij  i/w  Court. 

Q.  Were  any  symptoms  of  discon- 
tent were  shewn  by  tiie  regiment  under 
your  command  on  the  2d  of  July? 

A.  No,  much  the  reverse. 

Mqjor-generulJ.  Lcvsson  Goiver  called, 
and  examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate. 

The  Judge  y/cfrof«^f .-^Having  al- 
ready heard  the  lirst  and  second  cnarges, 
be  so  good  as  to  attend  to  the  third  and 
fourth. 

Tiie  third  and  fourth  cliarges  were 
then  read  to  Major-general  Gower. 

Q.  Major-general  Gower  will  cour 
tinue  liis  narrative  from  the  period  when 
it  was  broken  off;  namely,  from  the 
close  of  tlie  4lh  of  July  to  (he  signature 
of  the  treaty. 

A.  I  met-  Lieutenant-general  White- 
lock  according  to  his  ortier  soon  after 
six  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  5th, 
on  the  Coral  de  Miserare.  At  the  time 
appointed,  1  heai-d  him  order  Captain 
Frazer  to  open  t!ie  cannonede ;  1  re- 
mained without  any  particular  order 
being  given  to  me  until  it  was  nearly 
dark.  During  that  period,  I  heard 
Lieutenant-general  'VVhitelocke  give 
orders  to  his  qwn  aid-de-cainps  relative 
to  some  uf  the  divisions  of  the  troops; 
but  these  orders  not  having  been  parti- 
cularly directed  to  me  I  cannot  exactly 
state  what  they  were.  About  mid-day, 
I  heard  him  direct  Captain  Whittingham 
to  go  to  the  left,  and  connnunicate  with 
some  of  the  divisions  of  the  army,  After 
a  lapse  of  some  time,  Captarin  VV'hitting- 
ham  returned,  and  1  hsard  him  state  as 
part  of  the  report,  that  Sir  Samuel  Auch- 
muty  wished  a  detachment  of  artillery 
to  be  sent  to  him.  I  received  General 
Whitelocke's  directions  to  provide  that 
party,  when  ready,  with  some  of  the 
iirelocks  which  had  been  captured  in 
the  action  of  the  2d,  the  artillery-men 
having  only  their  swords.  They  were 
then  marrlied  under  the  command  of 
Serjeant  Jlamillcm  of  the  17th  dragoons, 
wlio  liad  accompanied  Captain  WhiL- 
tiiigUam  to    tlie  riaisa  de  'i'oros.  ,  ^t 


night     Lieuteriant-general     Whitclocke 
ordeied  that  all  the    staff-ollicers  who 
were   assembled  at  the   place   where  I 
was,  should  go  down  with  him   to  his 
quarters:     we  did  so;    and    remained 
there  till  day-light  the  next   morning. 
Some  time  afterwards,  I  heard  General 
'NVhitelocke  order  Captain  Wlnttinghani 
to  proceed  to  the  rigiit,   and  try  to  opea 
a  comnnmication   botli  with   the    right 
cohnnns  of  attack  and  witii  those  troops 
who  had  been  left  over  the  Chuelu.  Lieu- 
ten  int-general  Whitelocke  and  the  offi- 
cers who  were  with  him  soon  afterwards 
went  up  to  the  Coral.     At  some  ])eriod 
of  the  forenoon,  Serjeant  Hamilton  of 
the  1 7th  regiment  arrived  with  a   letter 
whicli    1  saw   him  deliver  to  General 
Whitelocke :     he  gave     it    to  Captain 
Squire  and  ordered  him  to  read  it,  and 
secondly  to  nie  with   the  same  ortler. 
It  was  in  Spanish.,  and,  to  kiie  best  of  iny 
recollection,  signed  by  General  Liniers, 
1  am  not  perfectly  master  of  the  Spanish 
language,  but  I  think  I  understand  it  suf- 
liciently  to  be  able  to  state,  that  it  con- 
tained   generally  a    description   of  the 
effect  produced  by  the  attack  of  the  pre- 
ceding day,  and  to  it  was  added  a  pro- 
posal for  the  cessation  of  hostihties,  and 
for  the  commencement  of  a  treaty,   in 
which  he  proposed  to  give  up  all   the 
prisoners  of  war  in  his  possession,  if  the 
British  troops  would  evacuate  the  river 
Plata.     1  have  to  state  th.at  this  is  from 
recollection    purely,  as  1  only  saw  the 
letter  once  at  tl^at  period,  and  I  believe 
it  contained  more.     General  Whitelocke 
soon   afterwards  informed  me,  that   lie 
intended  to  consider  that  letter,  by  say- 
ing,  that  he  would  comnumicate  with    | 
the  admiral    upon  the  subject,   and  he 
v.as  pleased  to  ask  me  whether  [  thought 
that  was   a  proper  answer.     1  ansv\  ered, 
that  1  did  not,  because  it  appeared  to  me 
that  that  was  a  tacit  acknowledgment, 
that  he  himself  was  willing  to  enter  intQ 
the  treaty  if  the  Admiral  was.     I  did  not 
suppose  he  would  take  such  a  measure 
till  he  had  personally   investigated   the 
facts,   and  had  by   his   own  oljservation 
fully  ascertained  what  further  means  of 
attack  remained  in  iiis  power.     He  then 
said,  that  it  would  at  least  be  desirable 
to  gain  a  little  time  :  I  answered,   tliat 
could  be  obtained  by  a   proposal  for  a 
cessation  of  koslilities  for  an  hour  or 
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(•>vo,  to  collrct  tiu>  vvouiulecl  who  \v(M-e 
>ii^|)orsed,  or  for  any  otlur  cause  of"  l!mt 
(li'^cription  wliirh  could  not  materially 
?iil'ct  the  genci"al  operations.  He  di- 
n  (  ted  me  to  sketch  a  letter  to  that 
(Micct,  which  I  did  immediately,  and 
<l;livered  it.  lie  said  the  slatemeiits 
Were  not  fovuided  in  fact  wiien  he  read 
it,  and  he  rejected  it  altogether,  lie 
then  directed  l.icutcnant-colonel  I'ourke, 
the  Quarter-master  Gen  rn\,  to  write  an 
answer:  when  tliat  was  done,  he  disap- 
proved of  it  as  well  as  of  mine,  lie  then 
again  called  for  tlie  original  one,  which 
I  delivered,  and  he  ordered  Lieutenant- 
<olonel  Torrens  to  make  some  alteration. 
It  was  copii-d  by  him,  and  1  believe 
sent  into  tlie  town  by  Captain  Browne, 
C'l-neral  U'hitelocke's  aid-de-camp.' 
Lieutenant-general  VVhilelocke  then  or- 
dered Colonel  Hourke  to  remain  in 
command  of  tlie  troops  whicli  were  in 
the  vicinitv  on  the  Coral,  with  some 
orders  also  for  tiiose  ui;der  Colonel 
^lahon,  whenever  they  might  arrive, 
Jind  went  iumiediately  with  all  the  other 
staff-oflicers  to  the  Plaza  de  Toros. 
AViien  arrived  at  the  Plaza  de  Toros,  he 
ordered  me  to  go  and  inspect  the  ord- 
nance generally  which  had  been  cap- 
tured, and  to  hx  upon  such  spots  as  1 
thought  most  desirable  for  batteries,  for 
hii  future  consideration.  I  was  some 
considerable  time  occupied  upon  that 
duty,  and  returned  to  him,  stating  that  I 
conceived  t!ie  best  place  for  a  battery  of 
cannon,  ii"  it  did  riot  exceed  six  pieces, 
was  the  round  building  that  had  been 
occupied  for  f  lie  buil-iights :  that  the 
nu'rtar-balterv  was  to  be  placed  with 
its  left  angle  covered  by  the  same  build- 
ing, lie  asked  me,  if  I  thought  there 
was  much  probability  of  success  in  a 
re-attackx?  I  staled,  that^there  were  but 
two  means,  and  I  did  not  think  either 
would  succeed,  'i'he  one  by  assault  had 
been  tried  with  onlv  partial  success ;  the 
second  by  bombarciment,  even  were  the 
means  in  our  power  to  the  fullest  extent, 
would,  in  mv  opinion,  produce;  very  little 
effect  upon  a  town  of  so  immense  a  size 
as  Buenos  Avres,  the  buililings  of  which 
were  elfectualiy  incombustible.  That 
there  was  but  one  British  twenty-four 
pouiider  landed,  and  th.at  a  large  pro- 
pi>rli..nof  the  captured  guns  were  spik- 
ed, or  unfit  lor  service.     Ot  the  few  that 


were  fit,  the  number  of  any  consider- 
able calibre  was  very  small ;  that  hav- 
ing seen  the  triHing  ertect  produced 
by  twenty-four  pounders  on  the  houses 
of  Monte  ^'ideo,  I  was  convinced  that 
guns  of  a  lighter  calibre  would  produce 
little  or  none  against  houses  constructed 
of  similar  materiaN,  and  nearly  on  a  si- 
milar manner  with  those  at  Monte  Video. 
1  moreover  stated  it  as  my  opinion,  from 
the  rough  estimate  which  1  had  beea 
able  to  form  of  the  loss,  that  the  number 
of  troops  remaining,  even  were  the  Spa- 
nish General  disposed  to  give  up  Cuenos 
Ayres  without  a  further  struggle,  werd 
by  no  means  adetjuate,  or  nearly  so,  to 
controul  such  a  mass  of  armed  inhabi- 
tants, and  to  bold  such  points  as  were 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  support  of 
the  British  army.  Soon  after  this.  Lieu- 
tenant-general VVhitelocke  informed  me, 
that  he  bad  sent  to  General  Liniers  to 
say,  that  he  would  order  me  into  the 
town  to  communicate  with  him  on  the 
subject  of  his  letter.  1  attended  Lieu- 
tenant-general \\'hitelocke  some  time 
afterwards  to  receive  his  orders,  and  he 
gave  me  a  variety  of  verbal  ones  relative 
to  the  points  which  I  was  to  discuss  witli 
General  Liniers.  I  reciuested  a  detailed 
written  order  on  the  subject,  but  he 
would  not  give  it  to  me.  1  believe  that 
it  was  about  three  o'clock  when  I  went 
with  a  (lag  of  truce  into  the  town. 

Q.  Maior-general  Gower  will  state  as 
nearly  as  he  can  the  orders  which  he 
received  > 

A.  I  believe  they  will  pre.sent!y  ap- 
pear very  distinctly.  There  I  met  Ge- 
neral Liniers  and  some  of  his  principal 
officers.  I  asked  Lieutenant-general 
Whitelocke  when  he  delivered  the 
orders  to  me,  whether  T  was  to  abide 
absolutely  by  tlie  points  he  had  mention- 
ed, or  whether,  without  losing  sight  of 
them,  I  might  propose  three  or  four  other 
conditions,  that  if  the  enemy  encreased< 
in  their  demands,  I  might,  without  re- 
ceding from  his  original  orders,  have 
something  to  concede  for  any  conces- 
sions tliey  might  make  on  their  part. 
The  term's  which  he  had  proposed,  and 
which  he  said  lie  would  not  recede  from 
in  any  considerable  degree,  and  to  wliich; 
I  was  to  pay  particular  r.ttention,  were 
the  possession  of  the  town  of  Nlontc 
Video  in  sovereignty^  during  the  period 
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of  four  month',  and  that  a  district  com- 
pre'neiuled  witliiii  a  line  drawn  from 
St.  Carlos  on  t!ie  west  to  Pando  on  the 
fca>t,  should  be  ron^^irlered  as  a  neutral 
country  ;  tliat  tiie  Spaniards  should 
♦lelivL-r  up  all  |)riBoners  of  war  in  their 
po>s-essioii ;  that  there  should  be  no  at- 
tempt to  prevent  the  inlroductiou  of 
supplies  into  Monte  \  ideo  during  that 
period  of  four  nionlhi;  that  the  British 
troops  should  embark  at  wiiatever  pouit 
they  sliould  select  within  ten  days,  with 
all  their  cannon  and  stores,  and  any  such 
as  thev  had  taken  from  the  enemv  that 
thev  might  chuse  to  carry  with  them; 
that  during  the  above-mentioned  period 
of  ibur  months,  tlie  commerce  of  the 
British  merchants  in  the  river  Plata  was 
to  be  perfectly  free  in  every  part  of  it. 
U  he  additional  proposition^  which  I  in- 
tended to  make,  and  which  I  submitted 
to  Lieutenant-general  \\  hitelocke,  and 
which  he  approved,  was  the  seizure  in 
sovereignty  of  a  considerable  part  of  the 
left  bank  of  the  river  Plata,  and  that  ti'.at 
country  and  the  river  Plata  should  be 
considered  as  neutral  during  the  remain- 
der of  the  war.  I  did  converse  with 
General  f.iniers  upon  each  of  these  sub- 
jects separately,  and  in  one  or  two  more 
which  he  proposed,  but  from  which  he 
receded.  Fmding  that  there  was  no 
probability  of  his  agreeing  to  the  addi- 
tional proposition,  I  receded  after  some 
time  also  from  that,  and  conlined  myself 
entirely  to  tliose  points,  relative  to  which 
I  had  received  his  ^^necial  directions. 
Late  ill  tlie  evening  I  returned  to  the 
Plaza  del  Toros,  having  taken  notes  on 
each  of  the  subjects  under  discussion, 
and  on  two  additional  subjects  which 
General  Liniers  had  proposed,  and 
which,  as  I  did  not  hnd  that  ihev  mili- 
tated aJi■ain^t  any  thing  in  the  former 
orders,  I  was  inclined  to  submit  to 
Lieutenant-general  ^^  hitelocke.  'Ihat 
lie  miglit  clearly  undi-rsland  them,  I, 
from  tiie  notes  v.  hich  I  had,  drew  out  a 
paper  in  the  form  of  articles  which  I  de- 
livered to  Lieutenant-general  AVhite- 
locke.  On  the  subsequent  day.  between 
eleven  and  twelve  o'clock,  Admiral  Mur- 
ray having  come  on  shore.  Lieutenant- 
general  Whitelocke  informed  me,  that 
it  was  their  intention  to  agree  to  a  treaty 
founded  on  the  preliminary  propositions 
which  I  had  delivered  t(^  him  Uie  pre. 


ceding  night.  On  the  succeeding  day^ 
Lieutenant-general  ^\'hitelocke  ordered 
me  to  prepare  a  treaty  v  hich  he  thea 
delivered  to  me,  with  tho>e  propositions 
that  I  had  originally  rei?eated  :  I  did  so, 
and  answered  that  it  was  in  sub>lance 
tiie  same.  1  believe  on  the  subsequent 
morning,  the  'Ji.li,  (ieneral  Liniers  began 
to  deliver  such  portions  of  the  prisoners 
as  could  move,  and  as  then  were  in  Bu- 
enos Ayres.  At  the  same  time  I  receiv- 
ed General  Whitelocke's  orders  to  com- 
municate and  co-operate  with  Captain 
Bayntun  of  the  navy,  in  the  re-embar- 
kation of  the  troops  freni  the  Plaza  de 
Toros.  On  that  service  I  continued  to 
he  emplo\  cd  till  the  night  of  the  1-th, 
when  it  was  cnmpieled. 

Q.  Perhaps  it  inight  be  as  well  if 
General  (rower  were  to  state  within  his 
knowledge,  what  orders  v^ere  given  for 
the  evacuation  of  Monte  Video  r 

A.  I  can  ^tute  that  I  was  with  the  last 
division  of  troops  that  embarked  from 
Monte  \'ideo  under  General  W'hite- 
locke's  orders. 

Q.  Were  you  with  General  Vrhite- 
locke  during  the  whole  of  the  day  of 
the  5  th  > 

A.  With  the  exception  of  a  period  of 
about  half  an  hour,  during  which  Lieu« 
tenant-general  Whitelocke  was  abseut, 
he  having  ordered  the  siarf-officers,  in 
the  presence  of  myself,  to  remain  where 
they  were. 

Q.  At  what  period  of  the  dav  was 
that  ? 

A.  I  have  not  a  specific  note  on  the 
suliject.  It  was  soiuetime  after  mid-day. 
I  remember  the  fact,  but  I  have  not  a 
specilic  note. 

Q.  Did  you  remain  with  General 
Whitelocke  during  the  whole  of  the  day, 
in  consequence  of  any  orders  you  re- 
ceived from  Jiim  that  day,  or  in  conse- 
quence of  any  previous  orders  ? 

A.  In  consequence  of  the  order  I  had 
received  the  preceding  night  to  meet 
him  that  morning  and  receive  his  or- 
ders ;  consequently  I  remained  where 
I  was,  till  I  did  receive  such  orders. 

Q.  Had  you  any  communication  with 
Lieutenant-general  Whitelocke  in  tiie ' 
course  of  the  .5th,  on  the  subject  of  hh 
and  vour  position  ? 

a:  I  had. 

Q,  Slate  what  it  was? 
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A.  Sooii  after  he  came  up,  he  said 
he  thoiiglit  that  was  a  sjood  place  to  re- 
main in  till  he  collected  his  reports,  and 
asked  me  if  I  thought  so  ?  I  said  from  its 
central  situation  it  appeared  to  me  in 
the  first  instance  as  good  as  any  otlier. 

Q.  Had  you  any  otlier  conversation 
in  the  course  of  tiiat  day  on  the  same 
sidjject  ? 

A.  Nonethat  I  recolk'ct.  I  had  very 
little  communication  with  Lieutenant- 
general  Whitelocke  on  the  5th  of  July. 

Q.  Describe  the  place  in  which  you 
remained  from  break  of  day  till  dark, 
and  its  distance  from  the  entrance  of  the 
(own,  aufl  its  comjmted  distance  from 
the  several  points  of  attack  ? 

A.  It  was  nearly  at  the  spot  from 
which  tlu-  hght  brigade  moved,  close 
to  the  entrance  of  the  two  principal 
streets  in  the  town  of  Buenos  Ayres.  Its 
exact  distance  from  the  pcints'of  attack 
a  reference  to  the  map  alone  can  shew, 
I  never  measured  it. 

Q.  State  the  names  of  the  ofllcers 
■who  remained  with  Lieutenant-general 
Whitelocke  dunng  the  5th  of  July  ? 

A.  Captains  Brown,  Forster,'  Wliit- 
tingham,  and  Douglas,  aids-de-camp  to 
General  Whitelocke ;  Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Torrens,  military  secretary  ;  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Bourke,  deputy  quarter- 
fnaster  general  ;  Lieutenant-colonel 
Bradlord,deput\  adjutant-general ;  Cap- 
tain Blake,  assistant  adjutant-general ; 
Captain  Frazer,  commanding  the  artil- 
lery ;  Captain  St-juire  commanding  the 
engineers,  Lieutenant  Costley  attached 
to  me  as  brigade-major,  and  myself.  I 
do  not  recollect  more. 

Q.  \Vill  you  state  tlie  number  and 
description  of  troops  left  as  a  reserve 
after  the  commencement  of  t!ie  attack  ? 

A.  After  the  commencement  of  the 
attack,  I  considered  al!  the  dismounted 
cavalry,  and  one  company  cf  the  88th 
regiment,  as  a  reserve. 

Q.  What  was  the  number  and  de- 
scription ? 

A.'  I  do  not  know  the  nr.mber  ;  I  have 
no  return. 

Q.  In  the  situation  in  which  rou  re- 
mained, had  Lieutenant-general  White- 
locke a  ficility  for  corannmicating  with 
the  different  divisions  of  the  army  en- 
gaged in  the  attack  ? 

A.  In  poiiit  of  distance,  I  should  Hip« 


pose  from  its  central  situation  th.nt  it 
was  best  calculated  for  that  purpose. 
As  to  facility,  all  places  were  equal,  from 
the  immense  number  of  mounted  and 
armed  men  that  were  close  to  the  troops 
in  every  situation  m  that  country. 
Adjourned. 


SEVENTEENTH  DAY. 

THURSDAY,    FEB.    18. 

The  Court  having  assembled  pursuant 
to   adjournment,   strangers  were  ex- 
cluded until   half  past    ten    o'clock, 
when  the  doors  being  thrown  open, 
and   Lieutenant-general    Whitelocke 
witii  his  attendants,  and  the  officers 
belonging  to  the  Court,  having  taken 
their  respective    stations,    the   Presi- 
dent, Sir  William  Meadows,  addressed 
the  Court  as  follows  : 
In   consequence  of  the  indisposition 
of  one  of  our  most  distinguished  m.em- 
bers  (Ceneral  Lord  Lake)   and  in  the 
hope  of  his  speedy  recovery,  the  Court 
is  adjourned  until  Monday  next  at  ten 
o'clock  precisely. 
Adjourned. 


EIGHTEENTH  DAY. 

MONDAY,    FEB., 22. 

The  Court  having  met  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment, in  consequence  of  the  death 
of  General  Lord  Lake,  the  dispos!-' 
tion  in  which  the  members  had  before 
sat,  was  changed. 

Joseph  Bnllock,  Esq.  Commissary- 
general,  attended  at  his  own  desire,  to 
explain  and  correct  some  parts  of  hif? 
former  evidence.  He  said  that  having 
before  stated  that  there  was  only  bread 
and  meat,  he  wished  to  explain  to  the 
Court  that  there  was  also  Hour  and  grain, 
besides  a  specific  quantity  of  bread,  ade- 
quate to  the  supply  of  the  whole  of  the 
army  for  four  or  five  days,  there  being 
mills  and  ovens  capable  of  grinding  ancl 
baking  it  for  the  daily  comsumption.  In 
anoth'.r  part  of  his  eviderxe  respecting 
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the  orders  he  had  received  from  the 
•  (General  on  the  march,  !ie  meant  to  >ay, 
the  orders  previous  to  marchiUji  out, 
when  the  army  halted  at  their  different 
halting  places ;  the  General  gave  him 
orders  to  collect  cattlr,  and  a  quantity 
was  driven  accordingly. 

Major-general  Gowcr  was  then  called, 
and  after  hii  evidence  of  the  preceding 
dai/  had  been  read  over,  he  ivas  fur- 
ihcr  exami)ied. 

Q.  Was  the  spot  on  which  General 
"V^'hitelocke  took  his  station  on  tlie 
ftiorning  of  the  5th  of  July,  tlv*  ground 
occupied  tlie  preceding  night  by  the 
light  brigade?  or  was  it  in  a  Ime  with 
the  out-pasts  where  that  brigade  passed, 
previous  to  commencing  the  attack  ? 

A,  It  was  immediately  in  the  rear  of 
the  houses  in  v.-hich  the  light  brigade 
"were  cantoned  the  night  before,  and  on 
the  nearest  open  ground,  which  was  a 
little  elevated  above  those  houses. 

Q.  Did  jou  hear  the  whole  of  Cap- 
Jain  Whittingliam's  report,  when  he  de- 
livered Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty's  request 
for  a  reinforcement  of  artillery -men  ? 

A.  I  am  not  sure  whether  I  did  or 
TiCt.  At  this  distance  of  time,  and  hav- 
ing no  note  of  it,  I  cannot  state  the 
whole  of  it. 

Q.  At  what  hour  was  that  report  re- 
ceived by  General  Whitelocke? 

A.  I  believe  about  two  o'clock. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  rnourh  of  the  re- 
jiort  to  enabk-  you  to  state  whether  Sir 
Samuel  Auchmutv's  requtit  was  coniined 
io  obtaining  a  reinforcement  of  artillery- 
men, or  whether  it  e.xteuded  to  other 
points  > 

4-  I  <!ifl  not.  I  have  stated  all  that  1 
-know  positively  on  that  subject. 

Q.  Did  the  report  detail  tiie  opera- 
tions in  which  Sir  Samuel  Auchinuty 
had  been  engaged,  and  did  it  state  the 
situation  in  which  liis  corps  was  at  the 
time  Captain  Whittingham  left  it  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  did  not  give  any  de- 
tail, but  that  it  described  tlic  existing 
state  of  that  corps  at  the  time. 

Q.  Is  what  you  have  stated  all  that 
you  can  remember  of  Captain  Whittiug- 
iiam's  report  on  this  subject  ? 

A.  Ves,  it  is. 

<^.  Did  Captuhi  Whittingham  specify 


the  purpc.-''  lor  which  this  reinforreniCut 
was  wanting? 

A,  1  do  not  know  whetlier  he  did  or 
not. 

Q.  With  what  escort  did  Captain 
Whittingham  proceed  to  Plaza  del  Toros, 
and  what  were  the  difficulties  he  expe- 
rienced in  going  or  returning  from 
tiience  ? 

A.  He  had  some  dragoons.  The 
number  I  do  not  know  ;  not  havingbeen 
with  him,  I  cannot  state  what  occurred 
in  the  execution  of  this  duty. 

Q.  Had  General  Whitelocke  any,  and 
what  information  of  the  different  columns 
of  the  army,  previous  to  his  leaving  the 
Coral,  and  returning  to  his  quarters  on 
the  night  of  the  5th? 

A.  1  heard  him  give  orders  relative  to. 
the  dismounted  cavalry  that  were  in  the 
front,  vvhicli  were  carried  by  his  aide-de- 
camp, consequently  I  supjjose  he  had 
comnmnication  with  them.  Except 
that  and  the  one  described  by  Captain 
Whittingham,  1  know  of  no  other  at  that 
period. 

Q.  Explain  what  regiments  you  mean 
when  you  speak  of  the  dismounted  cay 
valry.  AVere  they  part  of  the  reserve, 
or  part  of  the  original  columns  engaged 
in  the  attack? 

A.  Eour  troops  of  the  carbineers  dis- 
mounted, and  a  part  of  the  9th  light  dra~ 
goons :  these  were  what  I  before  stated 
as  considering  them  to  be  part  of  the  re- 
serve. 

Q.  Is  the  Court  then  to  xmderstand 
that  General  Whitelocke  had  received 
no  information  respectnig  any  of  thesQ 
columns  of  his  army,  engaged  in  the  at- 
tack, previous  to  leaving  the  Coral  and, 
returning  to  his  quarters  on  tlie  night 
of  the  5th,  with  the  excej)tion  of  that 
tVom  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty  and  Captain 
Whittingham? 

A.  I  knew  of  no  other  than  that  which 
I  have  stated. 

Q.  Had  the  dismounted  cavalry  been 
engaged  on  the  5lh  ? 

A.  'I'he  proportion  of  them  which  oc- 
cupied the  ground  on  which  they  relieved 
the  pickets  of  tlie  infantry,  were  more  or 
less  so  during  the  whole  day. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  name  of 
the  aide-de-camp  who  carried  ths  order 
you  have  just  nii-ntioned? 
X,  Captaitt  Fosler. 
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Q.  Were  any,  tind  what  attempts 
Jiiade  by  General  AVhitelocke  to  obtain 
information  ot  tlie  clilfereut  columns  of 
his  army,  engaged  in  tiie  attack?  and 
were  any,  and  what  attempts  made  to 
place  himself  in  communication  with 
any  of  these  colinnns  ? 

A.  [  do  not  know  any  otlier  attempt 
than  that  which  1  have  described.  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke  remained  nearly  sta- 
tionary tiie  whole  of  the  day,  except  that 
interval  of  half  an  hour  I  have  before 
spoken  of,  and  during  which  i  do  not 
know  whither  he  went. 

Q.  Vrere  any,  and  what  attempts 
made  by  General  Whiteiockc  personally, 
or  otherwise,  to  co-operate  with,  and 
support  the  diiVerent  columns  of  his 
army,  engaged  with  the  enemy  on  the 
5th? 

A.  I  have  already  slated  every  thing  I 
know  on  that  > object. 

Judge  Advocate. — I  am  desired  by 
the  Court  to  request  General  Govver 
to  give  a  direct  answer  to  the  last 
que>t!on. 

A.  I  can  only  detail  what  I  have  al- 
ready said.  I  know  of  no  other  orders 
that  were  given  on  that  subject. 

Judge  Advocate. — I'hat  we  may 
clearly  understand  how  the  evidence 
stands  witli  respect  to  General  White- 
locke's  conduct  on  that  day,  I  would 
vnsh  the  question  repeated  and  again  an- 
swered. ]  am  not  sure  that  any  thing 
wliich  General  Cower  has  said  goes  to 
shew  anv  personal  exertions  on  tlie  part 
of  General  \Miitelocke;  General  Gower 
has  not  given  a  direct  answer  to  that.  I 
merely  ask  what  he  saw  or  heard  upon 
Hie  subject ' 

^I'he  question  was  then  repeated,  and 
the  same  answer  given. 

Q.  At  what  hour  did  General  Whifc- 
locke  leave  the  cohnnus  for  the  purpose 
of  returnmg  to  liis  (.[uartei's,  on  the  night 
of  the  5th. 

A.  I  should  think  between  five  and 
six  o'clock.  !t  was  dark  almost  imme- 
diately after. 

Q.  Did  he  or  did  he  npt  do  so  in  ig- 
norance of  what  had  occurred  to  the  dif- 
ferent divisions  of  the  army  who  had 
Uien  engaged  with  the  eneiny  during 
that  day,  with  the  exception  ot  that  un- 
der Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty's  command  '; 

A.  I  believe  he  did  not  know  llje  re- 


sult of  the  attack  of  the  right  columns, 
that  include  General  Craufurd's  brigade 
and  the  4jlh  regiment.  Of  all  the  re*t 
I  have  reason  to  tS'ink  he  received  intel- 
ligence from  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty. 

Q.  State  }  our  reason  for  thinking-he 
Jiad  received  any  such  intelligence? 

A.  Because  i  had  It  arnt  the  event  of 
the  left  coluums  from  Captain  "Whitting- 
ham. 

Q.  State  where  the  head  quarters 
were  that  nigiit,  and  as  mnmtely  as  you 
can,  the  distance  Irom  tlie  entrance  of 
the  town,  and  tlie  computed  distance  of 
the  diffiiMent  points  of  attack  ? 

A.  'i'lie  distance  from  the  house  theu 
called  White's  house,  to  the  first  liouscs 
in  the  town,  1  cannot  exactly  state. 
From  the  road  close  to  it,  wfiere  the 
enemy's  guns  were  placed,  when  tli» 
light  brigade  charged  on  the  2d,  was  so 
near  to  the  first  houses  in  tlie  town,  that 
the  grape-shot  reached  very  near  to 
White's  house.  The  d::jtance  of  the 
points  of  attack,  being  the  whole  depth  of 
the  tov  n,  I  cannot  slate. 

Q.  Stare  whether  the  enemy  made 
any  attack  during  the  day  or  night  of  the 
jth,  on  the  troops  stationed  near  the  per- 
son of  General  Whitelocke,  and  the  pre-^ 
caution  taken  for  the  security  of  head 
quarters  during  the  night. 

A.  Small  parties  of  the  enemv  wcFe 
forcing  themselves  out  of  thetown'during 
the  whole  of  the  day  of  the  5th.  '^i'jie 
0th  dragoon  guards^  and  the  9th  ligh^ 
dragoons,  wereseriousi}  in  action  duriivg 
the  gre  'er  part  of  the  d:'y,  and  the  for- 
mer ccr;)3  lost  their  (irst  \:'m\  second  se- 
nior oltkers.  Mr.  \\  b.iic'.<  house  was 
occupied  as  an  hospital  as  wci!  as  head 
quarters :  5.  company  of  the  S8th  had 
been  theie  a!l  day  to  secure  the  wounded, 
to  tlie  best  of  my  recollection.  A  subal- 
tern's picket  which  was  left,  might  jiave 
been  moved  clown  to  join  them.  I  do 
not  know  wi;ether  it  was  or  not.  I 
heard  General  Whitelocke  oider  that 
one  of  the  junior  stalf  presc.it  should, 
during  the  night,  be  constantly  walking 
on  the  llat  roof  »l  the  house,  to'give  him 
notice  of  any  extraordinary  occurrence; 
I  do  not  r;-inember  any  other  particular 
precautions. 

Q.  ^\'as  the  reserve  composed  of"  the 
6t!i  ihagoon  guards,  Ql 2  ;  the  9th  ji;;]'.v 
dragoonSj  43i.' ;  the  7Qlh  lig;ht  d!,agOv>/!J» 
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mounted,  30  ;  disiuounted,  attached  to 
the  Coiniiiissary-general,  83  ;  one  com- 
pany of  tiie  88th  regiment,  60 ;  witli  a 
detachmeat  left  in  charge  of  the  regi- 
mental knapsacks,  180? 

A.  Yes ;  these  were  corps  v.-liich  I 
considered  belonging  to  the  brigade  ? 

Q.  Was  the  object  of  those  parties, 
who  from  time  to  lime  broke  out  of  the 
town,  to  attack  the  reserve  near  General 
Whitelocke,  or  to  make  their  escape  ? 

A.  There  was  a  great  distinction. 
There  was  a  considerable  force  in  action, 
and  tiieir  cavalry  were  trying  lo  make 
their  escape. 

Q.  Were  the  troops  belonging  to  the 
reserve,  which  you  state  to  have  been 
engaged  in  tlie  town  on  that  day,  engaged 
in  resisting  any  attacks  of  the  enemy  on 
them,  or  in  consequence  of  these  troops 
attempting  to  force  their  way  into  the 
town  ? 

A.  In  the  first  instance  certainlv,  the 
enemy  attacked  the  .troops  who  were 
then  stationary ;  eventually  I  heard  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke  send  an  order  to  the 
carbineers  to  charge  some  guns;  the 
cause  of  that  order  I  believe  to  have 
been  a  report  made  to  him  by  Captain 
Foster,  his  own  Aide-de-camp. 

Q.  State  the  period  at  whicii  that 
.attack  was  made,  and  what  force,  and  all 
the  circumstances  connected  with  it  to 
your  knowledge? 

A.  Tlie  hour  I  do  not  remember.  I 
was  at  some  little,  distance  from  General 
Whitelocke,  wlieii  I  saw  Captain  Foster 
come  from  the  ca.bineers,  and  he  com- 
municated sonietiiiii':^  which  I  did  not 
hear,  to  General  NV'hitelocke.  Imme- 
diately afterwards.  General  Whitelocke 
ordered  me  to  go  and  direct  the  carbi- 
neers to  charge  the  guns.  I  do  not 
know  any  otiier  circumstances  relating 
to  it.  Tlie  eneniy's  force  was  so  con- 
cealed by  buildings  and  inclosures,  I 
cannot  give  an  opinion  of  it.  It  seemed 
to  me  to  consist  of  all  the  i.iale  inhabitants 
of  tiiat  part  of  the  town,  together  with 
their  slaves. 

Q.  Did  you  see  or  hear  of  any  other 
attack  made  Ijy  tlie  enemy,  except  that 
you  have  staled  during  the  5th  ? 

A.  Tliere  were  smail  parties  of  the 
enemy  constantly  forcing  their  v.ay  out 
of  the  town,  which  kept  the  small  de- 
taciiraents  of  corps  almost  constant'/ 


firing  more  or  less.     I  do  not  know  any 
otiier. 

Q.  Did  the  object  of  these  sinall 
parties  forcing  their  way  out  of  the 
town,  a|)pear  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  at- 
tacking the  reserve,  or  to  escape? 

A.  To  escape. 

Q.  How  v,as  the  dismounted  cavalry 
armed,  and  whicii  formed  part  of  the 
reserve  ? 

A.  I'he  siyth  dragoon  guard>,  and  tlie 
9th  light  dragoons,  had  carbines  of  the 
old  pattern.  The  17th. light  dragoons 
had  some  of  the  new  pattern,  but  after 
they  were  embarked  they  were  ex- 
changed for  infantry  firelocks,  which 
were,  I  believe,  in  whole,  or  in  part, 
captured  Spanish  arms. 

Q.  State  what  passed  on  that  night  at 
head-cjuarters,  and  what  resolutions  were 
decided  on  fur  the  subsequent  day. 

A.  1  heard  Genm-al  Whitelocke  ex- 
press himself  particularly  anxious  to 
communicate  with  the  right  column  of 
attack,  and  with  the  force  under  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Mahon  ;  and  "  that  he 
should,  as  early  as  possible  in  the  morn- 
ing, employ  Captain  Whittingiiain  oa 
that  service. 

Q.  How  was  General  Wliitelocke 
employed  during  that  period?  Did 
he  eat,  or  drink,  or  go  to  bed  ?  You 
are  called  upon  to  state  every  thing  tliat 
passed. 

A.  Soon  after  dark  all  the  officers 
present  had  some  dinner.  At  an  early 
iiour,  I  don't  remember  what,  the  whole, 
except  the  oflicer  who  was  placed  on  the 
roof  of  the  house,  laid  themselves  down 
on  various  parts  of  the  lloor  to  sleep. 
They  got  up  at  time:^  during  tlie  night, 
to  see  if  there  was  any  merriment  or 
tiring  at  their  side.  Some  time  before 
day-light,  I  believe,  the  whole  of  tliem 
were  walking  about,  ready  to  receive  the 
General's  orders. 

Q.  liv  the  whole  nu:iiber  of  olTicers, 
do  vou  include  Generar\Vhitelocke  him- 
self? 

A.  I  think  I  may.-  I  think  he  did  get 
up  once  or  twice  in  the  night ;  but  as  it 
j)a^sed  in  the  dark,  it  is  not  easy  for  mu 
to  s;:\-,  aivl  not  an  easy  matter  to  sti^e 
correctly. 

Q.  How  were  the  troops  of  the  re^ 
serve  disposed  of  during  the  night  ? 

A..  To  ihq  best  of  my  recollection  alf. 
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rx'.Tpt  the  carbineers,  remainec!  in  tlie 
same  position  tliey  had  ocupied  during 
the  (lay  ;  the  carbineers  being  a  little  in 
advance  of  that  which  they  occupied  in 
the  morning. 

Q.  State  the  honr  at  which  General 
Whitelocke  left  liead-<iiiarlers  on  the 
morning  of  tlie  6th. 

A.  'lb  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
almost  immediatily  after  dny-iight. 

Q.  At  what  honr  did  he  direct  Cap- 
tain Whittinghani  to  try  and  open  a 
communication  with  the  right  colnmn  of 
attack,  and  with  the  troops  left  on  the 
other  side  the  Chue'.o? 

A.  1  believe  immediately  after  day- 
break. 

Q.  Witii  the  exception  of  the  artil- 
lery men  seut  in  consecivience  of  tiie  re- 
port bronght  by  Captain  Whittingham 
to  Sir  Samii«.l  Auchmiity,  was  this  the 
lirst  attempt  made  by  (jeneral  ^\"l!ite- 
Jocke  to  commnnicale  with  the  various 
other  columns  of  the  army,  which,  on 
the  morning  of  the  5th,  by  his  orders  had 
penetrated  into  the  town  to  aliack  the 
enemy  ? 

A.  Yes,  it  was. 

Q-  Was  this  the  first  attempt  since 
day-break- on  the  5th  to  communicate 
wit^h  the  corps  under  Colonel  Mahon } 

A.  Certainly. 

Q.  ^\'ith  what  force,  as  his  escort,  did 
Captain  Whittingham  proceed  to  per- 
form this  servicer 

A.  Some  mounted  dragoons,  and  a 
small  part  of  the  8Stn  regiment. 

Q.  State  the  hour  when  Seijeant  Ha- 
milton, of  the  17th  light  dragoons, 
brought  a  letter  from  the  Spanish  Com- 
mander to  General  Whitelecke,  and  by 
wliat  means  the  Serjeant  became  pos- 
sessed of  that  letter  r 

A.  Between  11  and  12  o'clock.  I 
understood  the  letti^r  had  been  sent  out 
with  a  flag  of  tiuce  to  tiie  Plaza  del  'ib- 
ros,  and  that  it  was  forwarded  from 
Ihence  by  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty. 

Here  a  copy  of  tJie  ht.er  was  pro- 
duced and  read,  as  follows : 

SIR, 

With  the  saqie  sentiment  of  humnnily 
Vi'hichhas  professedly  guided  voii,  1  beg 
leave  to  state  tliat,  from  Uie  occurrences 
of  the  last  evening,  I  am  fully  acquainted 
with  your  fcrce.     I  have  tljken  eighty 


odicers,  one  thousand  men,  and  have 
killed  many  more  To  s.'.ve  therefore 
any  further  clTusion  of  blood,  I  have  to 
olier  to  your  Excellency,  that  you  sball 
re-emburk  with  the  re'mainder  of  your 
army,  kavinB  Monte\'ideo  in  ourposses- 
sion,  and  we  will  return  all  the  prisoners 
now  taken,  arid  those  w  hi<  ii  were  before 
detained.  If  these  proposals  are  not 
agreed  to,  I  cannot  answer  tor  the  safety 
ot  the  jirisoners,  so  much  are  the  people 
incensed  against  the  Engli^i.  I  take 
this  opportunity  of  mentioning  that  three 
of  .my  Aid-de-camps  iiave  been  wounded, 
I  send  tliis  by  aii  English  ollicer. 

(Signed)  Elio. 

Buenos  Ayres,  5  o'clock. 

Q.  Was  this  letter  tlie  first  informa. 
tion  General  Whitelocke  received  of  tb.c 
cblisequences  attending  the  attack  of  the 
columns  the  preceding  day  ? 

A.  1  staled  that  tiicre  w  as  a  report 
from  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty  en  Uie  pre- 
ceding night,  which  I  believe  included 
all  the  columns  of  the  left  wing.  I  had 
no  knowledge  myself,  till  the  arrival  of 
that  letter,  of  what  had  happene-tl  to  the 
right  wing,  nor  do  I  know  that  General 
Whitelocke  possessed  any. 

Q.  At  what  hour  on  the  6lh  was  tlit 
letter  sent  from  Ger-.eral  Whitelocke  by 
his  Aide-de-camp,  Captahi  Browne,  pro- 
posing to  the  Spanish  General  a  cessatioa 
of  hostilities? 

A.  About  12  o'clock. 

Here  t'.ie  letter  was  put  in  and  read. 

SIR,  Head  quuTters,  12  o'clock. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  tlie  receipt  of 
your  letter,  and  you  do  me  but  justice 
in  believing  my  sentiments  in  the  cause 
of  humanity.  From  the  e.\tent  of  tire 
action,  and  the  state  of  the  wounded,  1 
should  propose  a  truce  for  four  an-d 
twenty  houi-s,  the  lines  toremain  asthev 
now  stand.  As  to  surrendering,  as  the 
army  now  is,  it  is  quite  out  of  all  ques- 
tion, having  taken  so  iiiany  prisoners.  I 
have  to  lament  your  Aide-de-camp's  be- 
ing wounded  ;  "but  these  are  casualties 
which  are  unavoidable  ;  and  I  have  to 
remark  lo  you  in  return,  that  my  Aide- 
de-camp  was  tired  at  the  whole"  of  the 
Vi-ay. 

(Signed)         Whitelocke. 
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Q.  You  hnvf  stated  that,  subsequent 
tu  the  n  turn  of  Captain  Browne,  Ge- 
■neral  AVhiteliKke,  It-aving  IJeutenant- 
colonel  Uracltoid  in  the  coiiiinaiul  of  the 
rolumn,  procetMled  with  yourself  and 
the  other  otncers  to  the  Plaza  del  I'o- 
ros  :  was  it  therefore  not  uotil  General 
Whitelotke  had  proposed  a  cessation  of 
hostilities  that  he  souglat  personally  to 
join  any  operations  oi  tiie  troops;  iinder 
liis  command,  wiio  had  marched  at  break 
of  day  on  the  preceding  morning  for  ti;e 
attack  of  the  enfcmy  in  the  low:)  of 
£ueno3  Ayres  ? 

A.  lie  iiid  not  make  any  attempt  {>er- 
sbnal!v  till  the  period  when  the  letter 
was  sent ;  but  hostilities  did  not  at  all 
cease  for  a  considerable  time  after. 

Q.  At  wh;U  liourdid  General  White- 
locke  reach  the  Piaza  del  Toros?  With 
^\kit  escort  did  he  gu?  And  did  lie 
meet  with  any,  and  wliai,  difiicuUies  on 
ins  way  thither  r 

A.  "About,  or  a  lttt!e  before,  one 
o'clock  there  were,  1  think,  two  six- 
poiniders,  with  their  complement  of  ar- 
tillery, sent  to  cover  them,  and  a  por- 
tion of  the  nir.th  dragoons  dismounted. 
There  was  alitl'e  Jiriiig  from  behind  the 
bonses  during  the  march,  but  it  was  not 
of  consecjuence.  I  do  not  remember 
aer  other  d:(yicuity. 

Q.  ilavin'j;  stated  as  an  argument 
against  further  hostilities,  that  in  the 
event  of  Buenos  Ayres  having  surrender- 
ed en  tlu-  Slh,  the  rinnaining  troops  must 
be  unable  to  controul  such  a  mass  of  in- 
nabitants,  and  to  retain  the  points  neces- 
sary to  be  occupied,  state  whether,  in 
>our  opinion,  the  natural  and  immediate 
consequences  of  surrender  would  not 
^ve  been  the  disamiing  of  the  inha- 
bitants, and  the  establishment  of  a  mili- 
tary [>o!ice,  so  eflicient  and  vigorous  as 
to  have  prevented  the  insurrection  of  an 
unarmed  peowi'- r  And  whether  the  li- 
beral aud  kind  treatment  enjoined  in  his 
^lajesty's  instructions,  would  have  at- 
4iK;hed  all  orders  of  men  to  the  British 
government  ? 

LifntciiivH-gineral  Sir  J.  Moor  — "  I 
do  not  tiiink  this  js  a  proper  tjue--iioii. 
It  is  matter  of  opinion,  and  cannot  affect 
tile  iudgment  of  the  Court  one  wav  or 
©Iher." " 

Judge    .Advocate. — "    As    General 
^ovver  lias  ^ivcn  au  opiijion  oil   tbjs 


subject  already,  and  as  I  may  Iiave  orci— 
sion  hereafter  to  nrake  remarks  upon 
the  opiiiions  of  several  of  the  witnesses, 
1  thought  it  desirable  to  have  Gc  eral 
Gowers  reasons  tor  the  opinion  nc  Has 
given,  from  which  at  i>rcsent  i  cniirely 
dissent." 

The  question  was  then  repeated, 

A.  From  the  immense  extent  of  Bue- 
ncs  Ayres,  I  believe  it  would  have  been 
imposMble  to  prevent  the  conct  alment  of 
the  greater  proportion  of  the  arms 
wliicli  were  in  the  hands  of  the  inhabit- 
ants. I  believe  the  eSlect  of  a  military  j)o- 
lice  would  have  been  trining,  as  i  am  sure 
that  no  real  good  information  could  havit 
been  obtained  which  could  have  given 
much  effect  to  the  meastires  of  that  po- 
lice. I  am  coniident  no  conduct,  how- 
ever cautious,  just,  or  humane  it  might 
have  b;.eu,  would  have  caused  the  in- 
habitants of  that  countrv  to  rel  liiqtiisli 
tlie  power  of  attacking  the  British  sol- 
diers, whenever  tiiey  might  be  inclined 
Jo  do  so;  and  I  am  conlirmed  in  it  from 
the  unanimous  op'mion  which  all  the  Spa- 
niards whom  I  ever  spoke  to  had  given 
both  of  General  Beresford  and  Sir  Sa- 
muel Anchmuty  in  their  respective  com- 
mands; and  that  it  is  an  ascertained 
fact,  that  the  people  of  Buenos  Ayres  bad 
prepared  mines  under  the  barracks  (rf  the 
71st  regiment ;  and  that  no  attachment 
or  good  will,  on  the  part  of  the  people  o» 
the  other  side  the  river,  had  been  shewn 
to  the  government  utider  Sir  Samuei 
Auchmuty,  though  the  people  in  both 
stations  expressed,  in  the  strongest  terms 
possible,  how  much  they  were  indebted 
to  Generals  Beresford  and  Auchmuty 
for  their  moderation  and  justice  in  their 
rcsi>ectivc  commands. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  the  station 
which  General  ^N'hitelocke  occupied  ou 
the  morning  of  the  jlh  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  receiving  rei;oits,  explain  what 
reports  you  meant  in  that  statement. 

A.  Those  which  I  supposed  would  b^ 
sent  by  each  of  the  officeja  in  command 
of  tiie  several  columns^ 

Q.  Do  you  meanthe  columns  engaged 
in  the  attack  t 

A.  1  do. 

A.  Tlven  how  could  General  White- 
locke  receive  these  reports  at  the  Mise-' 
rare,  or  at  any  other  station,  when  no  or- 
ders or  jiotice  had  been  giv».'n  to  tj\e  gc- 
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<>ei-als  or  officers  commamliiisf  brigades 
oi  the  station  where  Geiu'nil  Whitelocke 
was  tn  be  foiiiul  (luring  the  jth  ? 

A.  I  conceived  it  to  be  tlic  general 
custom  of  the  service,  (hat  al!  orficei-s 
entrusted  with  a  particular  branch  of  ser- 
vice should  report  the  result,  and  I 
thouglit  it  probable  they  would  do  so. 

Q.  Having  stated  tiiat,  in  answi  r  to 
General  Whitelccke's  telling  you  that 
tlie  spot  wl»ere  he  uas  was  a  good  place 
to  remain  till  he  collected  liis  reports, 
and  asking  you  whether  you  thought 
so ;  you  said  from  its  central  situa- 
tion, in  the  first  instance,  it  was  as 
good  as  any  other,  what  do  you  mean  by 
the  expression,  in  the  first  inataiicc  ? 

A.  That  if  thc-se  reports  did  not  reach 
us  in  such  an  interval  of  time  as  I  tiiought 
it  necessary  to  elapse  before  the  oflicei-s 
could  have  sent  them,  then,  had  I  been 
commanded,  I  should  by  staff  ollicers, 
or  personally,  endeavour  to  open  acom- 
,inunication  with  the  corps. 

Q.  From  the  situation  in  which  Ge- 
neral N'lhitelocke  was,  could  he  perceive 
iiow  soon  the  diderent  colunms  received 
fire? 

A.  Certainly  not.  The  houses  inter- 
^vened,  and  it  was  impossible. 

Q.  llow  soon  did  tlie  fire  of  the  ene- 
my commence  after  the  troops  nuirclied 
from  their  ground  ? 

A.  Wry  soon.     Almost  immediately. 

Q.  \Vas  it  the  firing  of  cannon,  of 
jnu.squetry,  or  of  both  ? 

A.  Of  both. 

•Q.  Was  tiie  iirir.g  violent? 

A.  Not  at  lirst ;  but  it  became  more 
&D  afterwards. 

Q.  How  long  did  it  continued 

A.  At  intervals  till  dark. 

Q.  How  soon,  and  wb«n,  did  you 
perceive  that  all  conimunication  was  cut 
oft"  between  the  coUunns  engaged  iu  the 
attack  and  the  reserve  ? 

A.  During  the  whole  day  any  small 
parties  would  have  beeji  prevented  froin 
commimicafing  v.ilh  any  of  the  points 
from  the. number  of  people  in  arms  in 
every  direction,  but  I  have  no  reason  to 
suppf>.>e  that  a  "proper  party  could  not 
have  opened  a  ccmmunicatioii  wherevet 
it  was  attemptetl. 

A.  Did  General  Whitelocke  make 
any  such  attempt,  or  consult  you  on  tlie 
propriety  of  doing  so  ou  that  day  »    • 


A.  No  other  attempt  than  that  whicli 
I  have  described  that  I  know  of.  I  tl.> 
not  recollect  that  he  ^^poke  to  me  on  the 
subject  till  a  little  before  he  sent  Captain 
^V'hittiMgilam.  As  well  as  I  can  remem- 
ber, botli  at  tiiat  period,  and  when  the 
artillery  men  were  sent  in  tiie  evening,  I 
expressed  jny  wish  to  be  ailossed  to  go  ; 
and  I  added,  that  even  if  tlieie  was  a  dif- 
ficulty of  communicalirig  with  tlie  right 
columns,  or  with  Colonel  Mahon  by 
land,  [  thought  I  might  possibU  do  it  bv 
getting  on  board  a  man  of  uar's  boat  ;it 
tiie  Plaza  tlel  'i'oros,  and  eliect  it  by 
w:iter. 

i\.  What  answer  did  General  White- 
locke make  to  that  proposal  i* 

A.  As  well  as  I  can  remember,  that 
he  should  sei;d  Captain  Whittingliam, 
and  then  he  would  decide  what  was  lo- 
be done. 

Q.  Hud  you  any  other  comnmnicatiofi 
with  General  Whitel-xke  in  the  course 
of  that  day  than  lisat  which  \ou  hav<»' 
stated  ? 

A.  I  may  have  spoken  to  him  occ^ 
sionally,  but  on  so  unimportant  subjects, 
that  I  am  not  able  to  state  au\  of  thera 
at  this  distance  of  time. 

Q.  Is  the  Court  then  to  understand 
thai  General  Wiiitelocki'  did  not  consult 
you,  as  his  second  ia  command,  011  atoy 
occasion  that  day  ? 

A.  Certaiidy  not  beyond  the  points 
whicii  I  have  already  stated.  I  do  not 
know  what  the  acceptatioa'of  the  woni 
consult  liiuy  mean,  but  notiiing  relatin* 
to  the  service  was  meiUioned  in  the  way 
of  consultation,  certainly  uolhinf<: ;  but 
allow  nje  to  state,  that  a  period  of  sevea 
iJioiiths  has  elapsed,  and  I  have  no  mi- 
nutes, nor  di<l  1  ever  think  the  subject 
would  be  investigated. 

The  Judge  Aiivocute  rcc.ipitulated  th; 
last  three  or  four  questions  and  answer?, 
and  then  proceed 'd  to  say: 

Q.  Majur-geui-ral  Gower  having  stated 
that  the  troor)s  matrhed  at  day-break  to 
attack  the  enemy  in  the  town  ;  tliat  tlie 
lire  of  the  enemy  commenced  innnc- 
diately  after ;  tlut  ail  comiuuniration  wa^ 
cut  oft"betweiMi  General  Whitelocke  ainl 
the  columns  engaged  in  the  attack;  that 
no  inrormaticn  was  received  w  hether  l!«i; 
troops  \cerc  <lefeated  or  victorious ;  did 
he,  or  did  ho  not,  as  second  in  coinmaiid, 
hold  iujy  commuiiicatioii  with  Gcuej^ 
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Whilplocke,  or  receive  any  orders  from 
him,  other  than  those  which  he  has  al- 
ready stated,  liaving  been  expressly  di- 
rected by  (Jeneral  Wliilelocke  the  day 
before  to  wait  his  orders,  no  information 
beintj  received,  except  the  report  of  Cap- 
tain Whittingham, about  three  o'clock? 

A.  None  that  I  can  recollect. 

Here  the  witness  was  about  to  relate 
the  cause  why  the  communications  were 
iH)t  more  frequent  between  him  and  Ge- 
neral Whitflocke,  wlien  the  Judge  Ad- 
vocate interfered,  and  said,  that  he  had 
felt  it  his  dutv  to  put  tJiese  queslion>  to 
General  Gower  ;  and  iiovevtr  he  might 
ditfer  in  opinion  with  him  on  the  giounds 
ofhi'^  reasons  why  no  iurther  hostilities 
should  be  carried  on,  he  took  this  ojipor- 
tunity  distinctly  to  state,  that  he  did  not 
mean  by  these  questions  to  make  any  re- 
flections upon  General  Giv.er's  conduct. 
What  he  sought  for  merely  related  to 
the  charges  against  General  Whitelocke, 
nor  did  lie  see  how  General  Wnitelocke 
was  at  all  implicated. — Were  you  then 
ever  consulted  by  General  Whitelocke 
on  the  subject  of  attempting  to  open 
any  communication  v.itii  the  dilTercnt  di- 
visions of  the  army  engaged  in  the  at- 
tack? 

A.  I  was  not. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


NIXETEEXTH  DAY. 

TUESDAY,  FEB.  23. 

The  Court  being  met  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment, tiie  Judge  Advocate  said,  th  ;t 
upon  consideration  he  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  j.nit  a  question  to  General  Gower, 
wliich  at  the  time  dd  not  appear  to  be 
material,  namely,  "  Mliether  the  cir- 
cun^stances  which  cairsed  so  little  com- 
munication between  General  Mhitelocke 
iind  (..eneral  Gower  aros^r  froni  any  thing 
tliat  (jeneral  Wiiitelocke  liad  said  or 
done  ? 

Here  General  W'litclocke  pnt  a  paper 
into  the  Judge  Advocate's  hand,  which 
he  read  as  follows : 

"  General  V»"Kitelocke  would  not  ob- 
ject to  the  Judge  Advocate  a.sking  anv 
<}ue,Uions  on  subjects  relating  to  the  m\- 
U'*ry  operations  of  the  army  under  his 


command;  but  General  Vrhitelockesub* 
mils  to  tire  Court  th.at,  although  he  has 
hitherto  caieiully  ab^.tained  from  object- 
ing to  any  questions  connected  with  mi- 
litary arrangenuTits,  yet  wliere  subjects 
of  a  private  nature  are  sougiit  to  be  gone 
into,  he  puts  himself  upon  the  wisdom 
and  dlljerality  of  tlie  Court  to  determine 
whetiier  such  are  admissible." 

Judge  ^hlrocale. — "  After  what  I  have 
already  stated,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me 
to  go  into  any  length  of  observation  in 
answer  to  this  objection,  hi  putting  this 
question  now  it  is  more  for  the  advan- 
tage of  Ger.erei  Whitelocke  than  it  could 
be  hereafter ;  because  he  will  have  the 
oppoitunity,  in  his  cross-examination,  to 
ask  such  c|uestions,  or  make  such  ani- 
madversions upon  it  as  he  may  think  ex- 
pedient. The  practice  of  courts  martial, 
and  every  other  court  of  justice,  as  far  as 
my  experience  goes,  where  an  important 
question  may  occur  in  any  stage  of  the 
proceedings,  it  is  the  usual  practice  to 
hand  it  up  to  the  Judge,  who  has  never 
made  the  slightest  difiiculty  in  putting 
it.  I  might  therefore,  in  the  future  stage 
of  the  examination,  have  this  question  put 
through  the  Court,  when  there  could  be 
no  olijection  to  it.  In  my  opinion  it  is  an 
imp  )rtant  question  for  the  Court  to  have 
answered ;  and  v\  hether  it  should  turn  out 
on  the  answer  that  the  circumstances  are 
unconnected  with  General  Whitelocke, 
tiien  the  Court  may  preclude  the  witness 
from  going  further  into  the  circum- 
stances, hut  if  it  is  connected  with  any 
thing  General  Whitelocke  has  said  or 
done  in  the  course  of  his  military  duty 
upon  this  expedition,  1  conceive  it  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  the  whole  of  the 
transaction,  or  as  much  as  relates  to  his 
conduct  on  that  occasion,  should  be  be- 
fore tjie  Court." 

Lirutinaiii-'g-'neral  Sir  John  Monrr. — 
"  1  do  not  object  to  the  time  of  putting 
the  question;  my  objection  goes  to  put- 
ting the  question  at  all." 

Heri:  the  Court  was  ordered  to  be 
cleared,  and  after  about  twenty  minutes 
deliberation.  General  Wiiitelocke's  ob- 
jection was  over-ruled,  and  tiie  question 
put  as  follows  • 

Q.  hJaving  stated  tliat  there  were  cir- 
cimistances  whicii  caused  so  little  com- 
muniraf  ion  between  General  Whitelocke 
and  yourself  during  th«  5th  of  July,  did^ 
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or  did  not  these  circumstances  arise  from 
any  thing  General  \Vhitelocke  said  or 
did? 

A.  They  arose  from  what  General 
\Vhiteloci<.e  had  said. 

Q.  State  then  what  these  things  were 
wliich  General  AVhiteloclve  had  said  wliich 
caused  so  little  communication  between 
him  and  you — the  second  iu  conmiand. 

A.  Having  consulted  me  on  a  specific 
point,  upon  which  my  opinion  differed 
from  his  wlieii  he  demanded  it,  he  said  I 
was  tln-owln^  cold  water  upon  every 
tiling  he  di_d;  but  tiuit  he  would  put  me 
to  the  test  by  a  question,  which  was,  wlie- 
thtT  all  his  acts,  as  an  officer,  in  that 
country  were  not  good?  1  replied  that 
the  inferiority  of  my  situation  prevented 
me  from  presuming  to  give  an  opinion  of 
a  Lieutenant-general  holding  a  commis- 
sion as  Commaniler  in  Chief.  He  then 
said  he  considered  me  iiis  declared  ene- 
my, and  that  he  would  supersede  me 
from  tlie  situation  I  held  as  a  staff  officer 
in  that  army.  After  a  reprimand  so  se- 
vere, I  did  not  think  myself  at  liberty  to 
propose  any  thing,  or  act  in  any  way  but 
in  obedience  to  sucli  commands  as  I 
should  receive. 

Q.  When  did  this  conversation  take 
place  ? 

A.  On  the  4th  of  July. 

Q.  About  what  hour? 

A.  It  was  at  the  period  that  he  spoke 
to  me  relative  to  summoning  tlie  town. 
It  was  in  answer  to  a  question  upon  that 
subject.     I  do  not  recollect  the  liour. 

Q.  Have  }ou,  or  have  you  not,  any 
thing  further  to  add  in  answer  to  this 
question  ? 

A.  There  was  another  part  of  the  con- 
versation which  1  considered  private.  It 
was  respecting  the  opinion  of  a  minister 
of  this  coimtry  as  to  myself,  wliich  I  do 
not  think  neciissary  to  stale. 

Cross-examined  hii  General  JVldtehcke. 

Q.  Do  you  not  recollect  your  Bri- 
gade-major, Lieutenant  Cortly,  being 
sent  to  endeavour  to  join  the  riglit  tiank, 
and  beinw  unable  to  make  his  way  pre- 
■vious  to  Captain  Whittinghani  being  sent 
to  the  left? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Were  not  the  carbineers  and  the 
ninth  ligtit  dragoons  ordered  to  advance 


about  nine  o'clock,  and  to  endeavour  to 
effect  a  communication  with  the  centre 
column  ? — And  whor(;  were  the  carbin- 
eers and  the  ninth  light  dragoons  at  the 
time  of  receiving  that  order  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  that  such  an  order 
was  given. 

Q.  There  appears  in  the  evidence  a 
little  confusion  as  to  the  different  posts 
of  the  reserve.  Slate  therefore  the  sta- 
tion of  the  different  detachments  and  re- 
giments composing  the  reserve,  on  the 
morning  of  the  3th ;  and  state  what  al- 
teration of  their  position  occurred  in  the 
course  of  the  day  ? 

A.  The  carbineers  were  ordered,  to 
the  best  of  my  recollection,  to  take  up 
the  ground  of  the  piquets  of  the  light 
brigade  when  they  moved  off.  The 
four  troops  of  the  9th  light  dragoons, 
dismounted,  were  ordered  to  alight 
on  the  riglit  of  the  carbineers.  The 
other  four  troops  of  the  9th  were 
placed  on  the  light  ground  aear  the  Co- 
ral. One  company  of  the  88th  regiment 
remained  to  cover  the  hospital  at  head 
quarters ;  the  detachment  of  the  17th  at- 
tached to  the  Commissary-general,  re- 
mained there  also,  as  it  was  the  depot  for 
provisions.  The  small  detachments  of 
corps  that  were  left  to  guard  the  parks, 
remained  in  the  positions  wliere  their 
commanding  ofricers  had  left  them,  near 
their  respective  positions.  1  he  artillery 
remained  near  the  Coral.  I  did  not  know 
where  the  mounted  dragoons  were,  their 
number  was  so  small.  I  know  of  no 
other  orders,  except  the  order  to  charge 
the  guns,  which  I  have  before  described. 
The  retreat  which  the  carbineers  were 
obliged  to  make  in  consequence  of  the 
pressure  of  the  enemy's  rire,  eventually 
left  liiem  something  in  advance  of  the 
position  from  which  they  had  moved  i.a 
obedience  to  that  order. 

Here  the  order  for  the  attack  was 
read.     (See  x^ppendix,  No.  XI.) 

Q.  Was  not  a  large  portion  of  the  9tli 
light  dragoons  with  tiie  carbineers  in  llie 
attack  to  which  you  have  alluded? 

A.  Yes ;  such  as  were  in  advance, 

Q.  Had  not  all  tiring  ceased  in  the 
town  before  the  evening  closed;  and 
were  not  ihe  riflemen  seen  on  the  top  i)i 
the  church  at  the  centre  of  the  town  a 
little  before  the  end  of  tiie  day? 

A.  All  firing  had  cettsed  at  the  tim^,. 
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and  I  heard  a  report  made  to  General 
Whitelocke  that  the  riflemen  were  seen 
in  that  position. 

Q.  State  the  distance  of  head  quarters 
from  the  ground  on  which  you  had  been 
during  the  day  ;  and  were  not  head  quar- 
ters so  situated  as  to  afford  facihty  of  foni- 
munication  or  acting  as  occasion  might 
require? 

A.  Between  four  and  five  hundred 
yards,  and  I  saw  no  degree  of  difficulty, 
by  day,  in  comniuuicating  or  acting  from 
head  quarters. 

Q.  Was  it  possible,  considering  the 
nature  of  the  environs  of  the  town,  to 
attempt  to  move  after  dark  ?  Or  was  it 
possible  to  send  any  officer  to  procure 
information,  or  open  any  communication 
during  the  night? 

A.  The  whole  of  the  environs  were 
divided  into  squares,  the  faces  of  which 
were  140  yards.  The  multiplicity  of 
roads,  there  being  one  road  to  each 
square,  would  certainly  have  rendered 
it  a  mere  matter  of  accident  if  an  officer 
should  reach  any  given  point  to  which 
he  was  ordered  by  night. 

Q.  Did  not  the  head  quarters  con- 
stantly remain  at  ^\'hite's  house  from  the 
3d;  and  was  not  the  reserve  stationed  in 
the  front  of  it,  thereby  indicating  its  be- 
ing head  quarters  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  more  considerable 
opening  in  the  front  of  our  head  quarters 
than  in  any  other  part  of  that  neighbour- 
hood ? 

A.  There  was  a  square  immediately  in 
front  of  head  quarters,  which,  though 
marked  out,  was  neither  cultivated  nor 
fenced.  The  wiiole  of  the  Coral,  till  the 
entrance  into  tiie  street,  was  also  open. 
I  take  the  liberty  to  add  what  I  conceive 
to  be  the  environs  of  the  town :  tlie  whole 
of  Buenos  Ayres  was  laid  out  in  streets 
at  right  angles  ;  and  from  its  increase  of 
inhabitants,  a  considerable  portion  of 
ground  was  marked  out  for  building, 
which  was  the  caiise  of  the  number  of 
squares  that  surrounded  tlie  town  to  a 
great  extent,  and  which  I  considered  as 
the  environs. 

Suestioned  by  the  Court. 

Q.  General  Whitelocke  having  been 
informed  that  the  enemy  nitendccl  to  de- 


fend the  town  by  barricading  the  streets, 
and  occupying  the  tops  of  the  houses,  do 
you  know  what  induced  General  White- 
locke to  order  the  troops  to  march  with 
unloaded  arms  r 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  wliat  number  of 
tools  were  allotted  to  the  troops  for  forc- 
ing open  the  houses,  and  breaking  down 
the  l)arrIcadoes  in  the  streets  ? 

A.  I  do  not.  I  think  they  were  dis- 
tributed by  the  Quarter-' laster-general. 
Lieutenant- colonel  Bourke. 

Q.  ^Vt  the  time  Captain  Whittingham 
brought  the  message  from  Sir  Samuel 
Auchmuty,  was  it  under  consideration  be- 
tween General  Whitelocke  and  yourself 
whether  either  of  you  should  go  to  Sir 
Samuel  Auchmuty's  post  and  judge  on  the 
spot  whether  it  would  be  advisable  to  give 
further  assistance  to  that  corps  ? 

A.  Not  that  I  can  recollect. 

Q.  Were  any,  and  wliat  wounded, 
brought  to  White's  house  in  the  night, 
or  in  the  forenoon  of  the  5th,  during  the 
time  General  Whitelocke  was  there  ? 

A.  Several  of  the  carbineers,  and  some 
of  the  9tli  light  dragoons,  with  a  few  ar- 
tillerymen. 

'Huesiioned  l»j  Lord  Cathcart. 

Q.  Was  there  any,  and  what  period 
of  the  jth  of  July,  at  which  the  position 
of  General  Whitelocke  might  have  been 
changed  to  advantage? 

A.  I  think  it  might,  after  the  middle 
of  the  day,  for  by  going  io  the  Plaza  del 
Toros,  although  it  would  have  increased 
the  distance  from  the  light  column,  and 
Colonel  Mahon,  it  would  have  afforded  a 
possibility  of  communicating  by  water. 

Q.  Having  given  your  opinion  that 
the  bombardment  of  the  town  would  not 
have  any  effect,  state  your  reasons  for 
such  a  supposition,  and  whether  it  arose 
from  an  expt-riment  made  with  a  twenty- 
four  pounder  on  the  houses  of  Monte 
Video  ? 

A.  I  believe  1  did  not  say  that  it  would 
have  no  efiect.  1  tliink  I  said,  no  con- 
iiderahle  tifcct.  To  the  rest  of  the  ques- 
tion, ^rowi  an  experiment  vrade  at  Monte 
f  ideo,  I  say  yes,  in  a  great  degree. 

Q.  Were  you  acquainted,  on  the 
morning  of  the  t)th  of  July,  that  the  ad- 
miral had  embarked  the  heavy  ordnance 
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ready  for  landing,  and  that  the  gnn-boats 
were  ready  to  cover  such  landing  r 

A.  After  my  arrival  at  the  Plaza  del 
Tores,  (  saw  tiie  gun-l)oats  close  in  shore. 
I  do  not  know  of  any  other  ordnance 
ready  to  land,  except  the  one  2i-poiinder 
which  1  saw  on  the  beach.  It  was  landed 
under  cover  of  the  iiigh  gronnd  of  the 
Piaza  del  Toros,  and  therefore  did  not 
want  any  assistance  or  cover  from  the 
gun- boats. 

Q.  At  what  period  of  the  day  on  the 
4th,  was  it  communicated  to  General 
^\  hitelocke  tliat  General  Craufurd  and 
Lieutenant-colonel  Duff  had  surrendered 
to  the  enemy  ? 

A.  I  think  it  was  asserted  in  General 
Liniers'  letter.  I  did  not  feel  that  the 
fact  was  ascertained  till  I  heard  it  from 
General  Auchmuty,  and  he  had  derived 
his  information  .from  Captain  Carrol  of 
the  8Sth,  who  had  come  out  with  a  flag 
of  truce  to  that  elfect. 

Q.  Having  been  informed,  and  find- 
ing the  information  true,  that  the  flat 
roofs  u  ere  occupied,  to  the  great  annoy- 
ance of  the  troops,  why  was  not  an 
attempt  made,  at  tiie  commencement  of 
the  attack,  to  set  tire  to  the  houses,  or 
was  it  ever  suggested  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  would  be  impossible  to 
set  lire  to  houses  constructed  as  these 
were. 

Q.  Was  General  Whitelocke  ac- 
quainted with  the  situation  of  Colonel 
Mahon's  corps  at  the  time  he  agreed  to 
open  a  treaty  with  the  Spanish  General? 

A.   I  am  not  sure  ;  1  think  he  was. 

Q.  Wiiat  was  the  distance  from  the 
Plaza  del  Toros  to  the  water  side,  where 
the  24-pomider  was  landed;  and  had 
you  not  tlien  a  communication  from  the 
Plaza  del  Toros  with  the  shore  ? 

A.  About  300  yards.  The  commu- 
nication there  was  principally  open. 

Q.  Wiiere  was  the  main  body  of  the 
army,  and  how  stationed,  in  the  evening 
of  the  6th,  and  w  hat  distance  from  the 
Plaza  del  I'oros  r 

A.  I  had  not  an  opportunity  of  ob- 
serving at  that  time,  being  in  the  fort 
with  a  flag  of  truce. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  any  Spanish 
army  was  in  the  country  which  might 
have  come  in  a  few  days  to  the  assistance 
ef  Buenos  Ayres.> 

A.  I  have  understood  that  the  whole 


population  in  that  vicinity  not  engaged 
in  the  defi'iiceof  the  town  was  assembling 
to  assist  liiem. 

Q.  Might  not  the  roads  leading  froni 
tlie  country  to  Buenos  Ayres  have  been 
re-occupied  by  the  British  troops  so  as 
to  prevent  a  supply  of  provisions  being 
brought  to  the  town? 

A.  It  was  impossible,  with  the  num- 
ber of  British  troops  present  before  Bu- 
enos Ayres,  from  the  extent  of  the  town, 
to  prevent  or  interdict  any  supplies  that 
they  miglit  chuse  to  make. 

Q.  How  many  main  roads  are  there, 
to  your  knowledge,  leading  from  the 
country  into  tiie  town  ? 

A.  The  number  is  very  considerable. 
To  some  distance  from  the  squares  before 
described,  there  are  four  or  five  which  I 
know  of.  From  a  point  in  the  rear  of 
Mr.  White's  house,  between  that  and 
the  Chuelo,  after  the  squares  cease,  how 
many  there  are  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Recolita  I  cannot  so  exactly  tell. 

Q.  Was  not  the  position  of  the  army 
on  the  6th,  with  the  ordnance  intended 
to  be  kuuled  by  Admiral  Murray,  such 
its  could  have  resisted  every  effort  of  the 
Spanish  forces  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  what  ordnance  Ad- 
miral Murray  had  directed  to  be  landed. 
I  do  not  think  on  the  6th,  that  the  enemy 
could  have  made  any  impression  of  <:on- 
sequence  on  the  British  forces. 

Q.  Is  the  Court  to  understand  that 
you  were  made  acquainted  with  the  situ- 
ation of  Colonel  Mahon's  corps  when  you 
were  iirst  sent  to  treat  with  the  enemy? 

A.  1  do  not  exactly  recollect  whether 
Captain  AVhittingliam  had  returned  at 
that  lime  or  not.  1  think  he  had,  and 
that  he  had  reported  that  Colonel  Mahon 
was  on  the  march  towards  the  Plaza  del 
Toros. 

Brigadier-general  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty 
called. 

The  third  and  fourth  charges  being  read 
to  him,  he  was  directed  to  proceed  in 
his  narrative,  from  the  morning  of  the 
5th  J  illy  to  the  close  of  the  transac- 
tions at  Buenos  Ayres. 

Sir  Samuel  Aachmntii. — Before  the  ap- 
pointed hour  for  the  attack,  I  visited  the 
diflcrent  divisions  of  my  brigado,  aud 
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found  them  posted  as  directed  the  even- 
ing before  by  the  Quarler-nxaster-gene- 
ral.  1  then  took  my  btution  on  the  right 
wins;  of  the  87t(',  the  centre  regiment  of 
my  brigade.  Having  been  directed  to 
detach  tiie  38ih  regiment,  w  hich  was  the 
only  corps  that  was  not  disided,  on  tlie 
signal  being  made  of  a  cannonading  trom 
the  centre,  we  advanced  without  any  op- 
position between  one  and  two  miles. 
There  were  two  streets  between  the  left 
wing  and  t!ie  87th  regiment,  and  the 
Plaza  del  Toros.  I  consequently  ex- 
pected to  leave  that  post  considerably 
to  mv  left.  The  day  iiad  not  sutHciently 
dawned  to  see  any  objects  at  a  distance, 
nor  had  a  shot  been  tired  at  us  till  we 
were  suddenly  assaulted  by  a  discharge 
of  grape  from  one  or  two  guns  (tlie  latter 
I  believe)  in  our  front  'Fhough  the  (ire 
was  extremely  destructive,  particularly 
on  the  grenadiers,  thecolunm  still  pushed 
on:  and  when  a  heavy  lire  of  musquetry 
opened  upon  us  from  a  building,  which 
I  afterwards  found  was  the  I'laza  del  To- 
ros, and  which  contained  about  a  thou- 
sand men,  the  column  remained  for  some 
time  exposed  to  this  tire,  still  desirous  to 
advance.  The  rear  of  the  column  now 
commenced  a  firing,  which  made  the  si- 
tuation of  those  in  hont  more  dangerous. 
At  length  it  began  to  iiover  and  fall  back. 
At  this  inonient  Lieutenant-colonel  But- 
ler, with  the  other  officers,  all  of  wiiom 
behaved  with  the  utmost  gallantry,  cx- 
fy-ted  themselves  to  stop  ttie  men,  and 
to  induce  them  to  follow  me  in  an  at- 
tempt to  get  into  a  garden  on  the  right 
of  the  street,  in  which  they  succeeded, 
snd  we  penetrated  into  the  next  parallel 
street  to  the  right  of  the  one  we  had  left. 
In  advancing  along  this  street  we  found 
a  deep  water  course  riinniiig  through  the 
centre  of  il,  which  fortunately  sheltered 
us  from  the  tire  of  the  Plaza  del  Toros, 
which  was  still  very  heavy.  This  street 
led  us  to  the  river,  where  we  occupied  a 
large  house,  and  collected  the  remains 
of  my  column,  as  well  as  ihe  left  column 
of  tlie  right,  \*  hich  had  also  been  led  to 
the  front  of  the  Plaza  del  Toros,  and 
which  had  suffered  equally,  if  not  more 
severely,  than  my  right,  and  behaved 
with  ecjua!  gallantry,  having  been  obliged 
to  pursue  the  same  course,  and  to  join 
i)s.  During  this  service  the  regiments 
killed  numbers  of  the  enemy,  and  took 


about  a  hundred  prisoners,  with  tiiree 
tield  pieces.  I  now  saw  tiie  colours  of 
the  5th  regiment  planted  on  the  tower  of 
.St.  Cataliua,  which  leaving  me  secure  on 
my  right,  I  sent  detached  parties  to  my 
rear  to  clear  the  houses  on  the  heights 
which  tlie  enemy  were  firing  from,  and 
winch  looked  dou  n  upon  my  post.  Du- 
ring this  service,  I  heard  a  firing  on  my 
lett,  which  convinced  me  that  the  3Sth 
regiment  was  approaching  ;  apd  soon  af- 
terwards the  heights  in  my  rear  were 
evacuated  by  the  enemy.  A  communi- 
cation with  the  33th  regiment  was  now 
practicable.  I  found  that  gallant  and 
highly  disciplined  corps,  under  Major 
Nugent,  well  advanced  in  the  attack  of 
the  Toros.  \\  hen  I  joined  them  he  was 
in  possession  of  most  of  the  enemy's  ar- 
tillery, and  all  tkeir  stores  and  buildings, 
except  tiie  Toros  itself,  wiiich  still  kept 
up  a  very  heavy  fire  ;  but  Major  Nugent 
had  brought  up  a  tweh  e-pounder,  which 
was  siieltered  by  the  angle  of  a  house,  to 
bear  close  upon  it.  A  detachment  of  the 
S7th  invested  it  on  the  other  side.  Find- 
ing that  the  place  must  immediately  sur- 
rencU-r,  and  desirous  that  Major  Nugent 
should  have  the  honour  of  riiiishing  what 
he  had  so  judiciously  begun,  and  anxious 
to  examine  the  post  occupied  by  the 
5lh,  I  left  the  tower  immediately  after, 
and  about  nine  o'clock  it  surrenderedj, 
on  v-hich  I  returned  and  ordered  the 
87th  into  it.  After  making  a  few  hasty 
arrangements,  I  proceeded  through  the 
streets  to  the  convent  of  St.  Catalina,  and 
joined  the  right  wing  ot  the  6lii.  The 
left  wing  of  iliat  corps  was  advanced  to- 
wards ihe  .i6th.  Soon  after  my  arrival, 
an  oificcr  came  to  me  from  Brigadier- 
genera!  Luniley,  acquainting  me  that  the 
enemy  were  in  force  near  him  ;  liiat  the 
left  wing  of  the  8';:a,  and  he  believed  the 
ri^ht  wing,  were  made  prisoners,  and  he 
was  desirous  of  receiving  any  orders  I 
might  give.  1  recommended  to  him,  if 
he  had  not  or.iers  to  the  contrary  trom 
his  sui-erior  officer,  to  remain  at  his  post 
as  long  as  he  could  with  safety ;  but,  if 
hard  pressed,  to  fall  hack  on  tlic  5th,  to 
whom  I  shuuld  i^ive  orders  to  place 
themselves  under  his  command.  I  tiien 
acquainted  the  commanding  oflicer  of 
the  5th,  that  I  should  return  to  the  To- 
los,  to  put  that  pla- e  in  a  state  of  de-  i 
fence,  and  should  General  Luniley  join 
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^im  with  the  36th,  to  inform  the  General 
that  I  wished  the  two  regiments,  it  hard 
pre>sed  by  the  •■neiJVy,  and  in  daiig.r  of 
oeiiit;;  surruinKlcd,  to  join  me  at  th'.-  Plaza 
del  'i'qros,  delaying  as  long  as  possible, 
that  I  might  tiave  time  to  make  arraiige- 
ineiits  lor  its  security.  1  found  some 
ditiiculty  in  returning  to  the  Toros,  scat- 
tered parties  of  the  enemy  being  in  the 
streets,  and  firing  from  tiie  houses.  Early 
in  tiie  torenoon  General  lj.in\ley  joined 
nie  with  the  jth  and  36th,  iiaving  met 
with  much  opposition  from  the  enemy, 
in  retiring  from  the  posts  they  occupied, 
and  which  were  considered  as  no  longer 
tenable. 

During  all  tliis  time  I  was  ignorant  of 
the  station  or  intentions  of  the  General, 
nor  coukf  1  venture  with  safety,  as  I  had 
no  cavalry,  to  detach  a  small  party  to  re- 
port to  him,  had  1  even  known  his  sta- 
tion. At ,  lenalii,  about  four  o'clock, 
Captain  WJiitlingham  came  to  me  from 
head  quarters  :  lie  acquainted  me  that 
the  General  in  Chief  and  General  Gower 
were  at  the  ground  they  before  occu- 
pied; that  the  General  was  ignorant  of 
the  situation  of  any  of  the  columns,  and 
had  sent  iiim  to  procure  what  informa- 
tion 1k^  could.  After  detailing  to  him 
the  occurrences  of  the  day  as  far  as  I 
was  acquainted  with  them,  1  desired  him 
to  assure  tlie  General  that  I  was  under  no 
apprehensions  for  the  satety  of  the  post; 
that  I  had  opened  a  communication  with 
the  shipping,  but  that  1  was  in  want  of  an 
artillery  officer,  and  some  men  of  that 
corps.  1  recommended  to  him,  if  the 
events  on  the  right  of  the  town  permit- 
ted, to  join  me,  and  make  my  post  his 
head  cjuarters.  Early  in  the  evening  I 
received  a  second  message  from  the  Ge- 
neral, directing  me  to  detond  tlie  post 
during  the  night,  assuring  me  that  he 
would  communicate  with  me  the  next 
morning,  and  informing  me  that  he 
had  sent  sixteen  artillerymen  to  join  me,' 
but  that  there  was  no  commissioned  of- 
ficer attached  to  the^e  men.  The  next 
morning  a  letter  from  General  Liniers, 
■addressed  to  the  Coinmaniler  of  the 
forces,  was  received  at  the  out  posts,  and 
a  message  from  that  General,  acquaint- 
ing me  that  he  should  abstain  from  hos- 
tilities till  twelve  o'clock,  waiting  the  Ge- 
jieral's  answer,  provided  these  hostilities 
ceased  at  the  dilferent  posts.     In  reply  I 


informed  him  I  should  send  this  letter 
with  a  ilag  to  General  Whitelocke,  and 
should  abstain  from  firing  on  the  town, 
provided  [  sliould  remain  uiimwlested; 
but  that  i  had  no  authority  over  the  other 
parts  of  the  army.  By  noon  General 
Wiiitelocke  and  General  Gower  came  to 
the  Plaza  del  Toros,  when  the  General 
was  jjleased  to  shew  me  the  communica- 
tion from  General  Liniers,  and  conliden- 
tially  to  ask  my  opinion  about  acceding 
to  the  terms  it  proposed.  When  I  re- 
flected on  the  unpleasant  situation  in 
which  the  army  was  placed ;  that  all  the 
light  infantry  and  riflemen  were  prison- 
ers ;  that  upwards  of  half  the  troops  ori- 
ginally engaged,  were  now  either  killed, 
wounded,  or  prisoners,  exclusive  of  the 
4jth,  who  were  shut  up  by  the  enemy  ; 
that  the  remainder  were  fatigued,  with- 
out confidence,  and  exposed  to  the  most 
inclement  season  of  the  year  without 
blankets,  great  coats,  or  a  change  of  ne- 
cessaries, which  at  such  a  time  must  be 
productive  of  great  sickness  ;  when  I 
reflected  on  the  scattered  state  of  the 
troops,  aRd  the  probability  that  Colonel 
Mahon's  detachment,  the  only  unattached 
or  uufatigued  part  of  the  army,  or  the 
troops  left  on  the  Aliserare,  by  the  Ge- 
neral, might  be  spiritedly  attacked  by 
the  whole  force  of  the  enemy ;  when  I 
adverted  to  the  difficulty  ot  procuring 
ordnance  stores,  and  provisions  from  the 
fleet,  as  none  of  the  ships  could  approach 
witliin  seven  miles  of  the  shore,  and  the 
river  at  that  season  so  very  tumultuous, 
and  frequently  not  navigable;  when  I 
considered  tiie  loss  w  liich  we  must  inevi- 
tably sustain  if  hostilities  recommenced, 
from  a  people  elated  with  their  brilliant 
success  ;  the  dilficuity  of  burning  or  de- 
stroying the  town  with  our  artillery  (for 
the  iiouses  are  all  built  of  brick,  with  ter- 
raced roofs,  no  wood  emploved  in  their 
construction,  and  the  bricks  so  soft,  that 
the  shot  penetrated  without  shaking 
them)  ;  wh.en  1  adverted  to  th;-  difif- 
cuity  of  making  a  retreat,  and  that  we 
must  leave  four  thousand  of  our  best 
troops  in  tiieir  poss;ssion ;  and  to  the 
daiigev  that  must  succeed  even  the  ca|)- 
tvue  of  the  place,  for  our  numbers  would 
then  have  been  totally  unable  to  keep  it; 
when  I  turned  to  the  situation  in  wliich 
Monte  \'ideo  was  lelt,  with  a  garrison 
unequal  to  maiiUaiu  it,  without  advert- 
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ing  at  all  to  the  inhabitants ;  without  any 
}jope5  of  a  reinforcement,  (for  the  troops 
wliich  were  expected  from  England  were 
supposed  to  have  borne  away  for  the 
West  Indies  ;)  when  1  weighed  all  these 
circumstances,  and  was  persuaded  that 
Monte  Video  could  only  be  maintained 
supposing  the  army  could  have  effected 
their  retreat ;  their  provisions  from  the 
ships,  or  from  the  country,  would  cer- 
tainlv  have  been  sho;t;  but  more  parti- 
cularly when  I  called  to  mind  the  de- 
claration of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  and 
their  instructions  to  General  Whitelocke, 
that  tiie  possession  of  the  country  could 
not  be  an  object,  unless  it  could  be 
maintained  by  a  force  which  I  know  by 
experience  was  very  insufficient  for  that 
purpose,  I  had  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  if  better  terms  could  not  be  obtain- 
ed, and  a  period  of  six  months  given  for 
the  evacuation  of  Monte  \'ideo,  with  a 
facility  to  the  merchants  to  dispose  of 
their  goods,  it  was  my  opinion  they 
should  be  acceded  to.  The  General 
immediately  called  to  General  (jcwer, 
and  acquainted  him  that  I  was  of  tlie  same 
opinion  v.  ilh  them  both,  upon  which  Gen. 
Gower  observed  to  me  that  he  had  object- 
ed to  any  answer  bei)ig  returned  till  the 
Plaza  del  Toros  should  be  examined  ; 
but  finding  that  the  pusseS'>ion  of  it  by 
no  means  insured,  or  even  greatly  faci- 
litated the  capture  of  the  place,  he 
thought  it  would  be  prudent  to  enter 
into  negotiation.  Ger.eral  Gower  was 
then  sent  into  the  town,  and  returned  in 
the  evening,  saving  that  a  period  of  two 
months  for  the  evacuation  of  Monte  Vi- 
deo was  positively  insisted  on,  and  he 
believed  would  not  be  rescinded.  The 
General  then  determined  to  accept  the 
terms,  and  a  treaty  was  concluded,  a 
copy  of  which  I  first  saw  on  my  return 
to  England. 

Examined  bj  the  Judge  advocate. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  number  of  en- 
trenching tools  in  possession  of  your  co- 
lumn on  the  morning  of  the  3th  of  July  ? 

A.   I  do  not  know  of  any. 

Q.  Can  you  state  what  number  of  ar- 
tillery and  artillerymen  were  attached  to 
■\or.r  column  on  the  morning  of  the  5th, 
and  how  the  soldiers  of  that  corps  were 
employed  ? 


A.  I  had  neither  artillery  nor  artillery- 
men witii  me,  nor  do  I  know  how  the 
corps  was  employed  further  than  the 
cannonading  the  streets  as  a  signal  to 
advance. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  you  received 
two  messages  from  General  Wiiitelocke 
in  the  course  of  the  5lh  ;  by  whom  were 
these  messages  conveyed? 

A.  The  messages  were  given  in  a  ijote 
from  the  General's  secretarv,  and  con- 
veyed by  a  quarter-master  of  dragoons, 
if  I  recollect  right. 

Q.  As  you  have  stated  that  Captain 
Whittingham  came  to  you  about  four 
o'clock,  when  you  received  for  answer 
that  General  Whitelocke  thougiit  it  ex- 
pedient to  comply  with  your  recom- 
mendation to  make  the  Plaza  del  I'oros 
liis  head  quarters,  had  he  thought  proper 
so  to  do,  would  he,  or  would  lie  not  have 
reached  the  Plaza  del  Toros  soon  after 
"^ix  o'clock  on  the  jth  ? 

A.  I  really  think  he  might. 

Q.  Do  you  know  with  what  escort 
the  quarter-master  reached  the  i*laza 
del  Toros  ? 

A.  He  had  sixteen  artillerymen  with 
him.  I  do  not  know  what  other  escort, 
or  whether  he  had  any. 

Q.  How  could  Colonel  Mahon's  corps, 
with  the  troops  of  the  Coral,  be  attacked 
by  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  if  the 
British  troops  occupied  the  Plaza  del 
lores,  and  the  Residencia  ? 

A.  I  neither  heard  the  liring  nor  the 
attack  made  on  the  8Sth  regiment,  that 
were  close  to  me  in  the  rear  of  General 
Craufurd's  brigade,  both  of  which  were 
closer  to  me  than  the  troops  under  Co- 
lonel Malion.  The  regiments  1  had  witli 
me  at  the  Plaza  del  'i'oros  had  been  so 
scattered  and  destroyed,  I  did  not  col- 
lect more  than  twelve  hundred  thatnight, 
wiiich  force  was  insufficient  for  detaching 
a  force  to  the  Ke>idencia,  which  1  un- 
derstood was  shut  up. 

Q.  \\  hence  did  you  derive  your 
information  as  to  the  right  ilank,  and 
their  occupation  of  the  Residencia,  or 
that  the  Residencia  was  shut  up  in  the 
course  of  the  6th? 

A.  I  cannot  call  to  mind  when  or  how 
I  heard  of  it. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow. 
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TWENTIETH  DAY. 

\A'ednesdav,  Feb.  24. 

The  Court  being  assembled  pui-suant  to 
adjourmneiit,  Brigadier-general  Sir 
Samuel  Auclimuty  was  called  and 
further  examined. 

Sir  Samuel  Jndinniti/. — "  Before  I 
proceed,  I  beg  the  indulgence  of  the 
C^ourt  to  allow  me  to  add  to  that  part 
of  my  evidenceofyesterdav,  where  I  had 
stated  that  I  recommended  to  tiie  Lieu- 
tenant-general, to  join  me  at  the  I'laza 
den'oros,  and  make  that  position  hishead 
quarters,  tlie  words  following  ;  '  and  not 
to  liurry  himself,  as  my  post  was  secure, 
but  to  wait  and  know  the  events  of  the 
night,  and  tiie  situatwn  of  the  right 
wing.'  " 

Judge  Adrocutt;. — Let  this  be  added 
to  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty's  former  evi- 
dence. 

The  order  for  the  attack  (as  adverted 
to  yesterday)  w-a>  then  read. 

Q.  Were  tliese  orders  complied  with, 
as  far  as  related  to  the  corps  under  your 
command } 

A.  They  were  complied  with,  as  far 
as  circumstances  would  permit. 

Q.  Did  tiie  troops  proceed  with  un- 
loaded arms  ? 

A.  I'hey  were  unloaded  as  we  ad- 
vanced. 

Q.  You  liave  stated,  that  in  your 
report  to  General  Wiiitelocke,  through 
Captain  ^^'hittiilgham,  you  desired  to 
ihave  an  artillerv  oflicer  and  some  men 
isent  to  you,  and  that  sixteen  men  were 
iisent,  but  no  oflker.  Do  you  know  why 
the  General  did  not  send  an  officer  with 
these  men? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  any  reason 
was  given. 

Q,  \'ou  said,  that  among  the  reasons 
which  induced  you  to  enter  into  a  ne- 
gociation  on  tlie  terms  proposed  by  Ge- 
neral I  jniers,  one  was,  that  the  troops 
were  fatigued  and  without  conlldence. 
!pxp!ain  what  you  meant  by  the  term, 
[without  confidence  ? 

A.  The  Court  may  more  easily  con- 
ceive than  I  can  express,  what  1  meant 
by  the  words  want  of  confidence.  Tlie 
troops  certainly  were  entirely  without 


confidence  at  the  time  I  am  speaking  of, 
many  of  them  were  speaking  in  terms 
highly  improper,  but  which  we  could 
not  take  notice  oi.  By  want  of  confi- 
dence, I  mean  want  of  confidence  in  their 
genera!. 

Q.  Had  your  knowledge  of  tliis  want 
of  confidence  of  the  troops  i,n  their  ge- 
neral expressed  in  the  manner  you  have 
described,  a  considerable  share  in  de- 
ciding you  to  approve  of  the  abandon- 
ment of  those  advantages  which  the 
troops  had  gained  at  Buenos  Ayres,  and 
also  giving  up  the  strong  post  of  Monte 
Video  ? 

A.  It  certainly  had  some  share  in  in- 
ducing me  to  recommend  the  giving  up 
of  Monte  Video.  As  to  tlie  advantages 
gained  at  Buenos  Ayres,  having  pur- 
chased them  so  dearly,  I  cannot  consi- 
der them  as  such. 

Q.  If,  instead  of  that  want  of  confi- 
dence, you  had  found  the  troops  full  of 
confidence  in  their  general  on  the  6th, 
and  that  you  had  reason  to  think  that 
well  placed,  shovild  you  have  thought 
yourself  justified  in  recommending  thr 
abandonment  of  Monte  Video,  under  the 
circumstances  in  which  you  were  then 
placed  r 

A,  I  should  have  hesitated  much,  but 
I  still  think  I  should. 

Q.  If  Lieutenant-general  Whitelocke's 
instructions  were,  not  to  abandon  Monte 
Video  except  in  case  of  necessity,  are 
you  of  opinion  that  that  case  of  necessity 
had  arrived,  in  a  military  point  of  view, 
to  iustify  tiie  abandonment  of  Monte 
Video  on  the  6tli  July  ? 

A.  If  General  Whitelocke's  orders 
were,  not  to  abandon  Monte  Video,  but 
in  case  of  necessity,  1  do  think,  in  a  mi- 
litarv  view,  that  necessity  had  arrived, 
if  better  terms  could  not  bi:  obtained. 

Q.  Are  you  then  of  opinion  that  the 
British  forces  at  Buenos  Ayres,  on  the 
6th,  together  witli  the  garrison  left  at 
Monte  Video,  were  not,  in  a  military 
point  of  view,  sufficient  to  retain  the  pos- 
session of  Monte  Video? 

A.  A  much  less  number  of  men  could 
have  retained  Monte  Video,  had  the) 
been  then  in  garrison  there. 

Q.  is  it  your  opinion  that  the  garrison 
could  not  have  been  supplied  with  pro- 
visions, either  from  tiie  country',  or  by- 
means  o;  the  shipping? 
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A.  T  am  most  deciderlly  of  opinion  that 
the  country  wouid  have  been  shut  from 
them,  and  tiiey  must  consequently  liave 
been  supplied  from  the  shipp!:;g,  nor  do 
I  see  \v!iy  the  shipping  could  not  have 
found  means  to  supply  provisions  to  the 
gi'.vrison. 

Q.  How  then  miqht  the  shipping 
have  found  means  to  supply  provisions 
to  the  garrison  ? 

A.  I  know  not  wliat  resources  the 
shipping  had,  and  I  know,  from  e?;pe- 
rience,  there  would  have  been  some  dif- 
ficult)' in  getting  provisions  from  the 
Brazils,  and  profjal)ly  from  tlie  Cape. 
I  got  some  from  both  immediately  on 
taking  Monte  Video,  but  that  was"^,  be- 
cause I  had  opened  the  port  to  all  neu- 
trals with  provisions:  and  I  do  suppose 
we  could  have  procured  provisions  for 
12  month's.  I  had  also  reason  to  expect 
a  supply  from  North  America. 

Q.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  it 
would  have  been  impracticable  to  have 
supplied  the  garrison  with  provisiOiis 
through  tlie  means  of  our  shipping  ? 

A.  I  have  reason  to  believe  some  dif- 
ficulty and  uncertainty  might  have  at- 
tended it;  but  I  fairly  "and  candidly  own, 
I  believe  the  garrison  might  have  been 
f^uppiied. 

Q.  Then,  if  there  were  more  than  suf- 
ficient troops  to  garrison  Monte  Video, 
and  that  garrison  might  have  been  sup- 
plied with  provisions,  explain  your  mean- 
ing, that  the  necessity  had  arrived,  in  a 
military  point  of  view,  for  abandoning 
Monte  Video? 

A.  That  ganison  was  then  before 
Buenos  Ayre^s,  and  tlie  difticulty,  the 
clanger,  and  disgrace,  of  retiring  before  a 
victorious  army,  and  re-embarking,  is 
what!  mean  by  the  necessity. 

Q.  Were  tiie  British  threes  remaining 
without  the  town,  on  the  6lli  of  July, 
equal  to  combat  and  defeat  any  force  the 
Sj)anish  general  could  Jiave  brought 
against  them  out  of  the  town  ? 

A.  If  they  met  them  fairly  in  the  open 
|ield,  most  certainly,  \rhen  united 
they  must  have  been  sufficient. 

Q.  Was  the  British  force,  after  the 
junction  of  Colonel  Mahon,  in  a  military 
point  of  view,  able  to  maintain  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Plaza  del  Toros. 

A.  Certainly  it  was, 

A.    Would  not  the   meeting  of  the 


Spanish  and  the  British  troops  fairly  in 
the  field,  have  bten  the  necessary  con- 
sequence of  preventing  any  aitempt 
made  by  the  Spanish  general  to  interrupt 
any  movement  which  General  Wliite- 
locke  might  make  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
treat f 

A.  It  certainly  would  not  have  been 
the  neces-ary  consequence. 

Q.  V\'ould  not  Reduction  have  been  a 
favourable  pouit  of  retreat  for  the  army, 
making  the  Chuelo  the  line  of  defenc'e, 
and  the  point  Quilmes  tiic  place  of  re- 
embarkation  ? 

A.  Had  the  army  been  obliged  to  re- 
treat, I  should  suppose  the  point  Quil- 
mes, below  the  town,  or  the  Courchas 
above  the  town,  would  have  been  the 
proper  place  for  re-embarkation. 

Q.  ^  Von  id  not  the  consequence  of 
adopting  either  of  these  places  have 
been,  either  that  the  army  could  have 
been  embarked  witliout  material  loss,  or 
that  a  general  action  might  have  taken 
place. 

A.  I  think  there  would  have  been  a 
very  material  loss,  and  I  do  not  think  a 
general  action  would  have  taken  place. 

Q.  Explain  tl'.e  grounds  of  that  opinion. 

A.  The  enemy  must  have  had  it  in 
their  power  to  harass  the  retreat  without 
iiazarding  a  general  acuon,  but  by  at- 
tacking the  rear  square.  The  ships 
were  seven  miles  from  the  shore,  and 
the  court  will  allow  me  to  observe,  and 
they  well  know  the  difference  between  a 
corps  of  live  hundred  men,  sound  in  all 
its  points,  well  fed,  and  well  equipt, 
full  of  spirits,  and  of  perfect  contidencej 
and  a  forps  of  four  or  live  hundred  men 
in  the  state  I  have  before  described  ours 
to  liave  been. 

Q.  How  near  could  the  shipping,  par- 
ticularly the  gun-brigs  and  boats,  have! 
come  to  point  Quilmes  ? 

A.  I  cannot  precisely  say.  The  gun^ 
boats,  I  believe,  might  have  come  in 
close  to  the  shore.  The  shipping  lay 
down  the  river  at  some  distance. 

Q.  Could  not  a  rear  guard  have  estab- 
lished themselves  in  the  gun-boats? 

Lord  Cutlicart.  This  is  going  into- 
niatter  of  opinion.  The  usual  course  of 
courts  martial,  and  all  other  courts  of 
justice,  is  not  to  go  into  matters  of  opi- 
nion, but  to  confine  themselves  to  mat-- 
^ers  of  fact.     I  have  the  most  respect' 
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able  authority  for  observiiif^,  that  this 
court  is  to  examine  facts,  aiul  apply 
those  facts  to  their  own  judgment. 

Judge  Advocate.  Early  in  tiiese  pro- 
ceedings, the  court  came  to  an  unani- 
mous agreement,  that  they  would  admit 
evidence  upon  questions  of  opinion  as 
well  as  upon  questions  of  fact.  I  am 
extremely  anxious  to  obtain  the  opinion 
of  an  ofhcer  of  such  high  rank  and  such 
experience  as  the  witness ;  and  it  I  am  not 
now  to  examine  on  these  points,  the 
Court  will,  of  necessity,  have  to  erase 
from  their  procer:;dings  all  the  opinions 
of  those  several  ollicers  who  have  al- 
ready been  examined. 

Upon  this  the  Court  was  cleared 
during  about  half  an  hour.  When  we 
were  re-admitted,  and  the  proceedings 
resumed,  the  question  had  been  over- 
ruled, and  the  witness  was  again  ex- 
amined. 

Q.  Did  you  include,  in  the  opinion 
you  gave  in  the  treaty,  any  expression 
of  approbation  on  the  conduct  which  had 
produced  the  existing  state  of  circum- 
stances on  the  6th  July  ? 

This  question  was  objected  to  by  Ge- 
neral \\  hitelocke. 

Judge  Advocate. — "   It   appears  by 
this  paper  put  into  my  hand,  that  the 
objection  ot  General  Whitelocke  merely 
amounts  to  an  observation.     He  asks, 
'  does  the  question  apply  to  an  opinion 
on  the  plan  of  attack,  or  generally  to  the 
conduct  of  the  Commander   in  Chief? 
If  the  first.   General   Whitelocke   does 
not  object  to  it;  but,  if  the  latter,  he 
must  request  permission  of  the  Court  to 
do  so.'     When    I   put  the  question,   i 
meant  to  apply  it  generally  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  general  during  the  whole  o? 
the  expedition,   and    consequently    in- 
tludiug  the  plan  of  attuck.     I  shall  state 
the    particular  grounds   upon   which   I 
put  this  question.     It  is,  because  I  have 
reason  to    understand,  that  the  Court 
does  conceive  that   the  opinions  of  of- 
ficers which  are   grounded   upon   rank 
and  experience,  and  ujjon  local  know- 
ledge, may  give  essential   assistance  in 
forming  their  iudg:nent  upon  the  whole 
of  this  case.     Upon  this  ground  I  have 
already  put  questions  to  the  other   of- 
ficers employed  in  this  expedition,  and 
upon  this  ground  I  now  repeat  the  ques- 
tion. 


General    Wiiitelo'  ke   tht'n   put    in   a 
paper,  which  wa?  read  bv  the  Judge  Ad- 
vocate.    It  stated  his  oi)jectio:is  lo  this 
question,  on  the  grounds,  not  ojily  of  its 
being  ag.tinst  law,    and  against  justice, 
but  as  e.stablishing  a  most  injurious  pre- 
cedent.    In  courts  of  law  it  was  not  the 
practice  to   take  questions  of  opinion, 
except  on  subjects  of  science,  as,  a  man 
being  uounded,  a  professional  mau  may 
be  called  on  to  state  the  probable  cause 
of  such  wound,  or  his  opinion  of  its  being 
properly  treated  ;  but  questions  of  opi- 
nion,   on   the  general   coilduct  of  any 
man,  had  never  been  known,  excepting 
in  the  case  of  Lortl  George  Sackville, 
where   suggestions  of  opinion  v^ere  ad- 
mitted, under  the  very  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  case.     A  witness  should 
state  merely  what  he    saw,   and  what 
passed  within  his  own  knowledge;  but  it 
was  for  the  Court  to  deduce  the  neces- 
sary inferences,  and  to  form  tiieir  con- 
clusions.    He  trusted  he  should  be  en- 
abled to  prove  that  the  opinions,  already 
given,  were  founded   in  prejudice,   for 
there    were    enough   of  witnesses  who 
would  rest    their  judgment  or  coiiclu- 
sioni  on  the  success  or  failure  of  any 
line  of  conduct.    Different  men  may  rea- 
son diiferentiy  even  on  the   same  facts, 
therefore  mere  opinions  should   not  be 
admitted  in  evidenceof  these  facts.     He 
therefore  solemnly  protested  against  this 
mode  of  examiuation,   and  trusted  the 
Court   would   preserve  its  dignity  and 
consistency.     He  entreated  the  Court  to 
give  a  little  consicleraticn  to  the  case  of 
LovdKeppel,  in  which  he  begged  l^'ave 
to  refer  to  the  examination  of  Lord  Mul- 
grave,  who  refused  to  answer  the  Court 
upon  c[\ie'^tions  of  opinion. 

Hero  General  Whitelocke  presented 
to  the  Judge  Auvocatr;  a  volume  con- 
taining the  trial  of  Lord  Keppel,  and 
pointed  out  the  examination  he  had  al- 
luded to,  and  which  the  Judge  Advocate 
read  throughout.  From  this  it  apjjeaied. 
that  Lord  Miilgrave  was  severely  re- 
primanded by  the  Court  for  refusing  to 
answer  tlie  question  they  had  put  to 
him. 

Lieutcvant-general  Sir  Jchn  Moon. — ■ 
It  appears  to  me  that  this  comes  to  a 
very  simple  statemerrt.  At  Monte  Vi- 
deo Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty  was  asked  his 
opinion  bv  General  Whitelocke,  and  lie 

Q 


114 


TRIAL  O?  MEUTr.N'AVT-nENF.aAL  WHITELOCKE. 


gave  it.  'Now  we  want  to  know  the 
fact  oil  which  that  opinion  was  ground- 
ed. It  is  a  fact,  not  a  question  of 
opinion. 

J ud^e Advocate. — lam  not  shaken  in 
my  judgment  by  any  thing  I  have  been 
reading  to  the  Codit.  I  do  mean,  most 
decidedly,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
(Jourt,  to  follow  up  this  question,  as  well 
6s  others. 

General  H'lnttlocke. — As  explained,  I 
no  longer  object  to  the  question  betng 
followed  ;  but  I  object  to  the  Judge  Ad- 
vocate asking  the  general  groiuuls  of  an 
opinion  hypotheticaliy. 

Judge  Advocate. — The  question  in 
debate  is  not  hypothetical. 

The  question  was  then  repeated  to  the 
witness. 

A.  Certainly  not. 

Q.  Was  it,  or  wa-^  it  not,  your  opi- 
nion, that  tile  force  whicii  ielt  Monte 
Mdeo  to  engage  in  the  expedition  against 
Buenos  Ayres,  if  dinerenlly  conducted, 
would  have  been  successful"? 

Judge  Advocatr. — I  do  not  now  mean 
to  conceal  tliat  tiiis  is  a  matter  of  opi- 
nion, but  founded  on  fact.  I  am  ready 
to  answer  any  objection,  as  I  am  asking 
llie  opinion  of  an  ofliceruho  held  a  high 
station,  and  who  has  been  on  the  spot, 
with  the  view  to  obtain  such  necessary 
and  important  information  as  may  assist 
the  Court  in  their  judgment  upon  the 
fact. 

General  Gar-th. — I  certainly  object  to 
this  question,  and  still  upon  the  grounds 
of  its  being  matter  of  opinion,  which  tiie 
Court  are  not  bound  to  go  into. 

Here  the  Court  was  again  cleared, 
and  after  a  deliberation  of  about  twenty 
minuter,,  the  witness'  was  again  called, 
and  the  question  repeated. 

Q.  Was  It,  or  was  it  not,  vour  opinion, 
that  the.  force  which  left  Monte  A'ldeo  to 
engage  in  the  expedition  against  Buenos 
Ayres,  if  differently  conduced,  Vvould 
have  proved  successful  ? 

A.  Most  certainly.  In  my  opinion 
the  force  was  fully  sufficient  for  the  re- 
duction of  Buenos  Ayres. 

Cross-examined  by  General  U'hiti  locke. 

Q.  Considering  all  the  circumstances, 
and  the  manner  of  attack,  was  not  the 
station  selected  by  m3seif  and  General 


Gower  a  proper  one,  or  where  would 
vou,  in  such  a  case,  have  remained  dur- 
ing the  attack? 

A.  The  station  was  certainly,  as  far  as 
I  can  judge,  a  proper  one,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  attack. 

Q.  Should  you  have  thought  it  judi- 
cious, safe,  or  proper,  to  have  allowed 
the  men  to  advance  with  l(>aded  arms? 
and  did  you  consider  yourself  restricted 
from  loading  when  you  arrived  at  your 
post,  if  loading  should  then  become  iie*. 
cessary .' 

A.  I  should  certainly,  with  a  principal 
part  of  an  army,  prefer  marching  through 
a  town  witii  unloaded  arms;  and  I  did 
not  consider  myself  restricted  from 
loading  when  it  should  become  neces- 
sary. 

d.  What  number  of  inhabitants  were 
tiiere  in  Monte  Video? 

A.  The  population  of  Monte  Video 
was  estimated  at  20,000 ;  but  certainly 
it  contained  no  such  number  when  I 
commanded.  I  should  think  the  popu- 
latloii  might  have  been  about  12  or 
14,000. 

Q.  If  Monte  Video  had  been  held  by 
a  garrison  wliich  must  be  supplied  from 
the  shipping  with  uncertainty  and  difti- 
culty,  must  not  all  the  original  inhabi- 
tants have  been  sent  away? 

A.   Undoubtedly. 

Q.  W^ould  any  poiat  maintained  by 
me,  wl'Jfh  must  have  exasperated  the 
inhabitants,  been  of  any  advantage,  or 
have  facilitated  hereafter  the  views  of 
this  country  as  to  Spanish  America,  or 
would  it  not  have  had  a  contrary  tea» 
dency? 

A.  It  would  not  have  been  of  any  pre- 
sent advantage,  nor  would  it  have  facili- 
tated the  views  of  this  country,  unless 
this  country  had  determined  to  conquer 
Spanish  America  by  force. 

Q.  Had  you  not  stated  to  government, 
before  my  arrival  at  Monte  \'ideo,  that 
it  wo'.ild,  in  your  opinion,  recpiie  atorce 
of  15,000  men,  and  did  your  experience 
of  the  dispositions  of  the  inhabitants,  or 
any  other  circumstance,  lead  you  to 
alter  that  opinion  ? 

A.  I  stated  to  government,  that  to 
ontpier  and  to  keep  that  country, 
would  require  a  force  Of  15,000  men.  I 
have  n:it  since  had  anyxeason  to  alter 
that  opi.iion. 
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Q.  Had  we.  any  probable  means  of 
getuiig  back  tlu;  prisuner->  taken  fioni  us, 
and  tlie  17tli  regiment,  and  other  pri- 
soners taken  from  General  B('re^tord'3 
regiment,  accord: ni;  to  the  terms  of  re- 
liminishiiiij  the  I'iata? 

A.  1  know  ot  no  other  means  of  re- 
covering tiie  prisoners  taken  under  Ge- 
jieral  lieresford,  and  I  am  very  doubtful 
that  an\  oth.-r  n»easures  could  be  adopt- 
ed for  the  recovery  of  those  takciX  i"  tiie 
attack. 

Rc-cxamlncd  b//  the  Judge  Advocute. 

Q.  VMiat  wore  the  number  of  prisoners 
taken  by  the  brigade  under  your  coni- 
mund  ? 

A.  About  700. 

Q.  In  replv  to  a  question  put  by  Ge- 
neral \\  hiteiocke,  whether  the  station 
occupied  by  him  and  General  Gower 
was  a  pioi)erone  during  the  attack,  you 
stated  that  the  station  was  a  proper  one 
in  the  commencement  of  the  attack. 
Was  it,  in  your  opinion,  a  proper  station 
for  General  Whitelocke,  Commander  in 
Chief,  to  remain  in  stationary,  from 
day-break  until  sun-?et,  during- such  a 
,day,  and  under  such  circumstances,  as 
those  wiiich  passed  within  your  know- 
ledge during  the  5th  r 

A.  I  uni  not  sufUcienUy  master  of  the 
disposition  of  the  forces,  of  the  situation 
of  the  country,  or  of  the  plans  and  inten- 
tioiis  of  the  cummander  of  the  forces,  to 
answijr  tnat  question  witii  decision. 

Examined  by  the  Court. 

Q.  What  number  of  artillery  were 
taken  from  the  enemy,  and  of  svhat  ca- 
libres? 

A.  Thirty-two  piece?  of  cannon,  most 
of  them  tield-pieces,  and  the  cahbres  an- 
swering lo  6  and  \2  pounders ;  many  qf 
tiiem  svere  our  owii  guns,  which  had 
been  taken  from  General  Bcresford. 

Q.  In  what  state  were  tiie  giuis? 
Were  li>ey  spiked  ;  and  what  quantity  of 
ammuiHlion  ? 

A.  The  guns  were  all  spiked  ;  how- 
ever I  was  successtul  in  clear. ng  the 
touch-holes  of  some  of  them,  ihere 
was  abundance  of  ammunition. 

Q.  Were  the  700  prisoners  taken  by 
•youof  Uiatd«$criptiou  which  r,'9uld  havt: 


induced  the  Spaniards  willingly  to  ex- 
change with  an  eqi..&l  number  of  firiliih 
prisoners? 

A.  They  v.ere  of  the  best  description 
of  their  troops;  but  I  atn  positively  per- 
suaded they  would  not  have  released  them 
by  an  excliange  ot  aa  equal  number  of 
our  men. 

Q.  Might  not  the  possession  of  Monte 
Video,  with  sufticietit  shipping  to  com- 
mand the  entrance  of  tho  Plata,  have 
answered  to  facilitate  other  views  of  this 
country  than  tiie  conquest  of  Spanish 
South  America. 

A.  If  by  other  views  are  meant  views 
of  tacilitation,  I  tiiink  not. 

Lkutamnt-colonel  Nugent  s'^forn  and 
examinta. 

Q.  Had  you  the  command  of  the  38th 
regiment  on  the  3th  July. 

A.   1  had. 

(i.  Did  that  regiment  form  part  of 
the  brigade  under  tiie  conimand  of  Sir 
Samuel  Auchmuty  ? 

A.  It  did. 

Q.  Stnte  the  operations  of  that  regi- 
ment hum  the  period  you  marched  on 
by  signal  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  to 
the  taking  of  the  Plaza  del  Toros,  and 
forming  a  junction  with  the  corps  undoT 
Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty. 

A.  I  marched  with  the  regiment  from 
their  canto:. ments  by  five  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  5th,  to  tiie  place  appoint- 
ed to  me  bv  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty,  on 
a  ruad  leading  to  the  ciiurchuf  Reeulita, 
with  my  rear  clear  of  the  line  to  be  oc- 
cupied bv  the  left  column  of  the  ii7th. 
On  the  commencement  of  the  cannon- 
ading, at  half  past  si.K  o'clock,  \ve  pushed 
tor  ward,  and  in  about  twenty  minutes 
reached  a  lane  leading  to  tijc  Plaza  del 
Toros,  and  at  the  head  of  which  was  a 
large  house,  occupied  by  a  detachment 
o'"  the  enemv,  who  kept  up  a  sharp  fire 
on  the  column  as  it  approached.  The 
door,  however,  we  in  a  short  time  burst 
open,  and  the  troops  witiiin  were  put  to 
the  bayonet.  The  enemy  having  a  nu- 
merous artillery  outside  the  Plaza  del 
loros,  we  endeavoured  to  obtain  posses- 
sion of  it,  but  the  destructive  lire  in  all 
directions  rendered  it  impracticable,  and 
we  lost  a  numlicr  of  men  in  the  attempt. 
I  judged  if  expedient  to  get  possession  of 
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another  large  house  which  looked  to  the 
liver,  and  was  situated  at  the  edge  oftlie 
cl'li',  and  wliich  was  a^  that  time  occu- 
pied by  tiie  enemy,  in  order  to  silence 
their  guns,  by  being  enabled  to  turn 
their  right  iianiy.  Accordingly  two  com- 
panies were  detached  for  that  purpose, 
and  having  possessed  themselves  of  the 
house,  thcv  sallied  out  by  a  back  door, 
and  charged  the  eueniv  in  the  fort  and 
barracks  of  the  Retiro,  "on  the  flagstaff 
of  whicli  we  hoisted  our  colours,  and 
from  whciKe  the  enemy  retreated,  spik- 
ing all  th.  if  guns  but  one  12  pounder, 
whicli  we  immediately  turned  upon  the 
Plaza.  The  good  effect!*  of  this  was 
soon  observable,  as  after  a  very  few 
rounds  pumbers  were  seen  to  riwli  ouj:, 
endeavouring  to  escape  towards  the 
town.  Continuing  the  cannonade  for 
some  time,  a  white  handkerchief  was 
shewn  by  the  enemy  in  the  building,  and 
about  half  past  nine  the  remainder  with- 
in, amouiiting  to  about  400  men,  sur- 
rendered at  discretion.  In  the  coui-se 
ot  half  an  hour  aitervvards  we  were  joined 
by  General  Auchmuty,  who,  during  tiie 
.cannonade,  ordered  tlie  S7th  from  their 
position,  to  relieve  a  company  of  the 
oS'.h,  which  I  had  placed  in  charge  of 
the  prisoners  then  in  the  Plaza,  and  sent 
.that  compr.ny  to  join  their  regiment, 
which  was  ported  at  dilTerent  places,  at 
tlie  Retiro,  and  at  the  end  of  streets 
leading  into  t..e  town.  During  the  day 
General  Lumiev,  witii  the  5th  and  36th, 
joined  us  at  our  position. 

The  Ilonouruhlc  Mojor  Kiiigsxvorn  and 
exai:tiiicd. 

Q.  Did  yni  command  the  left  wing 
pf  the  5th  regiment  on  the  jta  Julv? 

A.  i  did. 

Q.  Slate  the  operations  of  that  wing, 
of  which  you  had  the  com:nand,  during 
the  attack  on  the  town,  till  vou  rejoined 
Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty. 

A.  Ma-,  iii^  pleviou^ly,  on  the  evening 
oftlie  4th.  received  my  orders  from  Sir 
Samuel  Auchmuty,  1  formed  the  left 
wing  of  the  5th  iLgiment,  opposite  the 
avenue  aj)poiined  by  liirn,  and  on  the 
connuenctinent  of  the  cannona<le  in  ttie 
centre  or  liie  columns  advanced,  and 
reacliing  the  entrance  of  a  street,  [  or- 
dered the  iront  rank  of  tht  leading  sec- 


tion to  come  to  the  charge.  We  ad- 
vanced at  a  quick  pace  down  the  street ; 
the  enemy,  on  our  advance,  abandoned 
four  piece?  of  cannon,  with  which  they 
had  been  apparenth  retiring  on  the  left. 
Jt  was  soon  ascertained  that  they  had 
spiked  the  guns  and  shot  the  horses  pre- 
vious to  their  abandonment.  The  co- 
lumn reached  the  river  without  opposi- 
tion ;  I  then  looked  about  to  observe 
what  houses  were  proper  to  take  posses- 
sion ot  according  to  the  plan  of  attack. 
I  retired  fro.n  the  column  about  fifty 
paces  for  t!)at  purpose,  but  the  fire  then 
commencing,  1  thought  it  necessary  to 
load,  and  then  broke  into  a  house,  of  the 
top  of  which  we  took  possession,  and 
displaved  the  regimental  colours  of  the 
5rh.'  I  then  detached  parties  to  take 
possession  of  different  houses,  and  of  a 
church  near.  By  this  time  a  very  gall- 
ing lire  commenced  from  the  Plaza  del 
'1  oros,  which  commanded  the  house 
where  I  had  taken  station.  Between 
nine  and  ten  o'clock  the  tiring  from  the 
Plaza  ceased,  and  the  British  colours 
were  hoisted  on  it.  Having  remained 
till  near  12  o'clock,  some  of  the  men 
pointed  out  F:ench  colours  on  a  houseto 
the  right,  expressing  a  wish  to  lake  them, 
and  as  I  had  received  no  orders  during 
tiiat  period,  I  lelt  a  serjeant  and  twelve 
men  to  guard  the  pri>oner3,  many  of 
whom  w  ere  brought  to  me  by  detached 
parties,  as  well  as  to  protect  the  wound- 
ed. I  then  advanced  to  the  right,  but 
received  so  heavy  a  tire,  that  I  thought 
it  necessary  to  break  open  a  door  on  the 
left,  into  the  court  yard  of  which  I  had 
the  wounded  men  brought.  I  then  pro- 
ceeded to  attempt  tlie  house  where  the 
Prench  flag  was  tiyiiig.  On  atlvancing 
we  -uslained  such  loss,  that  I  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  retire  to  the  house  1  had  pre- 
viously broken  open. 

Adjourned  until  to-moFrow. 


TWENTY-FIRST  DAY. 

THUBTJAY,  fEBEUARY25; 

Tlie  Court  being  met,  pursuant  to  ad- 
joiU"nment,  the  Honourable  Major 
King  was  again  called  in,  and  his  evi- 
dence wi  the  preceding  day  being  reaU 
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over  by  the  Deputy  Judge  Advocate, 
lie  resumeci  his  narrative. 

On  returning  to  the  court -yard  of  this 
house,  1  sent  an  uilicer  with  the  wounded 
to  the  place  where  I  had  left  thesurireon. 
I  also  sent  by  him  a  request  for  a  rein- 
forcement from  Colonel  Davie,  and  was 
joined  by  a  few  more  men.  At  the  same 
time  I  received  a  messasre  from  f'riga- 
dier-general  Lumley,  statinG;  that  I  co- 
vered his  rigiit.  The  men  still  expressing 
great  ardour  to  attack  the  house  that  dis- 
played the  French  liag,  I  advanced,  but 
linding  the  offensive  and  defensive  means 
of  the  enemy  so  much  superior  to  mine, 
that,  notwithstanding  my  supposing,  from 
the  circumstance  ot  tiie  tlag,  that  it  was 
occupied  by  some  oflicer  important  to 
the  enemy,  1  was  agam  obliged  to  retire 
to  the  court-yard  I  had  possessed  myself 
of.  l^he  enemy  had  two  pieces  of  can- 
non at  the  upper  end  ottiie  street,  which 
they  v/ere  prevented  trom  working  by 
the  fire  of  our  musketry.  I'he  tops  of 
the  houses  were  com})ietely  occupied 
by  the  enemy,  and  it  was  in  their  power 
to  destroy  our  men  with  very  httle 
danger  to  themselves,  as  it  only  occa- 
sionally happened  that  we  could  lire  with 
effect  when  tlieir  heads  were  seen  over 
the  parapet.  Added  to  this,  the  difFi- 
ficulty  of  breaking  open  the  houses  was 
extremely  great.  Any  attempt  to  get 
into  the  beforementioned  house  proved 
altogether  ineffectual,  and  as  the  enemv 
might  cut  me  otf  by  superior  numbers 
1  remained  in  the  court-yard  till  we  sent 
off  the  wounded.  1  then  retired  to  a 
street  wiiere  I  found  a  detachment  of 
the  36th,  and  shortly  alter  Captain 
Kidge  of  the  5th  inioruied  me  that  a 
body  of  the  enemy  was  advancing  from 
the  upper  end  of  the  street.  I  farmed 
my  men  with  an  intention  of  advancing 
to  charge,  but  on  approaching  I  obsn  v- 
ed  an  officer  with  a  white  handkerchief 
ill  his  iiand.  1  therefore  ovd  red  my 
men  to  halt,  remaini.ig  ready  at  the 
charge,  my  front  extending  across  the 
street.  By  this  time  the  enemv  was 
very  close  :  1  advanced  to  the  officer, 
who  had  also  ])alt>'d,  and  from  whom  I 
understood  that  he  surrendered  himself 
and  his  party  prisoners  of  war  :  I  desir- 
ed them  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  to 
enforce  this  order  seized  two  or  three  of 


their  firelocks  and  threw  them  on  the 
ground,  still  observing  that  the  enemy 
aecunuilaled  in  numbers,  and  were  me- 
nacing my  party  by  flourifhing  their 
swords.  Just  at  that  moment'  one  of 
them  presented  at  me,  when  one  ot  the 
5th  started  forward  and  made  a  thrust 
with  his  bayonet  at  the  officer  to  whom  t 
was  speaking,  who  evaded  injury  by 
starting  aside.  Seeing  now  that  thev 
did  not  lay  down  their  arms,  I  judged 
it  best  to  demand  his  sword,  whicli  he 
instantlv  gave  me;  but  the  officer  wJio 
carried  the  colours,  at  that  moment,  in- 
formed me  that  the  enemy  had  attempt- 
ed to  seize  them,  I  gave  the  word  to 
charge,  and  the  enemy  turned  and  ran 
away,  leaving  a  few  killed  beliind  them. 
After  this  nothing  material  occurred. 
We  proceeded,  acconling  to  my  orders, 
to  break  open  the  houses,  and  while  on 
this  service  1  received  an  order  from 
General  Lumley  to  retire  to  the  Plaza 
dil  Toros,  and  form  a  junction  with  the 
right  wing  of  the  5th.  Tlie  order  was 
innnediatelv  obeyed,  and  about  three 
o'clock  I  entered  the  Plaza  del  '1  orns. 

Q.  What  number  of  intrenching  tools, 
or  other  instruments  proper  lor  the 
purpose  of  breaking  open  houses,  had 
your  wing,  in  point  of  fact  ? 

A.  [  cannot  exactly  remember,  hnt 
we  had  some. 

Q.  \A'hat  sort  of  tools  were  they } 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection^ 
some  of  them  were  the  regimental  piin 
neers'  tools,  a  crow-bar  and  a  matli)ck 
or  two  which  we  found  ia  the  suburbs  of 
Buenos  Ay  res. 

LieutcnuiH-coloHfl  Davie  snoni  and 
cxuminrd. 

Q.  Did  YOU  command  the  5tli  regi- 
ment on  the  olli  July? 

A.   I  did. 

Q.  State  the  operations  of  the  wing 
under  your  command,  from  the  period 
of  marching  on  to  the  attack,  to  the  time 
of  your  junction  with  Hrigadier-general 
Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty,  at  the  i^aza  del 
Toros. 

A.  The  right  column,  under  my  com- 
mand, proceedetl  at  half  pa--t  six  o'clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  5th,  down  the 
street  that  had  been  appointed  to  us  the 
evening  before  by  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty, 
and  we  arrived  at  the  banks  ot  the  river 
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at  half  past  seven  without  the  slightest 
©pposition.  I  immediately  hoisted  the 
Jiiu!};'s  colours  on  the  tops  o!  houses  in  tlu* 
square  neare  t  he  river,  or  the  different 
angles  of  intersecting  streets,  and  shovtiv 
after,  in  conjunction  with  two  companies 
of  the  left  win^,  1  took  possession  of  the 
church  of  St.  Caiulina,  Irom  thn  tower  of 
which  I  could  ol>serve,  at  about  nine 
oVJock,  ttie  white  tlag  hoisted  on  the 
Plaza  de!  Toros.  Captain  Brook,  assis- 
tant quarter-master-t^t-neral,  by  that 
time  joined  me,  and  ini'ornieu  nVe  of  thi" 
Capture  of  the  Retiro.  I  pnxieeded 
-along  the  strand  to  receive  orders  fro;u 
Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty,  who  came  to  tiie 
church  about  1 1  o'clock,  and  alter  mak- 
ing his  observations  upon  the  to'.ver,  he 
gave  me  orders  to  retain  the  position  i 
then  heldj  or,  if  too  nuirh  pressed  by 
the  ciiemy,  to  retire  to  him  at  the  F!a/a 
del  1  oro«.  About  one  o'clock  I  received 
a  message  from  General  Lumb'y,  by  ?. 
serjeaut  of  the  36th,  to  reqiie-t  me  to 
advance  to  support  him  on  the  right,  i 
•imniediately  pro-c-ded  witii  three  com- 
P'nies,  ami  on  joining  him  found  the 
.Stiih  had  received  orders  to  retire^  Two 
companies  of  ti\e  left  w\r.-:X,  v.iidcr  the 
honouiabie  Major  King,  tlien  joined  me, 
and  we  retired  a'ong  thesirand  in  tne 
rear  ofthe  j6th,  and  arrivcdat  the  Toros 
aboijt  half  past  tv.o  o'clock. 

Bri^((dif^r-o:nierriI  the  Hnnovrdhl'  IVil- 
tiayn  J.uniky  again  Cnlkd  and  ex- 
am incd. 

Q.  Did  \ou  lead  the  ric^ht  wing  of  the 
3<>lh  regiment,  which  fo.rmed  a  part  of 
tlu' brigade  under  yoiir  command,  which 
brigade  was  composed  or  the  3t>th  and 
SSth  regiments,  on  the  day  of  tiie  attack 
upon  the  town  of  iiuciios  Avresr 

A.   Idid. 

Q.  State  the  operations  of  the  rig!\t 
wing,  which  you  led,  from  the  com- 
mencement ot  the  attack,  to  the  period 
of  forming  a  junction  with  the  corps 
under  Sir  Sumuel  Auchmufv,  and  what 
comes  within  vour  knowledcje,  of  thd 
operations  ot  the  otlier  wings  oi  the  bri- 
gade :- 

A.  Abo\it  six  o'clock  in  the  morning 
of  the  5lh,  the  two  regin>ei)ts  composing 
my  br:gade  were  formc<l,  having  left 
tk^ir  packs  aud  great  coals  in  their  can- 


tonnifuts,  under  a  gcjod  aruard,  as  di" 
re<-!.'d  by  th.e  previous  orders  we  had 
received.  The  88lh  were  in  two 
columiis,  with  the  heads  of  each  to  the 
road,  down  which  ihev  were  to  proceed, 
and  the  36th  w*'re  in  one  column,  in  rea- 
diness to  move  in  the  direction  in  which 
I  intended  to  lead  them  myself,  until  I 
could  ascertain  th','  two  nearest  parallel 
roadsto  those  down  which  the  SSth  were 
to  marcii,  [  having  given  orders  to  Co- 
lonel Duff  and  Nlajor  Vancieleur  com- 
mandmg  tiie  two  before-mentioned  co- 
lumfH  of  the  88tb,  to  move  slowly,  but 
not  lo  advance  beyond  their  outposts  till 
tiie  sjgiral  guns  were  tired.  They  were 
then  to  push  rapidly  on,  and  penetrate 
as  far  as  possible  to  the-  river,  or  to  post 
themselves  .s  fur  in  advanci?  as  they 
could,  taking  possession  of  any  church  or 
kirge  liOiise  or  houses  which  they  might 
be  nftirwards  be^t  a!)1e  to  rnaintahi  and 
(ieien.!.  Accompanied  by  Lieutenant- 
coi&nel  Stewart,  the  deputy  Adjulant- 
grnerai,  on  Gf^neral  Craufurd's  expedi-  ' 
tion,  and  Captain  VVar.on.  of  the  ar- 
tillerv,  who  !)ad  s<'rved  in  the  capture 
of  A'onte  ^"ideo,  but  was  now  on  the 
(*st-ahii>hmpiit  of  the  Gape,  hot!)  of  whom 
beiiig,  at  that  time,  unemployed,  had 
\olunleered  their  services  with  me  on 
isnding,  and  to  whose  zealous  aud  active- 
a^sisiauce,  together  with  that  of  Brigade- 
major  Koache,  I  shall  ever  feel  myself 
highlv  oblitred,  I  proceeded  in  au  oblique 
direction  with  tiie  3dlii,  till  i  again  came 
on  tiie  roud  wliich  appeared  to  me  to 
lead  diiertty  into  the  town,  i  soon 
alter  detached  the  left  wing  ot  the  36tb, 
under  the  coimiiand  of  Captain  Cross, 
still  turtiier  to  the  left,  to  move  in  a  di- 
rection parallel  to  the  riglit  v.'ing,  on  tWe 
fust  road  he  could  turn  into  that  would 
enable  him  to  do  so,  and  with  the  same 
orders  1  had  previously  given  to  iaeu- 
tenant-coionel  Duff  and  Maj«r  Vande- 
leur.  About  this  lime  the  signal  gun« 
were  fired,  and  the  day  began  to  dawn. 
i  can  now  speak  only  of  the  movements 
of  the  right  wing  under  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Bourne,  whicK  the  necessity  of 
ascertaining  the  direction  ot  the  roads 
had  placed  me  with.  1  then  proceeded 
as  rapidly  as  the  extremely  broken  up 
state  of  tiie  roads  would  suffer  u-;,  and 
soon  after  our  entering  tiie  street  a  partial  ; 
tire  of  musketry  conj.neuced  upon  us  if^  ! 
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various  directions.  We  however  suc- 
ceeded in  pushing;  our  way  to  the  last 
cross  street  vonnected  with  the  river. 
The  pick-axei  which  had  been  delivered 
to  the  coluni'.is  proved  useless  iii  break- 
ing open  the  doers  and  windows,  which 
are  throughout  this  town  amazingly 
stron^fr  and  heavy;  but,  by  the  united 
ehbrts  oi"  the  soldiery,  we  at  length 
forced  an  entrance  into  some  few  iioiises 
parallel  with  ar.d  nearest  to  the  river. 
One  of  these  houses  was  huge  and  high, 
and  situated  between  the  last  street  and 
the  beach,  and  in  tliis  I  directed  t!ie  co- 
lours of  the  36th  to  Ik*  planted  as  a  sig- 
nal and  encoarasienient  to  the  oliier  co- 
lumns of  the  brigade,  and  also  to  such 
other  parties  ot  the  aririy  as  might  ob- 
serve it.  The  cross  stn^et,  in  tise  rear 
of  my  position,  was  now  enfiladed  by  two 
guns  from  that  part  of  the  square  im- 
mediately under  the  fort,  as  also  by 
three  guns  in  the  Ibit  itself.  Ihe  tire  of 
some  of  these  guns  was  generally  direct- 
ed with  great  precision  and  etifect  against 
the  large  house  before-mentioned,  and 
a  constant  and  heavy  hie  of  mu'^ketry 
was  poured  upon  us,  without  our  being 
scarcely  able  to  discover  the  directions 
from  which  it  came,  so  completely  did 
the  parapets  conceal  the  assailants.  We 
were  thus  situated  for  some  time,  till  at 
length  six-  men  of  the  88th,  and  some 
grenadiers  of  the  .^6lh,  v\ho  had  ii!a<ie 
their  way  over  the  tops  of  some  isouses 
that  inter\ened  between  us  and  a  po- 
sition from  which  tliey  were  obliged  to 
retire,  arrived,  and  renoried  that  almost 
the  whole  of  the  S8lh  were  taken  pri- 
soners. This  intelligence  was  soon  after 
conrirmed  by  Colonel  I'igglio,  a  Spanish 
ofticer,  who  came  to  me  with  a  fktg  of 
truce,  and  affir.ijied  that  above  1000  of 
our  men  were  already  prisoners,  and 
jproposed  to  me  to  surrender.  This  I 
peremptorily  refused,  and  almost  imme- 
diately alter  it  was  reported  to  me  ihat 
two  guns  were  advancing  along  the 
beach,  no  doubt,  for  the  purpose  oif  tak- 
ing us  in  front.  My  anxiety  was  now 
veiy  greiit  to  asrestain  the  silualion  ot 
Sir  iamuei  Auchmuty,  whom  I  h.ad  ex- 
pected to  be  on  my  left,  and  C;!]>tain 
iV\'  utsoii  ufferv'd  to  endeavour  to  lind  his 
ituaiion  i'ov  nie.  All  opposition  to  the 
iWienry  had  by  this  tin;e  ctased  on  the 
pan  of  the  88th,  and  '.he  fire   of  both 


artillery  and  musketry  was  directed 
against  the  36th.  An  attempt  was  also 
now  made  to  bring  forward  two  guns 
into  the  very  street,  down  which  ll¥n\ 
marched,  and  at  the  end  of  which  I  now 
stood.  Though  at  some  distance  from 
me,  "this  measure  wo\ild  nave  completely 
enliladed  niy  position  in  the  rear,  as  tlie 
guns  on  the  beach  were  intended  to  do 
in  front.  About  this  period  I  ordered  up 
the  left  wing  of  the  36lh,  and  nearly  at 
tlie  same  time  Major  King,  of  the  5th, 
by  good  chance,  appeared  with  the  left 
wing  of  his  regiment  in  my  rear,  at  the 
further  end  of  the  street,  and  in  the  very  ' 
moment  when  the  enemy  had  assembled 
in  great  r.vunbers,  and  were  dragging 
forward  the  two  cannon  before-mea- 
lioned  ;  but  the  gallant  resislahce'he  op-  • 
posed  to  these,  enabled  i)im  to  get  pos- 
session of  the  guns  for  a  short  time.  I' 
believe,  indeed,  that  even  had  the  ne- 
cessity for  Self-defence  urged  us  to  tire 
before  this  period,  the  contest  would  liave 
been  very  unetpial  from  i!\e  lirst,  op- 
posed, as  we  w  ere,  t)Ot  onlv  bv  a  nume- ' 
rous  artillerv,  l>ut  a  shower  of  musketry 
ho;n  every  directii<n.  i  now  sent  to 
Lieut  euant-coionel  Davie,  of  the  5th,  to 
reconunend  his  advancing  to  the  sf.p- 
port  of  the  left  wing  of  his  regimeiit. 
Two  Spanish  ofhcers  iiad  again  coine  oi't 
to  propose  a  surrender,  but  as  their  man- 
ners were  rude  and  uncourteous,  I  re- 
commended them  to  retire  vvithcut  de- 
lay." Coloiiei  Egglio  soon  afterwards 
again  appeared,  and  advanced  tuiv.ards 
nie,  with  authority  from  General  Liniers, 
to  require  our  unconditional  surrender 
within  a  (jujrter  of  an  hour,  and  1  was 
again  p.eremptory  in  my  refusal.  At' 
the  time  of  these  discussions  a  total  ce<-  • 
sation  of  tiring  had  apparently  taken 
place  in  every  other  pail  of  the  town, 
Irom  which  <;rcun)sta:ice  I  concluded 
that  the  troops  under  General  Craufurd 
were  either  taken  prisoners  or  had  bi^ti 
cb'iged  to  retire.  Kiutibers  of  the 
cne  ny,  during  this  confereiice  with  the  ' 
Spa-iish  ollicers,  seemed  iiitoxicated 
either  with  liquor  or  their  ^u.cess,  or 
perhaps  with  ooth,  and  freoueitly  rushed  '' 
forward  with  the  design  of  taking  pri-  • 
soners,  or  of  puttii\g  our  men  to  confu- 
sion, but  their  temerity  oUen  proved  ■ 
fatal  t*)  tlieiii.  1  he  guns  had  al-o  sd- 
vahccd  ifo'.n   the  bc^cl^   arid  were  co-  ' 
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vcied  hv  about  700  of  tlie  enemy.  The 
gullaiit  Lit-uleiiaiit-colonel  Bourne  being 
informed  of  this,  statetl  to  me,  tLat 
vrhatever  might  be  our  line  of  operation, 
lli'jseguns  must  prove  of  verv  serious  con- 
sequence to  us.  Of  this  I  was  myself 
b'.it  too  well  convinced,  and  he  obtained 
Biy  permission  to  push  on,  at  the  head 
ot  ^ame  grenadiers,  with  some  small  de- 
tachments from  the  battalion  companies; 
the  number  in  all  not  exceeding  fifty 
mea.  With  these  he  drove  the  enemy 
before  him  to  the  walls  of  the  fort,  spiked 
their  guns,  and  then  sought  shelter  under 
a  low  house  and  a  garden-hedge,  Irom 
the  lurious  fire  of  the  enemy,  which 
pxiured  on  him  from  the  fort.  1  had,  by 
ibis  time,  received  intelligence  that  G<:- 
iieril  Auehmuty  was  in  possession  of  the 
l^aza  del  Toros,  and  reconmiended  my 
returning  aloiig  the  beach  to  join  him  on 
the  heights  of  the  Retiro.  I  wrote  an 
answer  on  the  back  of  the  General's  note 
JD  tiiese  words: 

"  I  am  still  in  possession  of  my  post, 
cannot  Sir  Samuel  Auehmuty  support 
nie  r''  - 

This  note,  however,  never  reached 
bim.  It  was  now  two  o'clock ;  we  had 
beeu  engaged  in  this  unequal  contest 
above  six  hours;  our  numbers  were 
much  reduced,  men  and  ofiicers  falling 
fest ;  precluded,  in  the  first  instance,  by 
our  instructions  to  advance  against  the 
fort ;  all  our  ammunition  was  expended, 
and  I  well  knew  that,  ere  long,  I  must 
be  completely  surrounded  and  over- 
powered by  superior  numbers.  Undt-r 
these  circumstances  I  deemed  it  most 
conducive  to  the  good  of  the  service, 
instead  of  a  longer,  and  certainly  a 
l"rMitle>s,  resistance,  to  fall  back  and 
reinforce  Sir  Samuel  Auehmuty  with 
the  remains  of  the  3Lh  and  SGth,  then 
with  me.  I  accordingly  returned  along 
the  beach,  though  still  exposed  to  the 
hea\7  fire  of  grape  and  ruund  siiot  from 
the  fort,  and  with  some  additional  loss  I 
completed  my  pur[)ose;  between  two 
and  three  o'clock  I  joined,  and  put  my- 
seit",  with  the  two  regiments  before-men- 
tioned, under  the  command  of  Sir  Samuel 
Auehmuty.  The  conduct  of  these 
troops,  with  me,  was  above  xll  jjraise, 
and  I  think  it  my  duty  to  tiiem  here  to 
declare  that,  vi:,ible  as  it  must  have  bi-en 
ta  every  individual,  earh  iu  the  contest. 


that  we  could  have  no  prospect  of  siJc* 
cess,  not  a  murmur  was  to  be  heard,  not 
even  the  appearance  of  a  wish  to  retire. 
The  behaviour  of  both  officers  and  men 
evinced  that  degree  of  cool  and  mtrepid 
determination,  that  steady  patient  perse- 
verance and  prompt  obedience  to  orders 
that  is  the  real  test  of  true  bravery  and 
discipline.  The  remainder  of  this  day 
was-  occuj/ied  in  making  every  exertion 
to  strengthen  the  post  we  then  held. 

Q.  Atter  being  thus  separated  from  the 
leftwiijg  in  the  morning,  how  soon  did 
you  join  again  ? 

A.  I  a' 11  not  exactly  certain,  but  I  be- 
lieve about  12  o'clock. 

Q.  At  wnat  time  ot  the  day  did  it  ap- 
pear there  was  no  prospect  of  success? 

A.  I  may  decidedly  answer  as  early  as 
ten  o'clock. 

Q.  Having,  with  your  columns,  reach- 
ed the  river,  state  what  reason  you  had 
for  tliinking,  at  that  time,  that  all  chance 
ot  success  was  over? 

A.  The  enemy  were,  from  the  first, 
visibly  and  greatly  superior  to  us  in 
numbers;  tiiey  were  protected  from  our 
fire,  and  we  were  exposed  to  theirs ;  they 
were  also  in  possession  of  a  numerous 
artillery,  and  we  had  not  a  single  gun 
amoiig  us. 

ExuDiincd  b;/  (he  Court. 

Q.  Can  you  state,  or  nearly  state,  tlie 
distance  from  ^V lute's  house  to  the  Re- 
colita  ? 

A.  It  is  impossible  to  speak  with  pre- 
cision, as  I  never  was  at  the  Recoiita; 
but  it  appeared  to  me,  from  the  view, 
about  two  miles  distant. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  the  distance  of 
"^Vhite's  house  from  the  Chuelo,  and 
the  nature  of  the  country;  is  it  woody, 
open,  or  enclosed? 

A.  From  the  nearest  point  of  the 
Chuelo  I  cannot  say;  from  the  Cliico- 
pass,  where  we  crossed,  I  can  guess  it  to 
be  about  four  miles.  1  he  country  was 
much  inclosed  from  the  first  ascent  of  the 
heights. 

Q.  .Might  not  the  rcy-id  between 
White's  house  and  the  Chueio  have  i)een 
po  occupied  by  tlie  British  troop*,  and  so 
broken  i;p,  as  to  render  it  sufllciently 
inipaioable,  to  prevent  tlie  bringing 
supply  of  provisions  by  that  way  ? 
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A.  I  should  certainly  conceive  they 
mi^ht. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  the  enemy 
were  greatly  superior  in  numbers,  do  you 
mean  superior  to  your  own  brigade  only, 
or  to  the  whole  ami}  ? 

A.  I  can  only  speak  with  certainty 
respecting  my  own  brigade,  I  was  so 
separated  from  the  rest  ot  the  army. 
I  can  only  speak  from  the  numbers  of 
of  the  enemy  I  saw  in  the  streets,  on  the 
walls  of  the  fort,  and  on  the  tops  of  the 
houses. 

Q.  Of  what  description  were  the  troops 
opposed  to  your  brigade?  Were  they  re- 
gular troops,  or  the  armed  population  of 
the  town  ? 

A.  They  were  of  every  description, 
from  tlie  original  Spaniard  to  the  black 
slave;  some  were  clothed  in  uniform, 
others  not. 

Q.  Were  you  consulted  as  to  the 
treaty  ? 

A.  On  the  eighth  of  the  month  I  was 
sent  for  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  to 
be  consulted  upon  certain  points  con- 
nected with  the  treaty.  With  respect 
to  the  treaty  itself  I  did  not  conceive 
myself  consulted. 

Q.  What  was  the  state  of  the  troops 
after  the  failure  of  the  5th  of  July  ;  was 
it  such  as  might  enable  tliem  to  under- 
take any  furtiier  operations  against 
Buenos  Ayres? 

A.  Tiie  troops  were  then  certainly 
badly  clothed,  and  without  either  their 
blankets  or  great  coats.  Though  they 
were  covered  overhead  they  were  still 
exposed  to  the  night  air,  which  was 
more  than  usually  severe.  My  brigade, 
at  that  time,  had  been  four  days  wiihout 
any  meat,  and  had  received  but  a  very 
small  portion  of  biscuit  previous  to  and 
during  these  days.  But,  undoubtedly,  a 
good  meal  or  two,  which  we  had  then 
the  prospect  of  obtaining,  would  have 
rendered  them  equal  to  any  duly  where 
there  was  no  probability  of  a  long  march, 
or  where  difiiculties  were  not  likely  to 
increase. 

Q.  Did  you,  or  did  you  not,  conceive 
they  were  then  equal  to  any  further  ope- 
rations against  the  tov\'n  ? 

A.  For  any  duty  that  night,  I  do  not 
say  they  were  equal ;  but  subsequently 

conceive  they  were. 

Q.  Do  you  cofigelve  that  the  force 


force  sent  against  Buenos  Ayres  was  suf- 
ticient  for  its  reduction  if  it  had  been 
properly  managed  ? 

A.  I  certainly  do  conceive  it  to  have 
been  fully  sufficient. 

Lieutenant-colonel    Tho?nas    Bourne 
sworn  and  examined. 

Q.  Did  you  command  the  right  wing 
of  the  36th  regiment  on  the  morning  of 
the  attack  upon  Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  State  what  passed  from  the  time 
you  were  detached  from  Brigadier-gene- 
ral Lumley  until  you  rejoined  him  at 
the  Plaza  delToros? 

A.  I  ordered  a  party  to  charge  those 
guns  already  mentioned,  having  reported 
to  General  Lumley  that  they  must  be 
taken.  This  party  not  proceeding  im- 
mediately, was  owmg  to  the  captain  and 
subaltern  of  the  grenadiers  being  wound- 
ed by  a  discharge  from  one  of  these 
guns.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  it  was 
by  the  orders  of  General  Lumley,  but  \ 
V,  ent  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers,  with 
a  few  men  from  other  detachments,  and 
took  the  largest  of  the  guns,  which  I 
spiked  myself.  This  was  very  near  the 
citadel,  close  under  the  enemy.  Im- 
mediately after  this,  when  their  owu 
people  were  out  of  the  way,  they  com- 
menced a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and 
grape  upon  us.  This  induced  me  to 
take  my  men  under  cover  of  the  back  of 
some  houses,  where  the  shot  from  the 
citadel  could  not  reach  us ;  having  re- 
mained in  that  situation  some  time,  I 
was  ordered  to  bring  off  my  party  and 
follow  the  36lh,  which  I  could  do  by 
proceeding  from  the  position  I  then  held 
along  the  strand.  I  then  joined  Sir  Sa- 
muel Auchmuty  at  the  Plaza  del  Toros. 
This  was  all  that  passed. 

General  Whitelocke  declined  asking 
this  witness  any  questions. 

Questioned  by  the  Court. 

Q-  Had  the  36th  been  victualled  on 
the  4th  July? 

A.  On  the  4th  we  had  a  good  deal  of 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy  in  the 
suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  were  not 
relieved  so  soon  as  we  expected  to  hare 
been;  la  cowscquence  o{  which  we  did 
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not  reach  our  quarters  till  eleven  or 
twelve  o'clock  at  night.  The  meat  was 
ready  for  the  men  in  their  quarters,  but 
having  to  light  their  fires  and  to  cook  it, 
it  was  reported  to  me  that  it  was  near 
two  o'clock  in  the  morning  before  they 
had  any  thing  to  eat ;  after  which  the 
usual  quantity  of  wine  was  served  to 
them. 

Q.  What  provisions  had  they  on  the 
Sth. 

A.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
when  we  joined  General  Aucbmuly  at 
the  Plaza  del  loros,  they  got  some. 

Q,  State  the  casualties  of  the  36th  on 
the  Sth. 

A.  From  what  I  first  could  learn, 
there  were  two  officers  and  twenty-four 
rank  and  file  killed.  I  afterwards  found 
there  were  nine  officers  killed,  three 
wounded,  and  sixty  rank  and  file  killed. 
It  was  afterwards  ascertained  there  were 
a  great  many  more. 

Q.    What    do    you    think    was    the 

strength  of  the   enemy  protecting  the 

.  guns  which  you  charged,  and  what  was 

the    strength    of  the  detachment  with 

which  you  took  them  ? 

A.  I  cannot  speak  positively,  but  there 
might  have  been  three  or  four  hundred 
of-  tlie  enemy ;  my  party  amounted  to 
fifty  men,  or  thereabouts  :  I  do  not  think 
I  iiad  more. 

iieutenant-Colond   Alexander    Diif 
sxvorn  and  examined. 

Q.  Did  you  command  the  right  wing 
of  the  88th  regiment  on  the  morning  of 
Uie  attack  ? 
A.  I  did. 

Q.  State  the  operations  of  the  wing 
under  yoar  command  on  that  day  ? 

A.  I  think  it  necessary  to  state  to  the 
Court,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  Sth 
I  conceived  myself  so  weak,  that  I  did 
not  think  I  could  attain  my  point.  The 
regiment  under  my  command  might, 
indeed,  be  called  a  mere  detachment, 
I  sent,  therefore,  to  head  quarters  to 
request  that  two  or  three  of  the  compa- 
nies that  were  there  might  be  sent  to 
•trengthen  me.  Tiiey  were  sent  ac- 
cordingly, but,  to  my  utter  astonish- 
ment, just  -At  I  was  moving  off,  I  found 
that  these  companies  were  without  flints! 
^i^erviug  tkis,  1  interrogated  Major 


Ironmonger,  who  had  the  command  of 
tliese  companies,  and  directed  him  to 
give  me  some  reason  for  their  appearing 
in  this  manner.  He  intimated  to  me 
that  Gen.  Gower  had  directed  him  to 
take  the  flints  out.  I  immediately  or- 
dered him  to  get  tlints  fi-om  such  other 
companies  as  could  spare  them;  but,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  the  whole  of  them  could 
not  be  provideil,  and  Major  Vandeleur, 
who  commanded  tlie  left  wing  of  the  re- 
giment, reported  to  me  that  two  men 
actually  fell  in  the  streets  in  the  act  of 
putting  in  their  Hints.  We  advanced  to 
the  attack;  but  it  may  be  necessary 
for  me  to  state,  that  I  had  so  bad  au 
opinion  of  it  in  my  own  mind,  that  I  left 
my  colours  at  head  quarters  lest  they 
should  be  taken.  According  to  the 
spirit  of  the  order  of  assault  which  I  had 
received,  I  advanced  my  battalion  in 
two  wings,  each  consisting  of  about  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  rank  and  file. 
I  directed  Major  Vandeleur  to  lead  his 
wing  to  the  spot  that  General  Lumley 
ordered  me  to  penetrate  to,  as  near  to 
the  principal  advance  of  the  enemy  as, 
he  possibly  could.  After  giving  him 
these  orders,  I  led  my  own  wing  to  a 
church  which  I  had  been  directed  by 
General  Lumley  to  take  possession  of.  I 
met  neither  opposition,  nor  sustained  any 
fire  till  I  entered  by  the  gate-way  of  the 
church,  when  the  enemy  commenced  a 
tremendous  fire  of  musketry  from  the 
opposite  house.  Having  lost  nearly 
thirty  men  in  this  gateway,  and  finding 
the  impracticability  of  breaking  opea 
the  church-door  with  the  instruments 
that  were  given  me,  I  deemed  it  prudent 
to  leave  this  situation,  and  to  penetrate 
further  into  the  town,  in  the  hope  of 
gaining  a  more  advantageous  position. 
On  leaving  this  gateway,  we  were  as- 
sailed b\  a  continual  fire  ;  but  we  pushed 
through  the  street  till  I  concluded  that 
'  we  .  were  near  the  citadel.  Finding  I 
had  lost  so  many  men  in  the  streets ; 
my  four  grenadier  officers  being  wound- 
eel;  the  major,  the  adjutant,  and  assist- 
ant surgeon,  being  killed,  and  having 
lost,  in  killed  and  wounded,  from  eighty 
to  one  hundred  rank  and  file  out  of  my 
small  column,  I  defiled  my  left,  and 
took  possession  of  three  houses.  Oa 
the  tops  of  two  of  these  houses  I  formed 
my  n;eB  agreeably  to  the  spirit  of  the 
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•rders  I  had  received.  Having  main- 
tained this  position  about  four  hours, 
finding  I  continued  to  lose  a  consider- 
able numbur  of  my  men,  two  more  of 
my  officers  being  wounded,  the  enemy 
firing  on  me  from  all  directions,  and 
hearing  no  lire  on  my  left,  wiiich  made 
me  conclude  that  the  left  must  have  re- 
tired, anfl  1  could  have  no  chance  of  re- 
ceiving their  support,  I  assembled  the 
officers,  and  taking  their  opinion  on  the 
subject,  I  deemeu  it  most  prudent  to 
accept  the  enemy's  terms  of  surrender 
on  the  proviso  that  we  should  be  treated 
as  we  ought  to  be.  On  being  marched 
jirisoners  into  the  citadel,  I  rejoiced  to 
find  J  had  adopted  a  measure  which 
saved  the  lives  of  my  remaining  raen,  as 
I  then  discovered  that  I  was  surrounded 
on  all  sides  by  at  least  three  or  four 
thousand  of  the  inhabitants,  troops,  and 
armed  people.  On  enti^ring  the  citadel 
1  found  that  Major  Vandeleur  had  also 
been  obliged  to  surrender  about  half  an 
hour  before  nie,  as  far  as  I  can  recollect; 
but  of  the  whole  of  this  small  detachment 
(for  I  can  scarcely  call  it  a  regiment)  I 
lost  about  220  rank  and  file,  and  seven- 
teen officers  in  killed  and  wounded. 

Q.  At  what  hour,  as  well  as  you  can 
recollect,  did  you  surrender? 

A.  About  ten  minutes  before  twelve 
o'clock. 

Q.  From  the  period  of  your  marching 
to  the  attack,  till  the  time  of  the  surren- 
der, did  yoLi,  or  did  you  not,  receive  any 
orders  from,  or  conmmnicate  in  any  way 
with,  General  A\'hitelocke  ? 

A.  I  did  not;  and  in  my  mind  it  would 
have  been  hardly  possible  for  any  officer 
to  have  communicated  with  me,  as  I  was 
iu  every  way  hemmed  in.  Anv  otHcer 
mu!rt,  I  think,  have  been  killed  in  the 
attempt. 

Sir  John  Moore. — At  that  rale  no 
officer  could  receive  orders  during  any 
action. 

Q,  If  you  had  had  the  means  of  re- 
porting your  situation  to  General  \V  hite- 
locke  previous  to  your  surrender,  should 
you  have  known,  from  any  orders  you 
had  received,  where  he  was  to  have 
been  found  that  day  ? 

A.  No  ;  but  I  conceive  I  should  have 
sent  to  him  to  Hie  Miseiarc,  according 
jbe  m\  own  idea. 


Cross-examined  by  lieuteiHait-generul 
IVhitdocke. 

Q.  Should  you  not  have  rei>orted,  as 

matter  of  course,  to  head  tpJarlcrs,  if  you 
could  not  have  reported  to  j  our  Briga- 
dier-general? 
A,  Cert'aiiily. 

Examined  by  the  Court. 

Q.  What  had  been  done  with  the  flints 
which  were  taken  out  at  head  quarters; 
were  they  not  put  by  in  the  pouches, 
and  had  not  the  men  also  spare  Hints? 

A.  If  they  had  obeyed  my  orders 
they  ought  to  have  had  spare  flints.  I 
cannot  say  what  was  done  with  these 
flints. 

Q.  State  when  the  flints  were  t^en 
out,  and  whether  you  know  if  General 
Whitelocke  had  any  knowledge  of  it? 

A.  Major  Ironmonger  stated  to  me, 
that  when  the  company  were  about  to 
march  from  head  quarters.  General 
Gower  directed  him  to  take  out  the  flints 
of  the  two  companies  on  the  morning  of 
the  assault ;  but  I  cannot  say  that  it  was 
done  by  the  direction  of  General  White- 
locke.    I  should  rather  think  not. 

Q.  You  said  that  you  would  have  re- 
ported, of  course,  to  head  quarters,  if 
you  were  not  enabled  to  have  reported 
to  your  own  brigadier-general.  Do 
you  then  suppose  that  when  an  army  is 
advanced  into  action  the  Commander  in 
Chief  is  always  to  be  found  in  the  rear 
or  at  head  quarters? 

A.  My  reason  for  reporting  to  head 
quarters  must  have  been,  because  I  had 
left  one  company  posted  there;  from 
w  hich  circumstance  1  concluded  that  tlie 
Lieutenant-general  was  to  be  found 
there. 

Major  Richard  Fandeleur   svjorn  and 
examined. 

Q.  Did  you  conmiand  the  left  wing 
of  the  88th  regiment  on  the  day  of  the 
attack  ? 

A.  Yes,  I  did, 

Q.  State  the  operations  of  that  wing 
from  the  period  of  your  s*;paration  from 
the  right,  until  the  time  }ou  were  com- 
pelled to  surrender. 

A.  Abeut  five  o'clock  on  the  morning 
«f  the  5itj,.  Lieytenaat-coloaei  Pufidfe- 
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sired  me  to  move  the  three  companies, 
which  then  formed  one  half  of  the  regi- 
jlient,  to  General  Lumley's  house,  which 
was  about  one  hundred  yards  distant 
from  the  regiment,  and  to  report  my 
arrival  and  the  column  being  under 
arms ;  which  order  I  executed  shordy 
after,when  another  company  joined  me. 
In  about  half  an  hour  afterwards  General 
Lumley  desired  me  to  move  m  front  as 
far  as  the  advance  post,  and  there  to 
wait  imtil  the  signal  guns  were  fired. 
I  asked  him  if  he  had  any  particular 
orders  to  give  me:  he  asked  me  if  I 
had  read  the  detail  already  given  ; 
which  was  that  1  was  to  penetrate 
through  the  street  to  the  water's  edge,  or 
at  least  as  far  as  I  might  be  able,  and 
there  to  lodge  myself  to  the  best  advan- 
tage, but  particularly  to  allow  no  firing. 
I  requested  him  to  give  me  some  in- 
formation relative  to  the  mode  of  de- 
fence of  the  enemy,  or  what  opposition 
I  was  Ukely  to  meet.  He  replied  that 
he  knew  no  more  than  I  did,  but  that  it 
was  particularly  necessary  I  should  if 
possible  gain  the  bottom  of  the  street. 
Adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


TWENTY-SECOND  DAY. 

FRIDAY,    FEBRUARY  26. 

The  Court  being  met  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment. General  Cuyler,  one  of 
the  members  of  the  court,  was  excused 
from  further  attendance  on  account  of 
indisposition. 

The  Judge  Advocate  informed  the 
Court,  that  Brigadier-Getaeral  Lumley 
was  in  attendance,  and  hoped  their  per- 
mission to  amend  an  error  in  his  state- 
ment of  the  preceding  day. 

Brigadier-General  Lumley  was  ac- 
cordingly admitted,  and  proceeded  to 
state  the  following. 

In  my  evidence  of  yesterday,  I  com- 
mitted an  error  which  I  was  not  then 
aware  of;  but  I  beg  leave  to  observe,  it 
is  by  no  means  my  wish  to  make  the  si- 
tuation of  my  brigade  appear  more  dis- 
tressing than  it  really  was.    In  my  reply 


to  a  question  of  the  Court,  T  slated  that 
my  brigade  had  been  almost  four  days 
without  meals.  As  far  as  relates  to  thii 
88th  regiment  this  statement  was,  I  be- 
lieve, perfectly  correct.  I  also  know, 
that  as  late  as  eight  or  nine  o'clock  on 
the  night  of  the  4th,  the  36th  had  not 
any  meat  that  day,  nor  the  two  preced- 
ing days,  as  they  had  been  detained  at 
the  outposts  much  beyond  the  expected 
time.  Some  time  after,  the  38th  had 
been  sent  from  thence  to  their  canton- 
ments ;  I  was  not  aware  of  what  I  now 
believe  to  have  been  the  case,  that  that 
regiment  had  cooked  provisions  during 
the  night.  On  my  arrival  at  the  Retiro, 
I  no  longer  commanded  any  particular 
brigade,  as  I  was  specially  ordered  by 
Sir  Saiiniel  Auchmutyto  take  the  super- 
intendanee  of  the  outposts,  assisted  by 
the  officer  of  the  day :  a  duty  of  such 
serious  importance  as  required  my  utmost 
vigilance.  After  that  time,  Sir  Samuel 
Auchmuty  himself  gave  directions  for 
provisioning  the  troops. 

Major  Fandeh'ur   called  and  further 
examined. 

Judge   Advocate. — Proceed   in  your 
narrative  from  your  detail  of  yesterday. 

A.  On  the  arrival  of  the  column  at  the 
advance  post,  I  divided  it  into  sections 
with  s«ven  file  in  front,  being  the  utmost 
space  they  could  then  occupy.  I  direct- 
ed Captain  Cheswell  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  rear  section,  and  act  accord- 
ing to  circumstances.  About  half  past 
six  ©'clock,  one  of  our  dragoons  came  to 
me  with  orders  from  General  Lumley 
to  move  down  the  street  directly  in  our 
front.  I  ordered  the  column  to  advance, 
and  on  proceeding  a  little  way  down  the 
street,  I  saw  two  of  the  enemy's  vedettes. 
As  I  approached,  they  retired  down  the 
street,  occasionally  looking  up,  as  if 
speaking  to  people  in  the  windows  and 
tops  of  the  houses ;  and  on  my  arrival 
aboTit  one-third  down  the  street,  a  fire 
was  opened  upon  me  from  both  sta- 
tions. I  immediately  ordered  the  co- 
lumn to  advance  in  double  quick  time, 
which  was  peremptorily  executed,  and 
answered  by  the  men  in  cheering.  As 
we  advanced  through  the  streets,  we  still 
continued  to  be  assailed  from  the  houses 
on  both  sides  with  musketry,  hand  gre- 
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nades,  brick-bats,  and  all  sorts  of  com- 
bustibles. When  we  arrived  at  tlie  large 
square,  we  found  a  breast-work  had 
been  thrown  up  directly  across,  coni- 
nosed  of  bags  of  liides  tilled  with  earth. 
We  ascended  this  breast-work,  and  de- 
scended on  tlie  other  side  into  a  ditch 
about  six  feet  deep  and  twelve  feet  wide, 
likewise  cut  entirely  across  the  street ; 
but  out  of  this  I  imrried  the  men  as  fast 
as  possible,  tlie  four  corner  houses  being 
occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  it  being 
flanked  with  cannon  in  the  grand  square. 
On  getting  out  of  this  ditch,  I  found  tlie 
street  terminated  in  a  gentle  descent 
down  to  the  river,  and  ran  in  front  of  the 
western  face  of  the  citadel,  whence 
the  enemv  instantly  commenced  a  (ire 
on  me.  With  the  assistance  of  some 
men,  I  now  endeavoured  to  force  my 
entrance  into  the  right  corner  houses  at 
the  bottom,  and  with  the  butt  end  of 
their  tlrelocks  they  with  difficulty  suc- 
ceeded in  breaking  the  door,  which  on 
being  opened  admitted  us  into  a  small 
square,  consisting  of  four  small  habita- 
tions of  one  room  each.  [  also  directed 
the  house  at  the  opposite  side  to  be  broken 
open  ;  and  being  excessively  galled  by 
the  fire,  I  ordered  the  men  to  shelter 
themselves  as  well  as  they  could,  and 
held  out  to  them  the  encouragement 
that  we  should  soon  be  supported.  I 
endeavomed  to  get  men  on  the  roof  of 
the  lirst  house  to  the  right  of  the  street 
which  1^  occupied.  There  was  a  para- 
pet wallbuiit  round  the  top  of  it,  but  I 
soon  found  it  wholly  impracticable  to  oc- 
cupy the  position  on  the  other  side  ; 
the  parapet  was  possessed  by  the  enemy, 
and  every  man  that  attempted  to  gain 
the  roof  was  knocked  dovvw.  Some  of 
our  men  had  got  jio. -session  of  the  oppo- 
site house  on  the  leit  of  the  street,  but  it 
being  higher  than  that  I  occupied,  it  was 
exposed  to  the  fire  from  the  citadel, 
which  soon  obliged  them  to  retire.  The 
enemy  then  brouoiht  down  a  field-piece 
from  the  grand  sciuare  to  the  ditch,  and 
some  of  our  men,  who  lay  concealed 
there,  tiring  on  them,  they  immediately 
abandoned  the  gun,  but  quickly  returned 
and  fired  it.  Our  men  returning  the  fire 
they  again  retreated,  and  I  was  informed 
by  Captain  Cheswell,  who  was  in  the 
iJitch,  that  they  had  left  three  killed. 
By  this  time  I  had  occupied  some  housps 


on  the  right,  but  two  of  tlicm  being  en- 
tirely invested  by  the  enemy,  I  was  ob- 
liged to  colli'ct  all  the  wounded  and 
other  men  into  o;ie  place.  We  main- 
tained our  position  till  about  a  quarter 
past  eleven  o'clock,  when  1  thought  it 
best  to  consult  with  the  officers  on  what 
ought  to  be  done.  There  was  no  ap- 
pearance of  any  of  our  own  force>  ; 
no  tiring  was  heard,  but  that  directed 
against  us:  we  had  but  few  men  left, 
and  a  retreat  appeared  wholly  impracti- 
cable ;  officers  and  men  were  lying 
about  wounded:  and  I  thought,  sur- 
rounded by  these  circumstances,  it 
would  he  a  breach  of  immanity  to  hold 
out  longer.  We  therefore  agreed  to 
enter  into  a  parley  with  the  enemv,  and 
I  directed  a  white  handkerchief"  to  be 
held  up.  A  Spanish  officer  immediateir 
jumped  up  from  behind  the  parapet  of  a 
house  top,  and  it  was  interpreted  to  him 
by  Captain  Carrol  that  we  were  willing 
to  surrender  on  terms.  He  immedi- 
ately asked  what  terms,  to  which  I  re- 
plied, that  we  only  required  quarters  to 
take  care  of  the  wounded.  He  imme- 
diately put  his  hand  on  his  breast,  and 
replied  that  they  were  Spaniards,  and 
always  treated  their  prisoners  with  huma- 
nity. Upon  these  terms  we  agreed, 
and  I  surrendered  mv  sword:  upon 
which  an  immense  number  of  the  ene- 
my appeared  on  the  tops  of  the  liouses 
where  they  had  lain  concealed.  Thev 
received  the  arms  of  the  men,  after 
winch  the  officers  were  conducted  to  the 
citadel,  and  tlie  men  to  separate 
prisons. 

Brigadier-Gcnernl  Crmifurd  again 
called  atid  examined. 

Q.  Continue  your  narrative  from  the 
period  at  whith  it  was  broken  ol'f  on  the 
close  of  the  4tli  July  to  the  time  of  your 
surrender. 

A.  Tiie  written  disposition  I  received 
of  the  attack  on  the  town  directed  me 
that  my  brigade  should  enter  it  on  the 
right,  and  move  to  the  centre  in  two 
columns.  The  left  column  to  consist  of 
rive  companies  of  the  light  battalion,  and 
four  of  the  93th,  makbig  about  600  rank 
and  file  ;  the  right  column  to  consist  of 
four  companies  of  each,  making  about 
540  rank  and  file:  the  left  column  t« 
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rpceivc  orders  from  Lieutenant-colonel 
Pack,  the  right  from  nijself.  We  were 
directed  to  penetrate,  if  possible,  quite 
down  to  tiie  river,  and  there  to  ortupy 
any  of  the  high  places  as  near  as  possi- 
ble to  the  centre  of  the  town.  The 
brigade  being  formed  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, in  the  two  roads  which  hud  been 
appointed  the  two  columns  to  enter, 
the  moment  the  signal  gun  was  fired,  I 
began  to  advance  with  the  column  under 
my  command  ;  supposmg  the  enemy, 
as  had  been  reported  on  the  4ih,  to  luive 
concentrated  their  principal  forces  in  a 
position  forming  a  squrre,  ha^ ing  within 
it  the  market  place,  and  on  tiie  eastern 
side  the  fort.  As  we  entered  tlie  tow n 
ou  our  right  of  t!)is  position,  the  left 
column  of  my  brigade,n]idpr  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Pack,  was  of  course  the  nearest 
to  the  southern  face  of  the  enemy,  and 
came  first  into  action.  I  with  the  right 
column  passed  quite  through  tiie  town, 
and  arrived  at  the  beaih  without  meet- 
ing any  obstacle,  or  seeing  any  thing  bvit 
gmall  straggling  parties  of  the  enemy. 
When  I  arrived  on  the  beach,  I  saw  the 
south-east]  bastion  of  tlie  fort  at  the  dis- 
tance of  about  450  yards;  and  being  of 
opinion,  that  by  remai'ning  where  I  then 
was,  I  should  not  have  followed  the  ob- 
ject of  the  difposition,  I  determined  to 
advance  on  the  fort,  as  I  kneV  the  45th 
were  directed  bv  the  written  disposition 
to  enter  the  town  by  the  two  streets  di- 
rectly on  my  right.  That  regiment  was 
not  placed  under  my  orders  ;  the  dispo- 
sition did  not  state  that  it  was  to  go  to  the 
Eesidencia,  nor  hnd  I  been  informed 
that  Colonel  Guard  had  received  any 
orders  to  that  etifect.  I  supposed,  there- 
fore, that  the  45th,  at  the  time  I  had  de- 
tennined  to  advance  along  the  beach 
towards  the  fort,  wax  at  that  time  close 
on  my  right.  I  sent  my  Brigade-major, 
Campbell,  to  order  Colonel  Guard  to 
advance  in  the  same  direction  with  the 
45th  regiment,  by  the  street  that  was 
nearest  and  parallel  to  the  beach.  I 
had  not  gone  far  when  I  met  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Pack,  who  had  already  made  a 
very  vigorous  but  unsuccessful  attempt, 
to  penetrate  through  the  enemy's  prin- 
pipal  position  ;  ana  from  what  Colonel 
Pack  had  seen,  and  from  his  general 
knowledge  of  the  town,  he  was  induced 
to  reconimeml  me  to  go  to  the  Resi- 


dencia,  wiiich  is  on  the  extreme  skirt 
on  the  south  side  the  tow  n.  It  was  then 
between  seven  and  eight  o'clock  iw  the 
morning;  and  althougii  I  had  the  great- 
est possible  conhdence  in  Colonel  Pack 
as  an  o'licer,  1  did  not  think  I  should 
have  been  justiiied  ii'i  retreating  ai  tJiat 
early  hour  to  the  Kesideucia,  though  at 
that  time  I  certainly  could  have  effected 
it  witliuut  any  dithculty  or  loss  what- 
ever. This  conversation  passed  close  by 
the  convent  of  St.  Domingo,  as  Colonel 
Pack  ascertained  it  to  me  to  be  ;  and  I 
observed  to  him  it  was  one  of  tiie  posts 
it  was  intended  I  should  occupy.  At 
this  time  Lieutenant-colonel  Guard  join- 
ed us  with  the  grenadier  company  of  the 
45th,  and  1  determined  immediately  to 
take  possession  of  this  post,  and  occupy  it 
in  the  hope  that  the  success  of  some  other 
attack  mit>,ht  enable  me  to  advance  still 
further.  In  this  I  was  confirmed  by 
the  opinion  of  that  brave  but  unfortu- 
nate nflicer,  Major  Trotter  ;  but  I  little 
thought,  when  I  thus  acted  to  the  best  of 
my  judgment  and  of  my  orders,  that  I 
should  have  been  abandoned  without  any 
effort  being  made  to  communicate  with 
me.  I  had  been  directed  to  take  certain 
posts,  and  there  to  wait  for  further  or- 
ders, and  this  post  was  one  of  them. 
Imnifdiately  alter  we  gained  possession 
ot  the  building,  which  was  very  close  to 
the  enemy's  main  position,  a  consider- 
able fire  was  directed  fioni  the  surround- 
ing houses  against  all  those  parts  of  it 
from  which  we  could  annoy  the  ene- 
my, and  the  roof  of  it  not  being  flat,  it 
was  consequently  much  less  disadvan- 
tageous than  the  buildings  of  the  town 
generally  were.  Till  twelve  o'clock  I 
had  no  reason  to  suppose  that  any  consi- 
derable disaster  had  befallen  any  part  of 
our  army,  and  when  about  that  time  a 
bpanish  officer  with  a  flag  of  truce  ap- 
proached the  convent,  I  flattered  myself 
that  the  other  columns  had  established 
themselves  as  near  to  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion as  I  had ;  that  General  Liniers  had 
judged  it  expedient  to  capitulate,  and 
that  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  comnnim- 
cating  such  intention  to  the  Commander 
in  Chief  through  ine,  that  he  had  sent 
this  ofticer.  When  however  he  came 
into  the  court-yard  of  the  convent,  he 
informed  me  that  the  88th  regiment,  and 
Spine  other  corps  which  he  did  not  sp*?- 
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f  ify,  were  taken  prisoners  ;  that  all  our 
attacks  had  failed,  and  that  he  was 
diarged  by  (reneral  Liniers  to  summon 
me  to  surrifuder.  'I'liis  [  peremptorily 
refused,  and  tlie  otTker  went  away  with- 
out remonstrance  or  any  further  conver- 
sation passing.  This  circumstance,  to- 
gether with  my  iiaving  been  four  hours 
at  this  post,  without  anv  one  coming 
near  for  any  information  or  assistance, 
made  me  think  the  lituation  not  an  ad- 
visabh}  one  to  remain  in  I  therefore 
determined  to  avail  myseU'  of  the  first 
favourable  moment  to  extricate  myself 
from  it ;  conceiving  the  be^t  time  would 
be  when  the  enemy  ;'p[)rc;iched  in  great 
numbers  in  the  streets  and  we,  by  mix- 
ing with  them,  miojht  rendiT  less  effectual 
the  fire  from  the  surrounding  liouses, 
which  were  now  completely  occupied. 
Between  twelve  andone  o'clcck,  a  C(*i- 
sidfrable  column  came  into  the  street  on 
the  west  side  the  of  convent,  appnrently 
wrtii  the  design  to  seii^e  a  three  poundcj^, 
vhicli  the  narrownt'ss  of  the  «ntraHce 
had  prevented  us  bringing;  in.  I  innne- 
diateiy  ordered  all  tiie  ritle  corps  trom 
the  ditferent  stations  in  tlie  building,  and 
also  ordered  to  be  taken  down  the  colours 
of  the  71st,  which  we  had  found  on  our 
first  entrance  into  the  convent,  aiid  had 
displayed  on  the  top  of  it.  While  I  was 
thus  preparing  to  evacuate  the  post,  the 
enemy  were  on  the  point  of  seizing  tije 
gun,  but  were  attacked  with  such  vigour 
and  bravery  by  the  grenadier  company 
of  the  45th,  headed  by  Colonel  Guard 
ami  a  small  party  of  liglit  infantry  with 
Major  Trotter,  that  they  were  compel- 
led to  give  way.  But  the  lire  from  the 
liouses  close  to  tb.e  convent  was  so 
fierce,  that  about  forty  men  ofthe4jth 
were  killed  or  wotuided  in  the  course  of 
two  or  tiiree  minutes  :  Major  Trotter 
was  also  killed  :  and  linding  the  impossi- 
bility of  effecting  any  thing,  I  ordered 
the  remainder  to  retire  back  into  the 
convent,  which  we  continiied  to  defend 
till  about  half  past  three  o'clock.  After 
the  attempt  to  evacuate,  which  I  have 
just  described,  I  was  fuUv  convinced 
we  were  unable  to  extricate  our-eives 
by  any  effort,  and  soon  after  this  the 
firing  ceased  in  all  parts  of  the  town, 
and  as  none  of  our  troops  came  near  us, 
I  concluded  of  course  tliat  the  attack 
tad  generally  failed.    About  half  past 


three  o'clock,  I  assembled  the  field  off»« 
cers.  Colonel  Pack,  Colonel  Guard,  and 
Major  Macleod,  who  commanded  the 
detachment  of  the  artillery  corps.  I  told 
them,  tliat  in  my  opinion  to  retreat  was 
utterly  impossible ;  that  it  was  com- 
pletely in  the  power  o!  the  enemy  to  an- 
nihilate the  remainder  of  theT^rigade,  as 
being  then  in  the  very  heart  of  the  town 
With  only  six  liundred  men.  It  appeared 
clear  to  me,  that  all  the  rest  of  the  army 
had  been  obliged  to  retreat,  and  in  these 
circumstances,  after  waiting  eight  hours 
on  the  post  I  had  been  ordered  to  occu- 
py, m  expectation  of  other  orders  which 
I  Jiad  been  taught  to  believe  I  should 
receive,  I  did  not  think  that  the  sacri- 
fice of  the  remainder  of  the  men,  could 
cither  conduce  to  the  honour  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's arms,  or  prove  in  any  way  ad,van- 
tageous-  I  added,  that  though  linight 
deem  myself  justified  in  acting  upon  my 
own  opinion  only,  yet  I  should  do  no- 
thiiig  with  the  view  of  ending  the  action, 
unless  1  had  the  entire  concurrence 
and  sanction  of  all  the  lield  officers  I 
had  named,  they  being  the  only  persons 
in  the  convent  acting  as  such.  After 
mature  dt^liberation,  Lieutenant-colonel 
Pack  and  Colonel  Guard  did  positively 
and  imequivocally  give  it  as  their  opi- 
nion, in  concurrence  with  mine,  that 
the  situation  was  sucii  as  fully  justilied 
me,  and  made  ij:  advisable  that  1  sliould 
ho;d  out  aliag  of  truce  for  putting  an  end 
to  the  action  on  the  best  terms  I  could 
obtain.  Lieutenant-colonel  Holland,  who 
was  on  the  statl"  of  the  army,  and  was 
present  at  this  conversation,  was  not 
consuhed  ;  he  being  my  brother-in- 
law,  motives  of  delicacy  prevented  my 
asking  his  opinion.  When  I  asked  that 
of  Major  Macleod  of  the  <-)jth,  he  seem- 
ed to  hesitate  ;  and  as  I  concluded  Irotn 
this,  th.at  he  thought  we  could  extricate 
ourselves,  1  said  to  hiiii,  "  Major  Mac- 
leod, do  you  think  we  can  get  out  of 
this  place?  Although  I  do  not  think  it, 
I  will  this  moment  place  myself  with  you 
at  the  head  of  the  column,  antl  we  vvilj 
be  the  first  to  lead  it  out."  The  Major 
did  not  accept  this  proposal,  but  did  con- 
cur with  the  other  lleld  officers.  A  flag 
of  truce  was  in  consequence  held  out  by 
us  to  the  enemy,  who  on  their  part,  ia 
the  course  of  the  day,  several  timei  ap- 
proathtd  withliags  of  truce,  but  merely 


128 


TRIAL  OF  LIEVTEN'ANT-GENERAL  VVHITELOCKE. 


for  the  purpose  of  enticing  us  out,  and 
then  firing  upon  us.  Our  people  after 
this  naturally  lired  on  their  flags  of  truce, 
so  tiiat  it  was  a  consideraljle  time  after 
we  displayed  ours  that  tliey  took  any 
notice  of  us.  At  leugtli  an  oflicer  ap- 
proached, with  whom  I  liad  a  conversa- 
tion in  the  presence  of  Colonel  Pack, 
and  I  believe  of  Colonel  Guard  ;  and 
tinding  that  no  other  terms  could  bt-  ob- 
tained, I  thought  it  better  to  surrender 
the  remainder  of  my  brigade  as  prisoners 
of  war.  The  number  wliicli  surrendered! 
believe  to  have  been  about  six  hundred 
rank  and  fde.  My  division  on  entering 
the  town  consisted  of  live  hundred  and 
forty  ;  Colonel  Guard  brought  with  liim 
about  one  hundred,  and  the  number  of 
Colonel  Pack's  division  vvhicii  joined  me 
was  about  seventy.  The  number  of 
killed  and  wounded  I  cannot  exactly 
state,  but  of  the  latter  we  left  about  one 
hiuidred  on  the  floor  of  the  convent  so 
severely  wounded,  that  they  were  not 
able  to  be  removed.  In  the  afternoon 
of  the  6th,  General  Gower  came  to  Ge- 
neral Liniers' house,  where  I  then  was  at 
dinner  with  the  Spanish  General.  1  had 
then  no  opportunity  of  saying  a  word  to 
him  that  was  not  heard  by  every  one  at 
the  table,  but  1  afterwartls  went  with 
him  and  General  Liniers  into  the  apart- 
ment of  the  latter,  and  before  they  en- 
tered upon  business,  1  thought  it  my  duty 
to  take  the  Wajor-General  aside,  and 
tell  him,  that  from  what  1  had  observed, 
I  was  quite  convinced,  that  if  the  army 
attacked  the  town  again  in  the  same  way 
they  had  done  on  the  jth,  thev  would  Ijc 
completely  defeated.  Nolliing  more 
passed  between  us  till  some  hours  after 
he  sent  for  me  to  go  into  General  I.iniers' 
room.  The  paper  tliat  detailed  the 
articles  of  the  convention  was  lying  on 
the  table,  and  persons  were  employed 
in  copying  it.  "I'he  Major-general  told 
me  that  General  Linie:s  was  receiving 
frequent  reports  of  great  cruelties  com- 
mitted by  our  soldiers,  which  kept  his 
people  in  a  state  of  great  irritation,  and 
which  might  produce  serious  consequen- 
ces to  the  prisoners  in  their  power.  To 
this  I  replied,  that  1  believed,  and  I  do 
now  believe,  that  as  long  as  that  irrita- 
tion was  kept  up  by  such  reports,  there 
was  reason  to  apprehend  the  prisoners 
V  ere  not  safe.     Gejiergi  Gowcr  wrote 


out  an  order  on  that  subject,  and  asked 
me  if  I  svould  accompany  General  Elio 
to  the  llesiflerfcia^  tor  tlie  purpose  of 
delivering  this  order  to  the  ofticer  com- 
manding there,  which  I  accordingly  did. 
I'he  irritation  of  the  people  was  indeed 
very  great,  and  so  apparent,  that  one 
day  when  1  was  walking  through  the 
streets  with  an  officer,  one  of  them  pre- 
si^nted  a  musket  at  me  though  the  officer 
was  beside  me.  I  am  however  convin- 
ced that  the  Spanish  officers  had  suffi- 
cient power  over  these  people  to  keep 
them  in  subjection  if  the  cause  of  that 
irritation  was  removed. 

Q.  You  stated  that  you  reached  the 
beach  without  any  obstacle.  Do  you 
tiiink  that  the  co-operation  of  the  navy 
at  that  time  would  have  been  of  consi- 
derable avail  in  securing  the  success  of 
the  attack  ? 

A.  If  the  gun  boats  had  been  in  very 
considerable  number,  and  could  have 
approached  near  enough  to  fire  with 
etfect,their  co-operation  would  undoubt- 
edly have  been  very  great. 

Q.  Did  any  gun  boats  approach  the 
town  after  you  were  taken  prisoner; 
and  if  they  did,  what  effect  had  their  fire 
on  the  town  ? 

A.  Two  or  three  gun  boats  did  fire 
on  the  town  on  the  morning  of  the  6th : 
some  of  the  shot  struck  General  Liniers' 
house  where  I  was,  but  the  fire  was  not 
sulficiently  considerable  to  produce  very 
material  effect. 

Q.  V\'as  the  co-operation  of  the  fleet 
ever  required,  or  did  it  enter  into  the 
plan  of  attack  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  re- 
quired, but  certainly  it  did  not  enter  into 
the  plan  of  attack  which  was  communi- 
cated to  me. 

Q.  Should  you  have  adopted  the 
measure  you  did  if  you  had  known  that 
the  Residencia  was  the  specific  object  of 
attack  of  the  4jt!i  ? 

A.  I  should  have  thought  it  my  duty 
to  occupy  the  post  whicii  1  did  occupy  ; 
but  as  in  ads'ancing  through  the  town  it 
was  clear  tliat  the  Kesidencia  was  totally 
out  of  the  enemy's  position,  I  shoulci 
have  taken  upon  myself  to  have  pre- 
vented the  45th  from  going  thither. 

Q.  Had  you  any  other  guns  but  the 
three-])ounder  you  have  mentioned  as 
attached  tp  your  column  ? 
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A.  AlUiclipd  to  my  coUiniii  I  had 
liuiie;  willi  Colonel  I'ack  tlifie  was  an- 
otliiT  three-poundor. 

Q.  Would  not  the  opcrafioii'^  of  the 
troops  under  \oiir  cuniiitaiKl  liuve  been 
greatly  assisted  by  artillery  } 

A.  I  do  not  liiiiik.  that  field  pieces 
taken  into  the  town  in  tiie  nianmr  we 
advanced  would  have  occasioned  any 
great  dillereiice  in  tlie  result  ot  our  at- 
tack. 1  am,  however,  ol  opinion,  that 
cannonadinjr  tiie  town  in  tiilCerent  points 
would  have  made  a  inateriai  diftennce  ? 

Q.  I'Voni  what  you  >aw  of  the  Ntrenglli 
and  means  of  the  enemy  on  the  5th,  are 
you  of  opinion  that  the  necessity  tor 
surrender  would  iiave  i)een  prevented 
liad  you  received  su]jport  from  the  re- 
serve under  Cieneral  \VhiLelocke  or  from 
Colonel  Mahon,  iVom  which,  from  vour 
knowledj^e  ot  those  corps,  eitlier  of  tl;em 
would  have  been  able  to  give  you  had 
they  been  so  inclined  ? 

A.  The  central  reserve  consisted,  as  I 
understood,  of  about  one  hundred  men. 
If  a  part  of  this  rcservs  had  marched 
round  tlie  town  to  the  Residencia,  as  I 
am  convinced  it  might  have  done  witli- 
out  any  dilliculty,  and  had  it  advanced 
from  thence  witii  the  43lh,  which  appe.ir- 
ed  not  to  have  been  iu  action,  I  have  not 
the  smallest  doubt  they  w  ould  liave  ren- 
dered the  operations  still  more  easy. 

Q.  At  what  liourofthe  day  did  the 
advantages  obtained  by  tiie  enemy  ai^- 
pear  to  you  d'  cisive  ;  so  far  as  to  prevent 
the  possibility  of  your  being  extricaied 
from  the  situation  in  which  vou  were, 
even  if  assisted  by  the  co-openitiun  of 
tiiat  part  of  the  British  troops  wlucii  had 
not  been  eni^ased  in  action  ^ 

A.  In  my  opinion  tlie  force  above- 
mentioned,  thougii  sufllcient  to  have 
extricated  me,  might  have  tbvind  very 
considerable  clilViculty  in  doing  so  after 
all  the  other  troops  had  been  either 
taken  or  compelled  to  evacuate  the 
town.  About  iialf  past  two  o'clix'k,  I  am 
ofopinion,  that  tiiat  force  miglit  not  iiave 
been  sufficient  of  itself ;  but  if  in  addition 
to  this,  Colonel  Mahon's  corps,  which 
I  understood  consisted  of  about  i.'000 
men,  could  likewise  have  been  brought 
up,  the  probability  is  that  they  would 
have  enabled  us  to  detile  out  of  the  con- 
vent. 

Q.  Had  you  any  notice  during  the 


5th,  what  were  the  posts  of  retreat  if 
ri'trcat  became  necessary  ;  or  wfiere 
General  U'hitelocke  was  to  be  found  dur- 
ing that  (lav  !* 

A.  No  point,  upon  which  in  case  of 
failure  I  was  to  retreat,  was  ever  named 
to  me  ;  nor  did  I  eser  receive  any  infor- 
mation respet  ting  the  situation  in  wliicii 
IheCoinmanderiii  Cnief  would  be  found, 
I'mther  than  that  which  I  have  already 
stati'd  to  have  been  communicated  ta 
me  in  conversation  by  General  Gower 
on  the  evming  ot  the  -Uh.  After  leaving 
the  ground  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  I 
never  saw  any  stalf  oflicers  e.Kcept  thoae 
of  my  own  brigade. 

Q.  Was  it  communicated  to  voii  by 
General  Gower  that  Geiwral  A\'hiielocke 
had  determined  to  remain  stationary  ai, 
lieail  quarters  during  the  wliole  ofthe 
5th  ? 

A.  Genend  Cower  told  me,  as  I  liave 
already  stated,  that  he  should  advise 
'J'.e  Commander  in  Chief  to  take  his  sta- 
liou  on  t!ie  morning  at  the  place  where 
I  under-,ti)(jd  he  remained  the  whole 
day,  at  tiie  Coral ;  but  1  certainly  did 
not  understand  that  it  was  his  intention 
to  remain  there  ail  day  wiliiout  any  ex- 
ertion. 

General   Whitelocke    declined    putting 
any  qaebtions  to  the  witness. 

E.iaiiiin.^d  by  the  Court. 

Q.  M'hen  yon  arrived  at  the  Residen- 
cia  m  tiieaUernoon  of  tiie  Gth,  in  order 
to  make  eiKiuiries  about  the  reports 
mentioned  l>y  Cveiier^il  i.iniers,  did  you 
lind  tliere  was  any  foundation  for  these 
rejjorts  i 

A.  I  was  assured  by  ^Jajo^  Nicholls 
of  the  45th,  that  as  far  as  related  to  his 
regiment  there  could  be  no  foundation 
whatever  tor  them.  1  know  certainly, 
tiiat  by  a  division  of  my  own  brigade 
some  women  and  children  were  found 
naudered  in  a  house,  but  my  linn  con- 
viction is,  that  the  murders  were  coin- 
niitted  by  a  lawless  banditti  wliicii  form- 
ed a  part  of  the  eiu  iny's  force,  and  I 
toid  the  hlpanisii  General  so  at  the  time 
lie  mentioned  the^e  reports  to  me.  The 
Court  will  excuse  this  apparent  inconsist- 
ency,when  I  said  that  we  had  giren  cause 
tor  ir,  itutlon ;    but  J  mean  tiic  tfouse-. 
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qiieTjrr';  i^t  our  b««g  "in  the  town  caused 
t!«?^e  reports. 

Q.  Is  the  Cotirt  to  understard  that 
■>,-ou  had  no  authority  over  any  ether 
bricade  than  yoin-  own ;  (hat  you  were 
orch'r«*ti  to  penetrate  througli  the  town 
anc^iake  a  position  ;  that  having  clone  so 
vour  ordrr'wa^cl,  and  you  looked  for 
further  orders  (lotn  some  superior  offi- 
cer who  was  cliarged  with,  tiic  superiii- 
tcDdatirc  of  aU  tlie  attack^  ■ 

A.  Certainly;  and  even  my  authority 
i-  \r.v  own  bri^^de  appeared  in  a  certain 
dc'-ree  liraited  in  an  unusuul  manner,  in 
as  ninth  a-;  niv  own  personal  Mttiation 
was  pointed  out  in  general  orders,  which 
zho  expressed  tliat  the  left  column  of  my 
brigade  was  to  receive  its  orders  from 
CoToael  Pack;  and  liavin^  penetrated 
through  tJie  town,  I  certainly  felt  myself 
bound  in  a  dep;ree  to  wait  fur  orders.  It 
also  aj^ieared  to  nie  very  odd  that  the 
45th  did  not  receive  its  onlers  from  m;% 
1  beiiio;  the  only  brigadier  on  the  left 
wins;  oftjie  army. 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  of  th.e 
countrv,  and  tfie  me;uis  and  stren?^tli  of 
the  enemv,  are  yon  of  o-pinion  that  the 
Britibh  force  MMit  against  Buenos  Ayres 
was  or  was  not  sufficient  to  accoraplisii 
its  object  ? 

.  A.  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  was  fully 
sufficient  to  take  tl^e  town  of  Ikienos 
Avres,  and  that  ifafter  that  event  it  hatl 
been  tmuid  pr;icti<aWe  to  conciliate  the 
inhabitants,  we  should  havi-  relaised  it 
with  a  reasonai)le  dcirree  of  security. 

Q.  Was  the  4jfh  mentioned  in  the 
or!-.^inal  plan  as  placed  on  fhe  ri^ht  of 
your  bvii^ade  ? 

A.  All  that  was  said  in  the  original 
disposition  of  the  4:)th  was,  "  the  4.")th 
to  advance  by  vvins;s  left  in  front  iqi  the 
two  next  streets  beyond  the  hght  l>at- 
fcilion." 

Q.  When  did  yon  '.indcrstand  that  it 
was  ?ont  to  the  Residencia  LfV  verbal 
orders? 

A.  It  was  after  the  hs^ad  ofmv  colinr.n 
iiad  arrivi^l  at  tlv^  beach. 

Q.  Did  or  did  not  the  plan  of  atta<k 
given  YOU  by  (i.-neral  Govv  er  differ  from 
tlie  one  explained  at  head  quarters  on  tiie 
4th? 

A.  On  the  morning  of  the  4th  I  re- 
'  ccivtd  t'Ao'\i<intten  dispositions,  the  last 
trf"  which  was  acted  cpon,  and  w  as  in 


some  particulars  differei;t  from  thf  (iM. 
The  I-.tjur  of  attack  was  tiot  the  same, 
and  tije  ordfr'to  penetrate  the  town  was 
tnure  pereinp'.ory. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  what  v<tjs  the  object 
to  he  obtained  by  penetrating  through 
the  streets  to  the  beach,  when  they  could 
withovit  i'ny  difficulty  have  readied  that 
point  bv  marching  roand  tlie  town  ? 

A.  r  conclude  the  object  must  have 
been  to  engage  with  tlie  principal  part 
of  the  enemy's  force,  which  by  marcliing 
round  the  town  we  should  not  have  conic 
in  contact  with.  I  beg  the  Court  to 
understand,  that  I  am  giving  an  opinion 
only  on  the  propriety  of  the  inea>iire.  1 
can  only  guess  at  the  intentions  or  vievvl 
otthe  Commander  in  Chief. 
Adjourned  until  to-morrow. 


TWENTY-THIRD  DAY. 

SATURDAV,    FEBRV.\RY   27. 

The  Court  being  met  pursuant  <o  ad- 
journment, Brigadier-general  Craufurd 
was  again  called  and  examined.  A 
quo^tion  of  tiie  examination  of  the 
preceding  day  was  v.  pealed  to  him. 

tj.  Did  or  did  not  the  j)lan  of  attack 
given  you  by  General  Gcnver  differ  front 
tlie  one  explained  at  head  quarters  oa 
the  4lh  ? 

A.  I  have  both  orders  in  my  hand,  and 
win  read  them  'f'the  Court  wish  it.  Whil^ 
at  !icad  (piarters  on  the  forenoon  of  the 
4th,  I  received  two  dih[)ositions  for  tlr^ 
altacl?.  I  do  not  know  that  either  of 
them  was  given  me  by  Geni'ral  Gower^ 
but  that  which  I  received  last,  and 
wliich  was  tiie  oni'  acted  upon,  dillers  in 
snmctiiing  trom  tlie  former,  'l'\w  fust  [ 
received  in  an  ofiicial  letter  from  Ci)lonel 
Torrens,  the  military  secretary  ;  the 
second  I  received  oliici^ily  at  head 
quarters,  and  believe  to  be  in  (he  liand- 
wntin^  of  General  Gow<-r,  The  iirst 
order  contained  some  particulars  with 
respect  to  my  i  .igade  which  were  omit-* 
ted  in  the  last;  but  which,  not  contra- 
dicting the  teiior  of  the  former,  1  of 
course consiflertjd  I  ought  to  observe. 

Q.  Were  the  fust  orders  cifcular? 

A.  I  did  receive  tljein  in  au  officiai' 
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Mter  frGm  General  Whitelocke;  and 
the  circiim stance  of  my  having  that  let- 
ter in  my  pocki-t  whou  i  was  laktnj  pri- 
soner was,  I  hnve  reason  to  believe,  of 
inulerial  servitii? ;  the  Spanish  ol]Jccvs 
liaviiig  taken  up  an  opinion  b»'fore  1 
nrfxiuced  it,  tiiat  the  orders  of  GeneraJ 
Wliitelocke  h.n.ll)een  to  i\ive  nonuarter. 
On  my  shewing  this  letter  to  General 
Liniers  ami  G»eneral  lkiU)ian),il  appeared 
to  convince  tlieni  that  General  \Vliite- 
KK'k.e\vas  anxious  to  prevent  unntxessary 
eliiision  of  blood,  and  partieniarlv  to 
prevent  any  acts  of  violence  against  per- 
sons not  carrying  arms. 

Q.  \V  hen  you  reacin.'d  the  bi-ach,  and 
would  have  assailed  the  fort  and  citadel, 
had  you  means  adequate  to  the  task,  or 
did  you  entertain  any  doubt  of  their 
attainment  being  the  main  iujd  ultin^ate 
object  of  attack? 

A.  Having  no  orders,  1  certainly  did 
not  think  it  was  expected  of  me  that  I 
jliould  get  into  the  fort ;  but  had  I  seen 
any  possibility  of  doing  so,  1  should  have 
thought  it  my  duty.  The  ultimate  ob- 
ject of  attack  1  conceived  to  be  the  whoU; 
of  the  town. 

Q.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  surren- 
der of  tiie  town  would  liave  been  the 
jiatural  consequence  of  the  fort  and 
citadel  being  carried? 

A.  That  must  iiave  doi)ended  on  cir- 
cumstances. The  fort  is  small  and  was 
completely  commanded.  Had  anv 
small  column  attaike<l  with  advanlasje, 
and  thrown  the  enemy  into  a  state  of 
ronfusitm,  it  might  have  been  taken; 
but  if  otherwise,  i  think  it  is  very  proba- 
ble the  colunm  might  have  found  the 
same  (;ile  whicii  I  did  in  the  convent  of  St. 
Domingo:  I  inean,  if  it  liad  not  been 
supported. 

Q.  Do  you  believ?  that  any  advan- 
tage might  have  accrued  fro;n  the  troops 
being  ordered  to  load  in  the  conmience- 
ment  of  the  attack  ? 

A.  In  my  opinion  it  would  have  been 
belter  if  they  had  loaded. 

Q.  Are  you  sufficiently  accjuainted 
with  the  environs  of  Buenos  Ayres  to 
J'orni  an  opinion  w  h.ether  the  force  under 
iieneral  ^Vhitelocke  when  entire,  could 
have  been  so  disposed  as  to  cut  oil'  all 
supplies  from  the  town  ? 

A.  1  am  not  sutuciently  acquainted 
with  the  enviryns  from  iiny  actual  re- 


coimoitring  to  CTiable  me  to  speak  pt>si- 
tively  on  tint  point;  but  1  .\m  UKhned 
ti?  think,  tlxit,  coiisidt^ring  ll(eii>3bility  «*t' 
the  enemy,  froiw  the  nature  of  tlien- 
tjoops,  to  meet  v»s  in  the  open  held,  we 
might  with  safety  have  taken  such  jwsi- 
tic^ns  as  wo^ild  have  rendered  it  diihcult 
ftnlbe  town  to  have  received  the  jjcce*- 
sury  supplier  from  the  country  ;  but  had 
the  enemy's  troops  been  of  a  dijVerent 
<lescription,il  would  have  been  ovit  o4  the 
question. 

Ci.  I'rom  your  observations,  do  you 
think  that  a  communication  could  have 
been  established  with  the  Heel,  an<i  a 
situation  chosen,  from  which  the  effect 
of  batteries  might  have  been  tried? 

A.  If-lheanjiy  had  taken  a  p)sit!on 
on  the  north  side  of  the  town  embracing 
the  side  of  the  'j'oros,  we  might  have 
coniinunicated  with  the  ilect,  and  have 
tried  witli  advantage  the  elfects  ol  can- 
nonading and  bixnbarding  the  town.' 

Q.  A\  as  the  station  of  tive  SiJani-.h 
troops  on  the  tops  of  the  houses  on  tht; 
jlh  such  as  coidd  have  atiorded  then> 
jiirote.tion  from  shot,  and  sliells  of  grajif, 
and  carronades  of  a  heavy  ni'ture  ? 

A.  I  certainly  think  lUal  a  cannonade 
from  the  heights,  with  heavy  batteries  o!i 
the  loros,  niu>t  have  had  considerable 
ejilct  in  preparing  the  wav  for  an  as- 
sault. l"he  houses  are  not  such  as  to 
resist  either  shells  or  siiot,  though  there- 
is  so  very  little  wood  used  in  their  con- 
struction as  to  render  t.hem  not  easily  set 
on  lire.  The  fort  itself  had  no  parapet, 
and  several  of  the  principal  houses,  from 
the  tops  of  v.hich  the  enemy  tired  with 
eifect  against  our  troops  appioacliing  the 
fort,  were  entirely  open  to  the  lire  of  the. 
gun-boats,  and  such  other  vessels  as  the 
dopth  of  water  would  permit  to  get  near 
the  town. 

Q.  Are  you,  or  are  you  not,  aware  ©f 
any  pressureof  circumstances  which  ren- 
dered it  unavoidably  nece-sary  to  pro- 
ceed to  action  on  the  morning  of  the  5th?. 

A.  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  was  ad\  i^e- 
able  to  change  mn-  position,  and  to  at- 
tack the  heights  of  the  Toros ;  but  cer- 
tainly there  was  no  circumstance  known 
to  me  that  rendered  it  necessary  to  as^ 
sault  the  town  on  that  day. 

Q.  Had  you,  or  had  you  not,  2ny 
sort  of  intimation  or  knowledge  of  the 
plaa  or  dis^ositioa  whicii  tiie  Conuuaa- 
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<kr  in  Cliiefbad  it  in  contemplation  to 
make  wbfn  the  several  coluimis  should 
arrive  at  their  respective  destinations  on 
the  5th  July  ? 

A.  I  Iiad  not.  I  expected  that  some 
superior  officer  voiild  then  arrive  to 
jnake  a  further  disposition.  And  here  I 
■wish  to  make  some  alteration  in  my  evi- 
dence of  yesterday,  wher*'  I  stated  a 
conversation  \vith  Major  Maclcod.  1 
wish  to  correct  that  part  of  my  state- 
ment where  I  said  that  Major  Macleod 
did  not  accept  the  proposal  of  lieading 
with  me  the  brigade.  1  wish  to  add, 
that  though  I  repeatedly  made  the  pro- 
posal, iie  did  not  give  the  slightest  hint 
that  he  thought  the  attempt  oigr.!^  to  be 
inade.  He  seemed  ratiier  unwilling  to 
take  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of 

fiving  an  opinion,  which  I  apprized  uim 
should  call  on  him  officially  to  repeat : 
but  from  all  that  passed  between  him  and 
rae  in  the  presence  of  Lieuteuant-colonel 
Pack,  Lieutenant  Guard,  and  Lieut.  - 
colonel  Holland,  they  and  I  felt  con- 
vinced that  his  opinion  concurred  with 
ours.  After  the  attempt  to  elTect  a  re- 
treat from  the  convent,  1  ordered  the 
riflemen  to  resume  their  posts :  though 
I  know  that  an  infamous  publication 
states  that  1  did  not  allow  them  to  re- 
sume their  posts.  I  have  also  said  in 
another  part  of  my  evidence,  that  the 
gun  was  of  no  use  ;  but  allow  me  to  add, 
in  stating  it  was  of  no  use,  that  the  officer 
vho  commanded,  and  the  artillery  men, 
behaved  with  the  greatest  spirit  and 
bravi^ry,  and  made  every  possible  eflbrt 
to  render  it  effective. 

Lieutenant-colonel    Pack    sv:orn    and 
examined. 

Q.  Did  you  command  the  left  wing 
of  the  light  brigade  in  the  attack  of  the 
morning  of  the  5th  July  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  State  the  operations  of  that  wing 
from  the  time  of  your  separating  froju 
Creneral  Craufurd  to  the  time  of  your 
junction  with  him  at  Buenos  Ay  res. 

A.  I  proceeded  into  the  town  of 
Buenos  Ayres  by  the  road  j)oint»  d  out 
in  orders.  The  first  remarkable  cir- 
cumstance that  attracted  my  notice  was 
the  estraordinarj'  silence  of  the  town, 
only  interrupted  by  few  random  shots 


fired  from  a  distance  at  the  column  a"? 
we  passed,  borne  intelligent  men  of  the 
advance  corps  heard  the  sound  of  voices 
in  several  of  the  houses  as  we  passed, 
and  prudence  would  have  dictated  to  me 
the  necessity  of  having  them  separately 
examined  as  we  went  along,  but  thinking 
tiiat  such  an  operation  militated  against 
the  orders  I  had  received,  1  judged  it 
my  duty  to  press  torward.  i  did  so, 
and  without  opposition,  except  from 
some  sliot  iired  from  a  window  leading 
dov.n  to  the  great  square,  by  the  bottom 
of  which  I  passed,  till  I  came  in 
full  view  of  the  river  Plata.  Here  I 
halted  the  hi^'adofthe  coiunin  to  allow  it 
to  close  lip,  ';,'I  hearing  tiring  to  my 
left,  and  stemg  nothing  of  the  enemy  iu 
my  front,  or  any  post  to  occupy  there, 
T  contfiTiU  with  Lieutenant-colonel  Ca- 
d  )gai.,  who  aaveed  with  me  on  the  pro- 
priet\  of  taking  ground  <othe  left,  and 
commencing  an  attack,  sisppo^ing  that 
the  enemy  must  be  there.  'I'lie  just 
expiring  lamps  appi'ared  as  if  disposed  to 
assist  tiie  besieged  in  case  oi  a  night  at- 
tack, and  every  circumstance  seemed  to 
unite  in  aiding  the  pre|)araiion  for  in- 
tended resistance.  The  then  strength 
of  my  column,  as  nearly  as  I  can  state, 
was  about  six  hundred  rank  and  file.  I 
directed  LicutiMiant-coIonel  Cadogan  to 
lead  the  rear  half  of  the  division  in  ad-  , 
vance  in  a  street  parallel  with  me.  I  I 
was  certainly  under  apprehensions  that 
wc  were  unprovided  with  means  to  over- 
come the  defences  of  the  place,  and  I 
was  soon  convinced  that  I  had  entered 
on  a  contest  the  most  inv  (jual  perhaps 
that  was  ever  fought:  for  I  had  s«?arcely 
approached  under  the  t'ranciscan  church 
when  I  lost,  bv  the  almost  invisible  tire 
ofthetuemy  (and  who  were  certainly 
by  us  unassailable)  the  ofiicer,  and  aU 
n>ost  the  wliole  of  the  men  who  com* 
po<ed  the  first  division,  and  wlio  were 
volunteers  from  ditierent  companies  ; 
the  officer  and  nearly  half  the  men  of 
the  next  comjjany,  and  so  on  in  propor- 
tion of  tlie  others  which  compesed  my 
division.  Pinding  it  tinis  impracticable 
to  penetrate  to  tlie  objects  of  attack, 
which  1  conceived  to  be  the  sciuare  and 
flie  fort,  or  to  gain  any  advantageous 
position  in  that  neighbourhood,  I  thougiit 
it  right  to  desist,  and  encpiired  Ihe  suc- 
cess of  ihe  division  which  had  movtfd 
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down  the  parallel  on  mv  left.    Witli  tliis 
intention  I  withdrew  the  remains  at'  my 
men  to  the  cross  street  from  wliic  h  we 
had  advanced,  and  which   in  a  i;real  de- 
gree protected  ns  from  the  lire  to  wiiich 
we  had  lieen  exposed.     I  l-.ad  scarcely 
effected  lliis  when  1  h^arned  the   failure 
of  the  oilier  colimm  also  :   for  on  going 
'  into  the  street,  1  ftnind  the  men  retirinj^, 
and  soon  after  met  Lieut. -col.  Cudo^an 
himself.     He  was  excessively  agitated, 
and  emphatically  assured  me  that  he  ami 
all  his  mm  had  done  then"  dutv,  bnt  that 
r^'ally  they  pos.scssed  not  the  means  of 
siicceedin'j;.        I-'very     nian    and  liorse 
which  accompanied  the  ijuii  attacht-d  to 
Jiis  column  was  eiiher  l^illed  or  wotimieil, 
and  the  gun  itself  was  lost.     I  could  rea- 
dily believe  Lieut. -col.  Cadogun's  state- 
ment, and  dinxting  his  men  to  form  in 
the  line  with  mine,    1  went  myself  to  re- 
connoitre  the    bottom  of  the   building 
forming  the  square  in  which  the  Ji-suiis 
college  is  situated,  but  I  found  it  impos- 
sible to  get  an  entrance  there.     Un  my 
return  to  Lieutenant-colonel  Cadogan, 
I  intimated  to  him  mv  intention  of  pro- 
ceeding  to   the    Residencia.     5^ome  of 
the  men  had  by  tliis  time  forced  open 
two  houses,   hut  I  conceived  tiji-m  to  he 
of  no  tons<\[;jei;ce  e.xcept  in  ali^rdin;^ 
shelter  to  the  wounded  men.     Colonel 
Cadogan  however  deprecated   the  idea 
of  giving  up  the  ground  we  had  gained 
withsonuich  loss,  as  General  C'raufurd 
was   momentarily    expected  up,  and    1 
therefore  aliov.i'd  him  to  remain  in  t(,e 
position  the  troops  were  then   in,   and 
crossing  myself  to  fall  in  wit.h  General 
Cranfiird,   I  met  Colonel  Guard  with  a 
division   of  the   4jth,  and  from  him    I 
learned  that  the  Kesidencia  was  alreadv 
in  our  possession.     Almost  in-imediitel'v 
after,  the   head  of  General    Crauturd's 
column  appeared  at  the  top  of  a  narrow 
street  leading  to  the  back,  of  the  chur-h 
St.  Domingo.     I  had  often  mentioned  to 
General  Craufuid  the  advantages  of  a 
position   above    the    Residencia ;    and 
after   relating  to  him  the  misfortunes  of 
this  evening,  I  stated  to  him  the  imprac- 
ticability of  ever  coming  to  the  defences 
of  the  enemy  provided  as  we  then  were, 
and  strongly  pressed  on  liim  the  propriety 
of  then  taking  post  at  the   Residencia'. 
He  hesitated,   and  1  '-aw  ;in  evident  re- 
.iuctaucc  on  his  part  and  that  of  Major 


Trotter  to  retire.  He  asked  me  if  the 
buildiii'T  at  the  back,  of  which  we  stood 
was  not  St.  Domingo  church  ;  I  replied 
it  was,  but  that  I  did  not  think  it  an  ad- 
vantageous position  to  attack.  He  re- 
marked that  it  was  in  strict  conformitv  to 
his  or<lers  to  do  so,  and  1  reUiclantlv 
assented.  (.)n  entering  the  churdi, 
which  we  were  nnal)le  to  do  with  tlie 
three-pounder  General  Craidurd  had 
l)rouglit  witli  him,  some  parts  of  it  were 
touiui  la  overlook  llie  houses  more  thait 
I  cunless  I  thought  it  would.  The  co- 
lours of  the  7lst  were  aUo  found  there, 
and  I  w;is  very  glad  we  had  entered  it, 
satisfying  myseii,  that  tliouah  I  miglit 
have  actrd  contrary.  General  Craufurci 
as  an  otiicer  had  acted  right.  Under 
tliese  circum-.tances  Colonel  Cadogiia 
was  allowed  to  lio'd  the  [jtjsition  we  had 
got,  and  the  KMiiainder  of  these  men 
near  the  convent  were  brougiit  in.  it 
w-;!s  my  intention,  to  have  gone  to  Colo- 
nel Cadogan,  but  (General  Craulurd  in- 
sisted on  my  :^oing  to  where  the  surgeon 
was,  in  consetjueu'.  e  of  my  being  wounds- 
ed.  Lvery  thing  was  at  this  time  per- 
fectly (piiet,  and  we  rested  in  a  confident 
liope  that  a  favourable  opportunity 
would  soon  occur  for  our  again  renewing 
U\:  Ktion,  or  for  advancing  to  the  Fran- 
cisraii  cliMich,  which  was  a  little  in  our 
front,  and  a  verv  desirable  object  to 
nbtain.        I^etween   eleven   and    twelve 

0  cock,  as  nearly  as  [  can  recollect,  it 
was  reported,  with  other  favourable  cir- 
cumstances, that  the  colours  cf  the  fort 
had  been  hauled  dawn,  and  I  believe  no 
(jiie  dou!)ted  that  the  flag  of  truce  which 
sojii  after  appeared  was  a  surrender 
iiisteaii  of  a  sinnmons  to  our  troops.  In 
availing  tliemselves  of  a  flag  of  truce  the 
enemy  had  advanced  their  approaches 
to  us,  and  after  General  Craufurd  had 
dismissed  the  flag  of  truce,  thev  endea- 
voured to  press  forward  on  our  gun. 
I'lut  oftliis  1  was  notaware,  till  t!ie  bustle 
of  Col.  Guard  going  out  and  r^'tiirning 
attracted  my  notice,  when  I  heard  of  the 
severe  l(;ss  we  had  sustaijied.  General 
Craufurd  came  in  immediately  after; 
his  eyes  now  seemed  to  be  opened  to 
the  situation  we  were  in,  and  to  doubt 
ttiat  things  were  so  fcivom-ablc  as  we  had 
hoped  ;  and  so  satisfied  was  I  then  that 
he  would  have  thought  of  retiring,  that 

1  directed  an  oiliccf  (I  believe  Major 
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Marlrnd)  to  lake  rare  that  our  colours 
ivff.'  roiuidcd  to  same  trusty  men.  One 
oi  tliciu  had  been  plared  at  the  toj>  of 
the  coDvent,  avid  the  direction  I  liave 
»i«"f:tionfd  \v.is  the  cause  ot  its  being 
t.iken  down.  At  th.it  uiomeut  Gei)eral 
Crauiiird  Si*enied  to  doubt  ot  the  pro- 
priety ot"  retning.  He  asked  me  if"  I 
ihoi;ld  lie  ab'.e  to  arcoinpaiiy  hiin,  aiid 
still  penned  to  e:itertaiii  some  doubts 
«f  his  being  warranted  to  evacuate  his 
post.  'llie  tbir>:^  appeareci  tev  me  a 
point  of  too  much  dir-licacy  to  press  ; 
and  a  liope  of  receiving  orders,  and  a 
•<ense  of  duty,  a^  it  appeared  to  me,  led 
fienenil  Cranfiird  to  postpone  etfettiiig 
a  retreat  till  that  moment,  which,  a&  1 
conjecture,  was  betv. een  two  and  tiuec 
o'clock,  it  was  then  become  a  matter 
of  consideration  to  comnir'uicate  with 
the  enemy  :  he  seemfrd  to  think  a  retreat 
fmpracti cable,  and  1  certainly  thought 
niyw;lf  it  must  be  attended  with  vei'y 
st.-vt-re  loss.  In  a  little  time  afterwards 
he  as-^en^bletl  the  field  ofiicers,  and  gave 
his  opinion  decidedly  totheeiTect  \  liave 
nw'-ntionrd.  On  his  so  doing  directly  to 
isjyself,  I  said  that  in  tliatcase  I  tiiought 
a  cjuestion  arose  as  to  what  etf'ect  our 
r>ndnct  could  have  on  the  general  ope- 
ralloiis  oi'  the  army  ;  and  whether  we 
■>.  ere  not  placed  in  such  a  cril"ic;'.l  sitna- 
Jion  as  U>  make  it  necessary  that  we 
shouli]  sacrihc*'  ourselves.  Neither 
^^Tcnera!  Cr.uifur(K  nor  tiioie  oiliei;; 
present,  seemed  to  think  there  existed 
s?ich  a  necessity  ;  and  1  there  assented  to 
file judg.neut  nl(ien.Crairlurd,an  oilicej- 
whom,  though  unfortunate,  I  must  ever 
re-pert  and  admire.  And  though  I 
think  I  owe  it  to  him  and  myself  to  -tate 
distinctly,  that  in  giving  that  assent  he 
mist  be  cousiden^J  to  have  sanctioned 
that  which  afterwards  took  place;  I  do 
not  tliiiik  that,  however  convinced  he 
might  be  of  the  propriety  of  such  a  mea- 
sure, he  would  have  adopted  it,  unless 
conceiving  he  had  the  sanction  of  those 
with  whom  he  acted.  General  Crauturd 
seemed  perfectly  ready  to  sacpifice  his 
own  li'e,  but  thonglit  be  was  called 
tipon  to  interpose  to  save  the  lives  of 
tliose  under  him.  When  this  discussion 
took  place,  I  certainly  thought,  if  we 
were  obliged  to  surrender,  that  we  shoiild 
fiavr  had  better  terms  ;  and  when  evm- 
hially   General  C'raulurd  wewt  out    ty 


irteet  the  Spanish  officer,  I  was  nrt  pre- 
sent, nor  aware  of  she  circumstances 
wliich  let!  him  at  tliat  moment  to  niake 
tiie  compromise  he  did.  At  the  same 
time  that  I  mention  this,  I  do  not  mean 
to  ip..sinuate,  that  1  either  would  then  or 
cotiid  with  propriety  have  withdrawn  tlie 
sanction  I  liad  given. 

Q.  ^'ou  l>elonged  to  the  former  expcr 
dition  under  General  Beresford  i 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  While  YOU  were  at  Buenos  Ayres 
witii  General  Beresford,  had  \ou  tlie 
means  of  obtaining  a  local  knowledge  ot' 
the  town  and  envirws? 

A.  1  had — jjiecisely  of  tlie  town  itself, 
and  generally  speaking  of  the  environs. 

Q.  Were  you  the  senior  oincer  attacli- 
fd  to  the  expedition  under  General 
Whitelocke,  that  hud  been  with  the 
expedition  under  General  Beresford  ? 

A.  I  was. 

Q.  Being  the  senior  officer  who  had 
belonged  to  the  former  expedition 
against  Buenos  Ayres,  were  you  at  auv 
time,  and  when  consulted  by  Genera} 
Whitelocke  on  tl>e  intended  plan  of  ope- 
rations against  that  town  i 

A.  General  \\  hitelocke  stroke  to  me 
twice  on  the  subject — once  that  1  liap- 
pened  to  be  at  litad  quarters  on  llio  even- 
ing of  the  3d  July.  'i"he  orders  ami  ar- 
rangirinents  for  the  attack  the  next  moni- 
"mg  were  [he.n  i>suwl.  General  White- 
locke scL-ing  me,  beckoned  me  o\'er, 
anil  asked  me  "  what  do  you  think  of 
tlii^.^"'  or  something  io  th;ii  etfett  :  to 
which  I  replied,  that  every  x;onbdence 
w.s  to  be  placed  in  tlic  troops,  but  that 
I  was  auxioui  as  to  the  ir.eans  for  carry- 
ing t!ie  attack  that  wusilecided  upon  inlQ 
el'iect.  Something  in  that  moment  at- 
tracted the  General's  notice,  and  l)C 
ratlter  abruptly  broke  oil"  the  conversa- 
tion. General  WhitrUxke  then  appeared 
to  me  as  a  luan  iiilending  to  act  contrary 
to  that  which  was  his  own  judgment, 
and  1  was  ii>clined  the  more  to  this  opi- 
nion, having  seen  a  paper  that  men- 
tioned the  intended  attack  would  jiot 
h.ave  been  resorted  U3  un<k-r  other  cir- 
cumstances. ^'ery  shortly  alter  1  re- 
tiied  to  my  (quarters,  but  with  directions 
to  attend  the  next  morning  at  head 
cjuarters  at  nine  or  ten  o'clock,  with  the 
other  officers  to  receive  orders. — 
General  Craufurd  had  rcjianed  the  caie 
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*f  his  brigade  a  c;oocl  deal  to  me,  and  in 
|)iv|i:u'mg  the  cIL^positioti  ot  it,  ancl  »ot 
havina;  a  watch,   tlie  lioiir  inadwrtiiitly 
Jxisscil  nvcTv  and  I  was  not  present  when 
tlic  coiniriaiuRiigolikersa^st-mblcd.    I'hc 
}3;ent;ra!   (ifiiccrs    wtre    thi-re    however 
\vhen  I  arrived,  and  the  inomeiit  Gi'«je- 
ral  Whiteloeke  fvxvv  nie  he  called  over. 
Nothing  JK'.d  at  that  tiuje  been  furnished 
*t>  the  brigades  that  in   my  Toiiid  woiihl 
have    forc^arded   the  attack   intended; 
2nd  I  more  decidedly  tiraa  the  evctiiu;; 
before  meationv-d  mv  apprehensions  that 
Tte  had  not  the  means  of  sv.reeechng.     I 
fetnarkexl  to  iiiin  tiuit  from  tiie  turn-is  ot" 
Iktenos  Ayres  the  enemy  woulddistinctly 
|»erceive  every  uioveu'.ent  that  we  i?ia<le, 
and  {  sui^jTested  the  projjriety,  if  riich  an 
attack  was  determined  on,  that  it  would 
be  better  tf>  attempt  it  l)efore  daydsreak 
when    perhaps   ue  niis^ht    have  belter 
naeans  furnished   u^.     To  this  GeneraJ 
W  hitelocke  seemed  imn^.cdiatelv  to  as- 
sent, uiid  he  took  me  into  a  room  where 
the    other    general    ofiicers  were,   and 
nieatioi.ed  to  them  the  proprietv  of  what 
I  liad  stated.     It   w?!s  apj)roved  by  the 
general  officers,  but  as  I  thon^riit  was  so 
coolly  re<eivt-fl  by  the  second  in  com- 
mand, as  to  prevetit  nnich  discussion  on 
the  merits  of  the  2rra>ic;ement,  and  the 
conference  broke  up  with  orders  for  the 
afttack  to  tvike   place  on  the   following 
morning. 

Q.  Is  tjjc  Court  to  understand  that 
you  wcfe  n«>t  at  all  consuiled  by  (rcne- 
rJl  \\b,t.-l(«-ke  a-s  t(S  lije  plan  of  opera- 
tions till  afi-er  the  plan  was  tbnr.ed  and 
•rders  issued  for  its  exi  <  ution  ? 

A.  (  leave  it  to  the  Court  to  draw  tlieir 
ov.'n  conclusions,  Imving  st:itt-d  fact>. 

Q.  {laving  stated  ihat  in  your  conver- 
sation with  General  Whifclock^r  von 
nfention<  (1  your  anxietv  to  see  the  means 
for  carrying  the -attack  that  wa<  decided 
upon  into  effect,  and  having  sin;g;ested 
in  the  nibsequent  <  onver-^alion  the  pro- 
priety that  the  attack  should  be  made 
before  day-light,  did  you  or  did  you 
not  conHuimicate  a  distinct  disappro- 
bation of  the  plan  of  attack  dtciiled 
upon  ? 

li.  I  do  not  recollect  that  any  thing 
nwre  passed  than  I  have  stated. 

Q.  Having  stated  tiiat  you  recom- 
mended if  such  an  attack  was' to  be  made, 
the  propriety  of  attempting  it  before 
day-break,  did  you  convey  an  epinion 


that  if  the  attack  was  made  before  day* 
break  it  would  not  succeed  .' 

A.  Most  cvitainly  1  never  intended 
to  convey  ih.^  "-lightest  approbation  of 
the  attack  intended.  I'o  General  Crau- 
turd  1  opened  my  mind,  ami  deprecalvd 
the  plan,  as  in  my  opinion  it  would  be 
avteiidcd  witJisuch  dreatli'jl  loss. 

C^.  la  your  fiarrutive  you  stated  that 
you  were  al'.vx_\s  apjtreheu'^iive  you  were 
not  provided  with  means — in  what  pur- 
ticular  were  the  troops  under  your  com- 
mand  ujiprovided  with  mean=? 

A,  Icenceive  in  many,  lu  artillery, 
in  scaling  ladders  and  petards,  and 
belter  iniploments  f-T  breaking  opeit 
houses  than  thoie  whidi  i  understood 
were  provided, 

Q.  Having  stated  in  your  narrative 
that  the  door  ot  the  convent  of  St.  Do- 
muigo  was  broken  open  by  the  ihree- 
pounder  that  was  with  yoi:,  are  you  of 
opinion  that  if  more  artillery  liad  been 
ordered  to  accoinpany  the  columns  they 
would  have  had  a  belter  chance  of  suc- 
cess > 

A.  Certiiinly :  artillery  and  scaling 
ladders  were  in  sucli  an  attack  j)articU' 
larly  desirable. 

Q.  From  wiiat  voii  saw  of  the  strength 
and  means  of  the  enemy  on  the  5th,  are 
you  of  opi/iion  tltat  the  necessity  of  your 
surrender  would  have  bet  n  [jrevented 
had  you  received  support  from  the  re- 
serve under  liie  imtncdiate  oommand  of 
(Jenetal  W hitelocke,  or  from  the  force 
under  Lieutenant-colonel  Mahon,  con- 
sisting of  sixb^en  hundred  men  and  two 
hifndred  sailoi^s,  which  from  your  knovf- 
ledge  of  the  ^trength  of  tiiese  corps  either 
of  them  wo'ald  have  been  able  to  afford 
you  ? 

A.  Certainly :  a  simple  c-ommunica- 
tion  of  orders  would  have  prevented  the 
catastrophe,  or  liad  tiie  45th  regiment, 
acted  as  a  supporting  corps  to  con\ey 
orders. 

Q.  Can  you  state  from  your  local 
knowledge  of  the  enviroiis  of  the  town, 
whetlter  the  army  under  General  While - 
locke  when  enlu-e  couiti  have  been  sc^ 
disposed  as  to  cut  off  all  supplies  by 
land  to  the  town  ? 

A.   Yes,  I  think  it  could. 

Q.  From  your  local  knowledge  of  the 

town,  do   you    think  a  communication 

could    have  been  established  with  the 

fleet  in  a  situation  so  cho-en  as  from 
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then*  e  til*"  cfTf rts  of  llie  batkiies  niiglit 
liave  Ix'^ii  tried  ? 

A.  Yi:>. 

Q.  State  your  opinion  of  what  that 
jjiluation  oiiaht  to  Iiave  bvi-n  ? 

A.  'Jhe  Pliza  del  Toros  I  conceive  to 
be  the  best  commanding  hitnation,  and 
any  attack  I  would  have  inade  upon  tiie 
lown  would  only  have  been  with  the 
view  of  carrying  tliat  place,  all  the 
othePs should  merely  have  been  as  a  feint, 
Muce  the  possession  of  them  could  an- 
swer no  end. 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  of  the 
town,  was  the  situation  of  the  Spanisli 
troops  such  oti  the  jth  as  to  liave  af- 
ibrded  them  protection  from  grape  car- 
lonades  or  other  ordnance  of  a  heavy 
nature,  directed  against  llie  town  by  sea 
or  land } 

A.I  do  not  conceive  the  ..hipping  could 
veil  have  been  brought  into  aciioii  tdl 
the  Plaza  del  'I'oros  was  first  carried. 
That  place  certainly  prevented  a  great 
deal  of  the  ships'  lire  taking  elf'ect  on  the 
Spanish  tro^jps  as  thev  were  po>ted, 
From  the  land  side  batteries  oi  heavy 
ordnance  nnght  have  been  erected  with 
efl'ect,  aUhongh  the  ground  is  not  gene- 
lahy  favourable  to  it. 

Q.  Supposing  the  Plaza  del  Toros  to 
have  been  in  our  po^be•^^ion,  w^oiiKl  it 
have  been  practical)le  from  }onr  know- 
ledge of  the  town  to  have  jiad  an  effec- 
tual co-operation  troni  tlie  na\y  in  the 
attack .' 

A.  Most  certainly  :  I  cannot  conceive 
the  possibility  of  the  town  of  Ihieiios 
Ayres  holding  out  one  hour  with  batte- 
ries erected  ou  the  I'laza  del  J'oro-,  and 
a  well  combined  attack  ironi  the  navy. 

Cr!>si--tX(irnincd  hi/  Cvniiul  ffliit;  hcJif. 

Q.  Had  I  not  before  the  3d  July 
avuih.-d  ui)self  iu  various  conversation^ 
of  riie  information  afforded  by  ^our 
local  knowledge  oflhecuuntiy  and  its 
inhabitants? 

A.  On  the  inarch  from  tlie  F.iisinada 
General  Whitelocke  did  once  or  twice 
([uestiou  me  as  to  the  rout,  and  respect- 
ing the  Rio  Chui'lo,  and  otlier  points 
connected  with  the  march,  but  upon 
which  in  geneial  1  was  not  able  to  give 
any  information,  never  having  been  in 
that  part  of  the  country  my  self  before. 


Q.  Did  I  ever  see  you  before  you 
joined  the  expedition  from  Colonia.^' 

A.  Never,  I  believe. 

Q.  Had  you  heard  of  the  plan  of  at- 
tack b».fore  vou  joined  the  main  bodv  on 
the  3d  July? 

A.  N'evtr  ;  I  never  knew  even  the 
point  of  debarkation  except  from  report. 

Q.  Did  you  at  the  time  state  any 
other  delicieiicies  of  implements  for 
lorcing  doors,  &c.  and  did  1  not  imme- 
diately order  a  searcli  to  be  made  for 
SLch  implements  > 

A.  I  do  not  recollect ;  but  I  under- 
stood the  implements  I  mentioned  were 
on  board  ship,  and  I  have  reason  to 
know  that  General  Whitelocke  did  order 
such  search. 

Q.  Was  any  disapprobation  of  the 
plan,  or  any  opinion  unfavourable  to  iti» 
success  staled  at  the  meeting  on  the  4th 
Julv? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  that  there  was, 
though  some  remarks  were  made,  I  be- 
lieve by  myself  which  were  interrupted 
in  the  way  1  have  mentioned.  If  I  did 
not  open  my  mind  and  express  my  dis- 
approbation of  the  attack  intended,  it 
was  because  I  conceived  the  Commander 
in  Chief  had  the  best  possible  informa- 
tion from  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty,  who 
had  lived  for  three  weeks  in  close  intima- 
cy wjth  General  Beresford  previous  to 
the  arrival  of  General  Whitelocke:  and 
I  am  impressed  with  the  conviction  that 
Cieiieral  Whitelocke  had  originally  in- 
tfiided  t.o  act  ou  a  very  diflerent  plan, 
but  had  been  led  to  adopt  the  one  I 
have  mentioned  through  motives  of  some 
imperious  necessity  which  I  never 
learnt. 

.vdjuurued  until  to-morrow. 


TWEXT\'-I  OLRTII  DAY. 

MO.VUAY,    FEBRVARV,    29. 

The  Court  being  met  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment, it  was  intimated  by  the 
Judge  Advocate  that  he  h  id  received 
a  message  from  Brigadier-general 
Craufurd  relative  to  part  of  his  evi- 
dence on  a  former  day,  which  he  no\T 
wished  to  amend,  and  vhich,  if  the 
Court  aiid  General  Whitlocke  assent- 
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«i1,  might  in  the  opinion  of  the  Judge 
Advocate,  be  done  without  demand- 
ing the  personal  attendance  of  Gene- 
ral C  rail  ill  rd. 
The  Court  and  General  Whitelocke  ac- 
cordingly assented,  and  the  Judge 
Advocate  stated  that  the  amendment 
in  the  evidence  of  General  Crauiurd 
related  to  his  answer  to  a  question  on 
the  use  of  ordnance  in  the  attack  on 
tlie  town.  lie  had  answered  in  the 
negative,  but  now  wished  to  liave  add- 
ed to  tliat  answer,  tliat  lie  thought  they 
might  be  useful  in  breaking  open 
doors.  This  amendment  was  accoid- 
ingly  entered  on  the  minutes  of  the 
court. 


Lieutenant-Colonel   Pack    culled 
further  examined. 


and 


On  the  last  question  of  the  preceding 
day  being  read  over.  Colonel  Pack  made 
the  following  observation : 

"  I  do  not  conceive  that  answer  was 
quite  concluded.  I  think  it  proper  to- 
wards General  Whitelocke  to  state,  tiiat 
whatever  share  of  blame  may  be  attach- 
ed to  nie  on  that  occasion,  I  am  ready 
to  take  the  weight  olf  his  shoulders. 
Whatever  I  have  stated  was  dictated  by 
the  facts  themselves,  and  I  tln'ow  myself 
on  the  judgment  of  the  Court,  not 
wishing  to  say  one  word  too  much  or  too 
little. 

General  Whitelocke. — ^The  question 
was  a  very  simple  one,  and  reijuiied  only 
a  plain  answer.  I  do  not  wanttlie  ques- 
tion to  be  explained  away  by  the  pro- 
secutor or  by  any  one  else. 

Colonel  Puck  — I  thought  I  had  no  op- 
portunity of  stating  my  objections  to  the 
plan  in  question,  and  my  opinion  not 
being  asked,  1  should  have  considered  it 
presumplicHi  in  me  to  have  offered  it. 
But,  after  twelve  months  most  anxious 
reflection  on  the  subject,  and  with  all 
General  Bereslord's  opinions  upon  it  in 
my  head,  I  should  not  have  ft  It  myself 
jus'.iried,  had  I  expressed  any  direct  a{> 
probation  of  tlic  plan  of  attack  then  de- 
cided npon. 

Q.  What  would  have  been  the  pro- 
bable consequence  to  the  prisoners  ot"  a 
renewal  of  the  attack  on  the  town  either 
by  means  of  bombardment  or  other\vise? 

A.  1  think  a  boaibardment  of  the  iowb 


of  Buenos  Ayres,  must  certainly  hue 
endangered  the  lives  of  tiie  pri->oncrs 
very  strongly,  but  1  did  not  ihink,  as  I 
stated  in'.niediately  beloi-c,wh?n  General 
^^'hitelocke  asked  me  a  s'milar  question^ 
that  the  lives  of  the  prisoners  were  in 
danger  from  the  inhabitants :  1  did  not 
think  that  the  inhabitants  would  have 
put  them  to  death. 

Q  Look  at  the  letter  now  produced, 
and  state  if  it  be  a  copv  of  a  letter  writ- 
ten by  you  on  the  subject  of  the  pri>o^ 
ners. 

Here  the  letter  was  read  as  followb;  , 

Plaza  delToroi,  Sih  Juh/,  18Q7, 
It  is  my  determined  opinion  that  a  boni- 
baidmentof  the  town  wouid  be  amend- 
ed with  fatal  consequences  to  the  Bri- 
tish prisoners. 

(Signed)  D.  PACK, 

Lieutenant-col.  Tlst  reg. 
To  General  "Whitelocke. 

A.  General  Whitelocke  on  tlie  morn- 
ing I  came  to  the  Plaza  del  Toros,  asked 
for  my  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  pre- 
ceding action,  and  whether  I  had  any 
objection  to  give  that  opinion  in  writing. 
1  replied,  no,  certainly  not ;  but  at  the 
time  of  writing  it,  1  saw  the  statement  of 
other  opinions  would  be  much  endanger- 
ed by  the  exasperated  state  of  the  minds 
of  the  inhabitants,  if  any  renewal  of  the 
attack  should  take  place.  I  thought,^ 
however,  in  candour,  I  owed  it  to  myself 
personally,  to  apprize  Gvneral  White- 
locke, that  my  opinion  alUided  solely  to 
the  bombardiiient.  That  letter  I  wrote 
fo.-  General  Whitelocke;  iiot  to  him.     ' 

Q.  Was  this  letter  wntlen  by  the  de- 
sire of  General  Whitelocke,  and  al  whftt 
tiiiie  ? 

A.  Certainly  it  was  written  at  his  re- 
quest. It  was  after  the  exchange  of  pFJ- 
soners,  the  day  after  the  treatv  was  sign- 
ed. .  '  ■ 

Examined  hi  the  Court. 

Q.  Is  there  any  thing  so  particularly 
bad  in  the  climate  ot  Buenos  Ay  res  hi 
that  peiiod  of  tl;e  year,  when  you  we'rr 
before  it,  as  to  render  it  very  inconvcnienr 
for  the  troops  to  kee[)  the_  Jieid  ? 

A.  I  entertained  and  expressed  tf.e 
greatest  apprehensioii  of  the  slate  of  the 
1'  • 
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weather,  and  certainly  had  I  given  my 
opinion  previous  to  the  army  embarking, 
it  would  have  been  to  have  waited  till  a 
more  favourable  opportunity.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  climate  of  Buenos  Ayres 
at  any  time  so  bad  as  to  prevent  troops 
keeping  the  field,  but  there  are  particu- 
lar periods  when  there  falls  a  deluge  of 
rain,  and  that  period  was  just  approach- 
ing. 

Q.  How  soon  did  t!  e  rain  set  m  at 
Buenos  Ayres  last  July  .■' 

A.  There  was  very  beavy  rain,  I  think, 
on  the  night  of  the  'id,  and  on  the  morn- 
ing ottheSd  ;  but  it  did  not  continue  so 
long  as  it  usually  does  at  that  period  of 
the  year. 

Q.  Had  possession  of  (he  Colonia  been 
retained,  might  not  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  cattle  have  been  procured  to  supply 
the  army  for  a  given  time  .■' 

A.  Yes. 

Tlie  Judge  Advocate  hero  produced  a 
letter  from  General  AN'intelorke  to  Geii. 
I.iniers,  acknowledging  the  recciji' 
of  h's  letter  with  the  proposition  tor  a 
cessation  of  hovUilities  to  trt'at  on  terms, 
and  informing  him  tl;at  he  sent  Major- 
generul  (iower  for  that  purpose,  'rhe 
definitive  treaty,  produced  in  evi- 
dence on  the  first  day,  was  also  ordered 
to  t)e  entered  on  the  minutes  as  read 
here. 

Litutenani-cahynel  Cadogan  ."'vom  and 
examined. 

Q.  Did  you  command  a  division  of 
theleCt  wing  of  the  light  brigade  on  tiie 
dav  of  attack  at  Buenos  Avres  ? 

A.  Yes,  1  did.  ■ 

Q.  Describe  'he  operations  of  the  ad- 
vnnce'  under  your  command  frojn  tiie 
period  of  separation  from  Colonel  Pack, 
during  the  remainder  of  the  dav  of  at- 
tack ? 

A.  I  proceeded  forward  to  the  west 
side  of  the  building  called  Jesuits'  Col- 
lege, witiiout  any  considerable  loss  of 
men  ;  wlien  in  bringing  up  the  light  three- 
pounder  i)elonging  to  my  cohnnn,  ia 
order  to  force  an  entrance  into  the  prin- 
cipal gateway,  the  enemy  suddenly  ap- 
peared in  great  numbers  at  every  win- 
dow, on  tlie  tops  of  houses,  and  from 
the  barracks  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
street,  and  al>o  at  that  side  of  the  street 
with  some  ordnance.     Ob  a  sudden  the 


whole  of  the  leading  company  of^y 
column,  and  every  man  and  horse  at  the 
gun,  were  either  killed  or  disabled,  and 
we  found  it  altogether  impossible  to  pos- 
sess ourselves  of  this  very  eligible  situa- 
tion ;  and  clearly  impossible  to  pene- 
trate further  up  the  street.  1  was  there- 
fore necessarily  obliged  to  fall  back,  and 
throw  myself  with  about  l40  men  into  a 
house  about  140  yards  from  Jesuits'  Col- 
lege. The  remainder  of  the  column 
was  dispersed  in  several  houses  adjoin- 
ing, and  those  that  did  not  succeed  iu 
entering  were  either  killed  or  wounded. 
After  having  held  some  conference  with 
X-ieutenant-colonel  Pack,  respecting  my 
remaining  on  so  bad  a  post,  1  thought  it 
my  duty  to  detach  an  ofiicer  with  ten 
men  to  communicate  with  General  Crau- 
furd,  respecting  the  post  I  occupied,  and 
the  consequences  that  might  ensue  if 
we  continued  there  any  longer.  I  have 
since  learned,  that  every  man  of  this  de- 
tachment was  either  killed  or  wounded 
in  opening  this  communication,  and  that 
the  otiticer  with  great  difficulty  escaped. 
I  defended  this  post  for  almost  three 
hours  with  the  loss  of  a  serjeant  and  four- 
teen men  killed,  and  five  officers  and 
82  men  wounded.  Soon  after  an  ofiicer 
from  the  enemy  appeared  with  a  Hag  of 
truce,  wiiich  I  certainly  conceived  had 
no  other  object  but  an  offer  for  us  to 
surrender  to  the  troops  innnediately  op- 
posed to  us,  and  on  consulting  with  the 
officers,  I  judged  it  expedient  to  give  him 
a  parley.  Tlie  firing  from  the  top  of  my 
post,  was  necessarily  ordered  to  be  sus- 
pended, and  the  enemy  availing  them- 
selves of  this  circumstance,  poured  in 
numbers  round  the  post,  when  finding 
that  so  few  of  my  men  remained 
alive,  and  the  overpowering  numbers  of 
the  enemy,  1  vvith  the  concurrence  of 
my  olHcers  surrendered,  and  with  them 
was  marched  into  the  fort,  and  the  re- 
maining men  were  carried  oil'  to  dili'e- 
rent  prisons. 

Q.  Can  you  state  tlie  original  strength 
of  your  division  ? 

A.  I  cannot  state  with  certainty,  but  I 
believe  we  liad  250  men. 

Q.  Does  that  number  include  the  ar- 
'.  tilierv  ? 

A.  'Ko. 

Q.  What  number    of   artillery    had. 
yon  ? 
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A.  I  think  we  had  a  serjeant  and  four 
men,  hehidcs  three  gunner  drivers. 

Q.  State  a-,  accurately  as  you  can  re  - 
member,  tiie  number  that  remained 
alive  ot  your  division  at  the  time  of  your 
surrender? 

A.  I  can  only  answer  for  the  post  I 
occupied ;  there  wert;  about  40  men 
able  to  inarch. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  you  >;urrender  .? 
A.  To  the  best  of  my   belief  about 
eleven  o'clock. 

Licutenunt-coloncl  Guard siiorn  and 
ex'.i  mined. 
Q_.  Did  you  coumiand  the  4jtii  regi- 
ment on  the  jth  of  July  ? 
A.  1  did. 

Q.  Describe  the  operations  of  that 
corps  from  tiie  period  vou  commenced 
yourmarcii  in  tiie  morning  till  the  time 
\o>\  gave  up  the  c  ommand  of  it  to  Major 
Kicholls,  and  stale  the  operations  oftliat 
division  from  tiie  time  of  your  marching 
from  the  Residencia,  till  your  junction 
with  Brigadier-general  Craufurd  ? 

A.  Having  previously  occupied  the 
roads  by  whicii  we  were  to  enter  the 
town,  I  moved  forward  at  day  break  in 
t!u;  morning  of  the  5th  July,  witli  the 
43i.il  in  two  columns,  consisting  each  of 
four  companies,  having  the  command  of 
tiie  rigiit  wing  my.iclf,  and  the  rest  being 
under  the  command  of  Major  Nicholls. 
\V'e  proceeded  about  three  quarters  ot  a 
mile,  wiien  the  columns  came  together 
in  consequence  of  the  junction  of  two 
roads,  and  I  was  under  the  necessity,  in 
conformity  to  my  orders,  to  make  a  con- 
siderable; detour  to  my  right,  by  whicli 
means  I  did  not  reach  the  Residencia, 
(liie  ])ost  1  vvas  ordered  to  occupy) 
until  three  minutes  after  the  left  wing 
under  Major  Nicholls,  whom  I  found  in 
the  act  of  breaking  open  the  doors  of  that 
building.  My  loss  in  reaching  that  post 
■ui^s  trilling,  having  only  three  men 
killed.  Perceiving  now  some  houses  ia 
the  vicinity,  and  nearer  to  the  banks  of 
the  river,  i  considered  it  expedient  to 
possess  myself  of  them :  1  therefore 
moved  forward  with  my  wing,  and  se- 
lecting three  of  them  left  a  company  in 
each,  and  returned  myself  to  the  Resi- 
dencia, wiih  ihe  grenadiers.  A  consi- 
derable liring  on  my  left  urged  me 
to  reque-.it  Major  iS'icholls  to  make 
thenecesbary  arrangements'  for  the  ogcu- 


pation  of  the  Residencia,    and  to  take 
the  grenadier  company  with  me  and  re- 
connoitie   the   disposition   of  Brigadier- 
general  Craufurd's  brigade,  and  return 
to  him  immediately.     1   then  went  by 
the  stieet   by  which  I  had    enlered  the 
town,  and  turning  to  the  right  came  into 
one  that   led   directly  towards  the  great 
square.     I   proceeded    about    thirty    or 
forty  yards  forward,  when  I  came  to  a 
very   large   house   which    1   thought  it 
might  be  advantageous  to  take  possession 
of,  and  occupy  willi  a  small  detachment. 
I  therefore   proceeded  to  break  in  the 
door,  but   hnding  it  very  diflicult  to  ef- 
fect, I  sent  back  my  adjutant  with  a  few 
flic  to  the  Residencia  lor  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  the  assistance  of  implements 
which  1  knew   to   be    there.     He  had 
scarcely  retiuned  when  I  uas joined  by  a 
picket  "of  the  regiment  which  had  missed 
me  in  tlie  morning,  and  had  entered  the 
tov.-n  with  the  light  battalion,  and  the  of- 
ficer commanding  it  brought  me  an  or- 
der from  Geneial  Craulurd   to    charge 
down  the  street  with  the  grenadier  com- 
pany suj)ported  by  the  picket.     J  did  so 
accordingly,  and  did    not   immediately 
meet  any  opposition  excepttwo  discharges 
of  a   heavy    piece    of  ordnance  which 
was  })osted  at  the    end  of    the  street; 
As  we  advanced  towards  the  centre  of 
the  town,  I  found  the  tops  of  the  houses 
crowded  by   the    enemy,   who   opened 
on  us   a  smart  lire  of  musketry  as  we. 
passed,  and  when  I  got  about  liah'  a  mile, 
hnding  the  men  very  much  out  of  breath, 
and  tiie  great  difficulty  of  moving  for- 
ward, occasioned  by  the  increased  fire, 
I  drew  off  my  men  into  a  street  on  my 
right,  and    seeing   Colonel   Pack    with 
some. of  the  light  battalion  approaching 
towards    the    church   of  St.    Domingo, 
I  crossed  the  street  on  purpose  to  con- 
sult him,  as  from  his  local   knowledge 
he    must     be    able    to    acquaint    me 
with  my   situation,   and    tlie  practica- 
bility of  a  further  advance  into  the  town. 
He  tok!  me  it  would  certainly  be  impos- 
sible for  me  to  reach  the  square  without 
the  loss  of  the  greater  [lart  of  my  de- 
tachment:    I   tlierefore    returned,   and 
found   General    Craufurd   with    se\eral 
companies  of  ligi-.t  infantry  and  rifle-men 
together  with   a  field  piece   in  the  same 
street.     I  remained  under  General  Crau- 
furd's orders  during  the  rest  of  tliat  day. 
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Q..  From  whom  and  at  what  time  did 
ycu  receive  oitiers  to  take  pussession  of 
tlie  Kt'sidiMicia? 

A.  On  the  4th  from  GerxTal  Gower, 
as  well  as  I  can  recollect,  from  \vi)om  1 
received  my  instruction?:. 

Q.  Were  these  orders  included  in  the 
original  plan  of  attack,  or  were  they 
conimunicated  to  the  otiicers  ieadifig 
the  column?  on  your  left,  whose  opera- 
tions must  uauirally  have  been  co-inect- 
ed  with  your^? 

A.  They  were  not  included  in  the  ge- 
neral instructions:  they  were  given  me 
verbally.  I  have  no  knowlege  as  to  any 
communication  being  made  to  any  officer 
•wh  1  commanded  the  columns  on  my 
left. 

Q.  At  what  hour  did  you  arrive  at  the 
Residencia  ? 

A.  About  seven  o'clock. 

Q.  Describe  the  position  and  strength 
of  the  Rcsidencia  ? 

A.  It  appeared  to  me  a  very  strong 
building,  but  as  I  did  not  enter  it,  1 
cannot  give  an  accurate  description. 

Q.  How  soon  did  you  march  with  the 
grenadiers  after  your  arrival  to  form  a 
junction  with  Brigadier-general  C'rau- 
■furd  ? 

A.  Immediulely  on  my  return  from 
taking  the  three  houses  before  mention- 
ed. I  had  no  intention  of  joining  Gene- 
ral Craufurd  until  1  received  his  order  to 
that  eh'ect. 

Q.  Had  you  received  any  orders 
f.ither  from  or  throiigh  General  White- 
locke  as  to  the  future  oj)erations  of  the 
regiment  uuder  your  command  after  you 
should  have  taken  possession  of  the  Rc- 
sidencia 

A.  I  did  not  receive  any  orders.  I 
did  conceive  we  were  to  maintain  that 
post. 

Cross-examined  by  General  IVhitclockc. 


Q.  Do  you 
opinion,  aUcr 
as  to  the  truth 
ing  the  prisoj 
might  have  b' 
exasperated  si 
inhabitants  of 
bonibarde!  ? 

A.  General 
opiaion,  ajid  i 


recollect  me  asking  your 
your  release  on  the  8th, 
of  the  stateinent:s  respect- 
:ers,  and  the  danger  they 
een  exposed  to  trom  the 
::ite  of  the  minds  of  the 
the  town,  if  it  lud  been 

Whitelocke  did  as  my 
gave  it,  that  the  prisoners 


would  have  been  in  a  very  dangerous 
state,  if  the  town  had  been  bombarded. 

Q.  Is  this  is  a  copy  of  a  paper  signed 
by  you  on  that  occasion  ? 

A.  I  have  the  original  in  my  pocket. 

Jlere  the  letter  was  produced  and 
i-ead,  for  wliich  see  Appendix  No. 
XLI. 

Lieutenanl-cnlmw!  Nidiolls  sivorn  and 
examined. 

Q.  You  commanded  the  left  wing  of 
the  4jth  regiment  on  the  day  of  the 
attack  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Describe  the  operations  of  that 
wing  from  the  time  you  separated  from 
the  right  wing  till  you  arrived  at  the 
Kesidencia,  and  all  that  passed  until  you 
evacuated  that  post  ? 

A.  I'he  wings  of  the  regiment  were 
joined  until  the  arrival  of  both  at  the 
Residencia.  Of  the  operations  till  the 
middle  of  the  following  day  the  6th,  my 
public  letter  to  General  Whitelocke  wiil 
give  an  account.  I  have  a  copy  of 
that  letter  which  however  does  not  con- 
tain the  conclusion  of  the  operations. 

Here  the  report  was  read  tor  which  see 
Appendi.N.  No.  XIII. 

Q.  Was  this  report  that  which  you 
sent  by  Captain  Whittingham,  and  which 
was  connnunicated  to  General  White- 
locke about  two  o'clock  on  the  6th  ? 

A.  It  is  a  copy  of  that  report.  Cap- 
tain Whittingham  ottered  to  leave  the 
40th  grenadiers  with  me,  but  I  declined, 
as  I  thought  it  was  more  important  that 
he  should  get  safe  back  to  General 
W^hitelorke  with  the  intelligence  which 
he  had  been  able  to  colUct  of  the  situa- 
tion of  alfairs  in  our  quarters.  In  about 
half  an  hour  after  his  departure,  the 
enemy  collected  again  and  seemed  to 
threaten  a  second  attack;  but  on  dis- 
charging their  own  cannon  upon  them 
they  retired.  About  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  General  Gower  sent  up  two 
lines  to  inform  me,  that  hostilities  had 
been  suspended  till  further  orders,  and 
about  seven  o'clock  General  Craufurd 
came  with  a  similar  notification.  I  wish- 
ed to  have  had  some  private  conversa- 
tion with  General  Craufurd  as  to  our 
situation,  but  the  General  thought  it 
would  have  been  considered  improper 
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by  Colonel  Eglio  the  Spanish  officer, 
who  accompanied  hiiii.  1  thereiore  re- 
mained ail  that  night  entirely  ignorant  of 
the  unfortunate  turn  of  affairs.  The 
next  morning,  being  deprived  of  tlie 
means  1  iiad  iiitherto  possessed  of  sub- 
sisting tiie  men,  Major  Folley,  and  my- 
self thought  it  advisable  ^o  make  a  de- 
mand from  General  Liniers  of  the  (|uan- 
tity  of  provisions  we  required,  assigning 
as  a  reason  for  this  demand  in  a  note 
1  sent  General  Liniers,  that  it  was  pos- 
sible, if  i  sent  men  out  to  solicit  provi- 
sions from  the  neigiibouring  houses, 
that  quarrels  migiit  ensue  between  the 
troops,  and  stating  my  number  as  one- 
half  more  tiiau  1  had,  viz.  oOO  instead  of 
400.  I  received  a  reply  ! hat  provisions 
should  be  sent ;  however,  none  arrived, 
except  a  very  sniall  portion  wliich  was 
given  to  the  sick  ami  wounded  of  both 
armies,  until  seven  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing, when  a  considerable  supply  of  i^read 
arrived  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain Baker  of  tiie  9th  light  dragoons.  In 
tlie  course  of  the  dav  about  three  o'clock, 
I  received  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-co- 
lonel Torrens,  desiring  me  to  halt  on  as 
much  ground  as  I  might  then  occupy, 
until  furllier  orders.  I  had  also  some 
commimication,  directing  me  to  prevent 
the  irregularities  wliich  were  said  to  have 
been  committed  by  our  men  near  the 
Residencia  :  one  contained  in  that  let- 
ter ;  one  froiii  l-ieutenant-colonel  Tor- 
rens ;  one  from  Major-general  Gower, 
and  two  liom  Brigadier-general  Crau- 
furd.  Having  only  a  pair  of  ceiitries 
outside,  I  thought  it  necessary  to  con- 
tradict the  assertions  made  in  these  let- 
ters ;  indeed  a  Spanisii  otficer  voluntarily 
confessed  to  me  that  evening,  that  the 
reports  were  unfounded.  This  day  we 
■were  employed  in  completing  our  ball- 
cartridge,  which  I  had  tiie  means  of 
doing  from  the  cannisiers  I  took  in  the 
tumbrils.  On  the  morning  of  the  8th, 
I  received  a  verbal  message  from  Briga- 
dier general  Craufurd  to  evacuate  the 
Residencia,  and  join  tlie  main  body  at  the 
Retiro  ;  as  this  did  not  agree  with  the  or- 
der of  the  preceding  day,  I  sent  a  note  to 
him  recjuestinga  written  order  to  that  ef- 
fect, as  also  asking  what  I  should  do  with 
my  prisoners  and  cannon.  General  Crau- 
furd returned  me  a  reply,  which  was 
satisfactory ;    and    in     consequence  of 


which  I  liberated  the  prisoner;?,  and  joined 
the  army  with  four  pieces  of  cannon 
about  twelve  o'clock. 

Q.  JDescribe  the  position  and  strength 
of  the  Residencia  ? 

A.  it  occupies  a  square  or  space  about 
150  yards  one  way,  and  about  1 10  the 
other  way.  This  sc|uare  contained  one 
or  two  very  large  churches  and  hall>, 
and  some  very  hne  large  wards  in  the 
hospital :  it  is  a  charitable  institution. 
One  front  of  the  whole  area  was  an  opea 
square  or  yard  ;  half  the  front  to  the 
west  presents  a  lofty  dead  wall  to  the 
street ;  the  other  h.aif  only  ten  feet  high. 
Front  and  rear  it  liad  entrances,  "^fbe 
roof  of  the  Residencia  is  not  commandecj 
by  any  adjoining  building. 

Q.  Was  it  practicable  in  consequence 
of  having  possession  of  the  Residencia  to 
open  a  communication  with  the  shore  of 
the  Plata  ? 

A.  Perfectly  so.  It  borders  on  the 
river,  and  there  are  no  intervejiing  build- 
ings. 

Q.  What  distance  is  the  Residencia 
from  the  shore  r)f  the  river.at  its  commou 
height  ? 

A.  About  250  or  300  yards. 

Q.  What  number  of  prisoners  were 
takt  11  by  the  4jlh  at  the  Residencia  and 
in  the  adjoining  iiouses? 

A.  We  had  43  taken  in  arms,  and  150. 
sick  and  wounded,  whom  we  found  in 
the  hospital  on  taking  possession,  not  in- 
cluding about  20  Spanish  surgeons  vvhos 
vyere  attending  them. 

Q.  \\'ould  not  artillery  both  in  men 
and  gnns  have  been  of  imporiant  service 
to  the  regiment  under  your  command, 
both  in  obtaining  possession  of  the  Resi- 
dencia, and  maintaining  that  poht ' 

A.  Certainly  it  would  have  been  of 
the  greatest  advantage  ;  and  I  could,  in 
such  a  case,  have  dislodged  some  of  the 
parlies  that  pressed  so  heavily  on  General 
Craufurd. 

Q.  I  low  far  was  the  position  in  which 
you  were  cantoned  on  the  night  of  the 
4lh,  from  that  of  the  light  brigade? 

A.  Rather  more  than  300  yards. 

Q.  Mow  long  were  you  in  march'ing 
from  that  post  to  the  Residencia.' 

A.  About  three  quarters  of  an  hour. 
The  roads  were  bad,  and  I  marched 
slowly.     I  arrived  about  seven  o'clock. 

Q.  At  what  hour  did  Captain  Whit- 
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tingham  arrive  at  the  Residencia  the 
next  day  ? 

A.  About  one  o'clock. 

Q.  Having  arrived  at  the  Residencia 
at  seven  o'clock  on  the  5th,  did  you,  or 
did  you  not  remain  there  without  receiv- 
ing any  orders  from,  or  having  anv  com- 
munication with  the  Commander  inCiiief 
until  one  o'clock  the  next  day  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  Would  a  reinforcement  from  the 
reserve  under  Lieutenant-general  While- 
Jocke,  or  from  the  corps  inider  the  orders 
of  Colonel  Mahon,  have  afi'orded  you 
the  means  of  co-operating  with  the  "dif- 
ferent columns  of  the  army  engiged  in 
the  attack  of  the  town  i 

A.  It  would  have  enabled  me  to 
communicate  with  General  CraLifurd, 
which,  under  such  circumstances  of  im- 
perious necessity,  I  would  even  have  at- 
tempted without  any  assistance,  could  I 
have  seen  any  probability  of  success. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  obstacles 
which  the  strength  of  the  enemy  in  tjiat 
quarter  might  have  thrown  in  the  wav  of 
a  re-inforcement  reaching  the  Resi- 
dencia, if  orders  had  been  given  to  th;it 
tiiect  f 
A.  I  know  of  none. 
Q.  State  as  accurately  as  you  caii  re- 
collect, the  distance  from  ti)e  canton- 
ments of  the  light  brigade  on  the  evening 
of  the  4th,  (and  v\h!ch  you  state  to  iiave 
been  .^00  yards  from  your  own,)  from 
the  Residencia  ? 

A.  About  one  mile  and  three-quarters. 

fluestiontd  Inj  the  Court. 

Q.  You  say  in  your  letter  that  hu- 
manity had  induced  some  of  your  sol- 
diers to  make  prisoners.  Did  you  think 
any  apology  necessary  for  having  made 
prisoners  ? 

A.  By  no  means — quite  the  contrary. 

Q.  You  stated  that  you  arrived  at  the 
Retiro  about  one  o'clock.  At  what  hour 
did  you  leave  the  Residencia,  and  by 
what  rout  did  you  march  to  the  Retiro? 

A.  I  left  the  Residencia  I  think  about 
ten  o'clock,  and  marched,  through  the 
town.  The  delay  was  occasioned  by 
the  necessity  of  dragging  the  artillery 
through  the  town  by  hand. 

Q.  If  you  had  known  where  to  find 
the  Comn.ander  of  the  forces,  would 
you  not  have  contrived  to  communicate 
with  him  ou  the  3lh  .> 


A.  Not  in  the  morning;  I  could  not 
have  spared  a  force  suificient  to  do  so, 
but  in  the  evening  I  should  have  at- 
tempted it,  had  I  known  that  Colonel 
Mahon  was  so  close  to  me. 

Questioned  bi/  General  IVhitelncke. 

Q.  Did  you  know  where  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  was  to  be  found  on  the 
6th,  from  the  orders  you  received  ? 

A.  It  wa-;  not  specilied  in  the  orders, 
but  I  should  have  forwarded  any  report 
I  had  to  make  to  Mr.  White's  house, 
wherice  I  supposed  it  would  have  been 
sent  on  by  some  of  the  officers  of  the 
staff. 

Rear-adrtiirnl  Mitrraji  aa:ain  called,  mid 
Juriiicr  examnied. 

Q.  Have  von  tiie  letter  mentioned  in 
tlie  forn"ier  part  of  your  evidence  which 
yo',1  received  froni  Lieutenant-colonel 
Bourki-,  the  quarter-master  General. 

A.  )5y  some  mistake  tlie  original  let- 
ter has  been  lost,  but  1  have  obtained  a 
copy  of  it  from  Captain  lliompson  of  the 
1 'ly  sloop. 

iiere  the  letter  was  produced  and 
read,  (forwhich  see  Appendix  No. XIV.) 

It  was  ia  consequence  of  this  letter  I 
gave  the  necessaiy  orders  to  Captain 
Thouipson. 

Q.  Was  or  was  not  any  plan  for  a 
combined  attack  upon  tlie  town  ever 
proposed  to  yuu  ? 

A.  No  regular  plan  Mas  ever  pro- 
posed to  me  for  a  combined  attacK  on 
the  town  by  Gen.  Whiteiocke.  He  once 
observed  to  me,  that  he  meant  to  attack 
it  froui  the  westward,  and  would  require 
any  assistarce  we  could  give  him  there. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  consulted,  or  had 
you  any  know  ledge  of  the  plan  of  at- 
tack which  took  place? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  a  com- 
bined attack  on  the  town  could  have 
been  practicable  or  expedient? 

A.  I  think  it  would. 

Q.  If  such  an  attack  had  been  pro- 
posed, what  assistance  would  it  have  been 
in  vour  power  to  render  from  the 
ships,  the  boats  of  the  tleet,  and  the  gun 
boats  >  « 

A.  I  think  the  gun-boats  and  such 
arme^  vessels  as  were  of  easy  draft  of 
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vater  vroiM  have  been  of  essential  ser- 
vice in  the  attack,  and  in  co-operating 
with  the  armv. 

Q.  State  what  parsed  from  the  ar- 
rival of  the  fleet  off  Buenos  Ayres  to  the 
signature  of  the  treaty  ? 

A.  On  the  4th  of  July,  the  gun-boats 
were  got  in   nvur  the  town  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  but  not  near  enough  to  act.  The 
boats  were  directed  to  soiuid  durinj;  the 
day  and  night  to  ascertain  the  di-pth  of 
water,  and  Captain  Thompson  reported 
to  me,  that  he  had  hiaiself  sounded,  and 
found  the  channel  very  intricate  and  the 
soundings  very  irregular.     But  he  had 
observed  when  abreast  of  the  town,  anfl 
in  the  situation  in  which  vessels  should 
be  placed  to  act  against  it  from  seven  to 
eleven  feel  water,  and  at  tlie  R-ngth  of 
the  boat  seven  feet  again.    Vessels  draw- 
ing more  water,  could  not  be  depended 
on  to  act.     On  tlie  jth  he  had  with  great 
dilHculty  got  tlie  gun-barges  and  gun- 
"boats    in   a  station    above    the    town, 
whence  he  was  enabled  to  move  down 
the  gun-boats    and   two  of  the  armed 
schooners  to  assist  in  the  attack  if  neces- 
sary.    He  also  reported  to  me,  that  he 
had  been  enabled  to  land  spirits  and  pro- 
visions to  that  part  of  the  armv   com- 
manded by  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty,  and 
that  he  had  likewise  landed  musket-balls. 
The  situation  of  that  part  of  the  army 
under  Sir  S.  Auchmuty  by  tlieir  march- 
ing into  the  town,  was  such  as  liad  pre- 
vented him  at  that  time  from  making  use 
of  the  guii-boats,  lest  we  should  tire  on 
our  ow^n  people;  but  the  next  morning, 
four  of  the  gun-boats  were  placed   in  a 
situation  that  appeared  to  him  as  likelv 
to  prove  effective,  and  they  continued 
firing  until  a  truce  was  made.  Tiie  boats 
■were   kept   tliere  diwing   tiie  time   the 
treaty  was  makins,  and,  I  think,  fintilthe 
preliminaries  were  signed.     On  the  5th, 
I  received  a  letter  from  Lieutenant- ae- 
lu-rai  \\'iiite!ocke  requesting  to  see  me^ 
Adiourned  until  to-morrow. 


TWENTY-FJFTH  DAY. 

TUESDAY,   MARCH    I. 

The  Court  being  met  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment, Adniiral  Murruv  was  again 
call'.'d  and  furUier  examined. 


Q.  Produce  the  letter  from  Gent?ral 
'W'iiitelocke,  stated  in  the  latter  part  of 
your  evidence  of  vesterday. 

Here  the  letter   was  produced    and 
read,  for  which  see  Appendi.x  No.  XIV. 
Achniral  Murray.      In  consequence* 
of  this  letter  1   was  about  to  leave   the 
Staunch  gun-brig,  on   board  of  wliich  .1 
then  was,  for  the  purpose  of  going  on 
shore,  wiien  Captain  'I'hompson  of  the 
Fly,  came  from  the  shore  and  informed 
me  he  liad  been  obliged  to  have  a  guard 
from  head-quarters  to  protect  him  to  his 
boat,  which  guard  had  returned,  il  being 
then  nearly  dark,  and  that  so  iTRmy  of 
the  enemy's  horse  were  seen  about  the 
place  of  landing,  it  would  not  be  safe  for 
me    to    go    ashore  that  night,    as  no 
guard   was   on    the    beach.      1    there- 
fore returned  to  the  Nereid,  and  next 
morning  weiit  to  the  General.     I  found 
him  in  the  Plaza  del  Toros,  on  the  top  of 
one  of  the  houses,  in  company  with  Gen. 
Gower,  Auchmuty,  and  Lumley.     The 
General  informed  me  of  the  situation  of 
the  army  and  llie   misfortunes  tiiat  had 
befallen  it,  that  he  had  received  tlie  pre- 
liminaries of  a  treaty  from  the  Spanisli 
General  Liniers,    by   wiiich   the   great 
point  was  gained  of  getting  back  all  the 
prisoners  taken  in  SouthAmericasincethe 
war,  wJ)ich  was  an  important  object,  and 
without  which,  according  to  his  instruc- 
tions, nothing  he  could  do  would  be  com- 
plete ;    tiiat   better  terms  could  not  bo 
procured,  but  if  the  business  went  on,  h.e 
should  expect  every  assistance  from  me. 
Tills  I  assured  him  he  should  have.    He 
continued  to  observe  that  it  would,  an- 
swer no  purpose  to  go  on  with  it,  as  Spa- 
nish America  never  could  be  conquered 
by  the  English:  wehatl  not  a  frien<l  in 
the    country,   as  the  inveteracy   of  all 
classes  had  proved.     I  told  the  General 
that  before  these  terms  should  be  agreed 
to,  I  thought  he  had  better  con'<ult,with 
the  general  officers  upon  it.     He  told 
me  he  had  already  their  opinions,  which 
were  similar  to  his  own,  namely,  that  the 
terms  should  be  signed,  as  no  purpose 
could  be  answered  by  going  on.     He  as- 
sured me,  from  authority,  that  if  hosti- 
lities were  renewed,  the  prisoners  (mean- 
ing General  Craufurd's  brigade)  would 
all  be  put  to  death.     I  told  the  General 
that  he  must  know  more  of  the  situation 
of  the  army,  and  what  was  in  hisuqwer 
than  i  could,  but  that  1  could  not  possi- 
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Wy  agree  to  tliese  terms  without  con- 
iiiUing  the  senior  oflicer  next  in  com- 
mand to  myself,  then  at  Buenos  Avies. 
Admiral  Stirling  luiving  been  lett  in  the 
coinmand  of  the  line  of  i)Little  ships  at 
Monte  Video,  Captain  Ba\ntun  u-as  the 
nt'xt  senior  ofliccr  with  me  at  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  he  was  then  with  me  at  tiie 
top  of  the  same  house.  AccordiiiLdv  I 
inmiediately  communicated  with  him  on 
the  subject,  told  him  what  had  passed, 
and  asked  his  opinion  on  the  necessity  of 
signing  those  terms.  He  told  me  he 
thougiit  I  could  not  possibly  do  other- 
vise  than  sign  them,  for  the  General 
must  be  the  best  judge  of  what  the  army 
could  do  ;  that  if  I  did  not  sign  them,  I 
must  of  course  take  all  the  responsibility 
upon  my. elf  for  any  consequences  that 
might  afterwards  happen.  General 
Gower  then  expliined  to  me  more,  iully, 
the  terms  that  were  proposed ;  they 
were  written  in  Spanish,  upon  aJsesskin. 
Upon  asking  liim  ifbetter  terms  could  not 
be  procured,  he  said  he  had  endeavour- 
ed to  o'olain  better  terms,  but  the  Spa- 
niards would  not  hear  of  it,  and  that  it 
was  with  great  difficulty  he  had  j)revailed 
upon  them  to  let  us  occupy  Monte  Video 
for  two  mouths  instead  of  one,  which 
had  been  at  lirst  proposed.  Under  tiiese 
■circumstances,  and  believing  that  from 
the  disposition  of  the  inhabitants,  we 
sliould  not  be  able  to  keep  that  country 
T^-ith  (he  force  tlren  in  it,  I  signed  the 
treaty. 

Q.  Can  you  state  the  number  of  gun 
and  other  boats  of  easy  draught  of  water 
that  could  carry  guns  of  any  description 
to  co-operate  in  the  attack  on  the  town, 
if  any  plan  for  a  combined  attack  had 
been  thought  advisable  to  act  upon  ? 

A.  Four  gun-boats  were  at  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  two  schooners,  carrying  Spa- 
ni-.h  24  pounders  might  liave  been  em- 
ployed. Kighi  could  have  been  got  up ; 
two  more  gun-boa's,  were  left  at  Barra- 
goti,  and  one  schooner  carrying  two  of 
the  same  calibre  and  two  carronades. 
Wiiat  the  calibre  of  the  others  was,  I 
dj  not  recollect,  but  I  believe  they  were 
Jrom  six  to  eight  pounders. 

Q.  Might  not  the  boats  and  launches 
of  the  men  of  war  have  been  fitted  up 
with  guns,  and  employed  in  the  san^e 
service  ? 

A.  Thev  certainly  might  hav<?  been  of 


service  in  fine  weather,  but  the  changes  of 
that  season  ot  liie  year  were  so  sudden, 
and  a  very  heavy  sea  getting  up  in  conse- 
quence of  the  frequent  gales,  that  it  made 
their  acting  very  precarious.  Even  the 
gun-boat>,  whien  are  mucli  larger  than 
the  men  of  war's  launches,  would  have 
been  swamped  by  the  gale  on  tlie  i^nd, 
had  they  been  up  there  instead  of  being 
under  point  Quilmes,  where  the  water 
was  much  smoother  ;  for  I  never,  in  any 
river,  saw  such  a  sea  as  frequently 
happened  while  I  was  there,  when  the 
wind  blew  Strong  and  a  weather  tide.  I 
believe  that  General  ^\  hitelocke  had 
not,  however,  the  most  distant  idea  of 
any  assistance  from  the  navy  in  the  at- 
tack on  Buenos  Ayres  alter  landing  at 
the  Etisiiuuia,  except  that  of  being  sup- 
plied with  provisions,  if  the  troops  should 
be  in  want  ot  them,  and  landing  the  hea- 
vy artillery  westward  of  the  town;  for 
no  doubt,  1  believe,  was  entertained  by 
any  body,  that  Buenos  Ayres  would 
have  been  taken  by  the  army,  without' 
difficulty. 

Cross-examined  by  General  IVhltelocke. 

Q.  Were  not  the  transports  left  at 
Monte  Vidio  of  too  great  draught  of 
water  to  be  carried  up,  and  were  not  the 
troops  removed  from  thence  and  doubled 
in  tJie  Oliver  transports  on  that  ac- 
count? 

A.  Two  or  three  were  left  at  Monte 
Video,  and  the  troops  were  of  course  re- 
moved. 'I'he  Bellona  was  one,  although 
she  was  an  ordnance  ship,  and  iiad 
brought  a  great  deal  of  ordnance  and 
some  sokliers  from  the  Cape  ;  the  Cap- 
tain \sas  another,  lelt  on  account  of  draw- 
ing so  much  water;  another  small  trans- 
})ort  was  also  left  from  being  leaky. 
These  are  all  1  at  present  recollect. 

Q.  Did  uni  understand  that  my  rea- 
son for  not  fixing  any  speciiic  plan,  was 
my  not  having  certain  iuforinaiion,  and 
that  I  therefore  meant  to  take  a  position 
to  the  westward  ot  the  town,  and  com- 
municate with  _\ou  on  further  operations?    i 

A.  1  certainly  understood-  from  the 
General,  that  he  should  see  his  way  i 
better  wh-en  he  should  get  up  to  the  place, 
and  that  his  intention  was  to  attack  from 
the  westward  of  the  town  ;  but  I  did  not 
uiider.4and  from  him  that  he  expected 
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rittT  aj?.Fstartce  from  tlic  navy,  more  than 
1  Iiave  bttaiT  stat^fd,  for  tl>e  Generstl 
kuew  that  the  sl^ips  could  uot  be  gi>t  up, 
ami  he  vtHjm.sted,  when  at  Biinagoii, 
that  I  woi'.lii  seiKl  up  the  trans^x>rts 
towards  the  town,  to  make  it  appear  to 
llK'eiK'iiu  thut  lie  meant  to  attack  it  in 
anotliei'  place;  but  a:^  I  betore stutwJ,  I 
did  not  vinderstawl  ttvat  General  Winte- 
locke  eNp»."cU-d  any  a-sistauce  fi'iTiii  ak-n>- 
ed  vessels  in  tiie  attack  of  the  place,  but 
merely  to  cover  tlie  shore,  or  land  pro- 
Tisioufr.  As  for  laixling  tlje  troops,  m  the 
Jirst  instance,  he  fretjnentiy  expressed 
th;it  he  only  v;anteil  me  to  land  bis 
anny,  and  he  would  an3vver  tor  tlie  rc^t. 

Q.  Do  >ou  iwt  understand  that  by 
the  western  side  was  meant  the  Torc^  .- 

A.  I  do. 

Q.  Co\>ld  the  scfxioners  have  ap- 
proached so  near  as  to  have  made  any 
use  oi  the  caiTonades  against  the  town  'r 

A.  I  think,  during  a  jxirt  of  the  tlood 
tide  that  they  might,  but  they  cmild  not 
leniain  there  the  whole  of  the  tide;  witli 
the  wind  in  shore,  they  would  not  h^ve 
beesi  able  to  get  ofi"  again. 

Examintd  hy  the  Court, 

Q.  Wliat  v.as  the  nature  of  the  car- 
ronades  ? 

A.  I  am  not  positive — some  l)-}>oundT 
<5rs,  gv'nerally  speaking,!  tiiink  IJ-pound- 
ers  were  the  largest. 

Q.  Ccjiild  yoii  not  from  the  shi{js  have 
furnished  instrvinieuts  which  would  have 
been  of  n^aterial  nse  in  forcing  the  bar- 
jicadoes  and  door^i  of  tl^e  tovsn,  and  were 
Yon  at  any  time  applied  to,  to  furnish 
such  ijistruraents  ? 

A.  Certainly  I  could.  Iron  crows 
migiit  juve  been  provided  from  the  ships 
if  they  liad  been  require<ij  but  1  iiad  no 
application  made  to  me  for  that  purpose^ 
«or  d;d  I  know  they  were  wanted. 

Q.  At  what  distance  were  tl^e  men  of 
war  from  Buenos  Ayves  on  the  foiirtli, 
awd  the  nwrning  of  the  lifth  of  Jwly  ? 

A.  'Ihe  sloops  of  war  were  never 
nearer  than  live  or  six  miies,  and  they 
were  lying  in  sixteen  fathom  water. 
Tlie  gun-brigs  wei  e  above  tl.e  town,  and 
I  believe  some  were  a  mile  and  lialf, 
others  two  miles  or  niore  from  the  town; 
when  1  say  the  town,  I  mean  to  l>e  nn- 
derstood,  the  shore  above  the  town.    On 


the  5lh  tht'}'  were  Rearer,  and  o»  the 
iv'ftrljt  frf  the  5^1),  or  liKvniin^  «i  the  (nh, 
four  ^iin-UrcSts  were  p?acird  veo'  neiir 
t/ie  tosvn,  betvix-esi  the  i^aia  del  Torw 
and  the  Citadel,  and  were  within  jxjjnt 
blkii\k  sliot  of  the  CitatWl.  Two  scliot»nei-? 
were  likevrise  letidlng  down  at  the  time 
the  ti-Hce  was  made,  and  vfhicii  would 
have  been  of  service  in  dispersing  the 
enemy  fyom  the  church. 

Jmli^c  Jih<Ktilc.  \  think  1  oi;g5it  to 
state  to  the  Comt  tli^it  Admiral  Murray 
having,  in  the  coDVie  of  his  eviilence, 
spoken  of  reports  he  leceived  from  Cap- 
tains; Thouipsoii  aiul  Caynttm  of  the  .navy; 
I  ought,  in  strictut«>s,  to  call  these  olli- 
cei-s  to  coiitirra  what  has  t)ee«  stated  by 
Adiiiiral  Murray.  At  the  seme  tiuie,  it 
does  appears  to  uje  that  the  facts  stated 
do  not  require  continuation,  aiiid  I  Ihirek 
ail  the  material  evidences  have  been  snf- 
liciently  proved.  1  do  i>ot,  however, 
mean  w  wish  to  depnye  Lieutenant-Ge- 
l^eral  Whitelocke  o(  any  advantvsges  he 
luight  derive  froni  the  tc^^limonj  of  these 
witnesses,  and  if  he  desires  I  sliail  of 
coiuse  call  them. 

QtiuYiil  U'hdchcuc.  I  am  soperTectly 
satistied  whh  what  Admiral  Muvray  h;w 
stated,  that  I  have  no  iksire  whatever 
to  occupv  the  time  of  the  court  b\  catl- 
ing on  these  geullemai. 

Ciiplaia DavenpOiC -^iivom  undcxaimncj. 

Q.  iVre  you  the  senior  surviving  ofii- 
cer  of  the  t^itli  di.igoon  guards,  employ- 
ed upon  the  expedition  ag;iin>l  luieuos 
Ay  res ; 

A.  I  am. 

Q.  State  the  orders  you  received  on 
the  5th  of  July,  and  the  operations  cf 
your  corps  in  pursuance  of  these  orders, 
iVom  the  lime  you  (juittec)  y  our  ca?iton- 
ments  that  morning  uutil  the  close  of 
the  dav  ? 

A.  I  can  only  state  the  operations,  for 
1  received  no  orders.  Col'irel  Kington 
received  the  orders,  and  I  never  heard 
them  hom  him.  On  the  jth  el'  July, 
the  6th  dragoon  guards,  under  tlie  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kington, 
quitted  their  cantonments  about  6  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  when  some  delay  was 
otxasioned  by  Colonel  Kington  misstiig 
his  way,  and  we  did  not  arrive  at  the 
entrance  of  the  citv  till  7  o'clock,  whea 
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we  found   two  troops  of  the  9th   light 
dragoons  in  charge  of  two  liekl  pieces. 
Lieutenant  Colonel   Kington  took   the 
ccnmiaud   of  the   whole   of  the  truop.s 
mounted,  and  entered  the  city.     One  of 
the  iield  pieces  was  advanced  in  front  of 
the  column,  the  olher  was  left  stationary 
in  the  rear  with  30  of  the  6th  dragoon 
guards  and  an  officer ;  we  advanced  as 
far  as  the  second   square  without   any 
firing  from  the  enemy ;  till  we  arrived 
there  the  silence  of  the  town  struck  n)e 
most  forcibly,   but  from   that  point  we 
advanced  under  a  regularly  increasing 
fire  from  two  guns  in  the  citadel,  vviiich 
played  upon  us  the  whole  time.     Lieu- 
tenant Colonel   Bradford,  the  Adjutant- 
Master-General  came  up  with  orders  to 
Colonel  Kington,  the  purport  of  which 
I  am  not  acquainted   with.     When   we 
arrived  at  the  fourth  square,  the  fire  of 
the  enemy  became  more  heavy  and  de- 
«5tructive  than  it  had  hitiierto  been,  and 
when  the  6th  dragoon  guards  attempted 
to  advance  beyond  that.  Colonel  King- 
ton  and   Captain   Burrell    fell.     Major 
Pigotof  the  9th  light  dragoons  then  came 
to  the  head  of  the  column,  and  found  it 
impossible  to  advance;  the  corps  was  re- 
treating from  the  right,  supposing    the 
streets  to  end  at  right  angles,  and  (he 
strong  reason  for  which  retreat  was  thiit 
the   enemy  were   concealed,     and    we 
could  not  succeed   in  getting   into  the 
houses.    The  gun  in  front  [  then  ordered 
to  the  rear,  and  we   retreated   by  hies 
under  cover  of  the  houses,  beyond  the 
iirst  square  from    the    entrance   of  the 
street.     Here  we  found  the  gun  we  iiad 
left  in  the  rear,  and  met  some  troops  of 
the  9th  light  dragoons,  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel    iVithcrington,   and    which  we 
had  not  seen  on  entering  t'le  town.     At 
tliis   period,    Captain    foster.    General 
Whitelocke's  Aid-de-camp  c  ime  up  to  the 
column,  to  whom  v.e  com  runicated  our 
transactions,     lie   immediately   recom- 
menced our  advancing  again  to  a  square 
he  pointed  out  to  me,   and  there  to  L.ke 
lip  a  position  en  the  houses ;  this  being 
effected,   the  house  which    I  occupiecl 
being  in  a  veiy  commanding  situation, 
I  reconnoitered  f.om  the  top  of  it,  and  it 
was  from  thence  I  first  saw  the  British 
col  H'.rs  fl\in;.:  ontne  Plaza  del  Toros  to 
tlie  ii Tt  on  the  right,  in  a  po.-ition  which 
I    conjectured    to   be  the  Re/idencia, 


Colonel  Bradford  came  to  my  posi^ 
which  lie  toki  me  he  considered  as  tena- 
ble, and  after  reconni^itering  every  ])art 
o(  n,  made  tlie  following  arrangement: 
A  picket  of  80  men  in  the  extremity  of 
the  square,  and  the  tvyo  held  piece-;  op- 
pi>sile  to  the  only  two  entrances  to  the 
s(jiiare;.  In  the  evening,  Captain  Foster 
was  with  me;  observing  a  very  large 
church,  witl)in  about  50  yards  of  us,  en- 
tirely commanding  our  position,  he  de- 
sired me  to  lake  possession  of  it.  Ii> 
consequence,  I  sent  an  oi'licer  and  30  men 
of  the  9th  light  dragoons,  to  Colonel 
Witberington  to  know  if  I  should  occupy 
the  ciiurcli.  Colonel  Witlierington  sent 
back  the  men,  and  ordered  a  party  of 
iiis  own  regiment  to  take  possession  of  it, 
which  was  acconlingly  done:  we  re- 
mained two  days  in  this  situation,  and 
were  constantly  lired  at  by  the  enemy's 
stragglers. 

Q.  ^Vt  what  jiour  did  you  commence 
your  retreat? 
A.  About  10  o'clock. 
i\.  How  soon  after  tiiat  did  you  see 
Captain  Foster? 

A.  Immediately  on  our  arrival  at  the 
second  square,  beyond  the  extremity  of 
the  town. 

Q.  How  soon  did  you  take  possession 
of  the  houses  ? 

A.  V.'ith  as  little  loss  of  time  as  possi- 
ble, in  about  quarter  of  an  hour. 

Q.  When  did  Major  Pigot  take  the 
command  of  the  6ih  dragoon  guards, 
which  you  stated  he  put  himsclt'  at  the 
h(-ad  oi,  wlien  Colonel  Kington  and  Cap- 
tain P.r.i-rel!  fell  ? 

A.  As  soon  as  we  met  witii  the  troops 
of  the  9th  dragoons  under  Colonel  Wi- 
tberington. 

General  Whitelocke  declined  asking 
tliis  witness  any  questions. 

Examined  by  the  C(>urt. 

Q.  How  were  the  carbineers  armed? 

A.  They  had  carbines  and  bayonets, 
and  ammunition  between  thirty  and  forty 
round  sa  man,  in  their  pouches. 

Captain    Fra"er    called,    and    further 
examined. 

Q.  State  the  orders  which  you  receiv- 
ed respecting  the  disposal  of  the  artillery 
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bn  the  5th  of  July,  and  wliat  you  did  in 
conswiuencc  ot  thi'se  orders ;  btating  alio 
in  your  an-\ver  the  luiinbor  of  guns  you 
had  under  your  conimai)d,  and  their 
calibre  ? 

A.  Tiie  return  which  I  have  already 
given  in,  included  the  guns  taken  on 
the  l-'d  whicii  were  placed  ui  position. 
There  were,  besides  the  guns  mentioned 
in  orders,  two  6-pound  rs;  but  uo  lur- 
tiier  orders  were  received  that  day  rt;- 
sj>ecting  the  artillery. 

Q.  \\  lurew.re  tliesc'  two  guns  placed, 
and  what  wastlieir  position  .' 

A.  They  were  place  near  to  the  guns 
which  were  taken  on  the  2d,  oij  the  Co- 
ral de  Miserare,  which  is  a  small  open 
space.  Their  position  was  in  the  hue 
opposite  the  road  leading  into  the  city. 

Q.  How  soon  did  you  see  General 
Whitelocke  on  the  morning  of  the  5tli  ? 

A.  Immediately  alter  returning  Iroin 
firing  the  signal  to  advance  to  attack. 
Probably  about  7  o'clock,  or  a  lit'.ie  after. 
Q.  You  stated,  in  a  former  answer, 
that  you  had  received  a  strict  injunction 
Yrom  General  Whitelocke  not  to  leave 
his  side  the  following  day.  Did  you 
observe  that  injunction  ? 

A.  I  did  not  leave  the  side  of  his  Ex- 
cellency, except,  ujjon  two  occasions, 
when  I  was  by  his  orders  sent  forward  to 
examine  and  report  to  him  whether  the 
Spanish  colours  on  the  fort  were  struck. 

Q.  At  what  period  of  the  day  did  you 
feceive  these  orders,  and  how  long  were* 
you  absent  in  executuig  theni  ? 

A.  I  received  the  (irst  order  between 
2  and  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  was 
at  that  time  absent  not  half  an  hour.  I 
received  the  second  order  probably  a 
little  after  3,  and  was  then  absent  full 
lialf  an  hour. 

Q.  Where  did  you  first  join  General 
V^  hitelocke  on  that  morning? 

A.  1  first  joined  General  Whitelocke 
on  the  Coral",  where  the  pieces  of  artil- 
lery wi^re  already  placed  in  position. 

Q.  Having  stated  that  you  remained 
by  General  VV'hitelocke's  siile  by  his  ex- 
press injunction,  during  the  whole  of  the 
day,  except  for  one  hour  ;  state  as  c<jr- 
rectly  as  you  can  where  General  White- 
locke was  during  that  day,  beginning 
from  the  spot  where  you  first  joined 
him. 


A.  General  Wiiitelocke  was  on  the 
Cuiul  during  tiie  wliole  of  the  day,  ex- 
cept lor  a  very  short  interval,  when  I 
under.-tood  his  Excellency  had  retired 
to  Wiuie's  ho.use.  ll  was  about  two 
o'clock. 

il.  How  large  is  flic  Cora!  ? 
A.  ll  is  uiulorslood  to  be  about  500 
yards  one  way  ai.d  Uwo  the  other.  The 
Coral  is  a  term  applied  to  a  (juarter  ot* 
liuenos  Ayres,  and  is  an  uncertain  open 
space. 

Q.  State  how  General  Vriiitelocke  was 
employed  during  tiie  whole  of  that  day  ; 
was  he  riding  or  walking.' 

A.  His  Excellency  was  at  first  qn 
hor.seback,  siibsecjuently  dismounted, 
and  continued  generally  dismounted 
daring  the  remainder  of  the  day,  and 
generally  was  v.ithin  30  yards  of  the 
house  wliicji  had  been  the  head  quarter* 
of  tiie  second  in  command. 

Q.  Is  the  Coral  on  such  an  eminence 
as  that  the  streets  of  Buenos  Ayres  and 
tiie  march  of  the  invading  columns  coukl 
be  seen  from  it  ? 

A.  The  immediate  entrance  of 
Buenos  Ayres  is  at  the  tjistance  of  about 
350  yards.  At  the  end  of  tiie  Coral  it 
is  higher,  .so  that  you  cannot  see  into  the 
town,  because  of  the  intersection  of  the 
scjuaies,  and  part  of  the  suburbs,,  above 
IJO  yards.  It  is  also  intersected  by 
high  hedges  and  orchards. 

Q.  Then  is  it  to  be  understood  that 
neither  the  leading  streets  nor  the  co- 
lumns could  be  seen  by  General  White- 
locke that  day  ?  . 
A.  Certainly  they  couid  not  be  seen. 
Q.  Then  as  General  W  hitelocke  did 
not  move  from  the  Coral  tlie  whole  of 
the  day,  and  could  not  see  any  thing  of 
the  operations  of  the  army,  and  you 
were  by  his  side  during  the  whole  time, 
with  the  exceptions  you  liave  stated; 
how  was  lie  employed,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  short  interval  he  was  pt 
White's  house? 

A.  In  the  early  part  of  the  day  his 
Excellency  sent  forward  to  the  centre 
some  of  his  slaft",  to  bring  information  of 
what  was  going  on.  Towards  the  mid- 
dle of  the  day  a  communication  was 
opened  with  the  brigade  on  the  left;  the 
officer  w  ho  opened  that  communication 
returned  between  1  and  2  o'clock  with  i 
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mtssage  SromSir  Samoe!  Auchmut}',  re- 
fjues'iing  asHJail  party  of  ajtilkry-mea  to 
be  seat  to  tlve  Piara  delTofiis. 

Q.  IFow  soon,  iiJlt^r  yoii  jo'.n<"d  hiiu  Ui 
the  tnornuig,  dui  lie  give  you  any  order*;, 
aud  what  were  these  orders  ? 

A.  r.  tfejiik  very  *oon  after  I  joined  him 
he  seiit  sonje  of  Lis  staff  iukf  the  centre, 
wirh  orders,  geiterally,  to  brbig  kim  iafor- 
maiioa  of  what  w^as  passing. 

Q.  Were  Urc-  orders  to  his  staff  given 
at  once,  or  at  different  times? 

A-  At  repeated  intervals. 

Q.  Besides  the  orders  to  his  staff,  state 
what  other  orders  you  iit^rd  hiiu  give 
during  the  morning  of  the  .Sth. 

A.  i  presume,  tite  coaiinufiication 
with  the  iett  was  opened  by  means  of 
ithe  orders  issued.  I  ha^fe  tio  doubt  the 
ofticer  wieut  in  obedience  to  order,  is- 
sued by  General  Whitelcscke.  la  (he 
earlier  pirt  of  the  ddy,  on  my  return  to 
joi«  [liiii.  3.  part  ol  tiie  §lli  iigfit  dra- 
goons, dismouHtedj  vrere  formed  imme- 
diately ill  tiie  rtsirot"  the  artiliery,  placed 
in  position  ;  tiiese  drajoons  were  s\d)se- 
tfuenil}/  moved  to  tiie  left.  His  Evcel- 
icKcy  oecasioiiaUy  ordered  the  dragoons 
U'iio  were  ^ibotit  his  person,  to  pursue 
some  fugitive  Siorsemeu  who  were  escap- 
ing from  Bueiio^J  Ayies. 

Q.  What  \v;2.s  the  cause  of  that  change 
of  jMJsitioa  in  the  dragoous? 

A.  These  dragoons  were  formed  about 
30  paces  in  the  rear  of  the  artillerv,  witii  * 
a  view,  as  1'  und<rrstoiKt,  to  protect  it. 
It  occurred  to  me  that  they  ^vere  siot  ad- 
vantageously stationed  for  that  purpose, 
and  ou  my  ohscrving  this  to  his  Excel- 
lency, I  received  his  directions  to  de- 
sire fhe  olH<-er  wiio  nianagetl  the  dra- 
goons, to  get  in  a  line  with  the  pieces  of 
artillerj-. 

Q.  Was  there  at  any  time,  in  any 
part  of  that  day.  an  alarm  ot  an  attack. 
\)u  any  part  of  the  reserve  ? 

A.  i  do  not  recollect  any  particular 
alarni  in  the  course  of  that  day.  [ 
thought  it  probable  that  the  great  fugi- 
tive population  of  the  towji  would  tall 
back,  on  the  centre  being  attacked  in  all 
points,  but  I  do  not  recollect  any  par- 
ticular alarm;  notliing  more  than  some 
scattered  firing,  as  might  be  expected. 

Q.  Ha%-t^ig  stated  that  you  heard  no 
alarm  of  an  attack,  is  the' Court  to  un- 
rf erstaad  that  tUtre  was  ho  such  alarm  as 


to  induce  Generai  Whitclockc  to  gjvt! 

aiiy  orders  on  the  subject  ? 

A.  Spe;ik.i*ig  oi  the  resene,  <tatioued 
at  the  Coral,  there  certaijily  was  not 
aijy  alarm,  except  as  I  have  before  stat- 
ed. The  trcKjps  that  adva/iced,  stricUy 
speaking,  were  not  in  the  attack,  tiiey 
were  merd}'  to  tiike  a  position, 

Q.  Was  there,  or  was  there  not  such 
aa  alarm  as  to  lead  you  to  give  an  opi- 
nion to  Crccieral  W'hiteJocke  ou  iiut 
subject? 

A.  There  was  no  ?.lan«  ;  hut  it  seemed 
to  me  probable  there  might  be,  and  £ 
frequently  expressetl  my  opinion  tltat 
the  great  mass  of  the  fugitives  would  esi- 
deavour  to  escape  fronj  Buenos  Ayres 
hy  the  centre;  that  the  guns  placed  in 
positiof3,  would  in  that  case  be  instantly 
called  into  actk)n,  :iad  I,  therefore,  re- 
peatedly retjuested  liis  Excellency  to 
remove  from  the  point  of  the  batteries, 
that  the  front  of  them  might  be  open, 

Q.  J-s  that  the  only  advice  and  ophiion 
vow  gave  on  the  subject  ? 

A.  ft  was  the  only  advice  or  opinioR 
I  gave  on  that  particular  subject. 

<i.  State  any  other  orders  which  you 
can  recollect  General  White locke'  ti» 
iiave  giveji  in  the  c>')ur>c  of  that  dav  t 

A.  {  thitik,  tow.irds  the  beginning  of 
the  afternoon,  Lieut<^uaut  Colonel  Briw:l- 
ford  was  sent  witli  sonx;  orders  to  the 
centre,  the  purport  of  tlieiii  1  do  not 
know. 

Q.  "^"ou  have  stated  that  General 
AVhitelocke  remained  in  the  same  posi- 
tion tljc  whole  day  :  I  have  repeatediy 
asked  you  liow  he  employed  himself 
dtiring  the  whole  of  tiiat  remarkabU 
tlay  ? 

A.  With  the  exception  of  these  par- 
ticular orders,  1  liave  stated  his  Excel- 
leiicy  was  walking  back'vards  and  lor- 
wards,  occasio.naiiy  issuing  his  orders, 
and  anxiously  waiting  the  result  of  th« 
assault. 

Q.  At  wiiat  time  did  you  leave  the 
Coral  and  accompany  (jeneral  WJiite- 
iocke  to  head  quarters? 

A.  I  left  the  Coral  about  half  past  four 
o'clock,  and  accompanied  the  General 
to  White's  house. 

Q.  How  far  is  White's  house  from 
the  Coral  de  Miserare? 

A.  FVoni  the  immediate  spot  where 
we  had  bceu  sUndiui;-  about  (iOQ  >ar(iis. 


■XK7A1.  or    llEVTr-EKANTGEKERAl.-WHlTEl.OCKE, 


id.  Is  White's  house  ijo  jjJaced  as  to 
ooKini^iiul  a  more  dii>li!K:t  v iew  oi  tlie 
towa  titfMi  IIk'  0)rai  ? 

A.  i  sJiould  imagine  tlie  groiuul  on 
viiicli  While's  house  staiuks,  liiuch  iil.Hxit 
<i»e  same  level;  yon  "i^y  st^  trom  it 
«iie  tops  oi:'  tli-e  hiijli  biiiklings,  l>ul  not 
the  streets. 

<l.  .\t  the  time  y(Mi  left  the  CV-wal 
v;kb  Gt^ncral  Uhi^  locke.,  luui  any,  and 
-wlvat  intcxnution  be^^n  j-ee*.'ived  by  iiiui, 
ivhelher  tice  li^lit  brigiKle  under  General 
Craafnrd,  and  llve4jlii  i-egiinent  uud<M- 
UetJtenaiit-Giuwd  had  bctn  Jeleited,  ur 
<jjii  oi'f,  or  su<.-/jeeded  in  thek  j-espcotive 
<jjjjects  ■' 

A.  No  inf()ra-i:;ti(>n  was  received,  or 
hadbee/i  i-t^ceived  in  the  eourse  of  that 
<liiy.  Ihe  lirst  Lnt'onnation  xeeeived  was 
Oil  the  niorniii'^  ot  the  iolij.nvijig  clay. 

Q.  Atl«r  yon  arrived  at  Wliite's  Jiuuse, 
<lid  you  feiiiaJa  wiih  LJeiicral  \\hite- 
iocke  .- 

A,  I  »'-<3iTiiii«ed  with  ^'i;ti,  almost  witli- 
out  anv  t'Kception,  unt.l  liis  arrival  at 
l.!ie  Vhlza  i\el  Toros  ou  the  killouing  d-jy 
at  1  o'tloek. 

Q,  estate  what  fjasse/i  after  you  ar- 
rived at  White's  house,  the  ordas  you 
iiCvial  him  give,  Ivow  Jie  was  emijloyd 
wlie«  you  separated  for  the  iiigiu,  ;uad 
all  tiiat  passed  durins;  timt  time. 

jL  Oil  our  arrival  at  \^'J)ite's  housie, 
some  orders  were  gi\en  for  tlie  mon: 
thai  usnal  proiecliou  and  sal'eiy  oi  the 
house. 
.  Q.  .State  what  tliese  orders  were. 
A.  'J'hey  wer^e,  1  lliitik,  that  some  of 
llie  stiUi,  should,  with  some  men,  be 
stationed  In  the  court  yard,  and  on  tJie 
Hat  rooi  during  Uie  nitj,ht.  'i'i'.ere  were 
no  other  orders  tliat  I  caji  recoHecL  1 
*k)  not  renumber  what  time  1  jsirted 
from  him,  but  I  lay  down  to  sleep,  and 
<lid  sleep  in  an  adjoining  room.  Seme 
conversation  j)ass<.'d  which  related  to  the 
righ.t  Hank  being  open,  and  1  understood 
that  cii  ti.e  following  morning  a  commu- 
iiication  sliould  accordingly  be  opened. 

il.  Can  )ou  tell  from  ajiy  comnumi- 
cationtJiat  Cou  l»ad  with  General  White- 
locke,  why  no  attempt  had  been  made 
to  open  that  communiGaliou  during  the 
day  of  the  Jth  ? 

A.  I  cannot  tell  from  any  conversa- 
tion I  held  with  General  Whitelocke  on 
'  that  day,  why  a  communication  was  not 
•peued. 


Q,  Was  there  aay  reason  assigned  la. 
the  <^:our>e  of  rr>nversation,  why  that 
cmnmunJcation  could  be  more  readilr 
openetl  U\  the  anorniiig  of  Uic  6\ii,  thim 
of  the  Jth  .' 

A.  'IhcTe  was  uo  reason  given — 1<1« 
■n«t  imaifine  tJiere  was  a  ri^'astvi. 

Q.  Having  stated  liiat  yon  heard  Oe- 
nerai  Whit-ei^Kice  give  no  other  ordi?rs 
th;u!  sueh  as  rdatetl  to  the  safety  of  tlie 
house,  and  a  conversiitioii  resi>ectiug  tJie 
o^jen'uig  of  ;i  coniftnuuication  v\ith  tiie 
right  Ikuik  on  the  6th,  h  this  all  you  caia 
renicmber  '•)f  the  manr.er  in  uhich  G** 
iK-riil  Whitelocke  was  emploved  dtiring 
t^e  3  or  4  hours  which  you  state  passed 
betwceji  his  arrival  at  While's  house  and 
your  separating  for  the  night .^ 

A.  Some  convei-sation  might  have 
takeji  placi  as  to  the  events  or  success  of 
llie  morning,  but  as  the  communicatioa 
with  the  ngiit  tiaiik  was  mostly  talked  of, 
it  nia4e  tlve  greatest  impression  on  rn^" 
mind;  these  are  all  the  circumstances 
within  my  recollection. 

Adjouined  until  to-morrow. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  DAY. 

THURSDAY,    MARCH  3. 

The  Court  being  met,  pursirant  to  ad- 
joinnmentj  Cu.plain  Fray.er  was"  agaiu 
called,  and  further  e-xamined, 

Q.  State  vliat  passed  dining  Mie 
nigiit  aim  the  lollowing  iv.oinarg-,  turtii 
L'ieiUenant-ger.<'ral  Whitelocke  went  to 
the  Pkii^a  del  'loros. 

A.  I  think  once  or  twice  during  the 
night  General  \^■hite!ocke  came  hitotlie 
rc.oni  where  1  was,  but  I  do  not  re-col- 
Jecl  his  speaking  of  any  thing  partieiifar 
until  day-break  on  the  morning  of  the 
6lh.  At  that  time  [  proceeded  to  Hie 
park  of  artillery  at  the  Coral  de  Mise- 
rare,  and  was  there  some  time  occupK'd 
in  making  tiie  necessary  an-ang< ments, 
1  think  his  Excellency  came  there  soon 
afterwaids,  an<l,  dismounting,  walked 
b:;c];v.ards  and  fo;-vvards  over  the  some 
lipotthat  he  had  done  the  precedimi  day. 
I  understood  that  anoihcerand  party  l-.ad 
gone  to  open  a  communicat^ion  with  tin* 
right  flank,  and  some  conversation  look 
place  with  respect  to  the  eventi  of  the 
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preceding  clay.  I  think  loo  that  then 
General  Whitelocke  intimated  his  inten- 
tion of  i^oing  to  the  Plaza  d<;l  Toros.  His 
Excellency  desired  lile  to  have  the  six- 
pounder  and  park  of  artillery  ready  to 
accompany  him  to  the  Plaza  del  Toros. 
1  think,  but  am  not  sure,  thot  this  con- 
A'ersation  took  place  before  the  arrival 
of  an  orderly  seijeant  from  the  Plaza  del 
Toros,  and  who  ivas  tiie  bearer  of  a  com- 
munication from  (rencral  Linieis,  which 
J  understood  had  b -en  sent  to  General 
Whitelocke  at  the  Plaza  del  1  oros,  and 
wa;  forwarded  from  thence  by  order  of 
Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty.  General  White- 
locke, on  opening  this  letter,  shewed  it 
to  me,  and  requested  I  would  translate  it 
for  him.  l^poii  looking  over  it,  and 
partly  comprehending  it,  I  replied  to  hi:^ 
Excellency  that  I  was  not  sufficiently  ac- 
quainted with  the  Sp.inish  language. 
Geni-ral  Whitelocke  then  shewed  it  to 
Captain  Squires  oi:  the  engineers,  who 
did  read  and  explain  it  to  the  General. 
There  was  no  other  person  about  the  Ge- 
neral at  that  instant,  Major-general 
Gov.er  being  about  thirty  yards  distant, 
and  ninn-er  than  any  other  oliicer.  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke  shewed  the  letter  to 
GentTal  Gower,  and  I  retired  to  some 
distance,  as  I  did  not  wisii  to  appear  to 
hear  the  conversation  that  passed  between 
the  two  generals.  1  tiunk  an  answer  was 
written  to  this  comniunication  from  Ge- 
neral Liniers.  General  Wiiitelocke 
again  intimated  his  i.-.tention  of  going  to 
tile  Piaza  del  Toros;  and  after  some  de- 
lav  the  column,  consisting  of  the  9th  dra- 
lioop.s,  some  mounted  drag>>ons  of  the 
J 7th,  some  few  tnlantry  nu'n,  of  what 
corps  I  do  n- 1  recollect,  marched  from 
the  Coral  de  Miserare,  at  about  I'J 
o'clock,  and  arrived  at  the  Plaza  del  'Po- 
ros,  1  think,  ai)out  one,  but  the  hour  I 
am  not  <iuite  certain  of. 

Q.  Did  vou  examine  the  gmis  at  the 
Plaza  del  'Toros ;  and  if  you  did,  state 
the  number  of  guns  fit  for  service,  or  that 
might  have  been  iviade  so. 

A.  Immediately  on  my  arrival  at  the 
Plaza  del  Toros,  T  went  to  reconnoitre 
and  examine  what  situations  were  suited 
to  the  erection  of  batteries  against  the 
city  of  Pueno';  ,\yrcs.  I  did  not  myself 
examine  the  guns,  but  they  were  ex- 
amined and  reported  to  me.  There 
were  1 1  pieces  of  ordnemce  from  36  to 


38  pounders,  which  were  immediately 
serviceable.  Exclusive  ofsuch  giins  as 
had  been  captured  at  the  Retiro,  there 
were  besides  at  the  Coral  de  Miserare 
three  pieces  which  were  immediately  ser- 
viceable. Of  ordnance  spiked,  which 
might  have  been  rendered  serviceable; 
there  were  10.  There  were,  moreover, 
of  ordnance  embarked  from  Monte  Vi- 
deo, and  which  I  presume  might  have, 
been  landed  in  a  few  hours,  12  pieces  of 
ordnance,  making  a  total  of  56  pieces  of 
ordnance  from  36  to  8  pounders,  which 
last  I  consider  the  lovi-est  calibre  eligible 
for  the  purposes  then  required.  It  may 
be  explanatory  to  remark,  that,  iiaving 
examined  the  Spanish  arsenalj  I  reported 
to  General  Wiiitelocke  that  I  possessed 
every  means  for  the  erection  and  service  | 
of  siich  batteries  as  might  be  formed  of  i 
the  above,  and  which  were  proper  for  j 
the  purpose.  No  exact  account  of  the 
ordnance  ammunition  was  then  taken  ; 
but  afterwards,  in  the  afternoon,  such  ac- 
count wa^  taken  ;  and  I  did  then,  and  dd 
now,  confidently  believe  there  were  not 
less  than  6oO  barrels  of  powder,  contain- 
ing 90  pounds  each  barrel. 

Q.  Who  was  it  made  that  report  to 
you  ? 

A.  The  report  of  the  calibre  of  the 
guns  that  were  spiked  and  not  spiked  was 
made  to  me  by  a  corporal.  I  subse- 
quently examined  them  myself,  and 
found  his  report  to  be  correct. 

Q.  \Vhat  was  your  opinion,  as  an  artil- 
lery ofliccr,  of  the  facility  which  the  pos- 
session of  the  Plaza  del  Toros,  afforded  to- 
wards the  establishment  of  batteries,  and 
other  military  operations  against  the 
town  ? 

A.  I  did  conceive  and  express  my  opi- 
nion that  the  possession  of  the  Plaza  del 
Toros  afforded  every  facility  for  the 
establishment  of  batteries  against  the 
town,  the  most  eligible  situation  for 
erecting  them  being  marked  out  by  Cap- 
tain Squires  and  myself. 

(^.  \Vereyou  at  any  time,  and  when, 
consulted  by  General  Whitelocke  on 
that  siibject  ? 

A.  Immediately  after  our  airiva!  at 
tiie  Plaza  del  'i  oros,  at  one  o'clock  in 
the  alteinoon  of  the  6th  ;  and  after  go- 
ing down  to  r^cxonnoitre  towards  the 
banks  of  the  Plata,  from  whence  the 
fort  was  clearly  and  distiiictly  discera- 
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jble ;  and  after. going  from  tlience  to 
the  ampiiitliealre  of  llic  Plazii  del  l"o- 
ros,  from  the  top  of  whicli  I  was  spe- 
cially ordered  to  come  to  General 
IWhiteloL-ke,  then  at  the  Retirq.  He 
aiked  me  in  a  general  manner  as  to  the 
power  we  possessed  of  erecting  l)aUeries 
?igainst  the  citadel.  I  replied  that  I 
would  run  lo  the  arsenal  (a  distance  of 
about  300  yards),  and  after  seeing  the 
yesources  in  ammunition  and  stores, 
would  give  his  Excellency  a  decided  an- 
swer, i  did  so,  and  did  give  to  his  Ex- 
cellency the  followirig  answer :  "  'Hiere 
js  an  abundance  of  amnumition  and 
stores,  and  I  will  pledge  myself  to  your 
Excellency  that  between  20  and  30 
pieces  of  artillery  shall  play  upon  the. 
town  (o-morrow  morning."  Soine  ob- 
jections were  started,  that  some  of  the 
heaviest  giuis  w;^re  spiked  ;  to  which  I 
replied,  tlut  I  would  be  responsible  tiiat 
tliey  should  be  unspiked.  It  was  ob- 
served that  the, city  would  be  set  on  fire 
by  them :  I  aiiswer<'d,  that  the  experi- 
inent  might  be  niade  ;  and  that  at  all 
events  the  enemy  jnusl  be  dislodged  by 
\t  from  that  qnarier  of  tlie  city. 

Q.  What  ({uarier  of  the  city  did  you 
niean  ? 

A.  That  quarter  which  would  be  im- 
mediately exposed  to  the  lire  from  the 
yiaza  del  Toros. 

,Q.  State,  as  accurately  as  yon  can, 
the  distance  between  the  Plaza  del 
Toros  and  the  fort? 

A.  In  a  straight  line  about  1650  yards. 

Q.  Would  it,  or  would  it  not,  be  prac- 
ticable to  destroy  any  of  the  traverses 
between  the  line  of  hre  of  the  Plaza  del 
(Toros  and  the  fort? 

A.  With  a  view  to  tlie  destruction 
of  the  fort,  it  might  have  been  practi- 
cable to  erect  batteries  on  the  low 
ground  on  the  beach  of  the  Plata  against 
the  fort ;  but  the  fort  was  a  contemptible 
work,  which,  if  battered  in  breach  must 
have  fallen  in  a  few  hours. 

Captain  Squires  again  called,  and  fur- 
ther examlntd. 

Q.  Did  you  proceed  from  tlie  Coral 
de  >Iiserare  to  the  Plaza  del  Toros  with 
iLieutenant-general  Whitclocke    on  the 
i^th? 
■   A,  I  did. 


Q.  W^hat  was  your  opinion,  as  an 
officer  of  engineers,  of  the  facility  whicli 
the  possession  of  ihe  Plaza  del  'I'oros  af- 
forded towards  the  establishment  of  bat- 
teries, and  other  military  operations 
against  Buenos  Ay  res  ? 

A.  f  did  think  it  a  very  favourable 
position  for  the  estaWishment  of  batte- 
ries; and  we  jxissessed  ampl^'  means,  in 
consequence  of  the  capture  of  the  ar- 
senal of  the  enemy,  for  establishing  these 
batteries, 

Q.  Would  it,  or  would  it  not,  in  vour 
judgment,  have  been  practicable,  with 
the  means  you  had,  to  canr.onade  and 
bombard  the  town  with  effect  from  the 
P!.;za  del  Toros? 

\.  I  do  think  that  batteries  would  have 
been  effectual. 

Lieutencmt-eoUmcl  Torrem  again  called, 
cuid  furtlur  txamind. 

Q.  Were  you  with  General  Whitc- 
locke on  the  .Vih  of  July  r 

A.  Part  of  the  tlay.  I  was  repeatedly 
absent  from  him  in  the  course  of  the 
day. 

('5-  State  what  orders  vou  received 
from  General  Whiti-locke  that  day  gene- 
r.tlly,  as  far  as  your  memory  can  serve  j 
not  only  as  to  the  ord.-rs  witl\  regard  to 
yourself,  but  tliose  orders  you  received 
"to  communicate  toothers. 

A.  It  having  been  reported,  about 
nine  o'clock  that  morning,  thai  a  body 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry  had  formed  in 
our  rear,  Captain  Whittingham  and  I 
went  to  reconnoitre  them  with  1 6  mount- 
ed dragoons  of  the  I7th,  and  about  30 
dismounted  of  the  9th.  When  1  pro- 
ceeded a  little  way  I  found  this  force  was 
more  considerable  than  I  had  at  first 
imagined  ;  and  I  sent  Captain  Blake, 
assistant  (Juarter-master-gcneral,  to  re- 
port that  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  attack 
tiiem.  We  were  absent  on  this  duty 
about  three  hours  ;  and  having  dispersed 
tiiis  body,  wliich  consisted  of  about  300 
horse,  we  returned  to  the  Coral.  Ge- 
neral Whitclocke,  about  three  o'clock,  ■ 
desired  I  would  write  to  Lieutenant-co- 
lonel Witherington,  who  commanded  the 
centre,  expressing  his  surprise  that  the 
men  were  plundering  the  abandoned 
houses,  and  ordermg  him  to  use  every 
exertion  to  prevent  such  irregularities. 
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Th<"    General     then    desired  I  would 
wriJc  to  Brigadier  '^\?  Saimid  Auciimu- 
{y.  orderiivg  him  to  retain  liU  p<jsitiQii,, 
■Mvl  ireuiaiii  on  tiiie  defensive  tilf  he  liiiu- 
self   should   arrive  tlie   next   moi'ning. 
Captain  Whillingham  aiid  I,,  withsoine 
otiK^r  oftTycersat  the  stall,  had  bcfeii  walk- 
ing cv.  the  Coral  a  little  after  two  o'clock, 
wheii  General  Whiteloekc  cai'iie  up^  e.iKl' 
said  he  did  not   like  to  cwder  any  per- 
son, but  ite  vjOuUI  feel  liiuKelf  d>liged  tO' 
any  ofEcer  who  w'ould  go  to- the  left,  and 
bring  iiifannatioti  oi"  Sir  Samuel  Aucb- 
wiuf^'s  -^ituatiiin.     CaptaJn  Whitthigham 
iinmediatejy  ottered liis  services,  and  was 
desired  to  select  what  lie  thought  a  suf- 
ftcieofc  escort.     He  took  }0  or  12  dra- 
goons-, aixl  ubaiit  30  or  4Cv  infantry.     I 
cannot  speak  with  any  precision  of  the 
MLMT)l\er;  and,  wit li these  I  understood  he 
proceecled  to  the  Recolita,  as  a  marked 
point,  and  then  felt  his  way  to  Uie  Piaaa 
del  I'oros,  where  he  found  Su"  Samuel 
i^;uckm!ty.-      He    met    seveial    armed 
peo|)le  in  liis  way,  wh.o-  repeattrdly  fired, 
^thun;  but  having  cleared  the  hedges 
with  his  infantry,  he  found  no  difficulty  in 
iih  f£ni.i;er  j)rogress.     lie  thought  it  so 
essei-Ulal  to  bring  a  report  to  the  C'om- 
Euand'er  of  the    forces-  wiiixo-ut   Icvss   of 
time,  that  he   left  the   iulantry  ,at  the 
S*hua  del  Tores,   and   galfo|vpc-d  back 
with  tlie  dnig(;ons.    He  repoitixl  Sir  Sa- 
Enuef  Auchn^.tty's .success,  m  his  iiiiving 
Kaken  30  pieces  cf  caiHioii  ami  60-l>  pri- 
soners,, with  the  arsenal  full  o*  stores,  and 
anunnnifeion-.  aud  haviifi^  opened  a  coiu- 
snunication  with  Captain    Tiioinpson  of 
the   navy,    who  conimaiu'led  the  gim- 
i)oats.      Tlie  IJrigadier-gem'ral   rtcoui- 
laicnded  that  the  Commiuuler   in  Chief 
should  move  head-quarters  to  tlie  Pla2a 
flel  lores  that  jilgiit.     To  llie  best  of 
Wjy   recollectiofv   thrs  was  the  wisole  of 
Captain  "Whittingham's  repnrt. 

Q.  Did  Captain  Whitlmgham  slate 
to  General  WJiilelocke  iiow  Icivg  lie  had 
taicen  in  going  and  returning  from  the 
Plaza  sii  FToros,  and  at  what  hc-ur  did  he 
make  tliis  report  ? 

A.  lie  made  his  report  about  a  ifuar- 
ter  before  four  o'clock.  I  was  not  pre- 
sent., nor  did  I  hear  hin>  report  the  trans- 
a<'tion.  He  was  ardeied  to  o;o  abocjt 
two  o'clock.  I  should  have  slated  [hat 
Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty  had  expressed  a 
great  Wuiit  of  arlillery-inL'u,  and  a  dc- 


tacluTient  of  about  30  were  se7ff  tcr  Finti 
JSaif  an  lioin- after  Cai>tain  WliiVti<ng!isHTi( 
Ti-vade  his.  fei>ort.  No-otiier  ovdeirs  wei;e 
given  lirat  I  ki'ic/w  of. 

Q.  VYlien  Cap<taiu  Whitti-nghauT  hacB 
m-Kl/'  his  reporS,  did  General  Wltkelocke  ' 
give  any,  and  wha-t.  Feasor  for  iwt  cot\v-  ' 
plyin^f  with  the  wisbof  &ir  Stvnuivl  Auciif- 
niuty.  l:;  repair  himself  totho  PUza  deS 
Toros-  tltat  eviMiing  ? 

A.  r  understood  General  V/hi-terorS;e> 
woffld  not  quit  t!i.e  ceatre  ti:ii  Ix^  sl>oulf8 
receive  a  rqK)Ft  frcnvt  tlve  light  Ibnk, 
particn'rarly  1^'oni  Biig,adier-geM«-ai 
Craiifurd, 

Q.  With  the  except^rori'  of  th-is  order 
given  to  Captain  VVhittinghan.'v  about  tw» 
oVlock  oa  that  day,  do  you  know  of  a^iy 
other  attenajjt  ma<lv  by  the  Gen-eral  per- 
fjoiially,  or  otherwise,  to  co-operaie  witb 
and  support  the  coknniK  of  the  army  ■- 

A.  \Vhen  I  returned  froivi  the  pu-r&tult 
of  the  cavalry  which  1  have  related,  I 
heard  that  the  caubineei-s  and  the  IKis 
liglit  dragoons  had  been  puslied  n<\)an 
one  of  the  centre  streets,  and  liad  beeis 
i"p|xil^ed  with- lass.  About  half-parst  ojne 
o'clock  Brigade-major  Costly  was  sent 
w.Tth  a  few  dragoons  to  feel  bis  way  to-f 
wards  his  ligiit,  but  returned  Iw'a  few  mi- 
nutes, and  reported  it^fupi'iJcticabJe.  I 
aif^  not  accfirai'nted  with  any  otLier  at- 
tempt at  co-o^)ei'ation, 

Q.  I>o  you  know  the  araoant  of  the 
force  L\it!npo:->in§  tiieneserve  ou-  tluit  (by  ? 
By  reserve  I  ineaii- J;hat  part  of  tlie  arn>y 
v/ivich  did-  not  form  any  of  the  coltunn^^ 
en^ra^cd  in  the  attack,  m'  tlTecoi"ps  si-u- 
derColouei  Mahoii. 

A.  Tiierewere  alxint  ]050;  ©rllfW 
inc^n  eA  the  trciops  }ou  allude  to;  buS 
I  include  in  that  number  near  100  men 
?itl:ichedto  thf  Coujinissai'v,  avid  abo;!>fe 
180  left  by  the  different  regimej->ts  i« 
charge  of  the  knapsacks.  ' 

Q.  Did  you  'quit  the  Corat  witb  Gk>  ' 
iteral  Wlutelocke  oi>  the  evening  c^f  th& 
5th  ? 

A.  When  it  became  n<?arlY  «Wk  \ 
quitted  the  Coral  with  General  Whlte-t 
iocke  and  the  rest  of  the  stal'f. 

Q.  When  you  stated  that  yot?  did  net 
h.ear  GenerafWhitelocke  give  any  othp«» 
orders,  ciid  ycKi  mean  to  inclmle  what 
pa^ised  at  Mr.  \Miile's  house? 

A.  No'.  I  heard  General  White- 
locke,  some  time  aftei-  our  arrival  at  51r. 
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White's  house,  give  orders  to  his  Aide- 
de-Camps  to  keep  watch  at  the  top  of 
the  iioiise,  and  relieve  eacli  other  every 
hour  or  every  two  hours.  That  was  the 
only  order  I  heard  him  give  that  night. 
The  Lieutenant-general  might  have 
given  many  orders  without  my  know- 
ledge.    I  vvaa  frequently  absent. 

Q.  Do,  or  dc  you  not  know  of  any 
reasons  which  prevented  Lieutenant- 
gen.  Whitelocke  frem  giving  any  support 
or  co-operatioii  to  the  dii'l'erent  engaging 
columns  of  his  army  personally  or  other- 
wise during  the  5th.? 

A.  Not  having  any  conversation  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  on  the  subject  of  at- 
tack on  that  day,  I  am  not  acquainted 
with  any  of  the  motives  by  which  he 
might  have  been  actuated.  I  had  un- 
derstood that  the  Lieutenant-general 
waited  for  the  reports  from  the  dilferent 
columns  before  he  decided  on  any,  and 
what,  co-operation. 


Q.  Was  any  other  artillery  officer, 
except  Captain  Frazer,  to  your  know- 
ledge, at  the  Coral  when  tile  artillery- 
men were  sent  to  Sir  Samuel  Auch- 
niuty  ? 

A.  No  other  artillery  officer  was  at 
the  Coral  at  that  time. 

Q.  About  what  hour  was  that  re- 
port made  by  Captain  Foster .' 

A.  1  did  not  attend  to  Captain  Fos- 
ter's report,  but  I  saw  the  colours  my- 
self about  half-past  one  o'clock. 

Q.  Had  not  all  communication  been 
cut  off  between  the  reserve  and  the  at- 
tacking columns  before  tiiat  report  was 
made?  And  could  any  communication 
have  been  opened  without  an  armed  force 
from  the  reserve  ? 

A.  I  beleved  all  communication  to 
liave  been  cut  off  before  that  report  was 
made  ;  and  I  do  not  believe  it  could 
have  been  kept  up  without  an  armed 
force. 


Cross-examined  by  General  If^hitelocke.       Jte-examined  by  the  Judge-Advocate. 


Q.  Do  you  remember  it  being  re- 
ported to  me  that  three  of  our  colours 
were  flying  in  diflierent  parts  of  the 
town ;  and  that  our  men  were  seen  on 
the  top  of  the  building,  where  the  cen- 
tral colours  were  flying } 

A.  I  do  remember  the  report  being 
made  by  Captain  Foster,  and  1  remem- 
ber to  have  seen  the  colours  myself  from 
an  advanced  situation. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  me  receiving 
information  in  the  course  of  the  5th,  and 
at  what  time,  (jf  tlie  colours  of  the  fort 
having  been  struck  ? 

A.  About  one  o'clock  some  one  re- 
ported that  the  Spanish  colours  at  the 
fort  had  struck  ;  but  I  went  forward  my- 
self, and  perceived  with  my  glass  that 
they  were  only  hanging  about  the  flag- 
staff, the  day  being  remarkably  calm. 

Q.  Had  you  any  reason  to  sujjpose, 
from  any  thing  you  heard,  or  any  thing 
that  passed  on  the  5th,  that  any  of  the 
general  officers,  or  officers  commanding 
Ijrigades,  had  any  doubt  of  the  success 
of  the  attack,  or  any  apprehension  of  its 
failure  ? 

A.  I  did  not  hear,  either  previous  to, 
or  during  the  attack,  any  apprehensions 
expressed  as  to  its  failure,  at  Icijst  by  any 
of  the  officers  about  us. 


Q.  You  have  stated  that  no  appre- 
hensions were  enteriained  of  the  success 
of  the  plan :  were  the  general  officers 
consulted  on  it .' 

A.  I  was  never  present  at  any  consul- 
tation of  the  general  officers  respecting 
tlie  plan,  with  the  exception  of  General 
Gower,  whom  I  have  heard  speak  to  the 
General  on  the  subject  of  the  plan. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  no  appre- 
hensions were  expressed  by  any  of  the 
officers  during  the  attack.  Had  not 
Captain  Whittingham  reported  the  total " 
faikire  of  the  attack  made  by  Brigadier- 
general  Lumley's  brigade  ? 

A.  Captain  Whittingham  reported 
that  General  Lumley's  brigade  had  fallen 
back  on  theToros,  with  the  exception  of 
the  SSth,  which  had  beeu  made  pri- 
soners. 

Examined  by  th:;  Court. 

Q.  Did  you  write  or  send  any  order 
to  Colonel  Mahon  by  General  White- 
locke's  directions  on  the  5th  of  July  r 

A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Was  any  intelligence  received  of 

or  from  Colonel  Mahoa  previous  to  or 

during  the;  attack,  as  to  where  he  was 

with  the  column  under  his  command  ;  or 
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was  it  known  where  he  was  durhig  the 
5th  of  July? 

A,  No  information  was  received  from 
Colonel  Mahon  during  the  5Ui  ;  but  it 
was  presumed  that  lie  was  posted  to  the 
eastward  of  the  bridge,  in  conformity  to 
the  orders  he  had  received  the  pre- 
ceding evening. 

Q.  In  the  course  of  the  5th  of  July- 
was  it  proposed  to  the  General,  or  did 
the  General  propose  to  put  himself  at 
the  head  of  the  reserve  to  force  a  pas- 
sage, and  penetrate  to  the  support  of  the 
several  corps,  who  by  his  orders  had  ad- 
vanced to  the  attack  of  the  town  ? 

A.  I  never  heard,  in  the  course  of 
that  day,  of  any  such  proposition  being 
made  to  or  by  General  Whitelocke. 

Q.  Did  the  General  himself  ever  go 
forward  to  observe,  in  consequence  of 
any  reports  you  stated  to  have  been 
made  to  him  during  the  5th  ? 

A.  lie  did  not  go  forward  to  observe 
in  consequence  of  sucli  reports  at  any 
period  while  I  was  at  head-ijuarters. 

Q.  Was  the  impression  on  the  mind 
of  the  General  and  of  the  officers  about 
him,  on  the  evening  of  the  5th,  when 
you  retired  to  White's  house,  that  the 
attack  of  the  army  had  been  successful  ? 

A.  General  Whitelocke  expressed 
great  anxiety  about  the  right.  The  im- 
pression of  complete  success  was  not,  I 
be'.ieve,  on  the  mind  of  any  one  person 
present,  as  we  had  heard  of  the  capture  of 
the  88th  ;  but  great  hopes  were  ent(.'r- 
tained  of  a  favourable  position  having 
been  taken  up  on  the  left  tiank  of  the 
enemy,  from  our  having  seen  the  colovus 
flying  on  our  right. 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  any  attempt  liad 
been  made  to  ascertain  svhether  Colonel 
Mahon  had  received  the  order  of  the 
4tli,  or  to  know  whether  lie  had  arrived 
at  the  place  where  he  was  ordered  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  such  attempt 
having  l)een  made  on  that  day.  Brigade- 
major  Gostley  received  orders  at  one 
time  tiial  day  to  proceed  to  the  right, 
but  I  am  not' acquainted  with  the  precise 
orders  he  received. 

Q.  Do  you,  or  do  you  not,  know 
whether  the  bridge  across  the  Ciuielo 
was  in  possession  of  the  enemv  during 
the  time  the  head-quarters  of  the  army 
mere  at  White's  ht^use? 
A.  I  did  not  know  that  the   bridge 


across  the  Chuelo  was  in  possession  of 
the  enemy,  but  should  suppose  he  could 
not  have  remained  there,  as  his  retreat 
could  be  cut  off  from  the  town. 

Q.  Could  it  be  ascertained  whether 
the  colours  you  alluded  to  were  flying 
from  the  convent  of  St.  Domingo  or  the 
Residencia .' 

A.  The  colours  I  saw  were  certainly 
supposed  to  be  at  the  Eesidencia,  asthey 
were  close  down  on  the  river. 

Lieutenant-cnlnnd  Mahon  again  called, 
and  further  examined. 

Q.  Where  did  you  receive  the  order 
dated  the  4th  of  July? 
A.  At  Reduction. 

Q.  State  what  you  did  in  consequence 
of  that  order. 

A.  I  marched  as  speedily  as  T  could, 
and  reaching  the  bridge  over  the  Chuelo, 
and  finding  it  standing,  I  took  a  position 
there  about  dusk  on  the  5th,  leaving  the 
rear  guard  on  the  opposite  side  of  tlie 
river  from  Buenos  Ayres,  and  under  the 
comand  of  Major  Gwyn,  of  tiie  45th. 

Q.  At  what  hour  did  you  march  from 
Reduction? 
A.  About  1 1  o'clock. 
Q.    Did  you   meet  with    any,    and 
what,  obstacles  from  the  enemy,  on  your 
march  from  Reduction  to  the  bridge  ? 
A.  None  whatever. 
Q.  After  this  order,  which   you  re- 
ceived at  20  minutes  after  10  o'clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  5th,  did  you  receive 
any,    and   what,   orders  from    General 
Whitelocke  in  the  course  of  that  day  ? 
A.  None. 

Q.  That  order  stated  that  you  were  to 
take  post  at  some  distance  from  the 
bridge.  What  reason  led  you  to  proceed 
beyond  it  ? 

A.  On  arriving  at,  as  I  conceived,  a 
safe  distance  from  the  river  and  the 
bridge,  I  sent  forward  Brigade-major 
Stewart ;  and  linding  the  bridge  standing 
and  imdefended,  I  judged  it  was  proper 
to  advance  across  with  the  cohnnn,  leav- 
ing the  rear  guard  on  tlie  other  side. 

Q.  Had  you  any  reason,  in  the  course 
of  the  51  h,  on  your  march  towards  the 
bridge,  to  know  that  the  British  forces 
were  attacking  the  town  of  Buenos 
Ayres  ? 

A.  Yes.  I  heard  the  firin<j  commence 
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about  hall"  past  six  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing. I  could  liear  distinctly,  as  the  wind 
blew  fairly  fioni  thence  to  me. 

Q.  A\  ere  the  troops  under  your  com- 
man<l,  in  which  you  include  the  seamen, 
amounting  to  1800,  vn  a  situation  to  co- 
operate in  the  attack,  had  you  received 
orders  to  do  so? 

A.  They  were,  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  invalids. 

Q.  In  what  situation  did  the  corps  un- 
der your  command  pass  the  night  of  the 
5th  ? 

A.  That  part  not  on  duty,  as  pickets 
or  other  guards,  were  in  cantoiunents 
in  very  large  good  houses,  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Barracca,  with  the  exceptian  of 
the  rear  guard. 

Q.  What  distance  was  Barracca  from 
the  Coral  de  Miserare? 

A.  I  cannot  state  the  distance  cor- 
rectly in  a  straight  line.  We  were  ordered 
to  approach  it  circuilously.  The  village 
of  Barracca  is  close  to  the  bridge. 

Q.  What  orders  did  you  receive  from 
Lieutenant-general  Whitelocke  on  the 
6th,  and  what  did  you  in  consequence  of 
these  orders  f 

A.  About  11  o'clock,  on  the  (5th,  Cap- 
tain Whittingham  arrived  with  a  com- 
pany of  the  S8tb,  and  brought  me  orders 
to  march  to  a  liouse  which  had  been 
head  quarters  at  the  Miserare.  Captain 
Whittingham  left  a  Spanish  prisoner  to 
shew  me  a  circuitous  way  to  Mr.  White's 
house,  without  approaching  too  close  to 
the  town. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  there ; 
and  when  did  you  march  to  the  Plaza 
del  Toros  ? 

A.  I  marched  to  the  Miserare,  T\'hich 
I  did  not  reach  till  sun-set  on  tiie  6th  ;  I 
remained  thereon  the  7th,  and  at  one 
o'clock  on  the  8th  I  marched  to  the 
riaza  del  Toros  according  to  orders;  I 
did  not  arrive  there  till  sun-set. 

Q.  Were  the  troops  under  your  com- 
mand, consisting  of  l600  men  and  200 
sailors  with  the  artillery,  ever  engaged 
with  the  enemy  during  the  expedition 
against  Buenos  Avres.' 

A.  The  body  of  the  column  was  not ; 

the  flankers  and  rear  guard  had  sonie 

skirmishing  in  liie  course  of  the  march. 

Q.  What  distance  was  your  post  of 

Barraccas  froin  the  Residsncia  ,' 


A.  I  suppose  about  one  mile  and  a 
half;  not  more. 

Q.  Had  you  known  the  situation  of 
the  43tli,  could  you  have  co-operated 
with  them  on  the  night  of  tiie  5lh? 

A.  1  think  I  could. 

Captain  Foster  sivorn  and  examined. 

Q.  Were  you  aide-de-camp  to  Lieu- 
tenant-general Whitelocke  on  the  expe- 
dition against  Buenos  Ayres  ? 

A.  Iwas. 

Q.  Wera  you  with  General  White- 
locke on  the  5th  of  July  .'' 

A.  I  was,  except  during  the  time  I 
was  in  execution  of  his  orders. 

Q.  State  what  orders  you  received 
from  General  Whitelocke  that  day ; 
what  you  did  in  consequence  of  these 
orders,  and  how  long  you  were  in  the 
employment  absent  from  Gen.  White- 
locke in  execution  of  his  orders. 

A.  Tlie  lirst  order  I  recieved  from 
General  Whitelocke  was  on  the  morning 
of  the  5ih.  There  was  some  firing  on 
the  left,  and  I  was  directed  by  the  Ge- 
neral to  see  wliat  it  was.  I  went  to  the 
left  and  found  it  was  our  own  sentinels 
tiring  at  individuals  of  the  enemy  making 
their  escape  out  of  the  town.  A  non- 
commissioned oflicer  reported  to  me 
that  the  enemy  were  collecting  in  some 
force  further  to  our  left  and  rather  in 
our  rear.  I  proceeded  to  reconnoitre 
tiieir  position,  and  found  them  to  be 
about  two  hundred  cavalry,  but  not 
formed  in  any  regular  order  :  they  were 
at  this  time  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
distant.  I  returned  to  General  White- 
locke and  reported  this  circumstance.  I 
was  soon  after  ordered  by  Gen.  White- 
locke to  go  into  the  town  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  endeavor  to  ascertain  the 
positions  of  the  attacking  columns.  This 
was  rather  before  10  o'clock  I  think.  I 
went  to  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  di- 
rected myself  where  I  heard  firing.  I 
advanced  about  a  mile  when  f  met  a 
detachment  of  the  6th  dragoon  guards 
and  part  of  the  9th  light  dragoons,  re- 
tiring down  one  of  the  central  streets 
in  some  confusion,  I  spoke  to  some  ofti- 
cers,  particularly  Captain  Davenport  of 
the  6th  dragoon  guards,  sind  learned 
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from  h'm  that  that  corps  had  been  one 
of  tlie  r.rst  to  attack  and  had  failed. 

Q.  Did  you  report  to  General  V\"hite- 
locke  the  situation  of  the  6th  dragoon 
guards  and  the  9th  light  dragoons? 

A.  I  did  some  time  afterwarlii.  I 
previously  pointed  out  to  the  officers  a 
place  which  I  conceived  a  defensible  si- 
tuation, which  they  imnieuiatelv  placed 
their  men  in.  having  a  square  in  front 
which  tiie  enemy  must  pass  to  attack 
them.  Tije  enemy  were  at  tlic  other 
end  of  it,  tiring  occasionally  grape  and 
round  shot,  but  very  inett'ectually.  I 
then  reconnoitred  from  the  tops  of  those 
])ouses  which  were  in  the  most  com- 
manding situations,  and  observed  tlie  Bri- 
tish colours  Hying  about  a  mile  distant 
on  the  1  jft.  I  also  saw  the  King's  colours 
of  some  regiment  flying  on  a  large  buil- 
ding at  my  right,  something  more  than 
a  mile  distant,  with  an  intermed'ate  po- 
sition which  I  took  to  be  a  church,  from 
which  I  could  plainly  distinguish  the  ri- 
fle corps  with  two  or  three  light  infantry 
men.  There  was  some  very  heavy 
iiring  of  musketry  between  the  east  po- 
sition and  the  place  from  which  I  recon- 
noitred. I  did  not  observe  any  troops 
whatever.  Having  made  these  observa- 
tions I  returned  to  General  Whitelocke 
and  reported  these  circumstances.  This 
was  about  1 1  o'clock.  I  was  soon  after- 
wards ordered  a  second  time  into  the 
town  by  General  Whitelocke,  to  observe 
whether  the  positions  were  changed,  and 
the  practicability  of  communicating  w^ith 
them.  I  returned  to  the  position  I  had 
left  the  6*.h  dragoon  guards  and  9th  light 
dragoons  in,  and  found  them  as  belore 
stated.  I  then  endeavored  to  penetrate 
to  the  right,  and  likewise  to  the  left,  by 
feelinj  my  way  with  a  few  men;  I  found 
it  impracticable  to  communicate  with  any 
of  cur  troops  on  either  side,  owiug  to  the 
intermedi:itt'  positions  of  the  enemy.  I 
returned  ther-fore  to  Gen^'ral  White- 
locke and  made  my  report  acrordirgly. 
I  was  several  tunes  during  the  day,  and 
until  dark  at  night,  ordered  to  report 
any  circumstance  ti'.at  might  ari^e  with- 
in my  observation,  but  nothing  particu- 


lar did  occur,  and  I  rejoined  the  Ge- 
neral, after  dark,  at  a  house  established 
as  head  quarters,  called  White's  liouse, 
from  the  top  of  which  I  was  desired  to 
look  out,  svhich  I  did  for  two  or  three 
hours. 

Q.  In  the  report  which  you  made  to 
General  Whitelocke  at  half  past  eleven 
o'clock,  did  you  describe  the  situation 
of  tiie  house  from  which  you  made  your 
observations  ? 

A.  I  did ;  and  communicated  to  the 
General  that  it  was  the  position  in  which 
I  had  left  the  6th  and  9th  dragoons. 

Q.  State  as  accurately  as  you  can  the 
distance  of  that  house  from  the  Coral. 

A.  As  far  as  I  can  judge,  within  a 
mile  ;  I  may  not  be  exactly  correct. 

Q.  Did  or  did  not  Lieutenant-gene- 
ral Whitelocke  make  anv  attempt  then, 
or  at  any  other  time  during  the  course 
of  the  5th,  personally  to  ascertain  the 
position  of  the  attacking  columns? 

A.  During  the  times  I  was  with  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke  he  certainly  did  not. 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  know 
wliy  the  Lieutenant-general  did  not 
make  such  an  attempt? 

A.  I  have  not. 

Q.  With  the  exception  of  the  orders 
which  you  received,  and  the  orders  given 
to  Captain  Whittingham  about  2  o'clock 
to  proceed  to  the  Plaza  del  Toros,  do 
you  know  of  any  attempts  made  by 
Lieutenant-general  Whitelocke  during 
that  day  to  communicate  with  tlie  at-- 
tackin«;  columns  ? 

A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Had  you  or  had  yeu  not  any  rea- 
son to  think,  from  the  observation  you 
made,  that  a  communication  might  have 
been  opened  with  one  or  other  of  the  at- 
tacking columns  if  a  proper  force  had 
been  sent  for  that  purpose  ? 

A.  I  had  no  opportunity  of  knowing 
accurately  the  force  the  enemy  had  in 
the  intermediate  streets  and  tops  of 
houses  but  from  the  number  which  in- 
stantly kept  firing  whenever  a  soldier 
shewed  his  head,  I  made  the  attempt 
myseif  and  found  it  impracticable. 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow. 
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TWENTY- SEVENTH  DAY. 

FRIDAY  MARCH  4. 

The  Court  being  nut  according  to  ad- 
journment, Captain  Foster  nas  again 
called  and  further  examined. 

Q.  What  escort  had  you  when  you 
penetrated  into  the  town  in  pursuance  of 
orders  ? 

A.  When  I  attempted  to  go  to  the 
right  or  to  tlie  left,  I  had  no  more  than 
six  men  with  me  at  any  time. 

Q.  Can  you  judge  from  your  failure 
of  success  in  attempting  to  penetrate 
with  an  escort  of  six  men,  whether  you 
miglit  not  have  succeeded  if  you  had 
had  five  or  six  liundred  ? 

A.  I  did  not  think  it  would  have  been 
practicable  witiiout  a  large  force :  it 
might  have  been  done  in  the  environs, 
but  through  the  town  I  siiould  have  sup- 
posed it  very  diiTicuIt. 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  know, 
that  a  communication  might  not  have 
been  opeijed  with  the  riglit  or  left  flank 
at  any  period  of  the  5th  by  a  proper 
escort  ? 

A.  At  the  time  I  made  my  second  re- 
port, I  understood  at  head  quarters  that 
Klajor  Costley  had  made  the  attempt 
and  had  failed  altogether.  I  cannot 
state  the  force  lie  had  with  him. 

Q.  Supposing  Major  Costley  had  only 
two  or  three  dragoons  with  him,  should 
you  have  considered  that  a  proper  es- 
cort for  the  purpose  ? 

A.  I  should  have  considered  one  dra- 
goon, or  myself  going  singly,  siii'ficient 
to  have  obeyed  the  order  ;  but,  in  iny 
opinion,  there  must  have  been  difficul- 
ties in  either  case. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  you  yourself 
have  made  the  attempt  to  reconnoitre 
with  six  men,  and  could  not  proceed. 
If  Major  Costley  went  wiUi  two  or  three 
dragoons  would  yon  have  thought  tiiat 
a  proper  escort  with  a  view  to  opet,  a 
communication  with  any  of  the  attack- 
ing columns  ? 

A.  If  it  is  thought  necessary  I  shall 
explain.  The  situations  were  very 
different.  Major  Costley  was  at  head 
quarters  in  the  environs  of  the  town.  I 
Y/as  a  milfc  in  the  town,  consequently  the 


difticxiity  was  greater.  Tiic  enemy  were 
skulkiniT  in  the  hedges  and  in  all  direc- 
tions, lie  could  have  communicated  by 
skirling  the  town;  I  was  obliged  to  go 
through  the  town,  but  in  either  case  I 
should  have  considered  a  few  dragoons 
insufticient. 

Cross-examined  by  General  IJ'hitdocke. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the 
service .' 

A.  Four  and  twenty  years. 

Q.  Were  you  not  lieutenant-colonel 
of  the  twenty-fourth  when  in  Egvpt  ? 

A.  ^  I  was. 

Q.  And  did  you  not  alno  serve  in  the 
active  campaign  in  the  West  In'lies. 

A.  I  served  nearly  seven  years  in  tfe 
West  Indies,  both  during  the  war  and 
otherwise,  in  the  command  of  a  ligiit 
company. 

Q.  \\  iiat  was  the  object  of  advancing 
the  ninth  iigiit  dragoons  and  carbineers 
into  the  town  .' 

A.  The  ninth  light  dragoons  and  car- 
bineers had  been  stationed  as  a  reserve. 
I  sliould  suppose  the  object  of  advanc- 
ing them  wa':  to  take  up  a  central  posi- 
tion, (ienera!  VVhiteiockedid  not  com-» 
municate  his  idea  to  me,  nor  did  fknow 
tliey  were  advanced  until  I  met  them 
returning  through  the  town. 

Q.  Did  I  never  mention  my  idea  to 
you  since  ? 

A.  You  mav  in  conversation  since, 
but  never  at  tiiat  time. 

Q.  After  ttie  failure  of  the  ninth  light 
dragoons  and  carbineers,  do  you  think 
that  any  force  I  had  in  reserve,  with  re- 
ference to  the  case  of  the  artillery  and 
tlie  prisoners  could  liave  made  their  way 
through  cue  centre  of  the  town,  and 
joined  General  Craufurd.' 

A.  It  did  not  require  going  through 
the  centre  of  the  town.  General  Crau- 
furd's  position  was  somewhat  to  the  right; 
the  sixth  and  ninth  dragoons  were  per- 
fectly efiicii-nt  in  the  situation  where 
they  were,  though  t!iey  had  been  before 
rej.ulsed.  I  don't  think  they  could  have 
penetrated  tiu'OLgh  Uie  I  wn,  but  under 
circutTistances  of  great  difticulty,  to  Gc- 
netal  Craufurd's  position. 

Q.  D'  i  you  go  into  the  town  on  the 
6th  or  7th  of  July  in  execution,  of  my 
orders  ? 
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A.  I  (lid,  both  on  the  6th  and  7th. 

Q.  What  report  did  you  make  to  me 
of  the  observations  you  had  made  on  the 
state  and  disposition  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  the  controul  General  Liniers  liad 
over  them  ? 

A.  In  the  afternoon  of  the  7lh,  a  Spa- 
nish officer  came  with  a  tiag  of  truce  to 
the  Plaza  del  Toros  about  half  past  two 
o'clock,  wiien  I  was  in  conversation  with 
GaU'Tal  Vv  liitelocke,  and  brought  a  re- 
presentation from  General  Linieis  that 
th  British  force  within  the  town  had 
fire  and  actually  shot  two  Spaniards, 
and  complaining  of  this  conduct  as  a 
breach  of  the  truce,  which,  if  per-isted 
in,  he  could  not  be  answerable  for  the 
lives  of  the  prisoners.  I  was  ordeied  to 
return  with  the  Spanish  ofticer,  taking 
with  me  an  escort  and  a  fla^  of  truce, 
with  an  assurance  to  general  Liniers 
that  the  circumstance  was  unknown  at 
bead  quarters,  and  must  have  arisen 
through  some  mistake.  On  arriving  at 
the  great  square  leading  to  the  fort,  I 
found  it  occupied  by  three  or  tour  thou- 
sand of  the  armed  rabble,  who  in  a  most 
insulting  way  refused  to  acknowledge 
the  flag,  or  allow  me  to  pass.  They  at 
the  same  time  insulted  the  escort  and 
myself,  by  spitting  at  us  and  tiring  over 
our  heads  as  it  were  to  intimidate  us. 
We  were  in  this  manner  detained  nearly 
half  an  hour,  when  two  Spanish  officers 
mounted,  with  some  dragoons,  came  and 
conducted  me  to  the  barrier  ot  the  fort, 
which  on  being  opened  the  rabljle  forced 
their  way  belore  me,  and  it  was  with 
some  diflicuUv  I  was  conducted  to  the 
room  where  General  Liniers  was.  The 
avenues  were  crouded  bv  tl.e  rabble  who 
were  calling  out  for  Siunora  Pack, 
meaning  Colonel  Pack.  General  Li- 
niers was  at  this  time  talking  with  some 
of  the  rabble  who  had  forced  their  way 
into  the  roon),  where  there  were  a  num- 
ber of  British  ofiicers,  and  he  at  that  mo- 
ment seized  one  of  the  most  turbulent  of 
the  rabble  by  the  neck  and  threaleued 
him.  I  delivered  to  General  Liniers 
the  orders  1  had  rtceived  fronr  General 
Whittlucke,  which  he  apparently  ex- 
plained to  the  mob  who  had  broken  into 
the  room,  ar.d  who  seemed  in  some 
mea  ure  tranquiiized  by  it.  There 
were  at  that  time  two  or  three  priests 
standing  about  Coloncd  Pack's  chair,  I 


supposed  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
liim  :  the  party  had  been  dining  and  the 
cloth  not  yet  removed.  I  asked  for  a 
Spanish  escort,  which  had  now  become 
ab^o'utely  necessary  witli  my  own,  and 
obtained  it.  On  re-entering  the  court 
yard  going  into  the  great  square,  I  found 
the  violence  of  the  mob  apparently  very 
much  increased  :  they  insulted  us  in  the 
same  manner,  and  I  was  detained  more 
than  an  hour,  during  whicli  I  thought 
we  sliould  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  their 
rage,  and  it  was  not  without  the  greatest 
exertions  of  the  Spanish  escort,  that  we 
were  allowed  to  go  forward.  It  was  dark 
before  I  reached  iiead  cpiarters,  when  I 
made  this  rejjort  nearly  in  the  same 
words  I  have  now  repeated. 

Q.  Was  the  treaty  signed  at  that 
time  ? 

A.  The  definitive  treaty  did  not 
reach  liead  quarters  until  after  eight 
o'clock  tliat  night — it  had  not  been 
signed  at  that  time. 

Q.  Hov/  long  was  it  after  you  return- 
ed from  Buenos  Ayres  to  headquarters, 
before  the  definitive  treaty  was  signed  ? 

A.  I  did  not  make  my  report  until 
dark,  and  tlie  delinitive  treaty  was  not 
tlien  signed. 

Q.  Was  the  definitive  treaty  signed 
that  evening  or  not.' 

A.  I  cannot  speak  to  a  certainty,  but 
I  believe  it  was. 

Q.  After  your  return  from  the  town, 
did  any  Spanish  officer  come  to  head 
quarters  that  evening  ? 

A.  I  don't  know.  Colonel  Pack  came, 
but  I  do  not  recollect  any  other. 

Q.  You  have  stated  that  in  the  af- 
ternoon of  the  3th,  yon  met  the  carbi- 
neers and  the  9th  light  dragoons  retiring. 
Do  you  know  what  proportion  of  the 
9th  dragoons  were  engaged  in  that  ser- 
vice ? 

A.  I  believe  one  squadron.  After 
making  my  first  report  at  head  quarters, 
I  found  tlie  whole  of  that  regiment  in  that 
position. 

Examined  hij  the  Court. 
Q.  Did  you  when  you  went  into  the 
town  in  the  evening  of  the  5th  observe  if 
the  British  colours  had  been  taken  down 
from  the  Convent  of  St.  Domingo  ;  and 
if  so,  did  you  report  that  circumstance  tQ 
Lieutejiant-general  Whitelocke  \ 
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A.  I  never  saw  any  colours  in  the 
Convent  of  St.  Domingo.  The  only 
colours  1  saw  were  the  King's  colours  of 
a  regiment  Hying  at  the  Kesidencia,  and 
they  continued  Hying  as  long  as  I  could 
see  that  evening. 

Q.  Your  former  answer  was  that  you 
saw  our  men  on  the  top  of  the  centre 
buildings  .' 

A.  I  did  so.  I  saw  rifle-men  acting 
on  the  steeple. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  in  the  evening  ? 

A.  I  did  not.  A  thick  haze  came 
ofi'  the  river  which  made  it  difficult  to 
see  ? 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  thefirin^  of  cannon 
on  the  dismounted  dragoons  was  from 
the  fort  ? 

A.  There  was  no  firing  of  cannon  on  the 
dragoons  when  I  was  with  them.  The 
enemy  had  brought  out  a  field  piece,  but 
the  tire  was  very  ineffectual. 

Q.  Are  you  of  opinion  or  not,  tliat 
I  Lieutenant-general  Whitelocke  had  the 
means  in  his  power  to  open  a  commu- 
nication with  Brigadier-general  Crau- 
furd  in  the  course  of  the  3th,  if  he  had 
e.xerted  himself  for  that  purpose  ?  You 
are  not  to  apply  your  answer  to  any  at- 
tempt that  could  be  made  through  tlie 
town,  but  in  any  other  way  ? 

A.  I  am  not  aware  that  General 
Whitelocke  knew  the  position  of  Gene- 
ral Craufurd.  Without  General  White- 
locke's  whole  force  it  would  have  been 
difficult,  and  though  I  think  he  might 
with  his  whole  force  have  penetrated  to 
the  position,  it  must  have  been  attended 
with  great  difficulty  and  loss.  This,  how- 
ever, is  mere  matter  of  opinfon. 

Question  by  General  Whitelocke  hj  per- 
mission ofthe  Court. 

Q.  When  you  reported  the  house 
from  which  you  had  a  view  ofthe  town, 
did  Lieutenant-general  Whitelocke  ex- 
press any  inclination  to  go  to  that  place  .'' 

A.  On  my  making  my  report  to  Ge- 
neral Wliitelotkehe  did  not  express  any 
inclination  to  go  thither.  My  reconnois- 
ance  was  not  confine;;  to  one  house  only, 
but  referred  to  many. 

Q.  Bij  the  Judge  Jdtocate. — Had 
you  any  means  of  knowing  whether  the 
enemy  were  in  any  force  between  liead 
quarters  and  the  Residcncia  «n  thes:k.irts 
of  the  town  ? 


A.  I  had  no  means  of  knowing  what 
force  the  enemy  had  farther  than  the 
straggling  iire  tiiat  was  kept  up  during 
the  whole  ofthe  morning. 

Q.  How  then  can  you  tell  that  a  co- 
operation with  Brigadier-general  Crau- 
furd  would  have  been  difficult  by  march- 
ing along  the  skirts  of  the  town  to  the 
Resideiicia .' 

A.  Some  parts  ofthe  town  must  have 
been  passed  through,  and  the  enemy 
were  prepared  in  all  quarters.  I  have 
already  s;'.id  that  it  might  have  been  done 
witli  dillicuity  ;  the  enemy  were  so  well 
prepared  in  all  points  on  the  tops  of 
houses,  &c.  to  the  right  and  left. 

Q.  13id  you  or  any  of  the  aide-de- 
camps of  General  W'hitelorke  receive 
any  order  to  penetrate  at  ail  risques  to 
tlie  column  under  Brigadier- general 
Craufurd,  or  any  of  the  other  columns  ou 
the  right  i" 

A.  I  know  of  no  orders  to  that.etTect. 

Captain  iriiittingham  further  txuntined. 

The  Judge  Advocate  intimated  to  the 
Court,  that  as  the  witness  was  prevented 
by  indisposition  from  attending  yester- 
day, he  had  examined  Colonel  Torrens 
to  the  substance  of  the  report  which  was 
made  by  Captain  AVhittingham  in  his 
presence;  but  he  iiad  not  been  able  to 
state  the  whole  with  accuracy.  He 
therefore  thought  it  would  save  the  time 
of  the  court  by  now  reading  over  tiiat 
part  of  Colonel  Torrens's  evidence;  and 
siiould  there  be  any  omission.  Captain 
Whittinghain  would  have  the  opportu- 
nity to  amend  and  correct  it. 

The  minutes  of  the  evidence  bv  Ccv- 
lonel  I'orrens  were  tlien  read. 

Captain-  ly'ldttingham. — I  have  ro- 
thing  to  add.  We  marched  from  tln' 
Coral  at  half  past  two  o'clock.  \  arrived 
at  the  Residencia  at  four  o'clock,  and  re- 
turned directly. 

Q.  Had  you  any  and  wliat  conversa- 
tion with  Lieutenant-general  White- 
locke on  your  return,  on  the  subject  of 
liis  goina:  to  the  Flaza  del  Tonos  tiiat 
evening  ? 

A.  1  communii-ated  to  him  that  it  wa?; 
Sir  Samuel  Auclimuty's  desire  that  lie 
would  go  to  the  Plaza  del  'I'oioi,  but  [ 
had  no  further  conversation  will;  Lieu- 
tenant-general Whilel'icke  on  the  sub- 
ject. 
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Q.  Did  you  give  any  opinion  of  your 
own  to  General  NVhitelocke  as  to  its  be- 
ing practicabk'  or  safe  ? 

A.  I  did  not.  As  I  had  returned  with 
the  dragoons  alone,  I  thought  there  was 
no  question  about  that. 

Q.  State  the  orders  you  received  to 
<.ii(jen  a  conmiunic^tion  with  tiie  riglit 
liank,  and  what  you  did  in  consequence 
of  those  order,  the  strengtli  of  the 
escort  you  took  with  you,  the  time  it 
took  to"  perform  that  service,  and  the 
difficulties  of  any  kind  which  30U  met 
ukli  in  the  performance  ? 

A.  On  the  morning  of  the  f)th,  soon 
after  day  break,  about  half  past  six 
o'clock,  I  marclied  from  Mr.  White's 
house,  with  10  dragoons  and  50  infantry. 
My  orders  were  to  find  out  Colonel 
Mahon,  and  desire  him  to  advance  to 
the  Miserare  without  loss  of  time.  I 
was  tlien  to  proceed  to  the  F.esidencia, 
and  afterv/ards  to  whatever  position  the 
army  niigiit  occupy.  I  arrived  at  Colo- 
nel Mahon's  out-posts,  and  was  conduct- 
ed to  his  head  cjuarters  near  the  bridge, 
where  I  communicated  to  him  General 
^^'hite!ocke's  orders ;  and  leaving  with 
him  30  infantry  who  had  accompanied 
me,  I  received  100  of  the  40tli.  About 
one  o'clock  1  reached  the  Residencia, 
where  I  found  seven  companies  of  the 
47th,  under  the  command  of  Majors 
'j  oliy  and  Nicholls,  and  I  there  learned, 
that  on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  an  Eng- 
li-li  iiag  had  been  seen  flying  in  a  nor- 
therly direction  about  the  distance  of 
ISOO''  yards;  that  Colonel  Gunrd  had 
advanced  in  that  direction,  with  the 
grenadiers  of  the  45th,  arid  had  not  re- 
turned; and  that  the  ilag  had  been 
^truck  between  three  and  four  o'clock 
the  same  da  v.  \Vlii!e  I  was  at  the  Re- 
sidencia, the  enemy  endeavoured  to 
bring  caivion  agairist  the  Convent,  but 
Major  Nicholls  charged  them  and  took 
tvo  howitzers.  Majors  Tolly  and  Ni- 
cholls having  givey  it  as  their  opinion, 
all  circiimslances  considered,  that  it 
would  be  in  vain  for  me  to  attempt  to 
penetrate  in  searcli  of  General  Crau- 
furd,  I  at  four  o'clock  began  my  vetreat, 
and  at  hah  past  six  arrived  at  the  Mise- 
rare, wliicli  1  found  occupied  by  Colonel 
Mahon's  brigade.  I  repeated  to  Colo- 
Del  Mahon  the  strength  of  the  Residen- 
cia, and  the  able  manuer  in  which  that 


position  had  been  occupied  by  Maj«r5 
Tolly  and  Nicholls  ;  the  provisions  they, 
had  found  in  the  convent  and  the  ad- 
jacent houses  ;  the  ease  with  which  a 
eommunication  could  be  opened  with 
the  navy  ;  the  two  guns  and  howitzers 
that  had  been  taken  ;  the  want  they  had 
expressed  of  an  artillery  ofiicer  ;  the  ad- 
vantage they  would  derive  from  his  as- 
sistance, and  also  of  a  reinforcement. 
Colonel  Mahon  immediately  replied, 
that  next  morning  at  day  light,  a  rehi- 
forcement  of  300  men,  and  an  artillery 
officer  should  be  si'Ut. 

Q.  Did  YOU  or  did  you  not  offer  to. 
Majors  1  oliy  and  Nicholls  at  the  Resi- 
dencia, the  infantry  you  had  brought 
with  you,  and  attempt  your  retreat  with 
the  10  dragoons,  tlie  only  remaining  part 
c.your  escort  ? 

A.  I  did. 

Q.  At  the  time  you  made  this  recon- 
noissance  had  all  operations  against  the 
town  by  attacking  the  columns  ceased? 

A.  I  cannot  positively  answer  that 
question.  I  left  the  Miserare  at  day- 
light, and  it  was  not  possible  for  me  to 
know. 

Q.  Describe  to  the  Court  what  ob- 
stacles you  biet  with  from  the  enemy  or 
otherwise  in  performing  this  service  ;  and 
your  line  of  march  both  in  going  from 
and  returning  to  the  Residencia;  the 
distance  from  Mr.  White's  house  to  the 
bridge ;  from  thence  to  the  Residencia, 
and  from  the  Residencia  to  head  quar- 
ters. 

A.  Generally  the  houses  were  occu- 
pied by  armed  men,  and  in  the  road 
were  some  loose  parties  of  horsemen; 
but  no  obstacles  of  anv  coiisecpience  op- 
posed us.  I  employed  the  infantry  as 
iiankers,  and  the  dragoons  were  quite 
suflicienl  to  clear  the  roads.  From  Mr. 
^^'hite's  house  to  the  bridge  was  between 
five  and  six  miles;  from  the  bridge  to 
the  Residencia  rather  more  than  two 
miles,  and  from  the  Residencia  to  Mr. 
White's  house  about  four  miles. 

Q.  From  the  observations  you  made 
in  performing  this  service,  is  it  or  is  it 
not  )  our  opinion  that  a  communication 
might  liave  been  opened  with  the  Resi- 
dencia from  head  (quarters  on  the  5th? 

A.  I  think  it  might  have  been  open- 
ed ;  because  at  the  time  I  went  the 
enemy's    force    was    more    disposable 
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in  after  the  surrender  of  tlie  light  bri- 
.,,.iie. 

(J.  Did  Lieutenant-general  White- 
locke  make  any,  and  what  attempt  per- 
sv.iallyor  otherwise,  to  co-ope  rate  with 
uiid  support  tUe  different  colums  of  his 
;iriny  engaged  in  the  'attack  of  the  jth 
July",  v.'ith  the  exception  of  the  two  or- 
der's to  which  your  eviden-^e  has  applied. 
A.  I  understood  that  Major  Costley 
I  \(i  been  ordered  to  the  right. 

Q.  I?!  that  the  only  attempt  that  you 
know  Oi'  ? 

A.  It  is.  Captain  Foster  was  sent 
down  the  centre;  but,  except  then,  I 
know  of  no  other  atle;npt  after  tlie  re- 
treat of  the  6th  dragoon  guards,  and  the 
9t;i  hght  dragoons. 

Q.  If  Major  Costley  had  been  sent  to 
the  centre,  with  only  two  or  three  dra- 
LToons,  should  you  have  thought  that  a 
proper  escort  to  open  any  communica- 
;i<in  with  the  attacking  columns  ? 

A.  I  should  think  not:  It  was  impos- 
sible for  dragoons  to  act  in  that  inclos- 
ed country,  without  having  some  infantry 
to  act  as  flankers, 

Cross-examined  hij  Lieutenant-general 
Ifliitelocke. 

Q.  When  did  you  receive  orders  to  go 
to  the  right  on  the  night  oi  the  5th  ? 

A.  I  received  my  orders  on  the  even- 
ing ofthe  Jth.  Between  twelve  and  one 
o'clock  at  night  General  ^^'hitelocke 
came  to  me  and  desired  I  would  make 
myself  particularly  master  of  the  distan- 
ces and  bearings  ofthe  rout  I  was  to  take 
the  next  morning.  He  also  desired  I 
would  send  for  an  intelligent  person  who 
was  then  in  the  house,  and  question  him 
minutely  on  the  subject. 

Q.  What  reason  did  Major  Nicholis 
assign  for  not  permitting  you  to  leave 
vour  100  men,  after  having  expressed 
his  wish  for  a  reinforcement  ? 

A.  Major  Nicholis  felt  so  much  con- 
fidence in  his  position,  that  he  was  not 
very  anxious  for  a  reinforcement,  and 
said  it  would  be  of  more  consequence  to 
ensure  my  return  to  head  quarters  with 
my  report. 

Examined  by  the  Court. 

Q.  Did  you  return  from  the  Residen- 


cia  by   a  different  rout  from  that  you 
marched  from  tiie  bridge  ? 

A  I  did;  night  was  coming  on,  and 
mv  party  was  much  strongi-r  ;  therefore 
I  returned  by  a  shorter  road  nearer  to 
the  town. 

Q.  When  General  Whitelorke  de- 
sired you  to  make  yourself  acquainted 
with  tiie  bearings  and  distances  of  the 
rout  you  were  to  take  on  the  morning  of 
the  "6ti\,  did  he  himself  communicate 
aus  information  on  the  subject? 

A.  Tiv;  pr  rson  I  sent  for  was  excin'red 
before  Lieiitnant-gen^'yl  Whiteloc'  -j, 
anil  was  penectly  acquainted  with  the 
country. 

Q.  Did  you  know  of  any  greater  dif- 
ficulty in  proceeding  to  the  r^ght  flank, 
than  you  had  met  with  in  going  to  the 
left  oil  tiie  5th  ? 

A.  There  were  more  mounted  men 
on  the  right,  but  the  opposition  they  of- 
fered was  not  wortii  mentioning. 

Lieutenant -colonel  Bourke  further  ex- 
amined. 

Q.  Were  you  with  Lieutenant-gene- 
ral Whitelocke  during  the  5th  of  July. 
A.  I  was. 

Q.  Will  you  state  to  the  Court  any 
military  circumstances  exhibited  with 
the  charges  connected  against  General 
Whitelocke,  which  occurred  from  the 
morning  of  the  5th,  to  the  conclusion  of 
the  treaty  :  including  in  that  statement, 
all  the  operations  ofthe  army,  the  means 
used,  and  the  personal  exertions  of  the 
Commander-in-chief  to  co-operate  with 
and  support  the  different  coknnns  in  the 
attack  upon  the  town,  the  orders  given 
for  that  purpose,  and  the  movements 
and  station  of  the  reserve  or  other  divi- 
sions of  the  army,  not  immediately  en- 
gaged in  the  attack. 

A.  Soon  after  the  signal  guns  had 
been  fired,  on  the  morning  ofthe  5th,  I 
stated  to  the  Commander  of  the  forces, 
that  the  dilferent  columns  had  all  march- 
ed otf,  and  that  the  carbineers  and  Qtli 
light  dragoons,  were  stationed  '\i\  two 
streets  allotted  to  them  in  general  orders. 
And  I  stated,  that  soon  alter  that,  I  per- 
ceived the  gun-boats  a^  I  supposed, 
moving  up  to  cover  the  3Sth  regiment. 
About  ten  o'clock  in  the  day,  I  saw  the 
carbineers  and  the  9th  light  dragoons, 
Y 
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returning  from  the  unsuccessful  attempt 
tliey  had  made  in  the  centre  street ;  they 
were  halted  about  tive  hundred  yards  in 
front  of  the  ground  from  which  they  had 
originally    started,    and    I  believe   the 
whole  number  stationed  at  that  place 
was  about  six  hundred.      There    were 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  more  of  the 
9tli  light  dragoons  stationed  at  the  Coral 
de  Miserare,  where  the  Commander  of 
the  forces  himself  was.     About  half  past 
two  o'clock,   I  was  present  when   the 
Commander  of  the  forces  si^nt  Captain 
"Whittingham  to  the  left.     I  do  not  re- 
collect an  V  other  circumstances  occurring 
on  that  day,  which  I  could  give  in  an- 
swer to  this  question.     I  think  about  one 
or  two  u  clock  on  the  morning  of  tlie 
6th,   the  General  desired   me  to  write 
some  orders,  which    he  dictated,    and 
which  were  given  to  Captain  Whitting- 
ham,  who  was  sent  off  at  day-break  on 
that  morning.     About  ten  o'clock  the 
same  day,  the  General  moved  to  the 
Plaza  del  Toros,  with  a  small  escort  of 
dismounted  dragoons,  and    I  think  with 
two  six-pounders,  and  some  few  mount- 
ed cavalry.    Nothing  particular  occurred 
upon  this  march.     I  understood  from  a 
conversation  I  had  with  the  General  be- 
fore the  march,  that  his  intention  was  to 
keep  his  left  on  the  Plaza  del  Toros,  and 
to  draw  close  all  his  remaining  forces  to- 
wards that  point.     I  do  not  remember 
any  particular  military  occurrence  at  the 
Plaza  del  Toros,  during  the  four  days  I 
remained  there.     I  sailed  for  England  on 
the  10th  of  July.     I  should  perhaps  have 
observed,  that  on  the  morning  of  the  8lh 
I  settled  the  line  of  demarkation  of  the 
advance  posts  of  the  two  armies,  with  a 
staff  ofiicer  sent  out  by  the  Spaniards  for 
that  purpose. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  personal  ex- 
ertions made  by  General  uhitelocke, 
during  the  5th,  or  of  any  other  attempts 
than  those  you  have  described,  to  co- 
operate with,  and, support  the  different 
columns  of  hi?  .i'"'riy,  who  by  his  orders 
had  entered  th    town  on  that  day  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  exertion 
made  by  General  Whitelockeiii  his  own 
person.  I  believe  he  sent  General 
Gower's  Brigade-major  witii  a  message 
to  the  right,  and  I  perceived  he  sent 
Captain  Foster  frequently  into  the  tovm 
of  Buenos  Ay  res  ;  but  I  was  not  preseut 
,,  -wheu  he  gave  thdryrders  to  either,. 


Q.  Do  you  know  why  I^ieutenant- 
general  Whitelocke  used  no  personal 
exertions  or  means,  other  than  you  have 
described  for  the  purposes  stated  in  the 
lastquestiMU  ? 
A.   I  do  not. 

Q.  If  proper  means  had  been  adopted 
for  uniting  tlie  corps  under  Colonel  Ma- 
hon  to  those  at  head-quarters,  would  it 
not  have  been  in  the  power  of  General 
Whitelocke  to  have  forced  his  way  into 
the  town,  and  joined  tlie  British  forces  ; 
or  would  it  not  have  been  in  his  power 
to  have  forced  his  way  with  these  corps 
to  the  Residencia,  on  the  morning  of  the 
6th  ?  And  would  not  such  exertion  on 
his  part  have  been  the  best  means  of  ren- 
dering assistance  to  the  attacking  co- 
lunms,  and  to  have  restored  the  fortune^ 
of  the  day. 

A.  I  believe  if  proper  means  had  beeii 
adopted,  there  would  have  been  no 
great  dilliculty  in  uniting  the  corps  under 
Colonel  Mahon,  with  tliat  near  head- 
quarters on  the  4tli,  or  early  in  the 
morning  of  the  5th.  What  effect  an  at- 
tack from  that  corps  might  have  pro- 
duced, is  more  than  I  can  presume  to 
say,  never  having  seen  the  defences  of 
the  enemy.  I  believe  there  would  have 
been  no  difficulty  on  the  morning  of  the 
6th,  even  with  a  much  smaller  force,  to 
have  communicated  with  the  Residencla. 
Q.  Would  not  the  bringing  of  Colonel 
Mahon's  corps  into  such  a  position  as  that 
it  could  liave  co-operated  with  one  or 
other  of  the  attacking  columns,  have  af- 
forded a  better  chance  of  success  to  the 
attack  ? 

A.  Certainly  it  would. 
Q.  Wete  you  ever  consulted  upon  the 
treaty  ? 

A.  I  was  shewn  the  first  letter  sent  by 
General  Liniers  on  the  morning  of  the 
6th  of  July :  the  Commander  of  the 
forces  asked  my  upinion  of  it  in  presence 
of  General  Gower,  and  1  told  him  I 
thought  he  ought  to  refuse  the  summons, 
and  repealed  to  liini  the  situation  of  the 
remainder  of  the  force  to  tlic  left.  Ge- 
neral Gower  observed  that  he  was  of 
the  same  opinion,  and  tiiat  an  answer  to 
that  effect  was  going  to  be  sent  off: 
which  answer,  witli  some  few  trifling  aU 
terations,  was  sent.  I  was  no  further 
consulted  by  General  W^hitelocke  on  the 
subject  of  the  treaty. 
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Q.  Did  you  give  any  opinion  to  Ge- 
neral ^^'hit(.'locke  upon' that  subject  ? 

A.  Notliing  further  than  that  1  have 
•tated,  until  subsequently  on  his  return 
to  Monte  \'ideo. 

Cross-examined  by  General  IVhitclocke. 

Q.  Were  there  not  mount«'d  troops  of 
the  enenjy  on  our  flank  and  rear  during 
the  whole' of  the  5th  of  July  ? 

A.  There  were,  in  considerable  num- 
bers. 

Q.  What  force  had  I  at  the  Coral 
iviththe  artillery  on  the  5th,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  guns  and  the  sick  and 
wounded  ? 

A.  Exclusive  of  the  600  which  I  have 
staled  to  have  been  in  the  centre  streets, 
tliere  were  about  320,  in  which  I  include 
S3  dismounted  dragoons,  attached  to 
the  Commissary-general. 

Q.  How  we're  the  men  attached  to 
the  Commissary-general  armed? 
A.  I  think  with  carbines  only. 
Q.  Did  you  hear  either  before  or  on 
the  5th  of  July,  any  tloubts  expressed  by 
any  of  the  omcers  as  to  the  success  of 
the  attack,  and  what  was  the  fate  of  Ge- 
neral Craufurd's  brigade  at  the  close  of 
the  attack  ? 

A.  I  never  heard  any  doubt  whatever 
expressed  of  the  success  of  the  attack,and 
I  remember  a  little  before  sun-set  on  the 
evening  of  the  5th,  the  General  expre>s- 
ing  some  anxiety  to  his  General  Officers 
as  to  the  fate  ot  General  Craufurd's  bri- 
gade, he  told  me  he  had  a  great  depend- 
ence on  the  skill  of  General  Craufurd, 
and  that  he  hoped  he  should  soon  hear  of 
his  being  well  posted, 

Q.  Did  you  particularly  examine  the 
ground  we  occupied  at  the  Plaza  del 
Toros  ?  State  what  command  it  had  over 
the  city  of  B*ienos  Ayres  ? 

A.  I  examined  that  ground  very  care- 
fully. The  Plaza  del  Toros  was  situated 
on  the  side  of  a  ravine,  and  great  part  of 
the  town  was  on  the  other  side.  The 
side  of  the  Plaza  was  the  steepest  of  the 
two,  atid  frouT  that  circumstance  it  com- 
manded the  distance  of  about  five  or  six 
hundred  yards  to  the  opposite  side,  and 
at  the  distance  of  eight  hundred  yards  on 
the  other  side.  It  possessed  no  other 
advantage  whatsoever. 

Q,.    From   your   knowledge   of    the 


ground  in  the  environs  of  Buenos  Ayres, 
could  you  have  so  occupi  d  the  ground 
even  witii  Uie  whole  force,  as  to  cut  olT 
supplies  from  the  town  before  the  5th  of 
July  ? 

A.  I  should  conceive  from  the  great 
extent  which  it  would  be  necessary  to 
guard,  probably  not  less  than  five  miles  ; 
from  there  being  at  least  thirty  rojids 
within  that  distance,  leading  from  the 
country  into  the  town  ;  from  the  gar- 
rison of  the  town  being  on  the  smallest 
computation,  more  than  double  the 
number  of  the  assailants,  and  from  the 
circumstance  of  the  enemy  having  a 
large  body  of  regular  cavalry  constantly 
harassing  the  rear,  tiiat  such  a  blockade 
could  hardly  be  successful.  It  is  also  ne- 
cessary to  state  that,  at  the  season  of  the 
year  we  appeared  before  Buenos  Ayrts, 
all  the  towns  in  that  province  are  gene- 
rally filled  with  grain  ;  it  being  tlie  cus- 
tom to  bring  it  in  from  the  country  be- 
fore the  rains  set  in,  and  the  roads  are 
broken  up.  We  had  likewise  been  in- 
formed before  we  left  Monte  Video,  that 
the  enemy  was  establishing  magazines 
of  provisions  iu  the  town. 

Jte'examined  by  the  Judge  Advocate. 

Q.  Were  the  mounted  troops  referred 
to  in  the  answer  to  General  Whitelocke's 
first  question,  and  the  three  hundred 
which  Lieutenant-colonel  Torrens  and 
Captain  Whittingham  dispersed  on  the 
5th,  all  of  the  same  description? 

A.   I  believe  they  all  were. 

Q.  Is  it  or  is  it  not  your  opinion,  that 
it  would  have  been  practicable  to  batter 
and  bombard  the  town  with  effect,  by  a 
combined  attack  by  sea  and  land,  on  or 
after  the  5tli  of  July  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  would  have  been  prac- 
ticable to  have  destroyed  a  number. of 
bouses,  bijt  not  to  set  the  town  on  Jire. 

Exainined  by  the  Court, 

Q.  Were  you  near  Lieutenant-gene- 
ral Whitelocke  on  the  .5th  of  July,  and 
were  you  acquainted  with  the  orders  tor 
the  attack  on  Buenos  Ayres  on  that  day  ? 

A.  I  was  near  General  Whitelocke 
the  whole  of  that  day,  but  only  a  short 
time  in  conversation  with  him.  I  wss 
acquainted  with  the  orders. 
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Q.  Did  the  orders  direct  the  cohimiis 
to  penetrate  down  to  the  river  and  (o  the 
fort,  and  there  to  occupy  the  nearest 
buildings,  and  waU  for  fuitner  orders  ? 

A.  Tlie  orders  did  not  express  that 
they  were  then  to  wa.t  for  further  orders; 
but  it  must  have  been  so  understood. 

Q.  Did  you  soon  perceive  that  the 
cominunication  bc;tween  General  White- 
locke  and  those  corps,  was  intercepted 
by  parties  of  the  enemy  ? 

A.  in  L■i^  than  haii  an  hour  after  the 
troops  marched  off. 

Q.  Did  it  strike  you  as  important  in 
any  part  of  that  day,  that  Gen -!-4 
Waite'tocke  should  liave  put  hunspif  at 
the  head  of  the  staff  and  his  remaining 
troops,  a"d  at  all  risques  to  form  a  junc- 
tion with  the  army,  that  iie  might  ascer- 
tain tht-  fffect  of  the  attack,  concur  m 
their  eiloits,  and  share  in  iheir  tate  ? 

A.  As  early  as  eiglit  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  when  I  found  the  hre  continued 
very  heavy  in  the  town,  and  that  we  re- 
ceived no  intelligence  from  the  Briga- 
diers commanding,  1  thought  there  was 
a  necessity  for  communicating  with  them, 
and  that  necessity  increased  as  the  day 
advanced  ;  and  ifit  could  have  been  ob- 
tained, it  was  in  no  other  way  than  by 
the  General  placing  himself  at  the  head 
of  his  troops,  which  in  my  opinion  ought 
to  have  been  attempted. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  such  ne- 
cessity ever  struck  the  Lieutenant-gen. 
or  whether  it  was  pointed  out  to  him  ? 

A.  I  cannot  say  whether  it  ever  struck 
him  or  not,  but  it  was  not  pointed  out  to 
him  in  my  presence, 

Q.  You  were  near  the  person  of  Gen. 
Whitelocke  :  can  you  then  state  in  your 
opinion  the  cause  which  induced  him  to 
remain  stationary  in  the  rear,  in-lead  of 
forcing  his  way  to  his  army,  and  sharing 
their  fa.e? 

A.  Although  I  was  never  far  from  the 
General  cairing  that  day  for  any  consi- 
derable time,  yet  1  had  so  little  conver- 
sation or  cominuiiication  with  huw,  that 
i  cannot  attempt  to  assign  any  grounds 
for  his  conduct. 

It  being  nniv  near  three  o'clock,  the 
Prcsidtnt  rose,  and  addressed  the 
Court  asfoLoivs : 

^.'  It  is  now  three  o'clock,  and    the 


Court  is  adjourned  ;  but  as  to-jnofro.w 

i^  appointed  'or  the  mtermenl  of  ''^e 
rema.ii.  ot  our  late  di-tinyuisued  and 
lamented  men^ber,  Lord  Lake,  an.i  as  a 
mark  of  respt-ct  to  the  memor;  of  that 
illustrious  and  great  character,  who  v.  as 
a  fellow  labourer  with  our-elves,  and 
who,  as  the  poet  expresses  it,  united 
*'  the  gentlest  manners  with  the  braveiit 
hea.t,"  [  should  propo.-e,  that  the  Court 
do  meet  in  mourning.  Sat'shed  toat 
there  will  not  be  iae  •.7I  -'nr  dissent'ent 
voice  to  thi.-  proposition,  the  Court  is 
ailjotiriiefl  until  to-morrow  at  ten  o'clock 
precisely." 


TWENTY-EIGHTH  DAY, 

SATUKDAY,  MARCH  5. 

The  Court  being  met  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment, in  m;htary  mourning,  ac- 
cording to  the  resolutions  of  the  pre- 
ceding day,  the  deputy  read  a  letter 
from  the  Judge  Aivocate,  stating,  that 
he  was  conhned  to  his  bed  by  a  sudden 
and  severe  hidisposition,  and  lament- 
ing the  necessity  he  was  under  of  re- 
questing tiie  Court  to  postpone  the 
proceedings  of  that  day. 

The  Court   was  in  consequence  ad- 
journed until  Monday  morning. 


TWENTY-NINTH  DAY, 

MONDAY,  MARCH    7. 

The  Court  being  met  pursuant  to  ad- 
journment. Lieutenant-colonel  Bouike 
was  again  called,  and  turther  exa- 
mined. 

Judge  Advocate. —  I  understand 
from  Colonel  Bourke,  that  he  wishes  t& 
correct  paitof  his  evidence  of  the  former 
day. 

'Colonel  Bourke. —  In  that  part  of 
my  direct  examination,  when  1  was  asked 
whether  if  proper  measures  had  been 
adopted  for  uniting  the  force  under  Co- 
lojiel  MahoH;,  and  if  the  GeneraF  had 
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forced  his  way  into  \\\v  town,  would  such 
exertions  on  his  [)art  have  been  the  best 
means  ut  i  encieriiig  assistance  lo  the  at-' 
taclviiig  columns,  and  restoring  the  for- 
tunes ui  the  (hi^  ?  1  have  ans\verecl  that 
I  could  not  presume  to  say  what  cii'ect 
an  attaik  '.roin  tn  jse  corps  niigiit  have 
had,  never  having  seen  the  deieii'jes  of 
the  eiieiny.  1  beg  leave  to  state,  that 
as  1  then  understjud  the  question,  it  was, 
that  if  l^ieutenanfe^gonerai  Whitelocke's 
object  had  been  merely  to  open  a  com- 
niunication?  1  now  wisn  to  add,  that  in 
my  opinion,  a  coii.munication  might  have 
been  opened  at  any  time  on  tne  3th, 
yyith  any  of  ihe  iroops;  and  I  have  fur- 
ther to  state  in  reply,  tiiat  by  means  of 
the  united  lorces  of'Colonel  A'lahon  and 
the  receive  at  the  Coral,  a  communica- 
tion might  have  been  efftcti  d  with  the 
British  troops  in  the  town,  and  that  a  co- 
pperat  on  ol  that  torce  would  have  ^f- 
fordt-d  the  best  mean>  of  success. 

Q  Had  General  Wliitelocke,  when 
at  v\  iiite's  house,  concentrated  nis  forces, 
might  not.  he  have  occupied  the  rorfds 
between  the  Chueio  and  the  Recolita  so 
as  to  hive  cut  o.f  suoplies  ot  provisions 
from  b^ing  b. ought  lo  Buenos  /lyres  in 
that  diret  tior.  ? 

A.  I  believe  the  distance  between  the 
nearest  part  o.  the  Churlo  and  the  con- 
vent ot  t\v^  Recolita  was  at  least  seven 
miles;  and  I  !o  not  conceive  that  with 
bis  whole  torce  ot  7500  men  it  wou.d 
have  been  possible  to  have  closely 
guarded  such  an  extent;  nor  do  I  think 
it  would  have  been  possible  to  have  so 
broken  U|)  the  roads  as  ellectually  to  in- 
tercept supplies. 

l^ieutenunt-colonel  Bradford  further  ex- 
amined. 

Q.  Were  you  with  Lieutenant-general 
Whitelo  ke  during  the  jth  of  July  ? 

A.   1  was. 

Q.  State  to  the  Court  any  material 
circumstance  connected  with  the  charges 
against  Lieutenant-general  \\'hitelocke, 
which  occurred  from  the  morning  of  the 
5th  to  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  ;  in- 
cluding in  that  statement  all  the  opera- 
tions of  the  army,  the  means  used,  and 
the  personal  exertions  of  the  Commander 
in  chief  toco-operate  with,  and  support, 
tUe  different  columns   engaged  in  the 


attack  on  the  town  ;  the  orders  given  for 
that  purpose,  and  the  movement  and 
station  of  the  reserve,  or  oilier  divisions 
of  the  arm  v  not  immediately  engaged  in 
the  attack  ?" 

A.  On  the  morning  of  the  5th  I  ac- 
companied Gen^-'ral  Whitelocke  to  the 
Coral.  The  troops  had  advanced  ac- 
cording to  orders,  immediately  on  the 
cannonade,  about  halt  past  six  o'clock, 
and  at  the  commencement  of  which  I 
was  directed  by  General  vVhitelotkc  to 
go  to  the  right,  to  see  whether  liie  troops 
wanted  any  assistance  to  direct  them  into 
the  roads  leading  to  the  different  streets. 
The  two  regime.Tls  on  the  right  were  the 
45th  and  6th  dragoon  guards.  'Die  45tU 
had  quitted  the  Coral,  and  advanced  to- 
wards the  town  ;  the  6th  drat^oon  guards 
having  mistaken  their  way,  1  pointed 
out  to  them  the  direction  they  ought  to 
take,  after  wliich  I  returned  to  General 
Wintelocke,  and  made  my  report. 
About  nine  o'chick  Genera!  Whitelocke, 
being  anxious  to  know  wliat  was  parsing  in 
advance,  I  proceeded  from  the  Coral  to 
the  street  leading  to  the  north-west  angle 
square.  Into  this  street  I  advanced 
some  way,  and  found  the  6th  dragoon 
gu'ards,  and  a  detachment  of  the  9th 
light  dragoons  widi  one  six-pounder. 
The  enemy  were  at  this  time  hring  some 
musquetry  from  the  houses,  and  grape 
from  the  battery  in  advance,  but  it  was 
111  directed.  .Several  house-  had  been 
ijioken  open  by  the  soldiers,  and  I  went 
to  the  top  of  one  nearest  to  this  post, 
from  which  I  discovered  what  I  took 
to  be  our  rille  men,  on  a  building  to  the 
right,  and  at  some  little  distance  in  the 
frunt ;  but  the  morning  being  hazy,  and 
a  great  mass  of  buildings  being  in  our 
front,  I  had  but  an  imperfect  view.  I 
then  returned  to  General  Whitelocke, 
and  made  my  report,  lie  then  directed 
me  to  order  the  6th  dragoon  guards  and 
9th  dragoons  to  advance.  I  reported  to 
him  that  the  street  was  so  bad  tiiat  the 
gun  could  not  keep  up  with  the  column  ; 
he  therefore  desired  the  gun  to  be 
left  under  a  proper  escort,  and  the  co- 
lumn to  advance  without  it:  accord- 
ingly I  returned  and  gave  these  orders, 
and  also  directed  that  Lieutenant-colo- 
nel W  itherington  should  advance  with 
his  corps,  and  lodge  himself  as  far  as  pos- 
sible in  the  town.     On  lh«  evening  of 
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the  5th  a  detachment  of  artillery  was 
sent  to  the  Plaza  del  Toros  ;  and  Ge- 
neral \Vliitelocke,  when  he  went  to  head- 
quarters at  sun-set,  directed  me  to  take 
charge  of  the  posts  in  the  centre  of  tJie 
reserve.  Wiien  General  Whitelocke 
quitted  the  Coral  by  12  o'clock  on  the 
6th,  he  directed  me  to  maintain  tiiat 
pu>t  as  long  as  was  necessary  to  wait  a 
junction  with  the  forces  on  the  right, 
under  Colonel  Mahon.  About  six 
o'clock  Colonel  Mahon's  division  ar- 
rived at  the  Coral ;  and  in  consequence 
of  the  report  brought  by  Captain  Whit- 
tingham  from  the  Residencla,  a  rein- 
j'orcement  of  loO  men  and  an  artillery 
ofticer  were  directed  to  be  held  in  readi- 
ness to  march  by  da} -light  in  the  morn- 
ing for  that  post.  tVheu  that  detach- 
ment was  about  to  march  a  letter  was 
received  from  the  Plaza  del  Toros,  con- 
taitiing  a  proposal  to  cease  hostilities, 
and  no  further  movement  took  p!ac<\ 
About  one  o'clock  I  rejoined  General 
"\N'hitelocke.  I  do  not  recollect  any 
.  other  circumstance. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  of  any  personal  ex- 
ertions made  by  General  Whitelocke  on 
the  .5th,  or  of  any  other  attempt  made  by 
him  in  any  other  way  to  supporter  co- 
©perate  with  the  ditferent  colu\nns,  who 
by  his  orders  had  advanced  into  the  town 
of  Ruenos  Ay  res  on  that  day  ? 
A.   I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  YOU  know  why  General  White- 
locke madi-  no  personal  exertion,  or  any 
other  attempt  than  those  you  have  de- 
scribed for  the  purposes  mentioned  in 
the  last  question? 

A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  reason,  ex- 
cept it  migiit  have  been  his  confidence 
in  the  troops  in  advance  being  able  to 
establish  themselves. 

Q.  Was  it  not  clearly  and  generally 
understood,  when  the  column  marched 
on  the  5tli,  that  after  they  had  gained  the 
dilferent  positions  pointed  out  to  them 
jn  orders,  thev  were  tiiere  to  wait  for 
i'urtlier  orders .' 

A.  The  order-  were  not  given  out  by 
jne,  therefore  1  do  not  know. 

Q.  If  proper  means  had  been  adopted 
for  uniting  the  corps  under  Colonel  Ma- 
hon to  tiiat  at  head-quarters,  would  it 
not  have  betn  in  the  power  of  General 
Whitelocke  to  force  his  way  into  the 
lowii,  and  join  any  of  the  British  forces ; 


or  would  it  not  have  been  in  his  power 
to  force  his  way  with  these  corps  to  the 
Residencia  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  ; 
and  would  not  such  exertions  on  his 
part  have  been  the  best  means  for  ren- 
dering assistance  to  the  attacking  co- 
lumns, and  restoring  the  fortunes  of  the 
day  ? 

A.  It  would. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  consulted  on  th« 
treaty  ? 

A.  I  was  absent  at  the  time  at  the 
Coral. 

Q.  What  number  of  prisoners  were 
taken  at  the  Coral  ? 
A.  About  200. 

Q.  Have  you  a  return  of  the  effective 
strengtn  oi  the  army  after  the  5th? 

A.  1  have:  5441  rank  and  tile  was  the 
total  effective  number  after  the  attack. 

Q.  Can  you  state  the  whole  effective 
force  of  the  reserve  at  the  Coral  on  the 
oth,  distinguishing  them  by  regiments  ? 

A.  The  force  at  the  Coral  and  the 
outposts  connected  with  the  Coral, 
amounted  to  about  1050  men;  before 
the  casualties  in  the  carbineers  and  9th 
light  dragoons  about  1 100.  This  force 
was  composed  as  follows:  advanced  to* 
wards  the  town  600  rank  and  lile ;  at  the 
Coral  ISO,  including  30  mounted  dra- 
goons with  the  carbineers ;  83  of  the  17th 
light  dragoons  dismounted,  armed  with 
small  carbines.  At  the  hospital  60  of  the 
S8th,  and  detachments  of  different  com- 
panies left  with  the  knapsacks,  amount- 
ing to  180  rank  and  file. 

Q.  \N'hat  was  the  total  number  of 
prisoners  given  up  on  the  7th  ? 

A.  The  number  given  up  was  about 
1000,  including  those  taken  at  the  Co- 
ral ;  and  as  the  treaty  specified  that  all 
prisoners  must  be  given  up,  this  I  think 
must  have  been  the  total  number. 

Q.  How  soon  after  the  different  co- 
lumns marched  into  the  town  by  Ge- 
neral Whilelocke's  order  did  you  per- 
ceive that  all  communication  was  inter- 
cepted between  them  and  the  Com- 
mander in  chief  by  parlies  of  the  enemy  ? 
A.  I  do  not  know  that  it  was  at  all  in- 
tercepted. Parties  of  the  enemy  were 
in  every  house,  but  I  do  not  know  that 
the  communication  was  at  all  cut  off,  A 
sufficient  body  of  troops  could  at  any 
time  have  communicated  ;  but  I  do  not 
think  it  would  have  been  advisable  tg  dQ 
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SO  by  the  central  streets,  after  the 
repulse  of  the  sixtli  c'ragooii  guards  and 
ninth  light  dragoons,  who  were  ex- 
posed to  a  very  destructive  tire  from  the 
enemy,  and  suffered  great  loss.  I  ap- 
prehend it  was  possible  to  communicate 
by  the  Residencia,  and  from  that  post 
with  the  other  troops  in  the  town  and 
those  at  the  church  of  St.  Domingo. 

Q,  Did  it, or  did  it  not,  appear  to  you 
to  be  important  at  any,  and  what,  time 
of  the  day  that  the  General  and  his  staff 
should,  at  all  risks,  join  his  army,  that 
he  might  know  the  effect  of  those  attack 
which  had  been  made,  and  have  concur- 
red in  their  further  efforts  ? 

A.  I  think  that  allowing  until  11  or  12 
o'clock  to  receive  reports,  it  would  af- 
terwards have  been  advisable  to  do  so. 

Q.  Do  you,  or  do  you  not,  know 
Vf'hether  such  necessity  ever  struck  the 
General,  or  that  it  was  pointed  out  to 
him  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  As  you  were  near  tlie  person  of 
General  Whitelocke  during  the  5th,  can 
you  state  the  cause  which  induced  him 
to  remain  stationary  in  the  rear,  separated 
from  hisarmv,  instead  of  forcing  his  way 
tojoiu  and  direct  its  operations,  and  to 
share  in  its  fate  ? 

A.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  say  by 
vhat  motive  he  was  actuated.  I  have 
formed  no  opinion  upon  the  subject. 


Examined  hij  the  Court. 

Q.  Did  the  6th  dragoon  guards  and 
the  9th  ligiit  dragoons  act  as  infantry 
from  tiieir  landing  at  the  Ensinada  until 
the  treaty  was  signed  ? 

A.  They  did. 

Q.   Describe  their  arms. 

A.  They  were  the  old  British  carbines, 
I  believe. 

Q.  Were  any,  and  what,  endeavours 
nsed  by  General  Whitelocke  to  supply 
them  with  muskets  and  musket  ammu- 
nition during  that  period,  or  previously 
at  Monte  Video .' 

A.  Until  the  arrival  of  General  Crau- 
furd  we  had  no  spare  arms.  I  do  not 
know  of  any  exertion  to  supply  them. 
The  9th  light  dragoons,  I  now  recollect, 
had  muskets. 

Q.    Did  yon,  as   Adjutant-general, 


know  where  Colonel  Mahon  with  hif? 
corps  was  on  tiie  morning  of  the  3tli  of 
July? 

A.  I  did  not  send  the  order  to  Co- 
lonel Mahon,  but  I  understood  an  order 
had  been  sent  in  the  evening  of  the 
4th  to  march  from  Reduction,  and  take 
a  position  on  tlie  bridge  ;  but  1  did  not 
know  that  order  had  been  received  until 
his  arrival  on  the  morning  of  the()th  ? 

Q.  Wiien  General  W'hilrlocke  left 
the  Coral  to  proceed  to  tlie  Pla/a  del 
Toros,  did  the  enemy  appear  in  any  force 
about  tlie  Coral  ? 

A.  I  do  not  recollect  seeing  th''  enemy 
at  all  about  the  Coral  on  that  dav. 
Some  stragglers  attacked  the  posts  in 
the  rear  some  time  after  the  General's 
departure. 

Q.  Was  any  other  attempt  made  by 
the  enemy  during  the  time  you  had 
the  command  ? 

A.  The  only  attack  was  on  the  rear, 
as  I  before  stated,  and  they  were  driveix 
back  immediately. 


Captain  Brnzvne,  Aidf-df-Ccmp  to  Ge- 
neral  fyJiitclocke,  iias  tfun  called. 

Jud<j;e  Advocate.  I  have  now  called  all 
the  ohicers  who  were  immediately  about 
the  person  of  Lieulennnt-genera!  White- 
locke ;  and  though  I  am  not  aware  that 
Captain  Browne  can  give  the  Court  any 
further  information,  1  have  wished  that 
every  individual  of  Lieutenant-general 
Whitelocke's  staff  should  be  liere  readv 
to  answer  any  <.]uestion  that  mav  b'<; 
thought  necessary  to  ask :  I  there- 
fore thought  it  right  to  c-all  Captain 
Browne  to  answer  any  questions  the 
Court  may  judge. proper  to  put  to  him, 
or  if  General  Whitelocke  himself  should 
wish  to  examine  him. 

Captain  Browne,  not  being  interro- 
gated by  any  party,  retired. 

Jtid!:e  Advocate. — With  respect  to 
the  fourth  charge  the  Court  must  have 
deemed  the  evidence  of  one  witness  in- 
dispensable ;  I  n^eau  that  of  Lieutenant- 
colonel  Browne,  who  commaniU'd  at 
Monte  \'ideo  at  the  time  the  treaty  was 
signed.  But  imderstanding  from  (Jei.erul 
VVhitelocke  that  he  is  ready  to  admit 
any  facts  Colonel  Browne  could  be 
called   upon  to  prove :  and  that  oflicer 
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havinfT  some  important  business  which 
culled  iiini  out  of  town,  I  have  thought 
proper  to  dispense  with  his  attendance. 
The  tact  I  meant  to  have  called  Colonel 
Browne  to  have  proved  wa?,  that  Monte 
Vide»  was  well  and  sutficiently  £;arri- 
soned  and  provisioned  against  attack,  and 
was  not  in  a  state  of  blockade  or  siege  at 
the  period  of  signing  that  treaty. 

The  following  minute  v\as  tnen  order- 
ed to  be  entered  and  read  : 

"  It  is  admitted  bv  Lieutenant-gene- 
ral Whitelocke  that,  at  the  period  of  the 
treaty,  the  fort  of  >ionte  Video  was  well 
and  suflitienlly  garrisoned  and  provided 


against  attack,  and  was  not  at  such  period 
in  a  state  of  blockade  or  siege." 

Judge  Advocate. — :"  I  am  now  to  in- 
form the  Court  that  I  h're  conclude 
my  evidence,  and  the  Court  wi'i  decide 
wh(>n  Lieutenant -general  Whitelocke 
shall  enter  on  his  deleiice. 

Jfter  a  shnrt  poiite,  the  President  ad- 
dressed the  Court. 

"  As  General  Whitelocke  requires  un- 
til Monday  next  to  prepare  for  his  De- 
fence, the  Court  is  adjourned  until  that 
day  at  ten  o'clock  precisely." 


(    iG9     -) 


THIRTIETH   DAY. 

Monday,  March  14. 


THE    DEFENCE. 

Tiie  Court  being  iiiel,   pursuant  to  adjoiirnnicnt,  and  General  Whitelock$ 
Jiaviiig  taken  his  place,  began  lo  read  Ins  Defence  as  follows. 

Sir  William  Meadows,  and  General  Officers  of  this  Court, 


THE  satisfaction  I  feel  in  being  at 
length  permitted  to  claim  the  attention 
and  indulgence  of  tlje  Court,  is  propor- 
tioned to  the  anxious  impatience  with 
■which  I  have  looked  forward  to  this  op- 
portunity of  explaining  my  conduct  m 
South  America,  and  the  causes  that  led 
.to  the  resuit  wnich  constitutes  the  sub- 
ject of  the  present  investigation.  The 
disapponitment  of  the  hopes  I  had  en- 
tertained of  the  success  of  an  expedition, 
upon  which  such  expectations,  in  eveiy 
point  of  view,  military,  political,  and 
commercial,  had  been  formed,  had  pre- 
pared me  to  meet  a  strong  and  general 
feeling  corresponding  with  my  own  ;  the 
natural  and  almost  necessary-  attendant 
upon  public  disappointment  and  misfor- 
tune. 1  had  prepared  myself  also  to 
hear  the  clamours  of  the  disappointed, 
and  strictures  upon  my  conduct  from 
those  whose  wishes  and  interest  led  them 
to  judge  from  events  only,  without  any 
adequate  means  of  -information;  but 
feeling  conscious  that  I  had  zealously 
endeavoured  to  perform  my  duty,  and 
that  in  the  ultimate  sacrihces  which  ad- 
verse circumstances  had  induced  me  to 
make,  I  had  disregarded  all  interested 
considerations,  and  been  actuated  only 
by  public  motives,  I  confess  it  was  w  itn 
surprise  as  well  as  mortitication,  that  I 
found,  on  my  return,  that  tlie  opinions 
which  had  been  so  industriously  propa- 
gated as  to  my  conduct  in  South  Ame- 
rica, had,  in  >ome  degree,  been  enter- 
tained in  higher  quarters;  that  calum- 
nies the  most  injurious  to  my  character 
had  been  made  the  subject  of  olticial 
discussion;  and  that  no  individual  hav- 


ing offered  to  stand  forward  as  my'  accu- 
ser, proceedings  (novel  in  our  military 
jurisp.  udence,  however  they  may  be 
sanctioned  by  other  courts,)  were  adopt- 
ed, for  cLe  purpose,  as  it  should  seem,  of 
coijiectini:  <  vidence  to  convert  those  ca- 
lumnies into  matters  of  charge.  \Vhile 
I  \.  as  absent,  the  conduct  of  myself  and 
others  had  been  prejudged,  and  made 
the  subject  of  intemperate,  of  premature, 
discussion  in  the  daily  paper?,  and  I  had, 
without  a  trial,  or  even  enquii;  ,  beenheld 
up  to  public  indignation  and  scorn,  as  hav- 
ing disgraced  myself  and  my  p- -.fession, 
and  the  military  character  of  my  coun- 
try. As  soon,  however,  as  it  became 
known  that  the  government  had  dete:- 
mined  that  an  investijiation  of  my  con ; 
duct  should  take  place,  the  editors  of  the 
public  paoers,  actuated  by  a  sense  of  de- 
cent prooriety  and  common  justicf,  im- 
mediately forbore  any  further  comments. 
But  a  subaltern  officer,  who  served  in 
the  expedition,  thought  fit,  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  my  being  under  arrest, 
and  thereff)re  to  all  purposes  of  law  and 
justice  upon  my  trial,  to  publish  a  libel 
upon  the  conduct  of  myself  and  others, 
for  tiie  express  purpose  of  procuring  a 
profit  to  himself  at  the  expence  of  a 
gross  violation  of  every  principle  ot  ho- 
nour or  feeling,  and  of  the  laws  of  the 
country,  endeavouring  to  keep  up  and 
excite  the  strongest  prejudices  of  the 
public  against  me  :  and  a  held  officer  of 
another  regiment  has  felt  no  shame  in 
jjatronizing  this  libel,  and  distributing  it 
with  thi.'  greatest  industry, 

Irritacecl  as  I  necessarily  was  at  these 
uuiuanly  attacks,  and  at  hearing  the  niis- 
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representations  upon  which  they  were 
founded,  and  anxious  as  I  must  be  to 
retain  the  good  opinion  of  iny  country,  I 
yet  felt  that  a  regard  to  my  own  cha- 
racter and  situation,  the  respect  due  to 
the  illustrious  personage  at  the  head  of 
the  army,  and  to  my  sovereign,  and  in 
a  case  like  this,  (wliere  the  public  is  so 
deeply  concerned)  still  more,  perhaps, 
the  respect  due  to  this  honourable  Court, 
imperatively  called  upon  me  to  auait  in 
j-ilence  the  opportunity  which  1  found 
■was  to  be  afforded  of  explaining  to  my 
sovereign  and  the  country  my  conduct 
in  the  command  which  had  been  en- 
trusted to  me. 

I  therefore  forbore  to  answer  any  of 
the  calumnies  which  have  been  propa- 
gated against  me,  or  to  sanction  any 
publication  or  paragraph  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  retired  until  the  approach  of 


should,  in  this  respect,  have  found  a  pF»» 
tector  even  in  my  prosecutor,  that,  con- 
sidering his  anomalous,  and  (I  hope  I 
may  without  offence  say)  his  almost  in- 
compatible duties,  he  vould,  in  the  cha- 
racter of  an  adviser,  and  an  assistant  to 
the  Court,  have  divested  himself  of  every 
feeling  connected    with    public   preju- 
dice, and  that,  acting  in  the  capacity  of 
prosecutor,  he  wotdd  have  permitted  my 
trial  to  commence  without  the  extraor- 
dinary comment  which  excited  so  much 
surprise,   I  believe,  in  all  who  heard  it; 
a  comment,  which,  in  the   situation   he 
tills,  and  considering  the  last  charactec. 
he  is  to  sustain  after  the  proceedings  are 
completed,  and  your  deliberation  com- 
mences, of  an  adviser,  on  points  on  which 
you  may  require  liis  assistance,  I  can 
Iiardly  think  could  be  deemed  justifiable 
at  any  period  of  such  a  trial,  or  after  any 


this  trial  into  the  country,  denymg  myself    evidence,  however  strong,  which  could 
«ven  the  gratilication  of  associating  with     have  been  produced 


jnany  valuable  friends  who  have  been 
anxious  to  shew  themselves  superior  to 
the  prejudices  excited  by  popular  cla- 
mour, and  to  mark  their  attention  to  me 
since  my  return.  I  mention  this  thus 
pointedly  to  prevent  any  possible  sus- 
picion being  entertained  that  I  could 
sanction,  or  had  any  knowledge  of  a 
vindication  which  has  been  published  by 
some  person  wholly  unknown  to  me. 
I  am  tne  more  anxious  to  do  this,  as  the 
publication  alluded  to  contained  stric- 
tures upon  the  conduct  of  others,  and  X 
trust,  therefore,  that  the  Court  will  ex- 
cuse my  having  occupied  a  few  moments 
«f  their  time  upon  this  subject. 

The  knowledge  that  my  motives  and 
conduct  were  to  be  submitted  to,  and 
judged,  by  a  tribunal  composed  only  of 
persons  competent,  from  their  rank  in 
the  service,  their  habits,  their  experi- 
ence, and  talents,  to  form  a  just  estimate 
of  all  the  peculiar  circumstances  which 
form  the  subject  of  the  present  investi- 
gation, supported  nie  during  an  anxious 
period  of  suspense  and  procrastination, 

I  considered  my  trial  as  an  appeal 
from  popular  clan)0ur,  (for  such  1  cannot 
but  call  it  as  applied  to  me  before 
Either  trial  or  enquiry)  to  honourable  and 
•  undid  minds,  divested  of  all  those  feel- 
ings and  prejudices  which  sway  and  di- 
rect the  course  of  public  opinion,  and  I 
COifes   I  had  buttered  myicU"  tliat    I 


The    Judge-adTocate-general    stated, 
indeed,  that  he   should  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  his  predecessors  upon  similar 
occasions,  abstaining  in  that  stage  of  the 
proceeding  from  any  detailed  observa- 
tions upon  the  charges.    The  only  case 
of  importance,    I  believe,   in    which   a 
Judge-advocate  has  stood  in  a  similar 
situation  to  the  present,  was  on  tlie  trial 
of  the  late  Lord  Sackville,  on  which  occa- 
sion the  late  Sir  Charles  Morgan,  then 
Mr,  Gould,  made  no  address  whatever 
to  the  Court  on  the  opening  of  the  prc>- 
secution,  and  in  his  reply  most  studious- 
ly avoided  offering  a  single  observation 
that  could,  in  the  most  distant  v.ay,  be 
considered  an  address  to  the  passions  of 
the  Court,  although  the  circumstances 
which  gave  rise  to  that  trial  had  excited 
mure  of  popular  feeling  than  any  which 
had  before  occurred,  so  much  so,  as  t» 
leave  it  possibly  for  ever  a  subject  of 
historical  dispute,  whether  the  judgment 
even  of  the  Court  was  not,  in  some  mea- 
sure, intluenced  by  that  feeling. 

I  put  it  to  the  liberality  and  candour- 
of  the  right  honourable  Judge  Advocate, 
whether  I  have  not  some  little  right  to 
complain,  and  cause  to  lament,  that  ha 
had  not  foilowed  the  example  of  his 
predecessor,  and  abstained  from  statins 
to  the  public  (for  such  an  address  could 
not  be  intended  for  tlie  Court)  that 
hypei  had  been  (as  he.  was  pleased  i* 
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say)  justly,  as  well  as  generally,  enter- 
tained, ot"  discovering  new  markets  for 
our  manufactures,  and  giving  a  wide 
scope  to  tlie  spirit  of  mercantile  enter- 
pfise,  and  opening  new  sources  of  trea- 
sures ;  althougli  every  information  as  to 
the  state  of  South  America,  and  the 
hostile  and  implacable  spirit  of  its  inha- 
bitants towards  us,  has  proved  that  those 
hopes  were  completely  fallacious ;  that 
he  had  abstained  from  calling  in  aid  of 
those  ciiarges  the  daily  attemj)ts  to  ex- 
clude our  trade  from  the  continent  of 
Europe ;  and  even  the  present  crisis  of 
the  world,  or  tiie  aggravation  of  the 
public  misfortune  b)-  the  accumulated 
weight  of  all  these  considerations,  or  the 
circumstances  of  rep  nts  to  my  preju- 
dice having  survived  the  first  impres- 
sions of  public  sorrow,  as  a  proof  tliat 
they  have  not  originated  in  the  natural 
■impidse  of  the  human  mind  to  find  an 
object  on  which  to  attach  blame.  Well 
may  they  survive  and  continue  if,  in  a 
court  ot  justice,  these  topics  could  be 
enforced  with  such  studied  strength  of 
expression,  by  a  person  whose  rank,  and 
station  in  life,  and  public  character  in 
this  Court,  could  not  but  stimulate  the 
already  too  much  exasperated  state 
of  the  public  mind  upon  the  transaction 
now  in  question. 

I  am  satisfied  that  whien  the  Court 
adverts  to  tlie  manner  in  which  I  liave 
been  pursued,  and,  I  may  say,  con- 
demned by  public  clamour,  without 
trial  or  enquirv,  they  will  forgive  my 
•having  made  this  comment;  and  will 
permit  me  also  to  state  a  more  serious, 
though  not  a  more  mistaken,  ground  of 
complaint,  which  I  cannot  but  think  I 
am  entitled  to  make  upon  the  manner  in 
which  the  prosecution  against  me  has 
been  conducted,  and  the  nature  of  the 
evidence  which  has  been  produced. 

A  misfortune,  natmally  exciting  strong 
public  feeling,  mav  impose  upon  the 
government  the  duty  of  directing  that 
the  causes  of  that  misfortune  should  be 
investigated ;  such  an  incjuiry  is,  as  the 
prosecutor  has  justly  stated,  as  necessary 
to  my  vindication  as  it  is  to  the  public  sa- 
tisfaction. If  1  have  been  unfortunate, 
but  not  culpable,  it  is  the  only  means  by 
vnhich  I  could  hope  to  stem  the  tide  of 
prf-judice;  audit  i  iiave  been  culpable,  it 
'is  iiecesifaiy  fot  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 


ing  the  degree  of  my  offence,  and  of 
j)resenting  to  the  j)ublic  authentic  ma- 
terials upon  which  a  tiourt's  judgment 
may   be   formed   of   my  conduct.      A 
great  and  important  expedition  has  fail- 
ed ;  the  reasons   of  its  failure  are  to  be 
sought  for  in  the  measures  of  the  person 
responsible  to  the  public  for  its  succesi, 
and  no  difficulty  could  have  arisen  (in- 
deed some  did  arise)  in  selecting  the  par- 
ticular events  and  parts  which  appeared 
to  have  led  to   this  failure  as  grounds  of 
charge  against  myself,  and  for  which   I 
was  to  account.     I  did  not  complain  be- 
cause I  did  not  feel  that  I   had  a  right 
to  do  so  in  such  a  case,  if  additions  being 
made  to  the  particulars  so  selected  after 
my  first  receipt  of  the  chargi-s,  which 
with   a  candid  hberality   liad   been  de- 
livered to  me  as  soon  as  framed,  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling   me   the  better  to 
prepare  for  my  defence;  but  I  had  hoped 
wlien  I  read  the  charges  finally  settled, 
containing  such  specifications,  and  with 
such   epithets   as   could  not  but   excite 
feelings   of  mortification,    which   could 
hardly  be  increased,  even  by  any  sen- 
tence of  this  Court,  that  I  had   seen  ail 
which  vtas  to  be  alledged  against  me  ; 
and  little  did  I  expect  or  imagine  that  1 
was  to  be  called   upon  to  recollect  and 
defend  every  act,  every  order,  ever}'  ex- 
pression, and  almost  every  thought,  not 
of  myself  only,  but  ol  others;  every  da- 
tail,  however  minute,  and  whether  it  had 
a  right,  or  ought  to  have  been  brought 
under  my  cognizance  as  Commander,  or 
not ;   in   short,    as  the   Prosecutor   has 
avowed  and  stated,  not  merely  tiie  cause 
which  prevented   the   reduction  of  the 
province  of  Buenos  Ayres,  but  my  whole 
conduct  in  the  expedition  ;  an   investi- 
gation  now,  and   as  he  truly  stated,  for 
the  first  tune,  and  I  hope  for  the  sake  of 
justice,  for  the  last  time,  in>tituted  in  a 
military  court,  still  less  could  I  suppose 
that  the  protection   of  the   Court  could 
have  been  necessarv  to  prevent  a  Prose- 
cutor,  educated  in   legjj   habits,    from 
pursuing  me  even    to  my  private  mo- 
ments, and  requiring   my   secretary   to 
state  all  the  conversations  that,   in    the 
confidence  of  our  relative  situation,  had 
passed  between  us ;  and  yet  it  is  at  this 
point  only,  and  through  the  interpositiuu 
of  the   Court  that   the    Prosecutor   h:!s 
stopped  ill-  his  t^i^  't  eatreat  tU; 
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C(Hirt  calmly  and  candidly  to  review  tlie 
evidence,  aiTd  to  separate  (no  easv  task) 
that  whicii  is  ajiplicable  to  myselt',  from 
that  wliich  applies  only  to  others,  but 
more  particularly  to  separate  the  evi- 
dence o[  opinions  as  to  our  operations, 
founded  upon  the  exf)erience  acquired 
by  misfortune,  and  not  upon  any  thing 
that  wag  or  could  be  previously  'known 
betore  the  operations  took  place,  and 
upon  which  alone  I  could  have  acted, 
and  by  which  alone  I  am  to  be  judged; 
to  advert,  in  short,  to  all  the  evidence 
which  applies  the  result  and  subsequent 
knowledge,  instead  of  previous  informa- 
tion, as  tiie  interim  by  wliich  the  pro- 
priety of  the  measure' adopted  is  to  be 
tried.  ^  Let  it  not  be  said  that  this  arose 
out  of  the  nature  of  the  prosecution, 
for  if  it  did,  nothing  can  more  strongly 
evince  the  injustice  of  such  a  course  of 
proceeding  ;  the  Court  lose  the  benefit 
of  his  legal  assistance,  upon  the  subject 
on  wliich  it  is  most  useful,  and  the  "wit- 
nesses his  direction  and  controu! ;  the 
accused  has  no  protection  against  it ;  a 
natural  jealousy  of  any  interposition 
wjiicli  might  bear  the  most  distant  ap- 
pearance of  shutting  out  any  investiga- 
tion, however  remote  its  application, 
prevents  the  possibility  of  his  interfer- 
ence. I  hope  i  cannot  be  accused  of 
havhig  interposed  captious  or  trilling  ob- 
jections ;  I  have  studiously  endeavoured 
to  avoid  doing  so.  The  Court  in  ela- 
borate narratives,  on  such  extended 
grounds,  comprising  every  act  and 
word,  can  hardly  interfere;  they  are 
naturally  cavilling  to  interrupt  the  Pro- 
secutor, or  interfere  v\  ith  the  course  of 
proceedings,  or  mode  in  which  he  has 
prepared  himself  (upon  matuic  consi- 
deration, it  mujt  be  presumed)  to  bring 
lorward  the  evidence,  n.ore  particularly 
as  he  is  tiie  person  to  whom  they  look 
tor  advice.  The  witness,  unless  pos- 
sc;.aed  of  le^al  as  well  as  military  know- 
ledge, cannot  distinguish  between  that 
which  he  is  justilied  in  stating,  and  that 
which  is  not  evidence  as  against  the 
person  cliarged.  It  is  to  be  supposed 
that  he  liad  adopted  this  course  upon 
full  consideration. 

I  could  not  iiope,  by  an  objection  has- 
tily interposed,  and  stated  to  alter  an 
Oj}inion  f(jrnied  upon  long  deliberation, 
and  1  therefore,  iii  fact,  lo3e  the  benefit 


of  the  protection  to  wliich  J  should  have 
been  entitled,  and  which  I  should  have 
had,  if  the  Judge  Advocate  had  not  also 
been  my  prosecutor.  'I'he  necessary 
consequence  (and  against  which  1  have 
no  protection)  is,  that  every  occurrence, 
every  irregularity,  every  conversation 
of  others  is  brought  forward,  and  contri- 
butes to  make  an  aggreg.ite  most  preju- 
dicial to  me,  not  merely  with  reterence 
to  the  protractiou  of  the  investigation, 
(in  itself  no  trifling  evil)  but  also  in  the 
impression  produced,  even  on  those  most 
capable  of  discriminating  that  whicli  is 
applicable  from  that  which  is  not.  I 
might  with  confidence  ask  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Court,  whether  he  can  possi- 
bly wholly  divest  himself  of  general  im^ 
j)ressions  arising  out  of  such  a  course  of 
uncontrouled  evidence,  and  whether  the 
necessary  consequence  of  such  a  mode 
of  proceeding,  is  not  to  give  a  colour 
and  unfavourable  complexion  to  all  the 
errors  I  may  have  myself  committed : 
whether  it  has  not  an  inevitable  tenden- 
cy, even  with  the  strongest  minds,  to 
load  me  with  all  the  errors  which  may 
have  been  committed  by  others,  as  well 
as  myself,  from  the  tirst  hour  of  my 
landing,  to  my  quitting  the  continent  of 
South  America.  I  am  well  aware  that 
rio  such  impression  will  operate  upon 
the  linal  judgment  of  the  court;  it  can 
only  produce  in  high  and  honourable 
minds,  a  jealous  watchfulness  to  prevent 
any  such  feeling  influencing  the  consi- 
tleraLion  of  the  real  merits  of  my  case  : 
but  though  no  improper  efiects-will  be 
produced  on  the  minds  of  the  Court, 
such  a  course  of  proceeding  must  pro- 
duce a  strong  impression  upon  the  pub- 
lic, already  too  much  exasperated 
against  me.  I'ut  in  addition  to  this  consi- 
deration, I  ask lh(/se  honourable  members 
who  have  either  commanded  or  accom- 
panied in  high  stations,  important  expe- 
ditions and  military  operations,  whether 
any  expedition,  or  long  train  of  military 
operations,  however  successfully  termi- 
nated, could  stand  the  test  of  such  an 
inquiry  so  conducted  .•" 

I  j)ut  it  to  tlie  candour  and  liberality 
of  every  individual  of  this  Court  who 
has  been  so  situated,  and  ask  whether, 
in  looking  back  with  the  benefit  of  sub- 
sequent experience  of  localities  and  cir- 
cuuiblaiices,  lie  camaot  discover  a  variety 
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oJ  instances  in  which  he  would  have  pur- 
sued a  ditil'erent  course,  with  respect  to 
many  interior  and  accessory  details  and 
operations.  Let  it  not  lor  a  nionient  be 
supposed  that  1  state  this  as  depreciating 
the  lalcHts  of  tho^e  to  whom  I  am  making 
lliis  appeal,  or  as  comparing  mine  witii 
theirs :  their  high  public  and  mili- 
tary estimation,  derived  from  acknow- 
ledged merit  as  well  as  success,  must 
immediately  repel  such  a  suspicion.  1 
asli  only  the  benefit  as  applicable  to  my- 
self, in  shewing  the  hardsuips  and  injus- 
tice in  every  a  point  of  vii;w  of  such  a 
course  of  proceeding,  and  am  satisfied, 
that  when  the  Court  on  their  linal  deli- 
beration, and  the  public  at  fature  pe- 
riods, apply  these  remarks  to  tiie  con- 
duct of  the  prosecution,  and  the  mode 
in  which  the  evidence  has  been  brought 
forward,  and  the  nature  of  a  very  large 
proportion  of  it,  it  will  be  seen  and  felt, 
that  I  do  not  complain  of  this  without 
abundant  cause.  1  think  also,  that  when 
tlie  Court  consider  that  from  the  im- 
portance of  the  subject,  from  the  peculiar 
nature  of  the  trial,  and  still  more  from 
the.  professional  rank  and  experience  of 
the  members,  this  case  will  be  referred 
to  in  military  history  and  jurisprudence 
as  a  precedent,  tliey  will  join  with  me 
in  lamenting  that  the  course  of  proceed- 
ings has  put  upon  their  minutes,  so 
much  evidence  of  the  description  to 
wiiich  1  have  alluded.  I  most  earnestly 
intreat  the  attention  of  the  Court  to 
tliese  general  observations,  and  that  they 
will  bear  tliem  in  mind  a^  applicable  and 
auxiliary  to  niany  of  the  observations 
wliich  1  shail  have  to  make  upon  the 
evidence  in  detail :  and  1  am  conlident, 
that  when  the  peculiar  situation  in  which 
I  stand  here  is  considered,  the  Court 
and  Judge  Advocate  will  believe,  that  it 
is  with  extreme  reluctance,  and  under  a 
strong  sense  of  the  importance  of  this 
part  of  the  case  to  myself,  and  to  those 
who  may  come  after  me,  that  1  have  al- 
lowed mysell  to  make  a  single  comment 
upon  this  subject. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  the  subject  of 
your  incjuiry : 

You  are  called  upon  to  investigate  the 
causes  of  the  disappointment  of  the  pub- 
lic hopes,  to  ascertain  whether  they  are 
to  be  found  in  an  unskilful  and  miprovi- 
deut  use  of  the  means  placed  ui  my 


hancis  for  attaining  tlie  object  in  view,  or 
in  the  false  expectations  which,  (roni 
various  causes,  had  been  raised  iipoa 
this  subject,  and  in  the  false  views  en- 
tertained and  acted  upon  in  relation  to 
it.  That  false  expectations  had  been 
raised  and  false  views  enleriained,  I 
will  prove  to  the  Court  from  tiie  evi- 
dence whicli  has  beeii  given,  and  from 
what  I  shall  produce,  and  by  ai<i"ument, 
so  conclusive  as  to  force  conviction. 

That  false  information,  arising  from 
various  interested  motives  had  been 
given  to  the  government  of  this  coun- 
try, my  situation  has  aftbrded  me  ample 
means  of  knowing;  that  it  has  been  acted 
upon,  will  appear  from  my  instructions. 
To  a  full  explanation  upon  this  subject, 
whicii  it  is  my  duty  to  give  to  the  Court, 
I  must  reciuest  your  patient  and  earnest 
attention ;  or  whether  I  exercised  a 
soimd  discretion  in  the  measures  which 
I  adopted.  It  is  in  the  highest  degree 
necessary  for  my  defence:  for  unless 
the  situation  in  which  I  was  actually 
placed  with  reference  to  tl:e  possibility 
of  obtaining  any  commercial  advantages, 
unless  the  political  situation  of  tiiat 
country,  the  disposition  of  the  inhabitant* 
towards  us,  their  views  in  relation  to  us, 
either  as  to  what  had  passed,  or  future 
intercourse,  are  fully  understood,  no 
correct  judgment  can  be  formed  upon 
the  propriety  of  my  conduct,  or  whether 
I  exercised  a  sound  discretion  in  the 
mea.-ures  1  adopted  or  not.  I  shall 
enter  upon  this  exi)lanat!on,  before  I 
proceed  to  consider  either  the  charges 
or  the  occurrences  which  preceded  or 
gave  rise  to  them  ;  and  I  am  more  par- 
ticularly anxious  to  impress  this  part  of 
tiie  subject  upon  your  minds,  because  the 
fallacy  and  consequent  disappointment 
ot  the  hopes  entertained  in  relation  to 
our  intercourse  with  South  Amerija. 
have  given  rise  to  the  greater  part  ot 
the'  une.^pecled  feeling  which  has  been 
excited  by  those  whose  hopes  have  been 
thus  checked.  x\  free  and  unrestrained 
trade  with  South  America  had  long  been 
eagerly  sought  and  looked  to,  as  opening 
one  ot  the  widest  iields  for  mercantile 
speculation.  Many  circumstances  com- 
bined to  produce  this  impression,  not 
merely  on  the  public  mind,  but  upon 
the  minds  also  of  many  great  and  emi' 
ijcut  statesmen,    wlic^e    opinions  have 
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JDstly  been  entitled  to  the  highest  re- 
spect. 

It  was  known  that  our  commodities 
were  sought  with  a%idity,  aiid  procured 
at  zay  hazard,  tnor.gh  necessarily  from 
♦iie  rcjtriciioi)  enforced  by  Spain,  to  a 
Ihuited  extent  only  :  it  was  known  that 
those  restrictions  were  the  subject  of 
coiripjaint  ihroughout  th«  greater  part 
of  llic  Spanish  colonies:  it  was  also 
known,  that  the  peopk  were  divided 
into  faction?,  and  that  those  various 
causes  ha'l  rendered  a  large  jrroportion 
-of  the  inhabitants  ripe  for  revolt;  and 
that  great  numbers  were  anxiously  look- 
ing to  a  separation  from  tiitrir  niother- 
country,  as  the  only  means  of  availing 
themselves  of  the  natural  advantages 
of  their  local  situation.  It  was  tiicrt- 
for«;  natiiniily  concluded,  that  people, 
>s'ho  considctred  themseKes  as  oppiessed 
rather  than  protected,  as  excluded  by 
restrictions  founded  upon  a  narrov.-  and 
selfish  policy  from  many  commercial 
advantaiiei,  would  gladly  change  their 
govcrnmenl;  and  that  if  we  were  once 
tstabiished  in  a  military  post  in  the 
tountf}',  the  above  causes  would  make 
it  easy  to  open  an  extensive  intercourse 
with  the  inhabitants,  and  new  channels 
for  trade  and  commerce.  It  was  sup- ' 
posed,  that  the  character  of  this  country- 
tor  liberality  and  good  conduct  towards 
those  wh.o  came  under  our  dominion,  en- 
sured us  the  good  wishes  of  the  greater 
part,  and  the  co-operation  of  a  large 
proportion  at  least  of  the  communuy. 
The  public  hopes  and  expectations  weie 
raised  to  the  highest  p'tch,  and  no  sus- 
picion existed,  that  it  was  possible  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  population  of 
South  America,  to  entertain  any  other 
than  a  just  feeling  of  attachment  to  our 
government,  still  less  that  it  was  pos- 
sible that  such  a  rooted  antipathy  could 
«'.\ist  against  us,  as  to  justify  the  asser- 
tion (the  truth  of  which  has  been  proved 
todeinonstratiou)thalwe  had  not,  when 
T  arrived  in  South  America,  among  the 
inhabitants,  one  single  friend  in  the 
whole  coi'ntry.  Whether  the  opinion 
of  the  illustrious  statesman,  nosv  no 
more,  Who  had  so  frequently  tur.ied  his 
thoughts  towards  South  America,  had 
led  hiin  to  contemplate  the  propriety  of 
establibliing  military  posts  there,  or  "the 


co-operating  only  with  those  whowou!3 
g!adly  have  followed  the  example  of 
North  America,  and  availed  themselves 
of  our  assistance  in  establishing  their  in- 
dependence, I  have  no  means  of  know- 
ing ;  but  experience  has  shewn,  that  any 
other  course  of  proceeding  than  that 
lasi-iaerjtioned,  even  if  most  successful, 
and  almost  in  proportion  to  success, 
must  have  had  the  lU'ect  of  placing  us  at 
a  greater  distance  than  ever  from  our 
ultimate  objects,  those  of  friendly  inter- 
course and  trade  with  the  country.  An 
attack,  however,  attended  with  tempo- 
rary success  and  ultimate  misfortune, 
had  taught  us  to  estimate  r.ither  more 
highly  the  diltkully  of  obtaining  an  es- 
tablishment in  the  country  ;  but  the  de- 
lusion upon  the  subject  of  the  feelings 
of  the  people  towards  us,  still  prevailed. 
Various  motives  and  circimistances  con- 
tributed to  promote  and  keep  up  this 
delusion ;  the  mercantile  interest  felt 
unwilling  to  rv.T..K[uisb  the  hopes  and 
expectations  so  long  entertaintd,  and 
which  had  been  raised  to  the  highest 
pitch  by  the  attempts  which  had  been 
made  to  gain  a  footing  in  South  Ame* 
rica,  though  evidently  proved  by  the 
re-capture  of  Buenos  Ayres  to  have 
been  premature,  those  who  had  di- 
rected and  made  that  attempt  were 
unwilling  to  believe  or  admit,  that  the 
whole  population  of  the  country  was 
originally  hostile  to  us,  still  less  that 
they  had  become  hostile  from  any  tiling 
which  had  occurred  in  the  capture  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  or  during  the  period 
of  our  retaining  possession  of  it.  The 
first  admission  would  have  condemn- 
ed the  original  attack  as  ill  judged ' 
in  point  of  policy,  and  the  last  would 
have  implicated  the  conduct  of  those 
who  took  and  for  a  sho|t  time  kept 
possession  of  Buenos  Ayres.  Monte 
Video  had  been  represented  by  pre- 
sons  who  had  been  in  the  Plata,  to  be 
garrisoned  by  a  few  hundred  men,  two 
thirds  of  whom  were  stated  to  be  ready 
to  join  us,  and  persons  engaged  in  trade, 
more  particularly  the  South  Sea  whalers, 
who  were  anxious  to  establish  the  means 
of  having  an  outward  freight  of  the  ar- 
ticles of  this  country  ;  were  daily  sur- 
rounding ministers  with  representations 
of  the  state  of  the  country,   wiuch  from 
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(file  apparent  accuracy  unci  t!ie  supposed 
aulheiUicity  of  the  sources  from  which 
tlicy  were  derived,   it  was  aimostinipos- 
^i'ole  to  doubt.     The  verv  able  ofiicer 
who  ar(.|uired  so  much  distinction  in  the 
capture  of  Monte  Video,  went  out  under 
tliose   inipressiiins;    I  sailed  under  the 
same  impressions;  my  instructions,   to 
wiiich  I  must  call  the  attention  of  the 
Court,  wer<?  founded  on  the  iufornvation 
I  have  detailed.     Jt  is  supposed  ia  my 
instructions  tliat  after  ejecting  my  first 
o|jject,  I  might  safely  part  with  a  pro- 
portion of  tiie  force  uiuler   my  com- 
mand, and  retain  only  about  eight  tiiou- 
sand,  which  it  was  supposed  must  in  any 
case,  in  addition  to  such  troops  as  I 
might   raise  in  the  country,  be  amply 
suflicient  to  conquer  and  keep  posses- 
sion of  the  country  ;  for  sucli  had  been 
the   misreprifseiitations  to  (Jovcrnment 
upon  this  :^ul)iect,  that  it  was  supposed 
lliat  a  considei  able  force  of  this  descrip- 
tion might  with  safety  be  established.   I 
"was  directed,  as  tJie  Court  v.iil  have  ob- 
served, to  use  precaution  as  to  tiie  rais- 
ing of  this  local  force,  and  particularly 
to  take  care  that  one  third  of  eacli  rank 
■of  oflicers  should    be   British,    and  to 
select  the  description  and  classes  out  of 
which  it  was  to  be  formed:  but  subject 
to  these  precautions  it  was  conceived 
and  so  stated  in  my  instructions,  that 
fnuch  aid   might  <^e   derived   from  this 
source   towards  securing  his   Majesty's 
possessions  in  that  quarter,  and  avoiding 
at  the  same  time  the  necessity  of  too 
large  a  demar.d  on  the  regular  forces  of 
this  country,  ([  use  the  veiy  words  of 
.t*he  instructions;)  such  as  the  Court  will 
laave  seen  was   the   impression  in  this 
country  on  my  appoiiitmei;t  to  the  com- 
mand— what  was  the  actual  situation  of 
the  country  on  my  arrival? 

I  naturally  resorted  to  the  very  .able 
and  experienced  officer  wlio  co.'.unand- 
ed  at  Monte  Video,  and  who  had  diU- 
gently  employed  himself  in  acquiring 
every  possible  information  upon  thi^- 
subject.  1  found  that  iu  the  course  of 
Jiis  operations  ag.jnst  Monte  Video  and 
alter  its  capture,  he  had  every  reason  to 
believe,  that  the  people  were,  without 
exception  ijiimicuJ  to  us ;  that  ])re- 
vious  to  the  surrender  of  Monte  Video 
I;l'  coula  place  no  <  on^^d^^nce  in  any  iu- 
ti#rsratiOiJ  he  rcc'jived,  aad  that  after  its 


capture,  a  sirllen  sltence  pervaded  evrry 
rank.  Hut  he  also  found  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  however  inimical  they  w<rre 
to  us,  they  were  still  more  so  to  then.' 
present  government,  lor  upon  reports  ar- 
riving at  Monte  Video,  wiiicii  afterwards 
prov(;d  false,  of  the  abolition  of  the 
Court  of  Audienza,  the  setting  a^jide^of 
tiie  King's  authority,  and  not  Jioisting  the 
Spanish  colour>i  ;  those  who  had  before, 
appeared  iiostile  and  inveterate,  now 
pressed  him  to  advance  a  corps  t-o 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  a-sured  him  tliat  if 
he  would  acknowledge  their  indepen- 
dence, and  promise  them  the  prolec^tioa 
of  the  English  govern nie^nt,  tiie  place 
would  submit. 

The  escape  of  General  Bcresford  aad 
Coloiiel  Fai  k,  proved  these  reports  to  be 
false;  b^t  it  was  ascertained,  that  the 
Viceroy  had  been  made  j.Tisoner  by  his 
own  people,  and  tliat  thecity  wasaprcj 
to  disorder  and  tumult. 

A  hope  that  this  disorder  miglit  aid 
our  views,  induced  Sir  S.  Auchmuty  to 
write  to  those  wiio  posses-^ed  the  su- 
preme authority  in  Buenos  Ayres. 

His  letter  was  ajiswered  by  General 
Liniers,  tlie  Andienza  and  the  Cab'Jdo, 
— Geneial  Liniers  concludes  Kh  letier 
with  tlusG  words:  "  f  have  only  furt.^ier 
"  to  ob-ierve,  that  the  d.etennination  'of 
*'  the  people,  as  has  been  represented  by 
"  their  m:igistrates,  is  irrevocable  ;  they 
*' are  resolved  to  defend  themselves  to 
"  the  last  extremity,  and  prepared  to 
'*  make  their  defence  memorable. 

"  Your  excellencies  will,  therefore, 
"  avoid  making  any  further  o.l'ers,  for, 
"  be  assured,  that  no  answer  will  be  re- 
"  turned,  and  that  notlung  but  force  catx 
"  decidf  our  fate. 

"  The  Audienza  say,  the  offer  your 
"  excellericies  now  make  us,  of  ouf 
"  laws,  rtligiou,  and  prouLTty,  un- 
''  der  tiie  protection  of  the  English  go- 
"  vcrnmciit,  is  conformable  to  the  con- 
"  duct  held  bv  .Major-.iieneral  Beresft>rcl;. 
"  it  is  an  oflence  against  the  h''5;!i  h.'- 
"  nour  of  our  nation,  and  v  e  uiider- 
"  stand  it  as  suCii  ;  Spaniards  only  var 
"  lue  their  property  and  their  livfs,  th  t 
'•■  they  may  employ  tiiein  in  the  service 
"  of  their  king." 

"  'i  he  people  of  Buenos  Avne-,  ;'re 
tiicmost  faithtu!  to  their  sovereig^i  or  av.y 
who  aoki:ov,  ledge  lus    dGiniaiop,    ;ui'i 
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feel  themselves  happy  lo  be  under  it, 
and  aro  anxious  to  sacrifice  every  thing 
in  proof  of  their  loyalty. 

"  The  numerous  troops  which  we  have 
here,  are  prepared  and  disposed  toniaii.e 
the  most  vigorous  defence,  and  the  pre- 
inatu'"e  proposals  with  which  your  ex- 
ceilejicies  have  endeavoured  to  weaken 
their  love  for  their  king,  have  produced 
no  otlier  effect  tl;an  that  of  indignation, 
which  will  impress  every  one  w;th  en- 
ergy to  resist  any  attempt  to  destroy 
their  happiness. 

"  The  Cabildo  state  ;  we  are  prepared 
to  spill  the  List  dr()p  of  our  blood  to 
prove  to  the  world  tliat  we  are  good  sub- 
jects and  true  Spaniards,  and  that  we 
are  Covers  of  liumanity,  even  towards 
those  who,  off  the  Cape  St.  Mary,  vio- 
lated it  in  the  manner  which  was  wit- 
nessed by  the  whole  universe." 

I  would  not  cjuote  the  answer  of  a  ge- 
neral, or  of  public  bodies  to  such  a  letter 
in  proof  of  their  sentiments,  if  every  sub- 
sequent intercourse  and  event  had  not 
shewn,  that  in  enmity  towai'ds  us,  thev 
too  truly  expressed  tlie  real  feelings  of 
the  writers,  and  disposition  of  the  coun- 
try. 

They  are  unanimous  in  their  deter- 
minations, and  so  they  proved  to  be  in 
their  conduct  towards  us. 

Sir  Samuel  Auchmutv  found  that  there 
were  two  parties  in  the  city, 

The  party  in  power  were  mostly  na- 
tives of  Spain,  in  the  pi  incipal  offices  of 
church  and  state,  and  devoted  to  the 
Spanish  governnjent,  and  accordingly 
the  court  will  observe,  that  the  ground 
of  rejection  of  Sir  Samuel  Auchmut\'s 
proposals  by  the  Audienza  was  deter- 
mined loyalty,  a  sentiment  that  is 
scarcely  alluded  to  in  the  letters  of  Gene- 
ral Timers  or  tiie  Cabildo. 

It  had  been  their  policy  to  inflame 
the  minds  of  the  lower  order  against  the 
English,  by  every  spe«cies  of  exaggera- 
tion and  falsehood,  and  to  lead  them  to 
such  acts  of  atrocity  as  might  preclude 
the  possibility  of  any  communication 
with  us. 

From  a  consciousness  that  similarly  si- 
tuated, they  would  breathe  nothing  but 
revenge,  they  expected  no  mercy,  and 
were  become  desperate  and  determined. 

The  second  party  consi  ted  of  natives 
of  the    country,  with   some    Spaniards 


settled  in  it.  Tlie  disposilion  of  the  mo- 
ther country  had  made  them  most  an- 
xious io  shake  off  tlie  Spanish  yoke,  and 
though  from  their  ignorance,  their  want 
of  morals,  and  the  barbarity  of  their 
disposition,  they  were  totally  uniit  to 
goveni  themselves,  thev  aimed  at  follow- 
ing the  steps  of  the  North  Americans, 
and  erecting  an  independent  state.  If 
we  would  promise  them  independence, 
they  would  inslantlv  revolt  against  the 
government,  and  join  us  with  the  great 
mass  of  the  inhabitants.  But  though  no- 
thing less  than  independence  would  per- 
fectly satisfy  them,  they  would  prefer 
our  government  either  to  their  present 
anarchy,  or  to  the  Spanish  yoke,  provid- 
ed we  would  promise  not  to  give  up  the 
country  to  Spain  at  a  peace  ;  but  until 
sucli  a  promise  was  made,  we  must  ex- 
pect to  rind  tiieni  open  or  secret  ene- 
mies. 

Such  was  tlie  information  I  received 
from  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty,  which  I 
liave  detailed  in  the  very  words  in  which 
he  had  shortly  before  my  arrival  com- 
municated it  to  the  Government  here, 
and  which  1  use,  because  I  could  not  so 
dearly,  so  forcibly,  or  so  concisely  state 
it  in  other  language.  Every  day  pro- 
duced occurrences  which  tended  to  con- 
firm the  truth  and  accuracy  of  this  ac- 
count. We  were  unable  to  obtain  intel- 
ligence upon  which  we  could  place  the 
least  dependence :  we  could  neithjer 
procure  guides  nor  accurate  accounts  of 
the  country  for  our  future  operations. 
Force  procured  us  all  we  possessed; 
good  will  nothing ;  and  but  for  some  ac- 
cidental circumstances  which  threw  in 
our  way  two  or  three  persons  who  had 
some  slight  knowledge  of  the  country, 
we  should  have  been  wholly  destitute  of 
any  information  whatever.  The  evidence 
which  has  been  given  (second  charge) 
has  shewn  hov/  very  scanty  our  sources 
(if  information  were. 

I  have  gone  at  considerable  length 
into  these  preliminary  points ;  but  as 
without  an  accurate  knowledge  upon 
this  subject,  no  fair  estimate  can  be 
made,  either  of  the  difficulties  which  I 
had  to  ent\  ■inter,  or  of  the  circumstan- 
ces and  niolives  which  ultimately  guided 
my  decision;  I  feel  satisfied  that  the 
Court  will  forgive  my  thus  trespassing 
upon  their  time  and  attention.    Every 
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thing  to  me  in  life  is  at  stake  upon  the 
issue  of  this  investigation.  I  have  been 
the  object  of  virulent  attacks  and  in- 
ti'mptrate  observations,  and  I  am  too 
well  aware  that  the  clamours  which  have 
been  raised  and  kept  alive  by  the  inte- 
rested and  disappointed  may  have  pro- 
duced considerable  improisious  upon  tiie 
minds  of  some  upon  whom  prejudices 
and  popular  outcry  ought  not  to  ope- 
rate. If  these  attacks  and  clamours 
had  been  contined  only  to  the  interested 
and  disappointed,  I  should  have  disre- 
garded ttiem  as  the  offspring  of  mean 
and  selHsh  passions ;  for  I  know  the 
sources  from  wiiich  many  of  them  spring, 
and  the  causes  which  had  produced 
them.  Needy  adventurers,  eitlier  spe- 
culating on  tlieir  own  account,  or  as 
agents  for  others  who  had  looked  to  our 
intercourse  willi  South  America  as  a 
source  of  unbounded  wealth,  found  tiicir 
sanguine  expectation  again  def  ated. 
Many  who  had  looked  to  situation  and 
employments  in  the  newly-acquired  ter- 
ritories, saw  the  termination  of  all  their 
hopes  and  prospects.  All  these  descrip- 
tions, and  they  were  numerous,  consi- 
dered the  person  who  had  given  up 
South  America  as  a  personal  enemy,  as 
the  destroyer  of  ail  their  hopes  and  pros- 
pects, ancf  few  had  either  the  informa- 
tion, or  the  means  necessary  to  as- 
certain whether  their  disappointment 
arose  from  the  fallacy  of  their  own  hopes 
and  speculations,  even  in  the  event  of 
the  success  of  the  expedition,  or  from  the 
failure  itself;  still  less  were  they  inclined 
io  submit  to  any  personal  sacrifices  for 
any  object  of  public  interest.  1  wish  to 
except  from  these  observations  many 
respectable  merehants  and  individuals 
who  were  actuated  by  very  dilferent 
feelings,  and  towards  myself  have  pur- 
sued a  very  ditferent  line  of  comduct 
I  cannot,  and  I  should  be  uiiworihy  of 
the  situation  and  rank  1  have  lilled  in 
life  if  I  could,  be  inditterent  to  public 
opinion.  I  am  well  aware  that  a  verv 
general  irritation  has  been  produced 
upon  this  subject,  and  I  know  that  tliis 
feeling  has  been  increased,  if  it  has  not 
in  a  great  measure  been  e.'fcited,  by  a 
false  estimate  of  the  value  of  wi)at  might 
have  been  gained,  and  of  what  has  been 
lost.  I  have  hitherto  from  motives  of 
duty  refrained     from    discussing    this 


general  point  of  the  subject,  however 
much  it  might  have  tended  to 
allay  the  feeling  which  has  been  ex- 
cited ;  and,  I  trust,  the  Court  therefore 
will  forgive  the  anxiety  I  have  felt  to 
enter  particularly  into  it  now. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  the  chaiges; 
the  Court  will  see  the  application  of 
these  preliminary  remarks,  and,  I  trust, 
feel  then-  importance,  in  tiie  future  con- 
sideration of  this  case. 

I  am  most  anxious  not  to  trouble  the 
Court  with  irrelevant  or  unimportant 
details,  more  particularly  as  the  lengtlj 
at  which  1  have  already  been  obliged  to 
comment  on  preliminary  points,  and  at 
wliich  I  must  observe  upon  the  really 
important  parts  of  the  case,  must  neces- 
sarily'induce  a  wish  not  to  occupy  the 
time  of  the  Court  on  inferior  considera- 
tions. In  considering  these  details,  I  feel 
under  a  difficulty  imposed  upon  me  by 
the  manner  in  which  some  of  these  points 
have  been  stated,  and  apparently  pressed 
with  eagerness,  when  I  objected  and 
afterwards  forgotten.  I  will  endeavour, 
however,  shortly  to  observe  upon  those 
which  do  not  seem  to  have  been  wholly 
dropl  in  the  order  of  time  in  which  they 
occur,  as  that  course  will  best  enable  the 
Court  to  pursue  the  subject  in  a  connect- 
detail,  and  in  this  view  I  will  first  dis- 
pose of  that  part  of  the  subject  which 
relate^  to  the  time  of  year  chosen  and 
the  preparations  made  before  I  left 
Monte  \  ideo.  If  in  adverting  to  any  of 
the  subjects,  I  occupy  the  time  of  the 
Court  upon  points  on  whicli  they  are 
already  satisfied,  I  trust  it  will  be  attri- 
buted to  the  course  pursued  in  the  prose- 
cution, and  the  impossibility  of  my  as- 
certaining whether  any  impression  ha5 
been  made  by  t!iem  or  not.  i  will 
candidly  tell  tlie  Court  the  motives  which 
led  to  each  determination,  and  the  many 
cases  to  a  choice  betM  ten  opposing  diffi- 
culties, not  contending  that  in  every 
instance  the  choice  I  irude,  even  upon 
the  view  of  the  subject  presented  to  me 
at  the  time,  was  the  best :  for  it  would 
be  the  height  of  presiunption  in  me  to 
do  so,  still  less  that  subsequent  experi- 
ence and  consideration  and  events  may 
not  have  proved,  tiiat  I  might  i  i  many 
instances  have  adopted  better  measures. 
But  it  will,  I  trust,  appear  to  tiie  Court, 
from  the  detail  which  1  am  about  to  give, 
A.^ 
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and  the  •evidence  to  whkh  I  shall  refer 
ia  support  of  my  statement,  that  I  have 
been  actuated  by  a  zealous  wisli  to  per- 
form my  liiity,  and  so  far  from  objli- 
ijateJy  pursuing  ha'^iy  preconceived  opi- 
nions of  my  own,  have  in  all  cases  availed 
myself  of  the  local  knowledge  of  otiiers, 
dclermiued.uuliappily  fer  myself  in  some 
instances,  as  I  thoiigiit  circuuistances 
compelle<l  me  to  do,  even  ag  «.i3t  my 
own  judgment. 

I  expected  on  my  arrival  to  find  a  larce 
proportion  of  tlie  inhabitants  prepared  to 
aid  our  views ;  accurate  information  for 
the  arrangement  of  future  operations 
arising  from  friendly  inlercour-e  willi 
them,  and  the  body  of  cavalry  formed, 
or  at  least  the  means  of  forming  it.  1 
tbund  a  country  completely  hostile,  in 
which  we  could  not  by  conciliation  or 
interest  procure  a  friend,  either  to  assist 
or  advise  us,  or  afford  tlie  slightest  infor- 
mation ;  horses,  but  no  adei|uate  means 
of  feeding  them  ;  and  wJiich  therefore, 
though  well  adapted  for  tl^e  arnud  inha- 
bitants who  turn  them  out  wl;en  tired, 
and  take  others,  could  not,  until  time  and 
possession  had  matured  a  new  system, 
form  an  effective  body  of  cavalry. 

No  one  circumstance  accorded  with 
the  informatioii  I  had  received,  or  by 
which  1  was  directed  .to  act  by  my  in- 
stnictions.  TJie  same  causes  operated 
both  to  lessen  the  resources  wb.ich  were 
considered  as  available  by  tliose  who 
sent  me,  and  to  increase  tiie  obstacles 
which  were  to  be  overcome  by  the  means 
•within  my  reacli.  1  immediately  began 
to  make  the  most  active  exertions  to 
counteract  the  effect  of  these  disap- 
pointments; directed  steps  to  be  taken 
by  General  Lumley  for  increasing  our 
cavalry;  and  the  most  unremiuing  ef- 
forts to  be  made  at  an  unusual  expence 
by  the  deputy-conmiissary,  who  had 
been  some  time  resident  in  the  country, 
to  procure  grain,  particularly  for  feeding 
and  improving  tlie  effective  contlition  of 
cavalry  ;  ordered  positions  to  be  con- 
structed, and  every  other  preparation 
which  occurred  to  myself,  or  was  sug- 
gested by  the  experience  of  others  ;  and 
it  has  neither  been  stated,  nor  attempted 
to  be  proved,  that  I  either  neglected 
any  suggestion  on  that  head,  or  failed 
in  giving  every  facility  and  encourage- 
»)ent  to  tlie  different  departments  con- 


nected with  our  preparations.  The  direct 
contrary  has  been  proved  by  the  officers 
of  cavalry  and  artillery  as  to  their  de- 
j>artments,  and  I  can  hardly  think  that 
tlie  evidence  of  the  commissary-general, 
who  had  been  only  a  few  days  in  the 
country  and  possessed  no  local  know- 
ledge to  make  up  for  want  of  former 
experience  in  active  services  would  prove 
any  failure  on  tliat  heiid,  to  whicii,  how« 
ever,  1  will  more  particularly  advert 
hereafter. 

The  lirst  subject  of  consideration  was 
the  season  of  the  year  ;  on  full  consi- 
der^ition  I  iinally  determined  upon  at- 
tacking Buenos  A\res,  before  tiie  winter 
season  of  rains,  to  which  1  was  induced 
by  many  motives.  I  knew  that  upon 
the  arrival  of  General  Craufurd,  I  should 
have  collected  all  the  force  which  I 
could  expect,  and  all  the  transports 
which  I  could  I'lOpe  to  procure  for  their 
conveyance.  Tlie  difficulttes  to  which 
I  have  alluded  were  not  such  as  could 
be  either  obviated  or  in  any  way  lessen- 
ed ;  delav,  therefore,  would  not  add  to 
our  means  of  attack,  while  the  exertions 
of  the  enemy  would  be  increased  fuoui 
day  to  day,  and  more  particularly  when 
they  heard  of  the  accession  of  our  force 
by  ths  troops  under  General  Craufurd. 
It  appeared  therefore  to  me,  and  those 
whoni  1  consulted,  that  it  was  most 
advisable  to  make  every  necessary  pre- 
parations before  the  arrival  of  General 
Craufurd,  and  commence  our  opera- 
tions as  soon  as  he  joined;  and  in  order 
that  1  might  lose  no  time,  and  might 
reaeh  Huenos  Ayres  before  the  rains 
comm<iiced,  horses,  stores,,  and  troops 
were,  as  has  appeared  in  evidence,  em- 
barked tiie  moment  we  heard  of  his  arri- 
val in  the  rieur  Plata,  l^niortunalely 
contrary  winds  detaiiied  liijn  until  the  , 
api>roach  of  the  rainswas  daily  expected,  j 
but  still  hoping  to  acconiplisij  our  main  1 
object,  and  al  the  same  time  put  the 
troops  under  cover,  which  could  only  be 
done  at  BuenosAyres,  forat  Monte  Video 
we  must  either  have  turned  out  tlie  Iht 
habitants,  or  ( recte'd  barracks  for  that 
purpose.  Before  I  quit  Monte  Video  I 
must  advert  to  circumstances  which  have 
been  proved,  as  to  the  ccjuipments  of  the 
cavalrv.  Upon  this  subjtjct,  1  must  refer 
tiie  Court  to  the,  orders  given  for  the  re- 
ductioji  of  baggage^  dated  the  3d  ami 
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llthiiHie.  When  the  Court  considt-rs 
ow  limited  means  of  conveyance  lor 
horses  acro-;s  the  river,  ?nd  the  inerti- 
cieiicy  of  tliose  we  could  convey,  ti.o  re- 
duction of  the  baggage  cannot  be  thought 
a  matter  of  trilling  importance.  I  re- 
quest the  Court  to  compare  the  evi- 
dence which  has  been  given  upon  the 
subject  of  those  equip'.r.onts  with  the 
orders.  It  has  appeared,  that  I  directed 
olVicers,  and  General  Lumley  in  piirti- 
cular,  to  communicate  with  my  second 
in  commzmd,  upon  the  details  of  the 
army,  particidarly  relating  to  tlie  ca- 
valry. A  dispute  arose  at  ai>eriod  when 
unanimity  was  most  essential  hetw«'en 
my  secoud  in  commaiul  and  General 
Lumley,  which  is  referred  tt>  me.  I 
had  uo  knowledge  of  what  had  previously 
passed,  nor  can  the  languatre  used  wilh 
reference  to  the  King's  regulations,  af- 
fect me.  1  directed  the  former  orders 
to  be  carried  into  execution,  but  am  I 
criminally  answerable  for  the  mode  of 
carrying  them  into  execution  ?  I  was 
wholly  ignorant  of  any  thing  which  pass- 
ed, except  as  it  related  to  the  general 
orders  for  lessening  baggage,  upon  which 
I  certainly  felt  some  anxiety  ,and  I  am 
salistied  that  the  Court  will  see  that  the 
precepitatiou  or  want  of  care,  if  there 
was  any  with  which  the  order  was  ex- 
ecuted, or  any  harshness  in  the  manner 
of  doiiig  it,  could  not  impeach  nie,  even 
if  it  had  affected  our  preparations  for 
crossing  the  river,  which  it  is  distinctly 
in  proof  it  did  not,  for  we  carried  com- 
plete equipments  for  all  the  dismounted 
cavalry  in  the  country.  In  fact,  I  I  do 
ijot  even  recollect  ever  to  have  iieard  the 
detail  winch  has  been  given  in  court 
upon  this  subject. 

Tiiat  I  wu>  inattentive  to  the  cavalry  has 
been  completely  disproved  by  (jeneral 
Lumley,  who  expressly  states  that  I  af- 
forded everj'  facility,  and  encouraged 
every  exertion  upon  that  subject:  the 
jiext,  and  indeed  the  most  imp<K(ant  part 
Qf  the  subject,  a-;  connected  with  prepa- 
ratory details,  is  tluit  relating  to  the  ma- 
nagement of  a  supply  of  provisions  upon 
vvhich  the  Comuii^sary-gt'neral  seems  to 
have  considered  himself  not  sufticiently 
consulted  by  me,  and,  in  some  instances, 
misled  by  the  Quarter-master-general, 
who  was  particularly  directed  to  advise 
ajid  assist  him,  us  I  found  he  had  been  in 


the  Commrssaiy -general's  department 
at  home,  and  not  on  active  service,  and 
fron^  his  late  arrival  with  General  Crau- 
furd  could  have  no  local  knowledge;  and 
the  preparations  as  to  the  quaiitity  of 
prov)sions  to  be  carried  by  the  rictualters 
and  transports,  and  tlie  la';so-men  had 
been  made  by  tiie  deputy  commissary, 
\Hio  had  been  long  resident  in  the  coun- 
try. Tt)e  Com!niss.'\ry  has  stated,  that 
he  provided  and  carried  six  light  carts 
and  mules,  which,  it  has  been  proved, 
are  more  used  tor  draught  in  that  coun- 
try than  horses,  which  was,  as  I  think  I 
will  shew  to  the  Court,  the  only  a(^i- 
tional  preparation  which,  with  refereVice 
to  our  means  of  eonveyance  and  the  ob- 
jects in  view,  could  be  necessary  in  ad- 
dition to  those  made  before  Mr.  Bul- 
lock's arrival,  and  as  1  shall  have  occa- 
sion to  call  Lieutenant-colonel  Bourke 
on  my  <lefence,  I  must  certainly,  injus- 
tice to  him,  ask  some  questions  upon 
pirl  of  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Bullock, 
wiiich  has  as  much  excited  my  astonish- 
ment as  it  mitet  have  done  that  of  the 
Court,  namely,  as  to  the  distance  of 
the  place  of  our  landing  from  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  the  supposition  of  the  army 
re-embarking.  In  order  to  apply  the 
facts  proved  to  our  situation  and  to  my 
conduct,  I  will  shortly  state  to  the  Court 
the  impresMon  under  which  I  acted,  and 
the  rea'-on  for  no  more  preparatory  ar- 
rangements being  made,  and  will  shortly 
advert  to  what  has  been  proved  to  have 
actually  taken  place  upon  this  part  of 
the  case.  It  has  been  proved  that  my 
original  intention  was  to  take  a  position 
to  the  westward  of  the  town,  that  is,  on 
the  heights  of  the  Kecolita,  with  my  left 
to  the  Plata,  and  thus  communicate  witk 
the  fled,  and  land  provisions  and  stores, 
and  if  our  iutelligenee  as  to  the  landing- 
place,  and  swamp,  and  road  to  Buenos 
Ayres,  had  proved  correct,  the  provi- 
sions landed  would  probably  have  been 
sufficient  until  we  had  reached  that 
point.  But  I  was  aKo  certain  of  a  point  of 
communicalion  with  tlie  Hcet  on  the 
march  at  Quilnies  and  Reduction,  for 
tiiough  Quilincs  might  not  be  an  eligible 
place  to  land,  with  the  enemy  in  posses- 
sion of  the  heights  alx)ve  with  artillery, 
still  it  was  obvious,  that  as  soon  as  we 
were  in  possession  of  Keduction  we  cotild 
communicate  with  the  fleet,  and  get  pro- 


ISO 


I3EFSNCB. 


visions    in    various    ways   through    the 
march,  even  if  it  was  inipracticable  for 
horses  and  artillery,  which,  on  examina- 
tion by  one  of  the  officers  of  the  staif,  it 
in  fact  proved  to  be.     I  had  accordingly 
made  no  particnlar  arrangements  as  to 
the  march,  but  by  procuring  all  the  lasso- 
men  we  could  get,  and  taking  the  light 
carts  provided  by  the  Commissary.  Ar- 
rangements in  relation  to  the  supply  of 
the  army,  independent  of  the  fleet,  we 
could  not  make  until  we  arrived  on  that 
sideofthe  Plata,  but  it  was  known  that  we 
could  have  no  difficulty  procuiingabuiid- 
ance  ofcatlle.  In  conformity  with  this  idea, 
the  fleet  was  to  look  for  us  at  Quilmes, 
and  if  we  passed,  to  go  to  the  westward 
oftlietown;  and  Admiral   Murray  ac- 
cordingly landed  an  officer  to  join  me 
at  Quilmes  on  the  1st,  who  carried  off 
orders  for  a  supply  of  provisions  on  the 
2d  ;  but  in  addition  to  this,  I  directed  as 
an  additional  precaution,  that  pack-sad- 
dles should  be  carried  for  horses,  in  or- 
der as  our  means  of  transport  for  horses 
did  not  allow  of  our  giving  a  separate 
establishment  of  horses  for  the  commis- 
sar)-, that  I  might  transfer  a  portion  of 
the  mounted  dragoons  to  the  Commis- 
sariate,  in  case  it  became  necessary  for 
the  marcii  upon  our  landing,   as  to  the 
iiacility  of  which  also  we  had  been  mis- 
informed.   I  found  the  swamp  presented 
so  serious  an  obstacle,  as  to  make  it  a 
work  of  considerable  labour,  difiicuUy, 
and  time,  to  assemble  the  army  with 
artillery  on    the  heights   of   Barragon. 
The  men  also  lost  much  of  their  biscuit, 
which  was  spoiled  in  crossing  the  swamp 
from  its    depth,  and    I    found    myself 
obliged  immediately  to  land  thr(;e  days' 
provisions,  in  addition  to  the  tlwee  days 
carried  by  the  men  ready  cooked,  which 
1  had  ordered  to   be  in  readiness, '  in 
case  it  might  be  wanted  with  tlie  pack- 
saddles  and  the  dragoons,  to  attend  their 
horses  to  escort  the  Comn\issary  until 
the  provisions  were  expended,  and  they 
could  again  remount.     I  had  before  or- 
dered small  casks  to  be  provided  by  the 
.  ditiferent  regiments  for  conveying  spirits. 
The  Court  have  heard  the  swamp  de- 
scribed by  officers  who  have  served  in 
other   countries.      It  has  been  proved, 
that  five   of  the  guns,  notwithstanding 
every  exertion,  were  left  iu  it ;  that  the 
fight  carts  belonging  to  the  Cmmnissary 


with  tlie  spirits  could  not   be  brought         ; 
through  the  swamp,   and  that  in  the  at- 
tempt all   the  casks  except  one  were 
staved,  and  that  almost  all  the  provisions 
and  many  of  the  horses,  were  lost  iathe 
attempt  to  pass  it.     When  the  Court  ad- 
vert to  the  intelligence  which  1  had  re- 
ceived as  to  tht-  landing,  and  swamp,  and 
road  to  Buenos  Ayres,  the  reasons  I  had 
from  the  use  made  of  Ensinada  and  Bar- 
ragon, as  a  port  of  embarkation,  to  sup- 
pose tl'iat  information  to  be  correct,  and        { 
the  evidence  wliich  after  a  long  invest!-         , 
gation,  has  in  detached  parts  been  given        ; 
upon  the  subject  of  these  preparations,         ■ 
I  cannot  but  natter  myself  that  no  blame 
can  be  imputed  to  me  on  these  points,  as 
far  as  they  apply  to  preparatory  arrange- 
ments, and  I  should  not  do  justice  to        j 
Lieute»ant -colonel  Bourke,  or  to  Cap- 
tain Fraser  of  the  artillery,  or  those  em- 
ployed in  surmounting  the  obstacles  op- 
posed to  our  progress  by  the  swamp,  if  I       j 
did  not  say,  that  the  delay  in  reaching       ' 
the  heights  cannot  be  imputed  to  them, 
for  I  can,  with  truth  say,  that  more  zeal 
or  resource  was  never  shewn,  or  inde- 
fatigable execution  used  on  any  similar 
occasion.     It  is  with  some  reluctance 
that  I  enter  so  much  at  length  into  the 
subject,  or  advert  to  this  obstacle  of  tin) 
swamp,  or  those  wliich  occurred  after- 
wards upon  the  march  of  a  similar  de- 
scription ;  but  it  should  not  be  supposed, 
that  I  either  then   or  now  considered 
these  as  obstacles  of  any  real  import- 
ance in   the  gieat  scale  of  our  opera- 
tions. !  wish  to  be  understood  as  not 
havmg  Viewed  them  in  that  light  at  the 
time,  and  as  not  viewing  them  in   that 
way  now. 

I  am  unavoidably  drawn  to  enter  into 
these  details,  and  to  appear  to  attach 
importance  to  matters  of  very  tritiing 
comparative  moment,  to  those  which 
you  are  called  upon  to  consider,  by  the 
conduct  of  the  prosecution,  and  the 
consequence  that  has  been  given  to  the 
inferior  arrangements,  by  tiie  mode  in 
which  it  has  beeii  pressed,  and  the  time 
they  have  occupied  ;  I  use  them  only  for 
tlie  purpose  of  proving  that  the  countrv, 
with  reference  to  some  oi  those  localities, 
is  dilifereut  from  all  others  in  which  our 
armies  have  before  served ;  and  that 
with  respect  therefore,  to  various  cir- 
cumstances connfcted  with  our  move- 
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tnents  and  inferior  details,  rules  appli- 
cable to  other  countries,  do  not  apply. 
How  tar  it  was  either  necessary,  pro[)cr, 
or  called  for  in  a  c;ise  ottliis  description, 
to  enter  into  a  history  of  all  those  details, 
is  not  for  me  to  judge,  I  ain  bound  to 
meet  every  accusation,  and  to  repel 
every  imputation  wiiich  is  attempted  to 
be  cast  upon  me;  and  I  n-lv  on  the  can- 
dour of  the  Court  for  excusing  my  occu- 
py uig  their  time  so  long  in  those  parts  of 
the  case. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  exertion  which 
could  be  made,  the  artillery  which  pro- 
ceeded with  the  main  body  did  n'ot  reach 
the  iieights  until  tiie  f?<Jlh,'and  the  whole 
of  the  army  and  remaining  artillery  (not 
left  in  the  swampi)  did  not  arrive  on  the 
heights  until  the  evening  of  the  30th. 
In  consequence  of  all  these  losses  of 
provisions,  I  was  well  aware  tliat  the  men 
would  have  to  suffer  many  privations, 
and  1  well  knew  that  in  ail  sucli  cases, 
those  who  suffer,  consider  every  dif- 
ficulty they  are  called  u|x)n  to  en- 
counter, and  every  hardship  tiiey  en- 
dure, as  proofs  of  the  neglect  of  those 
above  them,  and  that  to  a  want  of  ranh- 
dence  in  the  General,  to  whose  failure 
in  arrangements  all  these  privations  and 
difficulties  are  imputed  (as  every  body, 
after  such  occurrences,  is  fertile  m  expe- 
dients which  woulil  have  obviated  them) 
rs  the  inevitable  consequence.  In  this 
point  of  view  only,  could  they  be  of  any 
importance  in  this  case.  That  they  did 
produce  a  great  and  very  prejudicial 
eJTfect  I  am  aware,  and  that  eiVcci,  was 
encreased  by  the  sub'-equtnt  failure  of 
our  attack,  and  the  operation  of  these 
causes  in  guiding  the  opinions  of  others 
to  the  conclusion  which  led  to  the  final 
result.  This  unfortunate  circumstance 
I  have  cause,  more  than  all  other^,  to 
deplore.  As  far,  tlierefore,  as  they  are 
explanatory  upon  this  point,  1  have  to 
thank  the  prosecutor  for  having  intro* 
duced  the  subject,  for  I  trust  the  Court 
will  be  satislied  that  no  iilanie  or  neglect 
is  imputable  to  me  qji  this  ground. 

I  gave  orders,  with  respect  to  the  com- 
missary's department,  which  will  be  read, 
and,  in  part,  found  before  I  left  the 
heights,  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  procuring  a  plentiful  supply  of  cattle 
and  sheep,  and  the  Court  have  heard 
froiu  Colouei  Nujjent,  that  in  cens<< 


quence  of  my  request,  that  he  would 
send  out  a  for.gin^  parlv,  he  volunteered 
that  duty,  ami  bir.ught  in  about  four 
thou-and  sheep  on  the  morning  of 
the  30th,  upon  which  the  Commissary 
dehbeiately  expressed  his  doubts  as  to 
their  affording  a  sullicient  supply  for  an 
army  of  8000  for  two  days. 

Hut  the  Commissary  himself  after- 
wards states,  that  there  was  an  ample 
supply  of  cattle  and  sheep  procured  at 
the  farm-houses  and  by  foraging  parties. 
\'>  eknew  alsotliat  the  march  to  the  point 
where  we  couUl  again  communicate  with 
the  Heet  could  only  occupy  two  days, 
and  had  no  reason  to  entertain  any  ap- 
preliension  on  this  head. 

Before  1  quit  this  subject  I  must  ad- 
vert to  the -complaint,  I  may  almost  call 
it,  of  one  of  the  general  ollicers  upon 
the  subject  of  camp-kettles,  lasso- 
men  and  want  of  spirits,  upon  the  first.  I 
have  only  to  remind  tiie  Court  that  the 
observation  of  Hrigadier-general  Crau- 
furd  would  have  been  applicable  to  the 
old  camp  kettles,  but  was  quite  misap- 
plicable  to  those  now  in  use,  wincii  can- 
not be  carried  by  the  men:  we  had  only 
one  very  small  light  cart  with  the  army, 
for  those  brought  by  the  Commissary, 
though  built  light  for  the  purpose,  could 
not  be  got  through  the  swamp,  and  as 
the  men  carried  three  days  provision 
rcadv  cooked,  and  the  Commissary  was 
to  have  had  three  days  more,  and  we 
were  to  communicate  with  the  fleet,  and 
expected  to  reach  Buenos  Ayres  before 
the  provisions  carried  by  the  men  were 
expended,  and  knew  we  could  procure 
abundance,  meat  and  camp-kettles, 
tiierifoie  would,  with  our  limited  means 
ot  convi-vance,  have  been,  in  my  opi- 
nion, an  improper  incumbrance.  The 
complaint  of  want  of  la-sn-mcn  would 
huNe  been  rather  singular,  as  coming 
from  the  bodv  of  the  army,  having  the 
ritie  crops  and  ligiil  infantry  companies  : 
if  we  had  depentifd  upon  cattle,  which, 
in  fact,  we  did  not,  for  the  main  body, 
as  the  Court  have  heard,  found  no  want 
ot  sheep,  and  Colonel  Mahon  also  states 
that  his  division  lound  no  diffuulty  in 
procuring  cattle,  in  large  (|uantiiies, 
"  sheep  and  oxen  more  than  they  re- 
quired to  ^laughter,"  are  his  expressions, 
although  he  had,  as  appeared  on  his  evi- 
dence, ao  lassQ-men,  and  upon  the  sub- 


182 


DKFfcNCE. 


ject  of  spirits,  I  had  isjiied  orders  to 
liiive  small  casks  provided  ior  their  con- 
ycvancc,  and  tlie  Conunissary  has  shewn 
the  iniuraclicability  of  bringing  them 
forward.  I'hat  the  men  suliered  pri- 
vation^,  an  1  were  subject  to  considerable 
iucoiivfcpjence  from  the  weather  and 
Tk-ading  tiirough  the  rivulets,  and  from 
fatigue  and  want  of  !:.pirits,  and  were, 
trorn  long  confinemi-nt  on  board  of  ship, 
jioi  in  tiie  best  condition  to  encounter 
these  circumstances  I  well  know ;  but, 
wlien  all  these  circumstances  are  iu!!y 
ce««idered,  I  cannot  accuse  myself  of 
Ivaving  been  wanting  in  attention  to  their 
tircumstances,  or  of  any  failure  of  exer- 
tion in  endeavouring  to  remedy  them. 

1  will  now  advert  lo  the  march,  for  ex- 
plaining which  I  mu»t  again  avail  my- 
?eU'  ot  th6  recollection  of  the  Court  as 
to  tlje  nature  of  the  country  and  tlie 
«b-.tacles  w  hich  yjresented  themselves  ; 
thefacililies  it  afiorded  of  giving  to  the 
troops  accoramodaiion  both  of  provi- 
sioii  and  fuel,  the  fn^t  rendered  neceb.-,ar 
ly  by  the  losses  of  provision.  1  have 
been  describing  the  latter  both  for  cooking 
2Hd  fur  drying  men,  who  had,  on  each 
day's  march,  to  wade  thro>;gh  deep 
water,  an  object  of  attention  to  troops 
just  landed  alter  a  nine  jnonths'  voyage, 
and  the  nature  of  the  resistance  which 
Gotvld  be  opposed  to  u?  by  the  enemy. 
Tlvese  .  and  other  considerations  com- 
bined, which  1  will  state,  iiidiiced  me  IQ 
adept  the  arrangement  of  dividing  the 
army  in  the  manner  wliich  has  been  de- 
tailed. Wliether  I  adopted  tlie  best 
mode  of  proceeding,  or,  if  I  did  isot, 
whether  any  such  degree  of  culpabdiiy 
can  attach  to  ineon  tliis  head,  as  to  have 
jnstilied  the  making  ot  it  a  subject  of 
elaborate  evidence,  will  be  for  the  Court 
to  judge.  Kstanious  or  farms  occur,  at 
sliort  intervals,  from  Earragcii  lo  Btieno-; 
Ayres  along  the  edge  of  the  heiglits  iibove 
tl;e  swamp;  but  these  farms  do  not  ex- 
tend into  the  country  to  the  soutii-vvest, 
so  as  to  have  tnabkd  us  to  march- 
in  more  than  one  column  without 
I{)5ing  the  advantages  I  have  before  de- 
tailed, of  provision  and  fuel.  At  these 
houses,  in  general,  sheep  were  lo  be 
found,  but  always  fuel  for  drying  the 
men  and  cooking  the  victuais.  The 
country  is  open,  and  uo  enemy  appeared 
to  interrupt  our  progress,  for  the  scat* 


tered  horsemen  winch  followed  and  suf- 
ronnded  us  were  not  an  object  ol  atten- 
tion: no  danger,  therefore,  could  arisir 
from  the  division  of  the  army  into  thri.'f 
corps,  and  by  moving  on  in  succession, 
and  regulating  our  marches  and  halts,  as 
it  has  been  proved  was  the  case,  by  the 
situation  of  these  iarms,  1  ensured  to  the 
men  tlie  use  of  fuel,  and  as  much  cover 
as  the  country  afiuiued  on  the  halts  at 
night,  and  this  witliout  in  the  least  im- 
ped ng  our  march  or  rather  arrival  and 
junctions  at  Keduction,  at  which  place, 
it  has  been  proved,  1  iv.eant  to  bring  up 
the  rear  division,  and  renew  our  provi- 
sion from  the  fleet,  and  laud  our  pon- 
toons, if  necessary,  and  such  other  stores 
as  we  might  want.  It  afforded  also  the 
advantage  of  using  the  advanced  divisiQii 
for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitering  the 
country,  while  the  rear  division  was  com- 
ing up,  and  without  losing  time,  for 
wiiich  purpose  great  part  of  the  light 
battalion  and  rifle  corps  was  sent  forward 
with  tlie  advance,  and  that  this  was  one 
of  the  main  objects  of  sending  forward 
the  advance,  will  appear  most  distiactly 
from  the  reports  ot  General  Gower  to 
me  on  each  day's  march,  which  I  will 
hereafter  read  ;  from  one  of  the  last  of 
which  it  will  be  seen,  tliat  if  the  distance 
and  circumstances  would  h;n'e  permitted 
he  would  have  pushed  on  and  occupied 
it,  or  passed  the  river,  according  to. cir- 
cumstances, on  tiie  evening  of  the  1st, 

'i'hal  no  difliculty  could  arise  in  reach- 
ing Keduction  ironi  i^arragon  in  two 
days,  one  ot  the  points  enquired  into,  is. 
obvious,  for  both  the  main  bod;  under 
niyscli,  and  llie  di\  ision  under  Colonel 
Malion,  did  marcii  from  Barragon  to 
iiediKliou  in  two  days,  my  division  on 
the  oOlh  ?.nd  1st.,  Colonel  Mahon"s  on 
the  1st.  and -M.  Had  it  been  possible 
therefore  lo  have  as5.eni!)led  the  army  on 
the  heights  in  tiie  course  of  the  '28th,  we 
sliould  iiave  arrived  at  Reduction  on  the 
3oth.  IMuch  evidence  has  been  gone 
into  ai  to  the  march,  the  length  of  time 
occupied  by  it  on  each  day,  the  exhaust- 
ed slate  of  the  trooi>s,  and  frequent 
halls,  and  as  a  very  able  and  experienc- 
ed otTicer  high  in  conunand.  Sir  Samuel 
Auchinuly,  mentioned  the  latter  circum- 
stance in  answer  to  some  questions  from 
the  Court,  "as  one  of  the  causes  of  delay 
aiid  fatigue,  I  should,  if  it  had  not  beei\ 
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explained  by  other  evkkiice,  have  I'elt 
incumbt'nt  on  me  to  liave  tailed  vvit- 
iiesses  upou  tlie^e  |;oints.  But  alter  tlie 
evidence  oi'  Colonel  Maiion,  to  wiiich  I 
particuladv  aiU  the  attention  of  the 
Court,  I  euiuiot  ieel  it  necessary,  lie 
had  tour  six-pounders  and  a  howitzer, 
but  to  counterbal.UKetheei/bctol  tlie  pro- 
portion of  artillery  withhisdivision  being 
larger  than  the  other,  he  had  liiX)  seanit  a 
to  asiist  them ;  and  liie  artillery  ofiicers 
were  so  satisfied  with  (he  assisUuice  »iven 
to  the  guns,  as  to  make  report  to  Capt- 
Fraser,  which  hardly  accords  with  the 
detail  given  by  Colonel  Mahon,  thcit 
they  occasioned  no  impedinHiit  to  the 
march.  But  in  this  Lieutenaiit-colonei 
Mahon  cannot  be  mistaken,  his  evidence 
is  not  that  of  opinion-,  for  in  answer  to 
the  prosecutor's  cjuestions,  he  details  tiie 
Kumber  of  hours  and  miles  on  each  day  : 
the  1st  marched  eight  miles  in  jicarniiie 
hours  and  a  liali",  including  a  halt  to  rest 
the  men  in  the  middle  of  the  day  ;  'J(\, 
he  marched  before  day-light  and  did  not 
reach  Reduction  unu\  after  tive  o'clock, 
from  nine  to  eleven  miles  ;  and  on  the 
day  he  left  Re^'.uction  about  a  quarter 
past  ten  or  eleven  o'clock,  he  <lid  not 
cross  tlie  bridge  until  dark,  in  near  live 
o'clock,  the  distance  about  seven  miles ; 
and  stating,  that  he  speaks  from  expe- 
rience, and  he  was  the  only  person  wlio 
marched  tiiat  route,  he  says,  thati'.e  could 
not  have  marched  from  Reduction  to 
the  Coral  with  the  artillery  in  one  day. 
He  particularly  states  the  unavoidable 
necessity  of  continued  halts  from  tiie 
rivulets  and  the  marshy  banks,  and  the 
consequent  delay  of  tlu;  artillery,  liiough 
he  proves  that  every  exertion  was  made 
by  the  seamen,  aiul  aiterward.s  to  some 
question  put  by  myself,  he  proves,  what 
alter  the  above  details  was  ahnost  unne- 
cessary, that  tiiese  deia}  s  were  occa- 
sioned by  the  nature  of  tiie  country,  ar.d 
that  he  conceived  few  countries  would 
have  presented  so  many  obstacles.  It 
will  be  recollected  that  Sir  Sam.  Auch- 
Eiuty  was  in  the  rear  of  my  column,  and 
that  I  was  in  the  fi  ont  with  the  guns,  and 
tlierefore,  like  Colonel  Maliun,  conti- 
nually abliged  to  halt  while  the  guns 
were  crossing  thfse  obstacles.  Arter  so 
minute  and  p;u-.ticular  a  detail  given  by 
an  olUcer  commnnuing  a  division,  and 
therefore  not  a  casual  observer,  but  pay- 


ing attention  to  tiiese  points,.  1  >iio«*t4 
deem  it  a  waste  of  lime  if  1  made  aivy 
lurliicr  observativ)n,  or  called  any  furllier 
evidence  upon  .that  subject. 

The  Court  will  recollect,  that  it  was 
proved  to  have  been  my  intejit'on  Vj 
halt  the  main  bo<ly  at  Resductioiiy 
lO  bring  up  Colonel  Mahon  s  br!g;ide* 
'I  he  advanced  corps,  as  v^iil  appear  fro*A 
one  of  General  Gower's  reports,  was  to 
have  puslied  on  to  reconnoitre  the  rive*" 
on  the  1st;  and  if  it  had  proved  practi- 
cable, to  have  oci  upied  the  bridge  as  fai* 
towards  it  as  possible  ;  but  it  will  be  set  f> 
that  on  General  Gower's  arrival  bejond 
Reduclion,  wliich  village  he  left  to  be 
occupied  by  the  n;ain  b(;dy,  iie  foui«J  tiie 
river  an<l  "bridg^i  at  a  greater  dislaRca 
than  had  been  reported  to  us  (it  having 
been  stated  to  be  only  live  miles  froni 
Reduction,)  and  accordingly  he  halted 
tliere.  In  consequence  ot  this,  1  deter- 
mined, as  has  appeared  in  evidence,  to 
go  lorward  on  t!ie  morning  of  the  L'd, 
and  with  part  of  Geneial  CraulurU's 
brigade,  to  reconnoitre  the  river  and  tire 
bridge,  which  was  reported  to  have  been 
burned ;  w  hile  the  navy  landed  piovi- 
sions  lor  the  troops  and  also  the  pou- 
toons,  if  our  reconnoissance  should  prove 
that  they  were  necessary.  i)rders  had 
been  given  as  has  appeared  in  evidence 
for  th«.t  purpose.  It  has  also  been  pr<)\-ed, 
that  the  rainy  period  of  the  year  was  ap- 
proachiiig,  or  lalher  arrived.  1  will  not 
call  it  the  rainy  teason,  as.  the  raij>i> 
though  frequent  and  heavy,  are  net  so- 
ii:re>saiit  as  in  the  countries  were  they 
are  so  called.  I  was  apprehensive  of 
tiie  health  of  the  troops  it  too  long  ex- 
po^:ed,  and  mo,>t  anxious  to  arrive  in, 
tlie  vicinity  of  Buenos  Ayres,  where  ojily 
i  could  put  tiiem  under  cover.  An  old 
and  experienced  inhabilant,  one  of  tl.2 
or.lv  three  we  took  on  our  march, 
had,  as  the  court  have  heard  stated  h^ 
opinion  on  the  Isl before  ue  reached  Re- 
duction, that  the  rains  were  coming  oiv 
which  would  have  swelled  ihe  liver  and 
possibly  left  us  no  choite  but  tiiat  of  a. 
direct  attack  at,  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
bridge,  vvliere  the  enemy  wouUl  have 
had  a  most  di.'cided  advantage  from  the 
nature  of  the  ground  and  a  numerous 
artillery ;  and  in  the  imprudence  of  whicii 
the  Court  have  heard  it  proved,  every 
otiicerin  the  army  concuired.  Ithaibeeij 
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proved,  that  a  heavy  rairi  commenced 
in  thr  night.  Apprt^hfovive  tlicrcfore 
of  the  consequences  of  -.wy  <lrlav,  even 
of  a  day,  at  ReductioJi,  though  for  im- 
portant objects,  I  (letennini'd  to  move 
to  the  left,  and  turn  the  head  of  the 
river,  or  cross  some  ford  above  the 
bridge;  and  early  in  the  morning  smt 
Lieutenant-colonel  Courke  to  General 
Gower  with  the  orders  which  have  been 
detailed  from  recollection  by  General 
Gower,  Colonel  Bourkc,  and  Colonel 
Torrens,  the  litter  of  whom,  from  his 
very  precise  recollection  of  the  very 
terms  in  which  the  order  was  written  by 
himself,  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  consi- 
dered as  giving  the  most  accurate  ac- 
count of  them,  ifanv  tiling  turns  upon 
the  way  in  which  thev  were  worded. 

General  Gower's  ansvver  was  here 
read,  in  which  h.e  stated,  that  he  should 
march  at  nine  o'clock  from  the  left,  in- 
tending to  occujjy  the  high  ground  on 
that  side  the  Chiido ;  and  that  he  did 
so  in  consequence  of  not  bring  able  to 
find  a  practicable  pass  beiow  the  head  of 
the  river. 

Tlie  Court  will  see,  that  eveiy  doubt 
which  might  arise  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
orders  carried  by  Colonel  Bourke  with 
respect  to  our  route,  is  done  awav  by 
this  answer,  which  must  be  taken  as  im- 
pressing General  Gower's  undi  rstaudi>ig 
of  them  at  the  time.  He  st  -tes,  that  he 
would  keep  the  high  ground  on  this  side 
the  Chuelo,  until  he  could  find  a  practi- 
cable ford  or  turn  the  head  ot  thf  river  ; 
antl  details  his  reasons  for  pix-ferving  tliis 
line  of  march,  and  most  decidedly  states, 
lie  would  not  even  try  the  Passo  Chico, 
and  this  determination  was  adopted  after  . 
consulting  with  the  guide  in  presence, 
as  (he  Court  have  heard,  of  Colonel 
Bourke. 

Jt  has  appeared,  that  immediately  on 
the  receipt  of  the  letter,  I  put  tiie  main 
body  of  the  army  in  motion  ;  and  I  will 
prove,  that  in  consecjuence  of  the  letter 
and  the  information  communicated  by 
Colont'l  Bourke,  I  told  the  guide,  who 
was  with  Colonel  Bourke,  to  lead  the 
colun.n  of  march,  and  that  he  was  not  to 
carry  us  to  the  Passo  Chico,  but  to  the 
ne.xt  practicable  ft)rd  above  it.  An  in- 
spection of  the  map,  and  the  evidence 
which  I  will  produce,  will  completely 
prove  that  if  General   Gower  had  not 


been  led  by  some  cause  to  alter  his 
route,  as  expressed  in  his  letter,  we 
should  have  drawn  nearer  together  in  the 
course  of  the  day  instead  of  separating* 
The  Court  will  also  recollect,  that  in 
conformity  with  this  letter,  the  order  of 
march  was  immediately  altered,  and  in- 
steafl  of  movuig  iiy  the  right  as  we  had 
dout'  before,  wlien  we  followed  the  ad- 
vanced guard,  we  moved  by  the  left. 

i  will  call  Colonel  Bourke  who  led 
the  colunui  of  march  that  day,  to  prove, 
tliat  so  strong  was  his  impresssion  that 
the  columns  would  close  nearer  and  not 
separate  from  each  other  ;  that  when  he 
saw  General  Gower  marching  in  a  direc- 
tion from  us,  he  mentioned  it  to  the 
guide,  who  assvired  him,  that  we  should 
follow  in  the  same  direction  as  soon  as 
we  crossed  the  Arrogan  de  Missiel ;  and 
so  little  did  he  then  suppose  that  the  two 
divisions  would  separate,  that  he  rested 
satisfied  with  this  answer  and  did  not 
even  repeat  the  circumstance  then  to 
me,  but  made,  as  he  has  stated  in  his 
former  evidence,  an  unsuccessful  at- 
tempt to  move  in  a  direction  rather  more 
to  the  right,  which  was  found  impracti- 
cable, and  we  were  obliged  to  cioss  the 
Arrogan  de  Missiel  at  the  point  to  which 
the  guide  was  leading  us. 

It  has  been  jjroveil  that  Gen.  Gower, 
at  a  particular  jjarl  of  the  march,  turned 
fo  tin-  right,  and,  I  think,  that  upon  read- 
ing llie  above  letter,  looking  at  the  map, 
and  hearing  the  evidence;  of  Colonel 
Bourke  upon  this  subject,  it  will  be  im- 
jH)ssible  to  impute  the  separation  of  the 
division  of  the  army  to  me.  It  has 
been  asked  whether  any  steps  were 
taken  to  reconnoitre  the  river  above  the 
bridge,  or  the  Passo  Chico. 

I  certainly  had  given  no  particular 
order  for  reporting  on  that  day,  nor 
taken  any  particular  step  for  reconnoi- 
tring the  river,  nor  could  [  conceive  it 
necessary:  1  apprehend  it  to  be  the  duty 
o-  an  ofticer  commanding  an  advanced 
division  under  such  circumstances  to  re- 
port, and  accordingly,  I  received,  as  I 
have  stated,  regular  reports  from  General 
Gower  on  the  SSth,  sgth,  and  30th  of 
June,  and  two  reports  on  the  1st  July\ 
though  we  met  at  some  periods  of  each 
of  those  (lavs  he  even  reported  particu- 
lar occurrences  in  the  day,  and  sent 
sketches  of  his  position.  , 
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He  had  also  acted  oii  the  whole  ol" 
the  march  as  a  reccjtinoitering  divi- 
sion for  the  rest  of  the  army,  nnd  was 
provided  witii  tr(X)jjs  adapted  U)  (hut 
bbject.  The  river  and  [XNses  were 
at  too  great  a  distance  to  ju-^ti!')'  send- 
ing forward  any  stuall  body,  and  tiie 
M'aiting  the  result  of  any  sneh  ret'on- 
noissance  would  have  delayed  our 
n)arch,  and  the  main  objet.i,  that  of 
crossing  the  river  before  the  rain 
tendered    it    impracticable. 

Having   from    the    motives  before 
stated,    abainioned   the   first   jdan  of 
approaching  t'.ie  bridge,   1  was  on  this 
niarcJi  of  the  2d,  placed  in  the  same 
situation    as  on   the  preceding  days, 
with  the  dillerenco   only,    t!)at  both 
divisions  \vere  making  a  flank  move- 
ment by  our  left,  but   the  elfect  was 
rhe  same,  for  the  advance  was  as  be- 
fore,   between    me    and    the    river, 
at  about  the  same  distance  as  the  pre- 
ceding days,    which   diitance,    as    I 
have   shewn,  would   ha^"e  been  les- 
sened if  General  Oower  had  pursued 
the   route    mentioned   in   his  letter, 
and  was  therefore  still  acting  as  the 
reconnoitring  b  idy  of  the  rest.  And  it 
is  obvious  that  if  General  Gower  had 
pursued  the   route  mentioned   in  his 
letter,  a  prolongation  of  the    n)arch 
ot  each    division   on    the  line  upon 
\vhich   we  tirst    ,stt  oit,  nust    have 
brought  us  in  the  course  of  the  d.iy, 
or  at  least  before  night,  in  communi- 
cation with   eacli   other,  as   we   had 
been  every   preceding  day,    and    we 
had  not  actually  joined.  I  should  have 
been  within  the   reach  of  supportitig 
his   division,  as    1  had  stated   it  was 
my   intention    to  do  in   my  letter  to 
General  Gov^'er,  who,   on  one  of  the 
preceding  days,    halted,  and  repoited 
Spanish  officers  reconnoitring    in   his 
front  as  indicative  of  the  possible  pre- 
sence of   the    enemy,    would     have 
failed  to  pursue  the  same  course  when 
we  approached  the  town,  or  at  least 
if  he  had  gone  forward  accotding  to 
tlie  latitude  given  in  his  orders,  and 
taking  advantage  of  the  panic  of  tlie 


enemy  ?t  our  approach  in  such  force 
towards  the  town,  after  crossing  the 
river,  had  occupied  the  suburbs  of 
lije  town  w:tli(>ut  resistance,  he  would 
h.ave  reported  the  circumstance. 

On  the  supposition  and  the  possibility 
of  the  etiect  of  the  panic  arising  froiii 
our  suddetdy  crossing  the  river  and  ar- 
riving unexpectedly  before  the  town, 
and  an    appivlien-.ion   of  our  imme- 
dilati.-ly  entering  it,    inducing  a  wish 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  surren- 
der, 1  had  authorized  General  Gowc-r 
to  sun)mon  the   town  before  my  arri- 
val with    the   main    body,  but  that  I 
meant   to  authorise  him  to  separate 
from  the  main  body  is(]uiie  impossible, 
from  the  nature  of  the  order,  which 
was  to  feel  his  way  across  the  river, 
that  IS,  reconnoitre  as  he  had  done  on 
the  march  of  the  preceding  days  for 
the  main  body,  and  in  tact,   using  a 
term, implying  more  caution  instead  of 
less  than  on  former  days,  that  of  feel- 
ing his    way,    and    concluding    with 
stating    that  I   would   support    him, 
which  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  the 
idea  of  separating  j  and  the  court  will- 
find  on  referring   to  the  evidence  of 
General  Gower  and  Colonel  Torrens, 
that  in  these  two  particulars,  of  feel- 
ing his  way  across  the  river>  and  sup- 
port, they  both  agree,  even  as  to  the 
terms  as  well  ;;s  the  spirit  of  the  order. 
If  1  have  proved,  1  hope  to  the  con- 
viction of  th.e  Court  by  these  observa- 
tions, that  I  never  intended  that  such 
a   separation  should    take  place,    and 
I  think  it  must  be  equally  clear  from 
General  Gower's  letter  to  me,    that  I 
never  contemphited  the  possibility  of 
such    a  separation  taking  place,  and 
tluit  I  was  not  well  pleased  with  it,  I 
think  the  Court  will  have    had  good 
reason    to  believe,  from  the  evidence 
wliich   has    been   given   by   General 
Gower  himself. 

Let  me  ask  the  Court  to  whom 
this  separation  of  the  army  is  to  be  im- 
puted ?  Am  1  to  be  charged  with 
not  taking  precaution  against  this  de- 
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viation  of  march  in  Genernl  Gower  ? 
On  the  contrary,  was  it  not  the  duty 
of  General  Gower,  if  any  circum- 
stances induced  him  to  niter  lus  route, 
to  report  it  to  me,  and  to  halt  vitKil  he 
made  such  a  report,  and  received  my 
orders,  or  at  all  events,  to  have  ap- 
prised me  of  the  alteration  of  his 
route,  and  his  reasons  for  it.  The 
Court  will  also  recollect,  that  the 
alteration  of  route  in  General  Gower, 
did  not  occur  from  ignorance  on  his 
part  of  the  situation  of  the  main  body. 
For  though  we  could  not  distinguish 
the  advance  from  the  Arrogaade. 
Messeil,  it  is  proved  by  General  Gow- 
er and  others,  that  he  not  only  saw 
the  main  bodyon  the  march,  but  actu- 
ally saw  us  when  he  arrived  at  tlie 
ford  of  Chuelo.  i  marched,  as  I 
suppose,  tov/ards  the  same  ford,  not 
tilt;  Chuelo,  which  was  expressly  ex- 
cluded. He  was  on  my  right,  while 
we  were  moving  to  the  ilank  in 
my  front  as  before.  As  soon  as  we 
arrived  at  the  river,  we  pointed  to- 
wards Buenos  Ayres,  in  the  same  re- 
lative position  thereto,  as  on  the. 
preceding  days  ;  and  it  is  impossible 
that  he  could  have  lost  the  main  body, 
as  he  was  between  me  and  the  river, 
unless  he  had  deviated  from  the  route 
stated  in  his  letter,  and  turned  short 
to  the  right. 

It  is  most  painful  to  me  to  have 
'  been  obliged  tu  enter  into  this  detail, 
and  make  these  observations.  It  is 
not  my  wish  or  inclination,  and  cer- 
tainly has  not  been  my  practice,  to 
impute  blame  to  others  fur  the  pur- 
pose of  defending  myself ;  but  I  srand 
charged  with  too.  heavy  a  responsibi- 
lity, to  make  it  possible  for  me  to 
forbear  stating  what  is  necessary  for 
my  dcicnce,  though  in  so  doing,  I 
may  unfortunately  call  in  cjuestion  the 
conduct  of  others. 

I  will  proceed  with  the  renrainder 
of  the  marcli  of  that  d:4y.  We  crossed 
the  Arrogan  de  Messeil,  and  ascended 
the  heights  on    tlie  other   side,   and 


there  it  wa<;  that  w-e  first  Jiscovcreif 
that  we  had  lost  all  traces  of  General 
Gower,  althougii  our  view  from  that 
ground  was  very  e.KtensIve.  It  wa^ 
now  three,  some  of  the  witnesses  say 
half  after  three  o'^clock  ;  approaching,, 
therefore,  at  that  season  of  the  year,, 
to  the  close  of  the  evening. 

We  were  still  more  than  six  miles 
from  the  river,  and  tlie  range  of 
view  given  by  the  ground,  within 
wlach  range- we  saw  im"  trace  of  Ge- 
neral Gower,  made  it  obvious  that  any 
atrempt  to  ascertain  his  position  in  a 
country  in  which  we  could  not  move 
or  send  a  party  after  the  evening 
closed  mu^t  be  fruitless.  It  remained 
therefore,  only  to  t'oiisider  what  was 
best  to  be  done  5  with  rcterence  to  ihe 
main  division,  we  could  hardly  hope 
ever  to  reach,  much  less  pass  the  ri- 
ver that  night ;  it  is  doubtful  whether, 
by  any  exertion,  we  could  even  have 
got  near  it ;  that  evening  we  were  ia 
thevi\:inity  of  some  large  farms,  af- 
fording wood  to  dry  tlie  men  and  cook 
their  victuals,  and  a  supply  of  cattle, 
and  in  a  very  extensive  range  of  view, 
only  one  hoU!»e  in  sight  on  ovir  line  of 
march  at  the  distance  of  about  a  mile. 
The  utmost  distance  we  C(.)uld  have- 
then  marched, could  ordy  have  brouglit 
us  to  the  swampy  ground  in  the  \\- 
cinity  of  the  river  without  being  abl** 
to  ensure  any  accommodation  to  tlie 
troops.  It  was  obvious  that  what- 
ever might  be  GeHeral  Gower's  situa- 
tion, I  could  not  hope  to  ascertain  it 
that  evening.  While  considering  of 
the  most  eligible  course  to  pursue,  I 
was,  as  has  been  proved  to  the  Court, . 
joined  by  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty  from 
the  reiir,  whose  opinion  immediately 
decided  mine  for  halting  that  night. 

I  had  ordered  Colonel  Mahon  te 
follow  the  main  body,  but  the  occur- 
rences of  the  day,  and  uncertainty  of 
our  route  the  next  day,  made  n^.e 
think  it  more  adviseable  Vo  order  him 
to  halt  at  Reduction,  until  I  had- 
ascertained  Uie  situation  of  the  a«l- 
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i'^incc  and  the  best  pluce  for  crossing 
tlie  river.  I  have  ihus  fully  and 
candidly  stated  all  tlie  circumstances 
connected  with  the  unfortunate  sepa- 
ration of  the  army  on  the  '2d,  wliich 
I  must  ever  (-onsider  as  the  origin  of 
all  my  mistbrtnnes.  It  has  been  ask- 
ed whelher  tlie  whole  army  might  not 
have  arrived  in  the  suburbs  of  Buenos 
Ayres  on  the  2d,  from  Reduction,  and 
some  officers  have  given  it  as  their 
opinion  that  it  migiit,  but  when  the 
Court  advert  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  march  of  Gejveral  Govver's  divi- 
sion, which  was  completely  a  forced 
one,  and  in  which  the  guns  were  left, 
the  latter  part  of  the  march,  j)ear  the 
riverj  that  from  the  way  in  which 
rhe  march  had  been  pushed,  the  light 
battalion  and  rifle  coi"ps  were  com- 
pletely exhausted,  that  General  Lum- 
iey's  brigade  were  still  more  so  ;  and 
that  they  did  not  reach  the  suburbs  un- 
til dark,  and  General  Gower's  corps 
moved  from  a  front  three  miles  in  ad- 
vance of  Reductii  i  ;  I  trust  it  will, 
even  now  appe  r  very  doubtful  whe- 
ther the  bringing  the  whole  army  on 
tlje  2d  into  the  suburbs  of  Biieni)s 
Ayres  could  Iiave  been  accomplished. 
In  what  way  it  was  aeximiplisbed  i^y 
onecorps,  theCourt  has  seen;  andl  have 
slated  fully  why  it  was  not  attempted 
by  the  main  body.  1  rely  upon  the 
candour  of  the  Honourable  Ivlembers 
of  the  Ccmrt  upon  this  subject,  satis- 
tied  that  they  will  in  tins,  as  well  as 
in  every  other  instance,  form  their 
judgment  upon  the  information  I  pos- 
sessed, and  the  impressions  which  I 
might  lairly  and  naturally  entertain 
at  the  time  from  the  existing  circum- 
stances, and  not  judge  me  by  the  event 
or  any  consequences  which  ensued.  I 
will  now  proceed  to  the  plan  of,  and 
preparation  for  the  attack. 

On  my  joining  General  Gower  on 
the  3d,  I  found  him  not  in  the  posi- 
tion to  which  he  had  been  directed  to 
proceed,  namely,  the  westward  sub- 
urbs, so  as  to  communicate  with  the 


shipping  which  iiad  always  been  my 
object,  but  on  the  side  opposite  to  th^ 
Plata,  which  position  he  had  taken  up 
immediately  after  the  action  of  tlie 
2d  ;  as  I  found  him  so  posted,  and  he 
had  been  in  possession  of  the  ground 
the  day  before,  it  was  natural  tliat 
I  sljould  ask  whether  he  formed  any 
idea  about  the  attack  of  the  town  ; 
and  the  plan  ultimately  adopted  was 
presented  to  me,  a  circumstance 
proved  not  from  any  question  of  mine, 
tor  I  should  certainly  not  have  per- 
mitted myself  to  have  alluded  to  Ge- 
neral Gower's  having  any  such  share; 
in  it,  but  arising  out  of  questions 
from  the  Court  to  General  Gower, 
and  details  ai'  tlie  other  wiiaesses.  I 
arrived  at  the  Coral  de  Miscrare,  about 
three  o'clock,  and  upon  this  plan  be- 
ing proposed  to  me,  spient  the  vest  of 
the  evening  in  considering  it,  and  ex- 
amining some  ]wrs(ins  supposed  to  be 
capable  of  giving  us  correct  informa- 
tion as  to  the  state  of  ihe  town,  and 
liually  deteiininett  to  adopt  it,  intend- 
ing then  that  it  .-.hould  I»o  carried  into 
execution  the  next  moiuing.  The 
Court  have  heard  son:e  of  tiic  Gene- 
ral's reasons  which  operated  upon  mv 
mind  to  induce  me  to  adopt  it  in  the 
second  letter  which  was  read  at  the 
commencemenl  of  the  evidence  for 
the  prosecution,  and  to  which  letter 
I  beg  permission  to  refer  to  the  Court, 
and  request  their  attention  ts)  it,  as  X 
cannot  but  think  that  the  pablicalion 
oi  it,  or  at  least  extracts  from  it  with 
the  other,  would  have  obviated 
many  of  the  remarks  which  have  been 
made  upon  this  transaction];  but  it  is 
proper  now  that  1  should  rather  more 
particularly  detail  the  motives  which 
induced  me  to  adopt  tlie  plan  instead 
of  pursuing  my  original  intention  of 
putting  my  left  upon  the  Plata,  landing 
the  heavy  artillery,  stores,  and  provi- 
sions, and  attacking  the  town  from 
that  side.  There  appeared  to  be  three 
modes  of  atacking  the  towi^,  by  cut- 
ting off  its  suppliqs ;  bombardraezit^ 
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battery  and  assault.  The  first,  not- 
withstanding the  opinions  which 
bad  been  given  upon  that  subject,  I 
did  not  think  practicable  at  the  time, 
nor  do  I  now,  and  I  think  the  very 
distinct  and  forcible  reasons  given  by 
Colonel  Bourke  upon  that  subject, 
must  have  satisfied  the  Court  upon 
that  point  ;  but  independent  of  the 
circumstances  stated  by  Colonel 
Bourke,  it  is  obvious,  that  it  would 
have  occupied  longer  time,  been  at- 
tended with  more  exposure  of  the 
troops  to  weather,  created  greater  dif- 
ficulties with  respect  to  supply  of 
provisions,  and  engaged  them  in  a 
more  harassing  duty  than  any  other 
from  the  superiority  of  the  enemy  in 
that  sort  of  irregular  force,  which 
though  unable  to  meet  us  in  the  field, 
•would  have  kept  the  troops  from  their 
number  and  perseverance,  of  which 
we  had  abundant  proofs,  constantly 
annoyed,  all  which  were  very  powerful 
objections  at  that  period  of  the  year. 
"When  all  these  circumstances  are  con- 
sidered, it  will  hardly  be  said  that  I 
was  guilty  even  of  an  error  in  judg- 
ment in  laying  aside  all  thoughts  of 
that  mode  of  attack  3  the  next  was 
certainly  the  most  natural  and  ob- 
vious course  to  pursue,  and  was  there- 
fore that  to  which  my  views  had  al- 
ways been  directed,  but  it  was  also 
open  to  many  objections  ;  the  land- 
ing of  the  heavy  guns  and  stores,  and 
erecting  batteries,  and  the  difficulty, 
from  the  weatht  r  which  has  been  de- 
scribed by  Admiral  Murray,  occa- 
sional interruption  of  communication 
with  the  fleet,  and  the  continued  ex- 
posure of  the  men  at  that  time  of  the 
year,  in  addition  to  which  the  nature 
of  the  town  and  the  construction  of 
the  buildings,  were  such  as  to  obviate 
many  of  the  most  powerful  and  rapid 
effects  of  such  a  mode  of  attack.  All 
who  have  given  evidence  concur  in 
opinion,  that  it  would  have  been  very 
diinciUt^  if  not  impossible,  to  burn  the 


town,  at  least  no  great  effect  of  that 
sort,  which  is  generally  the  most  ef- 
fectuc.l  consequence  of  a  bombard- 
ment, would  have  resulted  from  it  3 
the  effc'ct  even  of  our  heaviest  guns 
(twenty-lour  pounders),  which  had 
been  tried  at  Monte  Video,  upon  the 
liouses,  had  shewn  that  even  batte- 
ries would  not  have  the  same  effect 
as  upon  other  towns,  and  therefore 
might  l)e  slow  in  their  operation,  and 
the  vicinity  of  the  town  afforded  no 
commanding  position,  for  the  Toroij 
and  Hehidencia,  though  eligible  as 
posts  to  attack  from,  were  not  com- 
manding positions  from  which  the 
centre  of  the  body  of  the  town  could 
be  annoyed ;  and  in  addition  to  all 
these  reasons,  that  mode  of  attack, 
if  successful,  must  be  attended  with 
great  de>:tnaction  to  the  property  as 
well  as  lives  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
therefore  objectionable,  as  tending  to 
increase  the  hostility  of  the  inhabi- 
tants towards  us,  which  was  the  most 
important  of  all  considerations  to 
which  I  had  to  attend  with  reference 
either  to  the  letter  or  spirit  of  my  in- 
structions, the  objects  in  view  not 
only  of  the  government  of  this  coun- 
try, but  of  the  country  itself  j  as  it 
was  obvious,  that  unless  that  hostility 
could  in  some  degree  be  lessened,  no 
force  \\hich  this  country  conkt  spare 
for  so  distant  an  object,  could  procure, 
or  at  least  maintain  any  footing  which 
would  be  valuable  either  in  a  political 
or  commercial  point  of  view. 

To  the  last  mode,  that  of  assault,  there 
did  not  appear  then,  nor  have  I  heard 
stated  or  given  in  evidence  any  ob- 
jection but  that  of  the  possibility  of 
its  failure,  for  in  its  ettects,  if  it  did 
succeed,  it  does  not  seem  difficult  to 
prove,  that  it  was  much  preferable  to 
the  second.  Presuming  it,  for  the  sake 
of  the  argument,  to  be  successful,  it 
was  obviously  preferable  so  far  as  the 
troops  vjere  concerned  ;  for  though  it 
might  be  attended  with  some  loss,  it 
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would,  rtie  moment  it  succeeded, 
afford  the  means  of  comfortnble  ?c- 
commodation,  and  prevent  all  the 
losses  and  diminntion  from  ihe  etlec- 
tive  strength  of  the  army  by  sickness, 
fatigue  and  protracted  operations 
at  that  season  of  the  year.  I  knew 
tliat  the  inhabitants  would  in,,.son)e 
meas'jre  assist  in  the  defence,  aukl 
from  the  nature  of  the  construction  of 
the  s(]uares  of  houses  and  their  tlat 
roofs,  was  aware  that  they  would 
be  occupied ;  but  from  all  the  infor- 
mation I  obtained  from  those  imme- 
diately -with  the  army,  and  thcJ  ])ri- 
soners,  two  Spanish  officers,  examin- 
ed, as  the  Court  have  heard,  on  tlie 
morning  of  the  4  th,  I  was  led  to  sup- 
pose, that  the  Spanish  troops  would 
act  in  the  streets,  as  had  beeji  deter- 
mined by  Liniers,  in  moveable  co- 
lumns, and  beiiind  such  traverses  and 
deit^nces  as  they  could  erect  in  the- 
vicinity  of  the  fort  and  great  S(juare 
in  the  centre  of  the  town.  An  attack, 
tJierefove,  which  brought  us  in  con- 
tact imrnediately  with  the  Spanish 
ti"oops  would  necessarily  be  tJie  leait 
annoying  of  all  others  to  the  inhabi- 
tants. 

'I'he  capture  of  the  place  would  in 
that  case  have  been  the  consecjuence 
of  the  defeat  and  slaughter  only  of 
the  soldiers  with  whom  the  contest 
would  have  been.  In  the  other  it 
\\  ould  have  arisen  from  the  protracted 
hardships  and  the  desiruction  of  the 
property  and  lives  of  the  inhabitants. 

It  must  be  admitted,  that  in  an  as- 
sault with  any  troops,  however  well 
disciplined,  some  injury  would  be 
done  to  tiie  inhabitants  ;  but  it  can- 
not be  contended,  that  in  a  well  regu- 
lated army  such  injuries  could  bear 
any,  the  most  distant,  proportion  to 
those  \\hich  would  arise  from  bom- 
bardment. With  reference,  there- 
fore, either  to  the  army  or  the  town, 
I  still  think  that  it  had  the  preference 
ever  the  other  plan,  presuming,  as  I 
,s^id  before,  upon  its  success  :    upou 


which  I  will  therefore  make  a  few 
obsmations,  considering  it,  as  tJie 
honouvalile  members  of  the  Court 
will  do  herealtcr,  with  refeicnce  to 
t!)e  fair  probabilities  at  the  time  when 
it  v.as  adopted,  and  not  according  to 
the  unfortunate  result. 

The  lirst  point  to  consider  in  that 
vievv^  was  the  probable  resistance,  and 
next  the  motle  of  attack  best  adapted 
to  overcome  that  resistance.  I  have 
before  stated,  tliat  it  was  understood 
the  topsj  ot  the  houses  would  be  occu- 
pied, aiid  tVom  the  known  hostility 
of  the  inhabitant.'^,  it  was  supposed 
that  many  of  them  would  take  part  in  . 
the  detence,  and  that  their  post  would 
be  on  the  roofs  ot  the  Jjouses,  while 
the  Spanish  troops  otiered  a  resistance 
in  the  streets,  and  delended  the  fort 
and  such  defences,  as  they  miglit  have 
prepared  in  the  streets  of  the  town. 
W'ii  therefore  looked  for  a  vigorous 
resistance  ;  but  I  will  ask  the  Court 
and  every  individual  member  of  it, 
whether  from  any  experience  in  mo- 
dern limes,  from  any  thing  handed 
doui)  to  us  in  military  history,  since 
the  modern  system  of  warfare,  and 
the  use  of  tire  arn)s  has  prevailed,  or 
even  from  any  information  we  had 
received,  or  observation  we  had  made, 
as  to  the  hostility  of  the  inhabitants, 
if  any  thing  but  the  actual  result  could 
liave  led  us  to  tbrui  a  just  estiinate  of 
the  resistance  made.  Thousands  of  in- 
stiaices  might  be  mentioned  in  which 
a  certain  proportion  of  a  young  and  ac- 
tive population  have  increased  the 
strength  of  a  defending  army;  but  the 
general  population  has  always  imped- 
ed, instead  of  assisting  the  efibrts  of 
the  defending  army  ;  not  one  can,  I 
will  veiiture  to  say,  be  produced,  in 
which  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  sa}% 
that  every  male  inhabitant,  whether 
free  or  slave,  fought  with  a  resolution 
and  perseverance,  which  could  not 
have  been  expected,  even  frotn  the 
enthusiasin  of  religion  and  national 
prejudice,  or  the  most  inveterate  and 
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implacnble  hostility,  I  am  ready  to 
eonfe-is,  that  I  had  not  contemplated 
the  possibility  of  such  a  ro>i.st;mce  so 
comlncted  hy  the  whole  population, 
nor  do  1  believe  it  was  supposed  or 
foreseen  by  others.  1  will  not  resort 
to  any  ot"  the- common-place  observa- 
tion?*, however  forcible  their  a))j)'!c:i- 
tion  might  be  npon  opinions  formed 
after  tlie  result,  but  whatever  shades 
of  differ^ence  of  oj)inion  there  migtit 
have  been  «mong  the  general  officers 
or  those  commanding  in  the  attack, 
or  those  more  immediately  about 
myself,  and  to  whom  the  details  were 
given  the  preceding  day  as  to  the 
plan,  compared  with  other  modes  of 
attack,  I  think  I  may  aswme,  from 
•H'hat  passed  on  the  4th,  and  the  evi- 
<ience  which  has  been  given,  that  no 
one  conten^plaied  the  resistance  we 
encountered,  f)r  the  cnnseqnences 
which  ensued,  or  hi  tact  the  fhilure  of 
the  atiack, whether  the  genera!  officers 
attending  considered  themselves  con- 
sulted or  not,  and  wlietl-ver,  under  the 
circumstances  in  which  they  were 
called  together,  and  n>y  observations 
as  to  feeling  myself  compelled  to 
adopt  it,  fram  circumstances  against 
my  judgmiMit.  and  the  discursion 
■wdiich  atieiwards  took  placf,  at  the 
alteration  of  the  attack,  and  General 
l.umley's  qnestions  (Hi  the  subject  of 
the  phui,  and  th*  ex[)i;in,ili(>n  by 
General  Gower  at  the  table,  of  the 
details,  by  referring  to  ihe  map,  as  is 
described  in  the  evidence  ;  they 
either  ought,  or  were  at  liberty  to 
have  stated  any  strong  feeling  tJiey 
might  have  vipon  the  subject,  is  ik>< 
for  me  to  determine  j  but  I  think  it 
rs  clear,  that  any  general  otfieer  w  Iv> 
had  contemplated  such  a  result  would 
either  publicly  or  priv-ately  liave  snl>- 
milted  his  opinion  to  me.  No  svuh 
was  given  mc,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly ;  for  the  Comt  will  see,  upon 
an  accurate  examination  even  of  Co- 
lonel I*ack's  evidence,  that!  could  not 
collect;,  eve-u  from   what   was  siarea 


between  iiim  ami  rnc,  ihat  he 
tliouglit  unfivourably  of  the  plan,  as 
his  objectior>s  were  cont>ned  to  a  want 
of  som«  hnplcments  for  breakincj 
open  the  houses,  Ua'  which  1  ordered 
every  possible  search  to  lie  made. 
Having  stated  thus  fully  the  nature  of 
the  expectation  I  might  probiibly  en- 
teitain  at  the  time  of  the  resistance  to 
be  e:ipected,  I  come  now  to  the.  mode 
ot  attack.  The  object  wa^s  to  pass 
thiough  The  town  as  rapidly  as  possi- 
ble so  as  to  corrKi  in  G(Mnact  with  Xht: 
Sj>anish  soldiers,  cousuicring  the  in- 
habitants as  iesa  an  object  of  atten- 
tion. 

The  plan  embraced  their  rejrtre  de- 
fences, the  colum!is  were  not  to  perse- 
pere  in  spite  of  all  obstacles  on  tlieir 
particular  line  of  attack,  but  to  di- 
verge to  the  iianks  so  as  to  gaiM  posi- 
tions, or  rather  the  bonses  next  the 
river,  so  as  to  ocaipy  two  lines  of 
fiank  position,  as  near  to  the  main 
defences  rf  the  enemy  as  the  troop* 
coald  establish  themselves :  this  is 
obvious-  from  the  orders  themselves  ; 
the  distribution  of  ihe  troops,  which 
were  divided  so  as  to  occupy  all  but 
the  three  centre  streets,  anil  the  an- 
swer gi\en  to  Gei>eral  Lnmley's  rjues- 
tion  at  tlxc  meeting  of  all  the  otli<:ei-s, 

I  pariicalarly  reciuest  the  attention 
of  the  Court  tu  this,  because  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  most  fatal  conse- 
qnences,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  un- 
fortun;ite  result  of  that  day,  arose 
from  a  nt-glect  of  their  orders  by  the- 
columns,  in  which  strict  attention  to 
Uiem  was  most  important. 

The  men  u ere  to  enter  unloaded, 
and  proceed  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and 
not  to  fire  on  any  account,  and  this  i.> 
stated  pointedly  >n  one  of  the  charge* 
as  an  otYence  ;  I  hardly  know  whe- 
ther it  is  neeessarv"  to  delcnd  myself 
on  this  head.  It  is  a  point,  as  a  gene- 
ral military  one  upon  which ditferences 
of  opinions  may  and  do  exist.  The 
Court  has  seen  that  different  opinion"* 
have   been  eiitevtiin.isd   by    the  wit- 
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fe'sses ;  biit  one  of  the  witneasci.  Sir 
S.  Auchinuty,  who  ^ives  his  opinion 
in  favour  of  entering  the  towu  un- 
loaded, has  stated  a  tact,  not  in  sup- 
port ot  that  opinion,  but  incidentally 
confirms  the  propriety  of  it,  namely, 
that  the  d.ingor  oflh.i  head  of  his  co- 
in ntu  was  increased  by  the  liriag  of 
hisovin  column  Irom  the  rear.  The 
reasons  for  the  order  in  this  instance 
\rere,  that  tke  fire  could  be  of  no  use 
against  the  people  oa  the  riK)fs  of  the 
houses,  v,\w  were  behind  'jXtrapets, 
and  completely  concealed,  e\cept  at 
the  niomrnt  of  firing,  and  the  main 
eihject,  theref<^yre,  was  to  pass  on  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  until,  thf  columns 
eni'ountereil  those  of  tlw  CTiciny,  and 
iicithertomn  the  hazard  of  any  delay 
from  the  men  using  ihdr  fire,  uhick 
is  diiiicuk  to  prevent,  or  "of  any 
mischief  arising  from  the  c<»lun-'.ns 
crossing  Jjetbre  it  vas  sufiicicnt- 
Jy  light  to  distinguish  each  other. 
\  cannot,  therefore,  take  blame  to 
anyself  for  this  order,  and  sluiuid  not 
have  adverted  to  it  at  all  if  it  had  not 
been  so  pointedly  mentioned  in  the 
charge.  I  h:ive  staled  the  motives 
which  led  me  to  adopt  the  plan  of  at- 
tack,, to  which,  after  the  evidence 
u-li!ch  has  been  given,  I  may  now  be 
allo\%ed  to  add  one  wliich,  in  a  case 
of  this  sort,  might,  1  trust  fairly,  and 
actually  did  operate  upon  my  mind, 
that  of  its  being  approved  by  an  otiicer 
whose  opinion  could  not  but  be  en- 
filled  to  v.eight. 

The  next  point  to  which  I  will 
advert,  is,  that  of  the  orders  given 
upon  the  subject  of  the  situation  in 
which  I  was  to  be  found  for  the  pur- 
^)se  of  receiving  reports,  and  whether 
thiat  was  comniutiicated  to  the  gene- 
rals and  otBcers  conunanding,  and  t!ie 
directions,  that  after  occupying  the 
line  of  attack,  if  they  gained  their 
point,  they  should  wait  for  further 
orders.  In  explaining  this,  I  nuist 
further  observe,  that  no  particular 
«tH3tiou  wai assigned  in  ord«ri  from 


myself  and  tke  second  in   cdmrnatid, 
tliat    the    head-quarters      wore    n-zt 
changed,   and  that   the  reserve   vvViS 
in  the  orders  posted  about  dOOovti'Jd 
yards  in  front  of  head-quarters  npoii 
an  open  si)ace,  which  must  becro-?seJ 
by  any  [K^rsun  going  to  head-qiiavters-, 
and  that  the  i:atural  point   t(j  which 
ali  reports  would  be  sent,  as  i  was  not 
j^uut'd   ill  orders  to  be  with  either  of 
the  coluinns  of  attack.  I  trust  I  shall 
not  be  tlioughr  capable  of  acting  .st* 
unworthy  a   part,  as  that  of  exoner- 
ating myself  by  throwing  blame  upon 
others  ;  I  have  acted  upon  a  very  dif- 
ferent   principle    since    my     return. 
Whatever  1  have  felt  or  thought  as  to 
the  exfecution  of  any  parts  of  the  at- 
tack, I  have  steadily  refused  to  listen 
to   any  suggestion  of  defending  my- 
self i^y  involving  others,  but  in  cases 
where  I  am  bound  to  account  for  my 
conduct,  but  cannot  do  so  but  by  stat- 
iiig  that  which  has  a  teiadency  to  im- 
pute blame  to  others.     1  trust  I  shall 
not  be  accused  oi'  deviating  from  the; 
luie  of  conduct  I  have   adopted,  la 
stating  eitiier  the  motive  which  ope- 
rated upgn  me  either  to  act  in  any 
particular    manner,    or  which  occar 
s-!<jaed    my  neglecting   some   details, 
wliich,  in  strictness,  it  might  be  my 
duty  to  see  attended  to.     With  refer- 
ence tothe^e  details,  I  can  with  truth 
state,  that  having  adopted  the  plarrof 
another,  I  should  n;>t  have  thought 
it  fair  or  proper   towards  him,   after 
hiving   approved  of  it   with  a    very 
little  alteration,  to  which  it  is  not  hiy 
intention  to   allude,    not    to  permit 
him  to  take  a   principal  share  in-  that 
winch  he  bad  suggested,,  and  v/hich, 
from  presenting   it  in  such  ttetail,  he 
of  course  h  id  f.illy  considered.     Ac- 
cordingly the  Court  has   heard,  that 
when  the  ulEcers  were  as-enibled,  i 
stated  ia  a  few  words  my  motives  for 
adopting  the  plan  of  assault,  and  re- 
ferred them  to  General  Gower  for  th& 
details,  and  that  the  officers  accord- 
ingly   sujTou-nded     his    table    up«n 
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%vhich  he  haJ^gol  the  map,  aiitT  until 
lotigaucrmy  arrival  in  England  1  had 
always  utiderstood  that  General 
Gower's  reason  for  advising  me  to 
stay  intheceuire  instead  ot"  taking  the 
left  with  Sir  S.  Auchnnuy,  and  giv- 
ing him  the  right,  according  to  my 
original  intention,  (and  which  I  could 
have  proved,  if,  after  the  evidence  of 
Sir  S.  Auchrauty  and  others  as  to  the 
propriety  of  taking  a  central  position, 
it  was  necessary)  was,  that  I  might 
receive  the  reports  of  tlie  generals, 
•which  I  always  understtjod  and  con- 
ceived had  with  our  position  been  ex- 
plained to  t'.iem  upon  the  map  on  the 
4th  ;  upon  tliis  subject  there  seems  to 
have  been  some  fatal  miband:irstand- 
ing.  I  certainly  expected  these  re- 
ports, in  the  fiill  belef,  that  they 
had  been  oidereJi,  and  the  jdace  point- 
ed out  to  wiiich  they  were  to  be 
aent. 

Another  point  remains  for  nie  to 
notice  up  lo  the  evening  of  the  -lih, 
that  of  not  having  reconnoiiered  the 
town  ;  upon  this  I  can  only  state  can- 
didly andfairiv,  riiat  the  nature  of  the 
attack  did  not  seem  to  me  to  lender  it 
necessary  so  to  do,  as  no  one  object 
was  to  be  gained,  and.  no  alteration 
either  in  the  deiails  or  execuiion  of 
the  plan,  cjuid  arise  fn.'m  any  tecon- 
noissance  I  could  have  made.  The 
pnlv  open  spot  from  which  any  thing 
could  be  seen,  was  the  place  where  I 
actually  was  ;  the  attack  was  founded 
upon  a  plan  of  the  town,  and  the  in- 
formation of  those  who  were  ac- 
quainted with  it.  No  situation  either 
to  the  right  or  left,  or  in  any  direction 
in  fact,  not  only  on  riny  part  of  our 
line,  but  at  any  di->iance  from  any  of 
our  flanks  could  atford  any  further 
view  but  of  the  houses  immediately 
opposite  \vith  the  gardens  and  orcJi- 
ards.  Tliis  I  could  see,  and  as  far  as 
any  extent  of  view  was  perceived, 
the  Coral  was  the  only  spot  in  which 
the  view  was  not  bounded  by  tlie 
squares,  either  of  leathered  houses  or 


strong  hedges,  which  intercepted  an 
view  whatever.  There  were  no  po- 
sitions to  reconnoitre,  no  groinid  to 
examine  with  a  view  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  our  own  force,  or  attacking 
that  of  the  enemy. 

I  could  iind  no  point  to  which  I 
could  have  gone  with  any  force  to 
have  reconnoitered  any  part  of  the 
line  of  attack,  or  could  have  seen 
more  than  could  have  been  ascertain- 
ed from  an  armv  stationed  along  thd 
New  Road  about  London,  to  occupy 
the  streets  running  parallel  to  the  ri- 
ver Thames, which  familiar  description 
I  refer  to,  merely  because  with  this 
ditierence  only,  that  the  country  at 
Buenos  Ay  res  was  more  level,  and 
intersected  by  high  and  stony  fences, 
totally  intercepting  the  view,  will  af- 
ford the  best  description  of  our  situa- 
tion. I  have  now  stated  at  length  all 
the  mo'^ives  by  which  I  was  led  to 
adopt  this  plan,  and  I  believe  com- 
mented upon  all  the  points,  necessary 
for  me  to  observe  upon,  ,up  to  the 
evening  of  the  4th,  and  will  proceed 
in  the  order  of  events  to  the  day  of 
attack. 

In  comment! iTg  upon  the  events  of 
this  dav,  which  the  prosecutor  has  in 
a  question  to  one  of  the  witnesses,  (a 
singular  and  unusual  period  for  the  in- 
troduction of  a  phrase  implying  so 
strong  a  comment)  called  extraordi- 
nary, i  must  earnestly  recpaest  the 
Court  accurately  to  examine  the  evi- 
dence as  applied  to  the  situation  in 
which  I  actually  was  at  the  time,  and 
in  whicli  I  might,  under  all  the  cii-- 
cumstances,  and  actually  did  suppose 
the  attacking  columns  to  be ;  and  also 
t!iat  which  is  founded  upon  the  un- 
fortunate result,  and  what  ought  to 
have  been  my  conduct,  had  I  known, 
OT  even  suspected  the  situation  of 
some  of  the  attacking  columns.  Ou 
the  m.orning  of  the  5th  I  proceeded 
to  the  centre,  lo  the  ground  occupied 
by  the  artillery,  and  the  attacks  com<- 
inenced  as  the  court  have  heard  before 
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or  abovit  day  break.  I  naturally  wait- 
ed some  time  expecting  to  receive 
reports ;  before  nine  o'clock  I  ordered 
the  carbineers  and  part  of  the  dis- 
ipounted  yih  light  dragoons,  about 
500  men,  to  proceed  with  two  guns 
from  their  advanced  position  in  the 
town  down  the  center  streets,  hoping 
by  this  movement  to  produce  a  diver- 
sion in  favour  of  the  attacking  co- 
lumns, and  enable  them  to  open  a 
communication  from  one  or  other  of 
the  centers  attacked.  Before  their  le- 
turn  I  had  dispatched  Captain  Forster, 
one  of  my  aid-de-camps  to  endea- 
vour to  procure  intelligence  ;  my  statf 
were  employed  in  various  directions, 
endeavouring  to  ascertain  what  v.as 
the  result  of  the  attacks,  and  upon  the 
return  of  the  carbineers,  about  half 
after  ten,  aft^r  their  repulse,  and  their 
taking  up  a  position  in  the  town  in 
advance  of  tlie  one  they  had  at  first 
eccupied,  I  again  repeatedly  dispatch- 
ed Captain  Forster,  an  officer  of  long 
service  and  experience  into  the  town, 
j  with  directions  to  endeavour  to  as- 
certain the  situation  of  the  attacks, 
and  open  a  communication  with  eitlier 
flanks,  anxiously  and  momentarily 
expecting  in  the  mean  time,  some 
accounts  from  some  of  those  columns, 
but  certainly  never  entertaining  the 
slightest  apprehension  of  what  had  ac- 
tually taken  place  on  two  points  of  the 
attack,  or  the  danger  which  threa- 
tened anotlier.  It  is  not  my  in- 
tention to  enter  into  any  detailed  com- 
ments upon  all  tlie  attacks,  but  1  must 
re<iuest  the  very  serious  and  par- 
ticular attention  pf  the  Court  to 
some  observations  upon  the  most 
important  of  them,  and,  must  also 
recall  to  their  recollection  some 
general  obser\ations  upon  the  nature 
and  plan  of  the  attack,  and  the  orders 
for  it,  with  the  explanation  given  by 
General  Gou  er,  in  answer  to  Gene- 
ral I,umley's  questions.  I  anxiously 
request  llie  attention  of  the  Court  to 
this  part  of  the  case,  not  only  because 
it  is  most  important  indeed,  almost  the 


only  really  important  pohit  of  th« 
case  for  your  consideration  in  a  mili- 
tary point  of  view,  but  also  as  it  most 
deeply  atFects  my  character  as  an  of- 
ficer, and  from  implied  and  distant  in- 
sinuation in  the  charge,  conveyed  un- 
der the  words  personal  exertion  which 
has  been  so  often  repeated  and  some- 
times with  particular  emphasis  in  the 
course  of  the  trial,  still  more,  if  pos- 
sible, affects  my  personal  character 
and  conduct.  I  also  request  the  par- 
ticular atteution  of  the  Court  to  it, 
because  I  think  I  shall  clearly  esta- 
blish tliat  the  charge  preferred  against 
me  of  not  co-operating  with,  or  sup- 
porting thediflferent  divisions  engaged, 
and  the  consequences  stated  in  the 
charge  of  their  surrendering  tor  want 
of  such  aid  and  support  is  completely 
founded  on  a  misconception  of  the 
nature  of  the  case,  and  of  the  plan  of 
attack,  and  of  the  relative  situations 
of  myself  as  commander  in  chief,  and 
the  officers  leading  the  different  co- 
lumns, that  the  third  charge  is  com- 
pletely founded  on  a  false  assumption 
of  that  which  had  no  existence,  and 
is  not  applicable  to  the  nature  of,  end 
that  it  falls  short  in  not  stating  the 
onl)'  circumstances  upon  which  such 
a  charge,  with  reference  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  assault  on  the  town,  and 
object  of  it,  could  be  founded  ;  this 
view  of  the  case,  which  I  feel  satis- 
fied, I  shall  shew  to  the  Court  to  be 
the  only  just  and  proper  one,  it  is  ob- 
yious  from  the  course  of  examination, 
lias  never  once  occurred  to  tlie  pro-- 
secutorj  it  certainly  did  not  occur  to 
him  when  the  charges  were  prefer- 
red against  me,  or  they  would  have 
been  dilfcrently  framed  5  and  I  think 
that  Uie  Court  will  see,  tliat  it  ha^ 
not  occurred  to  him  since ;  in  ordep 
to  explain  this  niode  of  considering 
the  case,  I  must  call  the  attention  of 
the  Cpurt  to  the  nature  and  arrange- 
nient  of  tlie  plan.  The  plan  as  the 
Court  will  have  seen  w^as  to  refuse  the 
center,  and  the  directions  therefore 
were  not  to  persevere  in  spite  of  pb? 
Cc 
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stacks,  but  to  pursue  the  main  ob- 
ject, that  of  getting  to  the  vicinity  of 
the  river,  or  as  far  in  advance  towards 
it  as  possible ;  the   columns   of  the 
left  wing,  therefore  were,  in  case  of 
meeting  with    obstacles  to  take   the 
next  practicable  streets  to  the  left  of 
those  in  which  they  met  with  obsta- 
cles, and   the  columns   of  the  right 
ving,   the  streets   to   the   right,   t!ie 
effect   of  which    necessarily  was   to 
avoid  attacking  tlie  center  and  main 
defences,   if  they  presented  formida- 
ble obstacles  to  our  advance,  and  to 
establish   a   line  of    stations  on   die 
houses  or  commanding  buildings  near 
tlie  river  on   the  flanks  of  the  main 
defences  of  the  enemy,  which  stations 
would,  if  the  orders  had   been  pur- 
sued, have    occupied   the   town    on 
each  flank  of  the  defences   of  the 
enemy  ,  approaching  near,  or  being 
further  from  the  center  in  proportion 
as  any  obstacles  in  the  streets  might 
inake  it  necessary  to  diverge  towards 
the  flanks,  and  their  attacks  must  ne- 
cessarily haye  communicated  with  and 
supported  each  other. 

The  Court  will  observe  by  refer- 
ring to  tlie  orders,  that  four  regiments 
on  the  left,  under  Sir  5.  Achmuty 
and  General  Lumley  :  n?mely,  the 
8;th,  5th,  36th,  and  8Sth,  were  di- 
vided into  wings,  constituting  there- 
fore eight  different  columns  of  attack, 
exclusive  of  the  38th  which  was  to 
attack  the  Torus  from  the  rear,  and 
the  brigade  under  General  Craufurd, 
and  tlie  45th  under  Colorjel  Guaid, 
■were  divided,  as  the  Court  have  h^ard, 
into  five  columns  of  attack,  and  if 
the  Court  will  refer  to  the  plan  of  the 
town,  they  will  lind,  that  with  the 
exception  of  the  two  streets  to  tlie 
right  and  left  of  the  centre  of  the 
square  of  Buenos  Ayres,  which  were 
refused,  all  the  streets  were  occupied 
by  our  column.  The  orders  distinctly 
state  that  each  division  was  to  go,  if 
possible  (which  term  was  explained, 
as  has  beeii  stated  in  the  answer  to 


General  Lumley *5  question) ,  straight 
down  the  street,  until  it  arrived  at  the 
last  square  of  houses,  near  the  river 
Plata  of  which  they  were  to  possess 
themselves,  and  on  the  tops  of  which 
they  were  to  form.  The  Court  will 
recollect  that  the  sides  of  the  squares 
of  houses  are  140  yards,  and  it  is 
therefore  obvious,  that  if  the  build- 
ings and  houses  had  been  occupied 
according  to  orders,  the  different  di- 
visions would  have  been  not  only 
within  reach  of  communication  and 
support,  but  actually  in  contact  with 
each  other :  it  is  perfectly  clear,  there- 
fore, that  they  were  to  look  to  each 
other  for  co-operation  and  support. 

Let  me  now  consider  the  supposi- 
tion, or  rather  assumption  in  the 
third  charge,  that  the  different  divi- 
sions engaged  in  the  attack  were  to 
look  to  the  centre  or  the  reserve  for 
co-operation  and  support;  for  upon 
this  assumption,  the  charge  and  al- 
most all  the  evidence  is  founded.  If 
this  assumption  is  not  warranted  ei- 
ther by  the  orders  or  the  circum- 
stances, the  third  charge  is  stated  as 
I  have  before  suggested  on -a  complete 
misc(xiception  of  the  case.  To  ascer- 
tain this  point,  1  request,  the  Court's 
attention  to  the  distribution  of  the  force 
under  my  command,  and  the  com- 
p?rative  strength  and  relative  position 
of  the  different  divisions  both  of  attack 
and  in  the  centre  and  in  the  reserve, 
there  were  14  divisions  of  attack,  the 
38tli  regiment  entire,  the  others  con- 
sisting of  wings  of  regiments  includ- 
ing (with  the  exception  of  a  company 
of  the  88 th  left  at  head  quarters  tp 
guard  the  hospitnl  and  prisoners)  all 
the  infantry  of  the  army.  In  the  cen- 
ter advanced  into  the  town,  were  the 
carabineers  and  part  of  the  pth  light 
dragoons  consisting  ot  about  000  men, 
250  carabineers  armed  \yitli  the  old 
carbines  with  myself  qt  the  Coral, 
consisting  of  the  reser\e,  and  with  the  <« 
artillery  l5o  of  the  dismounted  ()th  ' 
■light  dragoons  and  about  30  of  the 
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17th  li^ht  dragoons  mounted.  Was 
it  possible  with  this  force  to  have  co- 
operated with  or  supported  all  the  at- 
tacks ?  could  it  have  been  divided  so 
as  to  have  supported  with  any  effect 
each  wing  ?  Could  it  in  fact  if  di- 
vided, or  even  if  united,  have  effec- 
tually co-operated  with  or  supported 
by  any  attack  through  the  town,  the 
attack  made  by  the  carabineers  and 
pth  light  dragoons  from  the  centre? 
Could  any  of  the  officers  commanding 
divisions  of  the  attack,  looked  at  the 
orders,  and  seeing  the  distribution  of 
the  force,  have  af  all  looked  to  the 
centre  or  reserve  for  support  ?  was  it 
not  obvious  that  he  moved  and  acted 
throughout  the  attack  in  immediate 
communication  wiih  others,  and  that 
tlie  object  was  to  form  a  connected 
line  of  stations  on  the  houses  and 
buildings  near  the  Plata,  nrutually 
communicating  with  and  supporting 
each  other? 

I  will  now  proceed  to  apply  the 
observations  to  the  divisions  which 
surrendered,  and  whose  surrender  for 
want  of  aid  and  support  is  imputed  to 
me  as  a  crime,  with  what  justice  will 
be  for  the  Court  hsreafter  to  deter- 
mine. 

The  Court  will  find  it  proved  by 
the  evidence  of  Lieutenant-colonel 
Duff  and  of  Major  Vandeleur.  that 
they  with  the  respective  wings  of  the 
88th  turned  to  their  right  instead  of 
left,  as  had  been  particularly  ordered, 
and  strange  as  it  may  appear,  they  will 
also  see  from  the  evidence  of  Lieute- 
nant-colonels Pack  and  Cadogan  and 
Brigadier-general  Craufurd,  that  each 
of  their  divisions  turned  to  the  left 
instead  of  the  right,  and  it  is  not  a 
little  remarkable  that  it  was  not  until 
they  had  &o  deviated,  that  they  en- 
•ounterie-d  the  formidable  opposition 
which  has  been  described,  or  sustained 
any  serious  loss,  and  it  is  obvious  that 
ia  this  deviation  from  the  intention 
and  spirit  of  the  orders,  as  explained  in 
prweuce  of  tli*  officers,  io  aijswer  t# 


General  Lumley's  question,  that  the 
corps  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Duff  and 
Major  Vandeleur,  and  also  that  of 
Colonel  Cadogan  lost  the  support  of 
the  columns  on  their  flank  and  became 
entangled  in  the  obstacles  they  were 
desired  to  avoid,  were  ultimately 
obliged  to  surrender.  It  is  also  ne- 
cessary that  the  Court  should  observe, 
that  those  corps  of  the  left  wing 
which  made  no  such  deviation,  pre- 
served their  connection  with  each 
other,  and  ultimately  finding  the  ob- 
stacles so  formidable  and  the  resist- 
ance so  much  greater  than  had  been 
foreseen,  they  retired  to  the  left  flank 
and  took  post  at  the  Toros.  With  re- 
spect to  the  88th.  it  seems  difficult  to 
find  any  reason  for  this  deviation,  no 
express  object  is  stated  t  but  Colonels 
Pack  and  Cadogan  both  state  that, 
having  found  no  opposition  as  they 
proceeded  until  they  came  within  sight 
of  the  river,  they  turned  to  look  for 
the  enemy,  this  is  the  expression 
of  one  of  them,  moving  directly  on 
towards  the  great  square,  which  it 
ne\er  w?.s  intended  they  should  aj>- 
proach  ;  and  in  this  attempt  they  suf- 
fered this  dreadful  loss  which  has  been 
stated  J  but  even  then,  although  they 
must  have  considered  themselves  as 
having  encountered  an  obstacle  against 
which  it  was  impossibleto  hope  to  be 
able  to  persevere  with  any  chance  of 
success  ;  instead  of  moving  towards 
the  right,  according  *o  the  answer 
publicly  given  to  General  Lumley, 
they  persevered  and  fell  a  sacrifice. 
Having  applied  tliese  observations  ge- 
nerally to  Colonel  Cadogan,  as  weijl 
as  Colonel  Pack  and  General  Crau- 
furd, I  think  it  but  justice  to  remark 
that  Colonel  Cadogan,  in  the  first 
instance,  and  Colonel  Pack  after- 
wards, must  be  considered  as  acting 
under  superior  orders,  and  the  perse- 
vering resolution  and  gallantry  with 
which  Colonel  Cadogan  held  out  until 
he  was  compelled  by  overpowering 
numbers  to  surrender,  must  for  ev«)f 
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prevent  the  misfortunes  of  that  day, 
ironi  producing  any  recollection  as 
far  as  he  was  concerned,  but  such  as 
must  be  gratifying  to  a  soldier.  Ge- 
neral Craufurd  also  expressly  states, 
that  upon  arriving  at  the  bank  of  the 
Plata  and  opening  the  bastion  of  the 
fort,  be  turned  to  tlie  left  instead  of 
the  right,  and  when  he  had  so  done, 
instead  of  occupying  buildings  ©r  the 
tops  of  houses  along  the  line  of  the 
river,  which  would  have  connected 
him  with  the  Residencia,  and  enabled 
him  any  time  to  communicate  or  re- 
treat, more  particularly  if  the  divi- 
sions under  Cols,  Cadugan  and  Pack, 
had  also  occupied  buildings  on  thesamc 
line,  he  throws  not  only  his  own  divi- 
sion, but  thatof  Col.Giiard's,  and  part 
of  Colonel  Pack's  into  one  building, 
and  there  remain  to  wait  for  support. 
Let  me  now  ask  the  Court  to  examine 
the  evidence,  and  see  on  what  ground 
it  was  that  he  was  led  to  pursue  this 
course  r  Did  it  originate  either  in  the 
letter  or  spirit  of  the  orders  ?  On  the 
contrary,  was  it  not  a  direct  deviation 
-from  both  ?  On  arriving  at  the  banks 
of  the  Plata,  he  moves  to  the  left, 
unites  ttie  detachment  of  tlie  other  di- 
vision with  his  own,  and  throws  the 
whole  into  one  building,  instead  of 
keeping  the  divisions  separate,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  orders,  occupying  the 
roofs  of  the  houses  or  buildings  near 
the  Plata.  I  nmst  also  request  the 
Court  to  observe,  that  this  building 
was  deliberately  occupied,  not  under 
the  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  as  an  imme- 
diate protection  to  the  trcxjps,  as  was 
the  case  in  one  or  two  other  instances, 
but  was  taken  possession  of  as  a  post 
to  maintain.  T.irt  of  the  45th,  as  the 
Court  has  heard,  went  to  the  Resi- 
dencia, though  Colonel  Guard  cmne 
back  with  a  strong  compan\',  and  may 
therefore  be  fairly  considered  as  bring- 
ing a  column  for  one  of  the  streets, 
and  if  the  order  had  been  pursued,  of 
retiring  from  the  obstacles.  Colonel 
Pack's  iuid  C^dogan's  divifcions  would. 


in  retiring  from  the  centre,  have  ap- 
proached more  towards  the  Residencia, 
pushing  General  Craufiird's  also  to 
the  right,  and  placing  tlie  several 
corps  in  such  relative  positions  as  must 
Decessai  iJy  have  produced  the  effect 
intended  by  the  plan  and  orders  of 
their  communicating  and  co-operating 
with,  and  supporting  each  other, 
wiiich  would  have  secured  at  any 
time  a  retreat  upon  the  Residencia. 
Instead  of  pursuing,  in  this  respect, 
the  spirit  of  the  orders  to  the  letter  of 
them,  still  less  the  explanation  of 
them  by  General  Gower,  Brigadier- 
general  Craufurd  throws  himself  into 
a  post  close  to  the  defences  of  the 
enemy,  waiting,  as  he  says,  for  sup- 
port. In  what  part  of  tlie  orders  is  it 
to  be  found  that  such  support  was  to 
be  given  ?  From  what  part  of  tliem 
was  it  to  be  presumed  that  it  was 
promised,  or  was  to  be  expected,  or 
could  be  given  ?  I  admit  that  if  I 
knew  it  was  in  danger,  upon  which  I 
\\  ill  observe  hereafter,  that  whatever 
might  have  been  the  original  plan, 
or  whether  that  danger  had  originated 
in  a  mistake  of  orders  or  not,  I  ad- 
mit most  fully  that  it  would  have 
been  my  duty  to  have  moved  with 
every  man  I  could  collect  to  his  sup- 
port }  but  the  real  question  is,  whe- 
ther it  was  my  duty  to  have  known 
that  he  had,  contrary  to  the  orders,  or 
was  compelled  by  circumstances  so 
to  act  and  taken  such  a  post.  When 
I  state  so  shortly  those  deviations 
from  orders,  I  beg  I  may  not  be  sup- 
posed by  the  Court  to  insist  that  G&- 
neral  Craufurd  was  not  justified  in 
deviating  from  the  orders.  The  re- 
sistance offered  in  that  flank  ma/hav* 
made  it  impracticable  to  carry  them 
into  execution,  and  he  might  exer- 
cise a  grand  military  dlicretn.m  in  oc- 
cupying a  post  as  near  to  the  centre 
defence  of  the  enemy  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attracting  tlie  attention  of  a 
part  of  the  enemy's  force,  but  ought 
he  not,  wli^  ke  uotiupied  this  pkc« 
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to  have  immediately  ascertained  what 
were  his  means  either  of  maintaining 
it  or  retreating  from  it,  and  when  he 
found,  as  of  course  he  must,  that  it 
was  not  tenable  for  any  length  of  time, 
and  that  the  entrance  was  too  nar- 
row to  admit  of  forcing  a  retreat,  if  the 
enemy  collected  and  surrounded  him, 
to  have  reported  to  me  this  unavoid- 
able deviation  from  orders,  and  his 
perilous  situation  ;  or  ought  he  not 
then,  if  he  could  not  make  such 
communication,  though  it  is  obvious 
that  for  some  hours  after  entering  it 
he  could  by  means,  even  of  Co- 
lonel Guard's  detachment,  who  had 
so  gallantly  and  judiciously,  after 
having  occupied  his  own  positions 
moved  to  support  the  other  division, 
in  that  flank,  have  much  more  easily 
opened  a  communication  with  me 
than  I  could  with  him  ;  and  if  he 
had  found  that  such  communication 
could  not  be  opened,  and  he  had  no 
means  of  apprising  me  of  his  situa- 
tion, ought  he  not  then  to  have  se- 
cured the  means  of  retreat  ?  I  have, 
as  the  Court  has  observed,  forborne 
to  make  a  single  observation  upon  the 
practicability  of  maintaining  the  post, 
as  General  Craufurd  stated,  that  it 
•will  be  probably  the  subject  of  ano- 
ther enquiry  on  the  same  ground.  I 
have  not  attempted  to  go  into  any 
examination  of  that  part  of  the  case, 
my  obser\'ations  arise  out  ot  the  evi- 
dence given  by  General  Craufurd 
himself,  and  the  application  of  that 
evidence  to  orders,  and  I  earnestly 
entreat  the  attention  of  the  Court  to 
these  obsei-vations,  as  constituting  the 
real  point  for  their  deliberation  with 
reference  to  the  great  features  of  the 
third  charge;  for,  however  a  false 
confidence  as  to  the  success  of  the  at- 
tacks, or  a  momentary  expectation  of 
receiving  reports,  may  have  led  me  to 
permit  very  precious  time  to  elapse 
before  I  took  steps  to  communicate 
with  the  flanks  (for  with  no  other 
part  could  I,  as  I   will  shew   here- 


after, have  communicated)  on  finding 
that  no  reports  arrived,  it  cannot  be 
imputed  to  me  as  a  crime,  that  I  did 
not  either  personally  or  otherwise 
support  the  ditferent  divisions  engaged 
in  the  attack,  and  thereby  permifted 
them  to  surrender,  unless  it  can  be 
shewn  that  I  had  promised  support 
and  failed  to  give  it ;  that  the  plan 
was  founded  upon  it,  and  1  neglected 
to  perform  any  part  in  the  plan  ;  or 
that  I  knew  it  was  wanted,  and  omit- 
ted either  personally  or  otherwise,  to 
aftbrd  it ;  or  that  I  necessarily  ought 
to  have  known  it,  and  failed  in  pro- 
per exertioH  either  to  give  or  send  it. 

I  will  now  return  to  the  centre,  and 
will  re<iuest  the  Court  to  advert  to  the 
number  and  description  of  force  I 
hiid  with  me,  as  a  complete  proof 
that  the  plati  was  not  ibrmed,  non 
could  by  any  person  who  knew  tlie 
details  of  the  army,  aiid  the  strength 
of  the  corps  of  which  it  consisted, 
be  supposed  to  be  founded  upon  anr 
principle  of  co-operation,  or  support 
from  the  centre.  The  centre  wa^ 
occupied  by  the  least  effective  troopa 
in  the  army,  and  th«  force  left  ther* 
could  hardly  be  considered  as  more 
than  equal  to  ensure  the  safety  of  thus 
guns,  the  hospital  and  prisoners,  and 
to  oppose  a  resistance  to  any  attempt 
of  the  enemy  to  force  their  way  out 
of  the  centre  of  the  town,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  flank  attacks,  which,  as 
Captain  Fraser  has  slated,  we  appre- 
hended would  be  the  probable  etFect 
of  those  attacks.  Consider  this  in 
another  point  of  view.  Iftlxe  flower 
of  the  army,  penetrating  in  parallel 
lines,  in  streets  only  140  yards  fruzn 
e.ich  other,  and  therefore  mutually 
witiiin  the  reach  of  supporting  each 
other,  could  not  maintain  this  ground, 
or  make  any  impression  which  was  to 
be  expected  from  the  whole  dispose- 
able  force  of  the  centre,  and  with  the 
150  men  at  the  Coral,  and  abou^ 
550  or  tiOO  advanced  in  the  centre 
of  the  town  :  even  if  I  had  considssf- 


•*9« 


&EFENCK. 


ed  the  latter  as  disposeable,  for  it  is 
impossible  to  reckon  the  several 
scattered  detachments  extending  along 
the  whole  line  at  distant  intervals, 
and  not  even  in  sight,  or  returned  to 
the  adjutant-general  on  that  day  as 
disposable  :  then,  it  is  clear,  that  the 
columns  of  attack  would  have  less 
difficulty  in  communicating  and  re- 
porting to  me,  than  I  should  have  in 
sending  to  them.  These  corps  were 
stronger,  particularly  General  Crau- 
furd's,  which  consisted  of  the  best 
troops  in  the  army.  They  had  also 
passed  over,  and  knew  the  ground, 
and  General  Craufurd  had  with  him 
an  experienced  officer,  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  whole  town.  General 
Gower  states,  and  1  certainly  consi- 
dered that  all  the  brigadiers  knew 
where  I  was  stationed,  and  that  they 
were  to  report.  General  Craufurd, 
at  all  events,  is  proved,  by  his  own 
evidence,  to  have  knowi)  where  I 
was,  and  upon  such  an  extraordinary 
deviation  from  the  plan  of  attack,  and 
occupying  a  post  which  was  not  tena- 
ble, precluding  a  retreat ;  ought  he 
not  to  liave  immediately  communi- 
cated his  situation  to  me,  and  asked 
for  support  or  orders.  It'  1  then  re- 
fused or  neglected  to  send  it,  if  I  had 
not  then  instantly  put  myself  at  the 
head  of  every  man  I  could  collect, 
and  attempted,  at  the  expence  of  any 
.sacriiice,  to  give  him  support,  the 
brigadier-general  would  have  been 
justified  in  deliberately  charging  me 
witU  abandoning  him  ;  but  unless  I 
have  both  totally  misconceived  the 
plan  of  attack,  the  object  and  spirit, 
and  even  letter  of  the  orders  and  our 
relative  situations,  it  would  have  been 
both  more  decorous  and  more  prudent 
in  a  witness,  standing  in  the  situation 
of  giving  evidence,  to  exculpate  him- 
self, in  which  he  and  some  others 
have  stood,  and  therefore  open  to 
some  little  suspicion  of  a  bias  of  opi- 
aion  :  for  1  will  neither  charge  nor 
suipecl  any  officer  of  being  capable  of 


misrepresenting  any  facts,  to  have 
avoided  giving,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  his  evidence,  so  strong  a  proof 
of  personal  feeling  upon  the  subject ; 
and  that  containing  a  charge  so  in- 
jurious, and,  as  I  trust,  I  shall  prove 
to  the  Court  so  unfounded.  I  am 
proud  to  feel  and  know  that  I  have 
not  deserved  it  ;  for  whatever  I  may 
now  have  been  cempelled  by  the  at- 
tempt to  impeach  my  character,  to 
state  in  my  defence,  and  whatever  I 
may  have  felt  upon  this  subject,  im- 
mediately after  the  transaction,  I  have 
most  cautiously  abstained,  upon  prin- 
ciples both  of  honour  and  feeling, 
from  attempting  to  exculpate  myself 
at  the  expence  of  others,  though  I 
am  well  aware  that  I  might,  by  so 
doing,  have  had  no  difficulty  at  least 
to  divert  much  of  the  popular  cla- 
mour which  has  been  directed  against 
myself,  a  sentiment  I  have  always 
disdained   to  entertain  or  act  upon. 

To  return,  however^  from  the  di- 
gression which  I  hope  the  Court  will 
forgive,  and  attribute  to  the  feelings 
which  could  not  but  be  excited  by  the 
occasion. 

The  Court  has  heard  that  after  the 
unsuccessful  attempts  of  the  gth  light 
dragoons  and  the  carabineers,  and 
afterwards  of  Captain  Foster,  either 
to  open  a  communication,  or  ascertain 
the  situation  of  the  attacking  columns, 
that  a  report  was  brought  to  the  centre 
about  one  o'clock,  that  the  colours  of 
the  fort  were  struck,  and  Colonel 
Toriens  was  sent  down  to  ascertain 
the  fact,  and  while  he  was  absent  I 
rode  to  Mr.  White's  house  (Uae  ab- 
sence alluded  to  by  General  Gower), 
in  the  full  conviction,  as  I  could 
prove  if  it  were  necessary,  that  the 
town  had  surrendered.  I  mention 
this  circumstance,  and  beg  leave  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Court  to  the 
evidence  of  General  Craufurd  and 
Colonel  Pack  on  that  head,  who  both 
state,  that  when  the  first  flag  of  truo» 
c^axii  to  them^  about   the  period  that 
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♦hey  were  satisfied  that  it  was  a  flag 
to  surrender  the  town,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  shewing  the  general  impres- 
sion entertained  at  that  moment  as  to 
the  success  of  the  attack,  and  as  much 
more  conclusive  in  proving  the  feel- 
ings entertained  upon  the  subject  at 
the  time,  than  all  the  evidence  which 
'has  now  after  the  result  been  given  or 
which  now  could  be  given.  I  call 
the  recollection  of  the  Court  to  this 
statement,  as  completely  cOntirniing 
the  evidence  which  has  been  given 
upon  that  head  when  we  returned  to 
head  quarters,  and  to  prove  beyond 
doubt  that  it  was  the  general  feeling 
at  the  time.  If  General  Craufurd, 
who  had  felt  obliged  to  throw  himself 
into  the  St.  Domingo  convent,  and 
Colonel  Pack,  who  had  suffered  so 
severely  in  his  approach  to  the  centre 
defences  of  the  town,  and  had  found 
it  impossible  to  make  any  impression 
upon  them,  entertained  that  idea,  and 
thought  that  the  possession  of  posts  so 
close  to  the  centre  of  the  town,  and 
the  other  attacks  had  produced  such 
an  impression  upon  the  enemy,  may 
not  I,  at  a  greater  distance,  with  no 
suspicion  of  any  disaster,  and  not 
aware  of  the  desperate  nature  of  the 
resistance,  be  allowed,  in  common 
candour,  to  have  entertained  the  same 
impression,  and  can  it  be  said  witli 
our  army,  from  whose  exertions  e\evy 
thing  might  be  expected,  and  not  con- 
templating the  possibility  of  such  a 
defence,  I  was  actuated  by  a  blind 
and  infatuated  contidence  ?  Is  it  the 
first  instance  in  our  military  history  in 
which  the  resistance  of  an  enemy  has 
been  under-rated,  and  tlie  efforts  of 
out  troops  over-iatcd ? 

I  need  mention  only  the  attack  by 
Lord  Nelson  ofFTeneriffe,  and  ol  the 
gun-boats  off  Boulogne,  which  I  se- 
lect as  a  proof  that  even  the  transcend- 
ant  talent  intuitive  foresight,  and  con- 
summate providence  ox  the  greatest 
commander  recorded  in  our  history, 
yt«:re  vqt  always  able  tp  avpid  the  con^ 


sequence  of  a  mi>caIculation  in  this 
respect.  I  ask  only  the  candid  and 
liberal  allowance  of  the  Court  upon 
this  head,  and  that  they  will,  in  in- 
terpreting my  conduct  on  that  day, 
give  me  the  benetit  of  the  motive 
which  migiit  tiiirly  operate  upon  my 
mind. 

Immediately  on  the  return  of  Colo- 
nel Torrens  I  proposed  to  open  a 
communication  with  the  flanks,  and 
sent  Major  Crosby  to  the  right,  and 
immediately  afterwards  Captain  Whit- 
tingham  to  the  left.  Major  Crosby 
WHS  obliged  to  return,  and  I  sent  Cap- 
tain Whittingham  with  a  party  which 
it  was  supposed  would  enable  him  to 
ascertain  the  situation  of  the  columns 
on  that  flank.  I  may  be  asked  why  I 
did  not  also  send  another  detachment 
to  the  right.  I  will  candidly  state  the 
reason,  which  was,  I  had  no  other 
officer  about  me  who  understood  the 
Spanish  language,  the  parties  on  the 
right  were  more  riumerous  than  on 
the  left,  and  I  did  not  like  to  with- 
draw th?  carbineers  and  pth  from  the 
"centre,  and  with  the  very  small  party 
at  the  Coral  was  afraid  of  leaving  the 
guns  not  sufHciently  protected,  but 
more  than  al]  these  considerations, 
which  certainly  would  have  imme- 
diately given  way  to  any  suspicion  of 
the  danger  of  the  right,  1  was  actu- 
ated by  a  confidence  that  the  right  was 
safe,  and  a  much  stronger  anxiety  to 
know  the  situation  of  the  left.  I 
think  that  I  can  satisfy  the  Court  that 
those  impressions,  as  to  the  compara- 
tive situation  of  the  right  and  left, 
were  at  the  time  suci),  as  I  could  not 
but  form  from  the  circumstances,  in- 
treating  the  court  to  bear  in  mind  the 
confidence  still  entertained  as  to  the 
success  of  the  attack,  or,  at  all  events, 
the  absence  of  all  suspicion  that  any 
serious  mischance  had  haj  p.ned,  the 
Court  will  recollect  that  we  had  dis- 
tinguished, and  as  late  in  the  day  as 
any  observation  could  be  made.  The 
weather  being,  as    has   been  stated^ 
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thick  and  hazy  ;  that  two  cannonad- 
ing buildings  on  the  right  were  in  our 
possession,  and  as  we  could  not  dis- 
tinguish the  inteiTnediate  houses,  and 
knei^that  the  force  on  that  side  had 
been  divided  into  five  columns,  I  na- 
turally concluded  that  the  interval  was 
occupied  by  some  of  the  columns,  and 
that  they  necessarily  were  in  a  condi- 
tion to  communicate,  and  co-operate 
with,  and  support,  each  other,  and  I 
considered  that,which  proved  to  be  St. 
Domingo  Church,  as  the  nearest  part 
©f  the  line  occupied  by  our  troops 
towards  the  centre,  and  from  that,  as 
has  been  proved,  we  saw  our  men 
firing  as  long  as  we  could  distinguish 
objects  in  the  town  on  the  left,  where 
there  were  also  high  buildings  be- 
tween the  fort  and  the  town,  although 
eight  columns  under  the  38th  had 
advanced  in  that  direction.  Jf,  there- 
fore, I  had  suspected  any  serious  fai- 
lure, 1  should  have  unavoidably  looked 
to  the  left  as  the  place  where  it  had 
happened,  and  as  that  was,  from  its 
being  the  point  of  communication 
v^hh  the  shipping,  the  most  important 
flank,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  confes- 
sing, and  I  think,  after  what  I  have 
fitated,  the  Court  will  feel  that  it 
vould  have  been  the  natural  course 
to  pursue,  that  if  an  impatience  at  not 
hearing  any  intelligence,  or  the  pot 
being  able  to  form  any  communica- 
f^ion,  had  induced  me  to  leave  the 
pentre  before  any  reports  arrived 
tliere,  or  if  it  had  occurred  to  myself 
or  others,  that  a  great  effort  was  to 
be  made,  and  what  ftjrce  we  had  was 
to  be  assembled,  and  I  was  to  put 
ptyself  at  the  head  of  it  to  endeavour 
jto  restore  the  fortunes  of  the  day,  I 
shotild,  most  inevitably,  have  taken 
the  wrong  directions  and  gone  to  the 
left  instead  of  the  right,  in  a  full  con- 
viction, from  securing  the  two  flags, 
and  knowing  that  the  number  of 
squares  of  houses  on  that  side  were 
less  than  on  the  other  side  of  the  town, 
that  ll)c  attack  had  succeeded  on  the 


right,  and  that  we  had  occupied  th« 
line  on  the  enemy's  left  flank,  but 
had  failed  on  the  others.  The  return 
of  Captain  Whittingham  proved  that 
the  left  was  well  posted  though  the 
attacks  had  foiled,  and  that  Sir  S. 
Auchmuty  recommended  me  to  go  to 
the  left,  but  not  till  I  was  satisfied  as 
to  the  right.  It  was  too  late  that 
evening  to  attempt  any  communica- 
tion with  the  left,  and  I  therefore  re- 
solved not  to  proceed  to  the  left  untij 
I  had  ascertained  the  situation  of  the 
right  and  brought  up  Colonel  Ma- 
hon's  column,  and  which,  as  has 
been  proved  to  the  Court,  was  the 
object  of  attention  in  the  morning, 
and  that  though  it  appeared,  in 
answer  to  the  question  of  the 
Judge  Advocate,  that  I  did  allow 
myself  something  to  cat,  and  that  we 
lay  down  to  rest  ourselves,  though  it 
will  not  be  supposed  my  sleep  vi'-as 
very  sound,  it  should  also  be  recollect- 
ed that  It  appeared  that  I  was  em-  ■ 
plo}ed  in  the  middle  of  that  night  in 
examining  the  guide,  and  setting  the 
bearings  and  distances  for  Captain 
Whittingham's  reconnoissance  the 
next  morning.  I  should  not  allude  to  so 
trifling  a  circumstance,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  repelling  the  insinuatioij 
which  could  not  but  be  intended  to 
be  conveyed  by  the  pointed  manner 
in  which  the  question  was  asked. 

I  must  also  request  the  Court  to 
recollect,  that  it  has  been  proved,  that 
on  our  retiring  to  Mr.  While's  house, 
though  naturally  anxious  for  the  right, 
no  suspicion  was  entertained  by  any 
officer  about  me  of  any  disaster  having 
happened  tq  it,  but  that  we  retired 
with  a  full  confidence  that  it'was  like 
the  left  safely  posted.  So  many  im- 
portant subjects  of  discussion  occur- 
red, as  to  this  day,  that  ]  must,  be- 
fore I  quit  it,  shortly  recapitulate  the 
arguments,  which  with  great  defe^ 
rence  I  submit  to  the  Court  or)  thi§ 
charge,  that  of  not  co-operating  with, 
or  supporting  the  attatk,  whereas  some 
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c.r  them  succeeded.  I  tru.st  that  I  have 
satisfied  the  Court,  the  plan  was  not 
'  andedupon  support  for  the  centreand 
It  the  commanding  officer  was  not 
iistified  in  expecting  it  ;  but  that  from 
il.e  nature  of  the  disposition  they 
aid  necessarily  co-operate  with  and 
;ip<»rt  each  other,  and  accordingly 
^'.  ith  the  exception  of  the  88th,  it 
V.  as  so  understood  and  acted  upon  on 
■  left,  if  I  have  succeeded  in  this, 
ii  clear  that  I  was  not  to  move  from 
tiiL-  centre.  I  know  that  some  point 
V.  anted  support :  to  have  estimated 
tijc  danger  of  Brigadier-general  Crau- 
iiud's  brigade,  I  must  have  foreseen 
;  ::U  he  and  those  with  him  would 
fi  tally  deviate  from  the  plsn  of  attack, 
tiiat  he  would  occupy  a  post  not  ten- 
.'blc  and  from  which  he  could  not  re 
trtat;  that  knowing  he  could  not  re- 
treat from  it,  he  would  suft'er  himself 
to  be  surrounded  so  as  to  have  his  re- 
treat cut  off,  and  that  having  oc- 
cupied a  single  post,  and  that  with  his 
own  division  and  detachments  from 
two  others,  instead  of  a  line  of  posts 
mutually  supporting  each  other,  he 
would  not  send  to  apprize  me  of  his 
situation,  but  presume  upon  my  co- 
operation or  support,  which  was  nei- 
ther consistent  wfth  the  plan  nor  the 
disposition  of  our  force,  and  finally, 
that  a  resistance,  oi'  which  there  i^ 
no  example,  would  be  made  by  the 
inhabitants  of  an  open  town  against 
so  formidable  a  body  of  disciplined 
troops.  It  has  been  asked  where  was 
Colonel  Mahon's  brigade^  and  why 
was  it  not  united  with  the  re-t  of  tlie 
army  j,  and  though  it  has  not  been 
asked  why  was  not  t!;e  attack  made 
before,  questions  of  a  similar  teadency 
have  been  put  as  to  the  eftlct  which 
would  have  been  produced,  if  he  had 
taken  part  in  the  attack.  It  has  a  so 
been  asked,  why  no  other  etibrt  was 
■made  to  open  a  conununicalion,  either 
by  the  centre  or  the  tl;iuks.  It  has  also 
been  asked,  why  further  orders  was 
not  sent  to  the  coi-ps  in  the  town,  and 
finally,  why  1  did  not  ptjrsonally  col- 


lect my  force  and  put  myself  at  their 
head  and  communicate  with  the  at- 
tacks. I  will  candidly  answer  all  their 
questions,  and  though  in  so  doing,  I 
cannot  acquit  myself  of  .some  blame, 
I  think  the  Court  v.-ill  feel  that  my 
defence,  whatever  it  may  be,  is  of  a 
description  that  cannot  be  said  to  at- 
tach disgrace  either  to  myself  or  my 
profession,  my  country  or  his  ma- 
jesty's arms  ;  that  it  neither  justifies 
the  charge  nor  the  odiun>  which  has 
been  cast  upon  me.  I  have,  in  com- 
mon with  others,  who  have  been  be- 
fore in  a  trying  situation  under  novel 
circumstances  against  my  own  judg- 
ment adopted  a  plan  of  attack  which  ^ 
has  failed.  I  unfortunately  underra'ed 
the  resistance  of  the  enemy,  and  es- 
tunated  too  highly  our  means  of  at- 
tack. A  false  confidence,  as  the  event 
has  proved,  not  only  governed  ths 
preparatory  arrangements  for  the  at- 
tack, but  operated  in  producing  all 
the  events  of  that  day.  Every  prepa- 
ration, every  occurrence  of  that  day 
originated  in  the  supposition  of  the 
ultimate  success  of  the  plan.  I  was 
acting  under  that  impression,  and  the  ' 
charges  are  founded  upon  the  result. 
I  was  writing  for  reports  of  success 
that  1  might  send  orders  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  it,  and  my  actions,  which 
were  founded  on  a  conviction  that  no 
possibility  existed  of  a  failure,  are 
scrutinized  as  if  I  had  known  of  the 
peril  of  others,  and  had  failed  to  per- 
form my  duty  in  extricating  them.  I 
admit  that,  had  1  foreseen  the  despe- 
rate resistance  of  the  enemy,  I  should 
have  made  no  such  attack,  or  at  least, 
would,  until  Colonel  Mahon  came  up, 
have  availed  myself  of  all  the  force 
in  my  power.  It  has  been  asked,  why 
I  did  not  avail  myself  of  his  brigade 
to  extricate  the  right.  The  answers 
are  two;  I  never  suspected  that  it 
wai.ted  that  assistance,  and  if  it  had. 
Colonel  Mahoudidnot  cross  the  bridge 
until  dark.  I  was,  in  the  coniidence 
of  success,  waiting  for  reports,  while 
Dd 
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the  generals,  by  some  misunderstand- 
ing, state  that  they  were  waiting  for 
orders.  General  Gower,  who  explain- 
ed to  rhem  the  details  upon  the  map, 
and  whose  plan  it  was,  states,  that 
they  had  orders  to  report,  and  that 
his  recommendation  to  me  to  stay  at 
the  Coral  was  founded  on  the  direc- 
tion to  report  to  me  there. 

But  independent  of  this,  the  Court 
will  consider,  whether,  under  all  the 
circumstances.  Gen.  Craufurd,  who 
certainly  did  know  where  I  was, 
ought  not  to  have  reported  his  situa- 
tion which  he  might  have  done  for 
three  hours  after  he  occupied  It. 
With  respect  to  the  facility  of  com- 
munication, I  think  it  will  be  ad- 
mitted after  the  attempt  of  the  cara- 
bineers, that  it  could  not  have  been 
found  after  the  middle  of  the  day,  or 
indeed  earlier,  through  the  centre  of 
tlie  town.  I  might  have  opened  a 
•ommunication  witli  the  flank  corps 
and  possibly  with  the  corps  at  the  Re- 
•idencia,  if  I  had  applied  any  consi- 
derable portion  of  the  carabineres  and 
9th  to  that  purpose  ;  and  no  doubt 
can  be  entertained  that  I  should  have 
done  so,  if  I  had  suspected  the  neces- 
sity. But  I  liave  shown  that  circum- 
stances led  me  to  conclude  that  the 
right  had  succeeded  more  completely 
Uian  the  left. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  confidence 
entertained  in  the  success  of  the  at- 
tack, I  think  the  court  will  feel  satis- 
fied, that,  whatever  might  be  the 
shades  of  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
the  plan,  at  the  time,  for  I  deprecate 
the  judgment  formed  now,  that  no 
difference  of  opinion  existed  as  to  its 
guccess,  and  no  apprehension  of  its 
failure.  This  has  been  proved  by 
various  officers  of  the  staff,  who  were 
more  likely  than  all  others  to  have 
heard  any  such  opinion  if  it  had  ex- 
isted. It  has  been  proved  that  though 
fny  second  in 'command  was  with  me 
the  whole  of  the  day,  and  one  of  my 
reasons  for  keeping  him  was,  that  the 
plan  had  beeii  considered  and  arrang- 


ed by  himself,  and  neither  h«  nor 
any  other  person,  either  felt  the 
danger  or  suspected  the  misforlnn* 
which  happened,  but  were  like  myself, 
expecting  every  moment  to  hear  of 
our  columns  being  in  possession  of  the 
town.  No  measure,  therefore,  was 
proposed  or  suggested,  and  we  return- 
ed to  head-quarters  with  a  fair  conti- 
dence  in  the  safety  of  the  right.  Is 
not  a  proof  from  facts  more  strong 
than  evidence  of  the  impression  which 
then  existed  ? 

To  conclude  the  charge,  I  may 
have  erred  in  adopting  a  plan  which 
has  failed,  1  may  frocu  too  great  con- 
fidence in  it,  have  neglected  to  take 
all  the  precaution  necessary,  and 
which  I  should  have  taken  could  f 
have  foreseen  the  resistance  which  was 
opposite  to  us :  I  may  under  this  inv- 
pression  hare  permitted  valuable  time 
on  the  night  of  the  Sth,  to  pass  by,  iri 
the  expectation  of  receiving  accountf 
of  our  columns  being  posted,  and 
acting  only  upon  the  impressson  of 
the  moment,  and  which  I  felt  only  in 
common  with  others  as  to  the  ulti^ 
mate  success  of  the  attack,  I  did  not 
take  steps  or  make  exertions,  whick 
were  called  for  by  events  of  which  | 
had  no  knowledge.  The  Court  therew 
fore,  I  trust,  will  see,  that  any  offence, 
whatever  it  may  be,  consists  only  in 
not  having  foreseen  these  events,  ii^ 
error  in  judgment,  in  under-rating  my 
enemies,  and  two  highly  estimating 
my  own  forces  ;  and  that  the  charge 
is  neitlisr  applicable  to  the  nature  of 
the  case,  the  circumstances  or  the 
situation  in  which  I  was  placed.  To 
the  judgment  of  tho. Court  upoQ  this 
subject,  I  cheerfully  submit  myself; 
satisfied  that  an  error  in  judgment  will 
not,  after  the  numerous  instances  in 
which  others  have  tailed,  who  made 
false  estimates  of  tlie  comparative 
means  of  resistance  and  attack,  be 
considered  by  the  Court  as  meriting 
that  which  I  hare  already  suffered  in 
this  proseculiau. 
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Upon  tl*>  subject  of  the  fourth  and 
last  charge  I  am  now  to  trespass  on 
the  attention  of  the  Court.     I  should 
have  rested  satisfied  that  the  evdence 
pf  Admiral  Murray,  General  Gower, 
Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty,  and  other  of- 
ficers on  that  subject,  would  acquit 
me  in  the  candid  opinion  of  the  Court 
of  having  acted,  in  this  measure,  con- 
trary to  the  policy,  as  well  as  the  ne- 
cessity of  its   execution.      Much   of 
public  calumny  has  been  Lhrown  out 
against  me  in   my  conduct  upon  this 
point,  but,  however,  it  may  have  been 
justified,  I  will  leave  it  to  the  justice 
and  impartiality   of  this  honourable 
Court,  when  I  hare  laid  before  them 
the  grounds  that  led  me  to  this  act  of 
impolicy,  as  it  has  been  deemed,  to 
acquit  or  condemn   me.     I   call    the 
rci:nllection  of  the  Court  to  the  State 
of  South  America,  and  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  towards  us,  and 
I  might  also  call  its   attention  to  my 
instructions,   as  civil    Governor  and 
Commander  of  the  Forces,  and  to  the 
instructions  communicated  to  me  on 
my  arrival    in  South  America.     But 
before  I   apply    these  observations  to 
the  matter  in  question,  it  is  necessary 
to  advert  to  the  situation  of  the  Bri- 
tish   Forces    remaining     in    Buenos 
Ayres  on   the   morning  of  the  cith. 
Whether  I  acted  with  sound  discre- 
tion or  not  in  this  respect,  it  becomes 
my  duty  to  state  to  the  Court  all  the 
circumstances   which  led  me  to  the 
final  conclusion  of   this  treaty,   the 
basis  of  which  was,  the  delivering  \tp 
the  fortress  of  Monte  Video  ;  I  nope 
the  Court  will  do  me  the  justice   to 
think  that  I   disregrarded   all  perso- 
nal considerations,  in  pursuing  the  line 
of  conduct  which   appeared    to    me 
most  condusive  to   the   interest  and 
honour  of  his    Majesty's  arms.     The 
circumstance  of  our  not  having  made 
any    particular    impression    on     the 
enemy,    in    the    attack.      The  best 
troops  of  the  whole  army,  which  in- 
cluded a  large  portion  of  that  army, 
^yer^    taken  prisoners.      Experience 


had  shewn  us  that  w«  had  the  ut- 
most resistance  to  encounter  if  we 
attempted  another  attack  af'er  the 
first  had  failed  ;  and  succcS'.  had  en- 
creased  the  dcienrjination  of  tlie  ene- 
my to  oppose  us  in  every  direction  j 
and  encreased  their  confiden  ,e,  w  lile 
on  the  other  hand  defent  had  !es  oned 
ours.  The  next  consideration  vva$ 
the  possibtlity  of  renewing  the  at-, 
tack  :  our  forces  were  reduced,  ex- 
hausted, unpiovided  with  the  mec'jis 
of  attack  if  they  had  the  disposition* 
It  will  not  be  necessary  for  me  to 
enter  into  a  description  of  the  town, 
the  nature  of  the  buildings,  and  the 
difficulty  of  making  any  impression 
upon  them  by  bf-mb-irdment ;  experi- 
ments taught  us  to  iortn  that  conclu- 
sion. If  the  force  we  had  in  its  ori-- 
ginal  strength  and  numbers  had  been 
unsuccessful  in  assault,  surely  it  was 
doubttul,  whether  the  remaining  and 
unconqiaered  army  with  me  \vould 
have  been  successful  in  a  repetition 
of  a  similar  mode  of  iittack.  Under 
all  these  considerations,  I  felt  satis- 
fied that  the  renewal  of  the  attack 
would  be  impolitic,  and  would  have 
answered  no  xtvy  beneticial  purpose  3 
on  tlie  contrary,  I  was  urged  by  a 
much  stronger  motive  than  I  have 
stated.  It.-had  been  reported  to  ine, 
tlHit  the  exasperated  state  of  the  i:;;a- 
bitants,  from  a  representation  r'  it 
cruelties  had  bfren  practised  in  e 
town  by  the  British  soldiery,  would 
lead  them  to  massacre  the  prisoners 
in  their  possession.  The  safety  of 
those  brave  troops  I  considered  as  an 
object  of  high  ii  nwrtance  .  ;uid  had 
I  aisregarded  their  situation,  .  nd  left 
them  to  their  fate,  b)  a  rene^^al  ol  au 
attack  thst  would  have  brobably  fsll- 
ed,  I  should  have  been  dnv-n  trom 
society  as  the  iuostunprincipled  of  men. 
It  was  not  a  subject  of  very  long  cout 
sideration  :  the  attack  was  declined. 

The  next  consicleralion  was  our 
giving  up  the  footing  we  had  in  South 
America,  as  the  only  means  of  re- 
gaining tbpse  troops.    On  this  subjiec 
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many  important  considerations  pre- 
sented tliemselves.  First,  the  situation 
of  the  country,  and  the  nature  of  our 
instiuctions.  It  was  supposed  from 
the  information  received  by  Govern- 
ment that  the  country  would  be  con- 
quered and  kept  in  subjection  by  8000 
troops,  which  were  considered  as  a 
large  force.  But  the  information  re- 
ceived by  Government  upon  this  sub- 
ject must  have  been  founded  in  ig- 
norance of  the  true  state  of  the  coun- 
try, I  found,  on  my  arrival,  that  the 
resistance  we  should  have  to  contend 
with  far  exceeded  every  calculation  ; 
not  a  single  friend  had  we  in  the 
country  :  on  the  contrary,  every  in- 
habitant was  determined  to  exert  his 
individual  strength.  Upon  this  sub- 
ject 1  rely  on  the  experience  of  Sir 
S.  Auchmuty,  who  stated  that  dou- 
ble the  number  of  troops  I  have  men- 
tioned \\ould  be  required  to  conquer 
and  keep  possession  of  the  country. 
Under  these  disadvantages,  in  a  mili- 
tary point  of  view,  we  should  advert  to 
the  immense  extent  of  countiy  that 
must  be  maintained,  and  die  constant 
supply  of  troops  from  Europe  which 
it  would  be  UL-cessary  to  keep  up  for 
that  purpose.  Tlie  inhabitants  be- 
coming every  day  more  and  more  ex- 
asperated, any  attempts  to  maintain  a 
footing  in  the  country  would  be  at- 
tended with  the  complete  destruction 
of  the  whole  force  remaining  in  the 
country.  To  attempt  keeping  Monte 
Video  we  mu'^t  have  turned  out  four- 
teen thousand  inhabitants  j  a  measure 
utterly  impossible  in  its  Oiecution, 
and  a  deviation  from  the  spirit  of  my 
instructions.  The  C'uut  will  per- 
ceive that  the  instructions  1  received 
were,  in  the  strongest  manner,  to 
avoid  any  oppression  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, which  ^\•ould  expose  us  to  the 
consequences  of  their  hatred.  I  felt, 
therefore,  satisfied  that  these  were 
consideraticns  of  bufricient  weight,  in 
a  military  as  well  as  a  political  point 
of  viewj  to  induce  me  to  abandon  a 


position  which  was  only  to  be  re- 
tained by  the  disposing  of  the  inha- 
bitant' in  a  manner  revolting  to  hu- 
manity and  the  law  of  nations.  On  the 
odier  hand,  I  was  anxious  for  the  pre- 
servation ofthe  lives  of  onrbravetroops 
in  the  town,  and  having  no  other  means 
or  hope  of  procuring  their  surrender 
but  by  agreeing  to  leave  the  Plata.  It 
was  by  all  these  considerations  I  was 
actuated  ;  and  by  the  concuri  ent  opi- 
nions of  the  Admiral,  and  GenerLsI 
Oilicers  of  the  army  I  consented  to 
yield  up  these  advantages,  and  enter 
into  this  treaty  with  tlie  Spanish  Ge- 
neral. I'hat  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  enemy  to  destroy  the  prisoners,  if 
an  attempt  had  been  made  to  renew 
the  attack,  the  evidence  adduced  by 
several  officers  on  that  subject,  af- 
forded the  most  probable  grounds  of 
concluding  that  this  would  be  the 
consequence  of  such  a  measure.  And 
I  am  well  assured  that  from  such  in- 
formation the  Court  will  think  that 
in  exercising  such  discretion  I 
was  actuated  not  by  any  private 
opinion  :  but  1  refer  them  to  the  evi- 
dence of  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty  and- 
General  Gower,  who  were  of  opi- 
nion that,  in  a  military  point  of  view, 
the  necessity  of  abandoning  Monte 
Video  had  arrived  at  this  time.  I 
think  it  necessary  to  state  also,  as 
some  ground  of  inducements  to  this 
measure,  that  no  valuable  object 
couid  have  been  obU;ined  by  hold- 
ing any  military  post  in  that  country, 
circumstanced  as  Vve  were,  and  the 
hopes  of  those  persons  who  calculated 
upon  mercantile  speculations  were 
tallacioas,  experienci;  had  proved.  I'iie 
General  then  contended  that  as  the 
fortress  v/as  not  committed  to  his 
own  personal  charge,  he  cculd  not  be 
responsible  for  the  net  of  another;  but 
as  Commander  in  Chidf  oi  the  army 
and  civil  Governor,  he  was  vested 
wiih  that  discretion,  which  as  the  re- 
presentative of  his  Sovereign  he  was' 
entitled  tOj  in  administering  and  di- 
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i  N  Ung  what  measares  he  conceived, 
best  calculated  tbi"  ihegood  otthe  ser- 
vice in  which  he  was  employed.  The 
Court  would  recollect  tluit  the  Judge 
Advocate  seemed  lo  consider  as  a  sub- 
ject of  charge,  that  the  fortress  was 
iU)t,  when  delivered  up,  in  a  state 
of  blockade.  He  had  only  to  say 
that  that  could  have  no  reference  to 
the  fourth  charge  as  a  n:!ilitary  conside-^ 
ration,  and  then  concluded  as  follows: 
I  have  at  length  arrived  at  tlie 
conclusion  of  tliis  long  defence,  and 
I  have  now  to  apologize  for  tres- 
passing thus  much  on  the  attention  of 
the  Court.  The  country  looks  to  your 
discretion  and  judgment  in  the  deci- 
sion' of  the  important  question,  whe- 
ther I  have  been  justified  in  my  con- 
duct as  an  otHcer  hearing  his  Ma- 
jesty's arms.  I  look  to  that  judg- 
ment, and  have  looked  to  it  with 
long  and  painful  anxiety  to  repel  the 
calumnies  that  have  been  so  industri- 
ously thrown  out  against  me  to  con- 
found those  malicioai  publications 
which  have  been  industriously  circu- 
lated to  my  prejudice,  the  authors  of 
which,  because  I  have  been  unfoitu- 
nate,  have,  to  answer  some  priv-ate 
and  sinister  ends,  loaded  mc  vvidi  their 
calumnies.  But  I  hope  and  trust  the 
fair  investigation  my  conduct  has  un- 
dergone by  this  Honoui-ablc  Court, 
and  the  Defence  I  have  set  up  again.it 
the  charges  preferred  against  me  will 
allay  the  public  I'eelings  of  abhor- 
rence vvhicli  have  been  e.\cited  by 
these  engines,  and  clear  my  charac- 
ter from  those  imputations  of  mis- 
conduct which  have  been  thrown  out: 
against  me  without  the  opportunity 
of  vindicating  my  reputation  from 
their  iniquitous  effects.  I  have  now. 
only  to  claim  the  indulgence  of  the 
Court,  pr.aying  their  rittehtion  to  the 
documents  I  shall  have  occasion  to 
lay  before  yoa  in  the  course  of  niy 
defence. 


This  detail  was  so  long  that,  hi  the 
course  of  reading  it,  General  V\  iutelockc 
was  relieved  alternately  by  Brigadier- 
general  Meade,  Mr.  heuis,  and  Mr. 
Sewell,  wlio,  as  tlie  Gtiicral's  irieiuU  and 
relatives,  were  pennitted  to  assist  in  the 
recital  ;  iMr.  liarri'^on,  Gen<'ral  Wliite- 
lo.cke's  Counsel,  beins;  prevented  from 
doing  so  by  the  general  custom  of  the 
Court.  Having  ended.  General  White- 
locke  put  several  written  documents 
into  the  hands  of  the  Judge  Advo-i 
cate,  which  he  had  alluded  to  in  the. 
defence,  and  which  lie  wished  to  put  in 
as  evidence. 

The  Judge  Advocate-general  observ- 
ed, that  altliough  th(f-;e  documents  were 
not  strictly  evidence,  and  ought  not 
strictly  to  be  received,  yet  he  had  not 
the  slightest  objection,  'if  the  Court 
should  wave  tlieirs,  to  theii'  being  re- 
ceived. 

No  objection  being  passed  by  the 
Court,  they  w<'re  then  read,  'fhe  first 
was  a  private  dispatch  from  Sir  Saniucl 
Auchmuty  to  the  right  lionourable  Wil- 
liam Windham,  dau'd  Monte  Video, 
Feb.  17,  1807,  in  which  the  circum- 
stances'  attending  the  capture  of  the 
place  were  <.letailud  at  considerable 
length ;  describing  the  customs  and 
manners  of  the  inhabitants,  their  moric 
of  v.arfare;  and  after  detailing  the  great 
los  es  sustained  by  the  troops  under  his 
conmiand  in  the  attack,  the  General 
gives  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  troops 
then  in  the  country  were  unequal  to  the 
task  of  retaininL":  any  position  in  that 
part  of  the  world  ;  and  that  from  the 
dispo-iiion  of  the  inhabitants,  and  other 
causes,  a  force  of  not  less  than  15,000 
men  would  be  able  to  conqut-r  or  keep 
that  country  for  any  consideraiile  length 
of  time.  1  he  next  document  was  also  a 
leticr  from  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty  to 
Mr.  Windham,  dated  March  6,  1807, 
nearly  upon  the  san;e  subject,  but  giMUg 
at  some  length  in  representing  the  hos- 
tile Slate  of  the  inhabitants  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  his  attuujpts  to  ascertain 
their  disi>osition  towards  the  British 
forces,  'file  next  was  a  letter,,  dated 
Feb.  26,  1807,  from  Sir  S.  Aucljmuty  lo 
the  Spanish  Commander,  complaining  of 
a  solemn  compact  l>eing  violated  bv  th.e 
Spanish  forces  towajdi  the  British,  &c. 
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The  next  was  a  letter  from  the  Au- 
diencia,  declining,  in  peremptory  terms, 
tlie  interfeience  of  the  British  govem- 
ment  in  that  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  also 
a  letter  dated  Buenos  Ayres,  March  2, 
1807,  signed  by  one  of  the  principal 
members  of  the  Spanish  government, 
and  addressed  to  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty, 
upon  the  same  subject  as  that  from  the 
Audiencia. 

Aftei-     these    letters  a    great    num- 
ber of  orders  wers  read,  issued  by  the 


Ccmmander  of  the  forces  t©  the  army  on 
his  arriving  at  Montevideo,  to  the  com- 
nianding  officers  of  divisions  in  tlie  ar* 
rangemcnt  of  its  operations,  preparatory 
to  their  embarking  for  Ensinada.  The 
dates  were.  May  8th,  21st,  25th,  the 
latter  for  the  collection  of  horses  for  the 
expedition,  and  the  order  3Ist  of  May 
relative  to  the  disposition  of  the  super- 
fluous baggage  of  the  cavalry.  At  three 
o'clock  the  Court  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 
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^'he  Court  being  met  pursuant  to  ad- 
jourmneiit,  LieutciiaiU-geiieiMl  Whitc- 
locke  proceeded  in  his  deff  ncp.  Tiie 
general  orders  issued  by  General 
Wiiitelocke  resj^ectiiig  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Coininissary-generai,  the 
supply  ot"  provisions,  &c.  and  restrict- 
ing the  forces  from  taking  cattle  or 
other  provisions  from  tue  inhabitants 
by  improper  means,  and  witliout  pay- 
ijig  a  tair  compensation,  were  then 
read. 

The  ne:vt  written  evidence  was  the 
•rder  of  the  2d  of  July,  issued  on  the 
march  at  the  suggestiou  of  Sir  Samuel 
Anchmuty,  and  particularly  alluded  to 
in  his  evidence,  encouraging  the  men  to 
do  their  duty  cheerfully  and  behave  like 
British  soldiers,  and  appealing  to  them- 
'selves  on  the  diilicully  of  procuring 
spirits  at  that  time,  and  exhorting  the 
ofiicers  to  encourage  their  men  to  com- 
ply with  this  order. 

Lieutenant-cohael  Boiirki:  called  and 
examined. 

Q.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  hand- 
writing of  General  Gower  ? 

A.  I  think  I  ain. 

[Here  several  letters  and  papers  were 
put  into  tlie  hands  o.  the  v.ituess.] 

Q.  4^ve  these  his  hand-writing? 

A.  Yes,  I  believe  they  are. 

Here  six  reports  from  Major- gen  era! 
Gower  to  Lieutenant-general  White- 
locke  were  read. 

Q,  Were  you  present,  when  Major- 
general  Gjwer  examined  the  guides,  he- 
lore  the  letter  of  tlie  2d  ?  aud  state  tlie 
result  of  that  examiiralion. 

A.  1  was  present  at  that  examination, 
and  the  result  was,  that  the  guides,  hav- 
ing expressed  a  great  deal  of  uncertainty 
as  to  the  state  'ft  the  Passo  Chico,  th^ 
General  seemed  determlyed  ns>t  to  pro- 


ceed that  way,  but  to  cJideavour  to  fiad 
some  more  practicable  point  higl)er  up. 

Q.  Was  the  letter  written  after  the 
examination } 

A.  It  was. 

Q.  Did  you  report  to  me  oa  your  re- 
turn from  General  Gower,  the  purport 
of  the  examination  of  General  G ewer's 
cuides  ? 
^  A.  I  did. 

Q  Would  any  separation  of  the  ad- 
vance corps  froui  the  main  body  of  the 
army  have  taken  place,  had  General 
Gower  contrived  to  march  by  the  route 
pointed  out  in  his  letter  ?  and  state  in 
your  opinion,  what  would  have  been  tlie 
relative  situation  of  the  advance  arid 
main  divisions,  had  Ihey  continued  la 
the  same  line  of  march  on  thatdav  ? 

A.  If  General  Gower  had  coulinued 
in  the  same  line  of  march,  I  do  not  think 
that  any  separation  could  have  [yjss.bly 
taken  place,  because,  as  soon  as  the  main 
body  had  crossed  the  Rio  de  Macial,  it 
would  have  only  to  cross  these  height* 
which  were  not  above  two  ur  three  miles 
in  breadth  ;  and  if  General  Gower's 
corps  had  kept  along  those  heights,  the 
main  body  would  have  followed  at  a 
short  distance  in  its  rear. 

Q.  Does  your  answer  apply  to  tlic 
high  groiind  mentioned  in  th^'  letter? 

A.  It  does  :  it  applies  to  the  higb 
ground  above  the  Chuelo. 

Q.  ^^'ouid  not  t!ie  advance  and  m"!ii 
division  of  the  army  have  in  that  ca-c 
crossed  to  the  same  ford  ? 

A.  I'hey  would  have  been  in  the  same 
line  of  niarcii ;  and  if  the  route  of  niarcli- 
ing  had  been  ;it  ail  close,  they  must  have 
crossed  at  the  same  ford. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  report  to  me  the. 
cijcumstance  of  seeing  General  Ciowen 
moving  in  a  direction  from  us,  before,  S 
cro^^ed  the  Rio  de  Macial? 

A.  1  did  not;  I  thought  I  ^aw  JJ.-i- 
Ipnant-colonel  Torrejjs  pointing  ii  «■_ 
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Q.  Diu  you  even  Hien  suppose  any 
separation  voukl  take  place  ? 

A.  I  did  not ;  because,  in  mentioning 
the  circumstance  to  the  guide,  he  in- 
t'ormed  me,  that  when  \vt;  had  crossed 
the  Kio  de  Macial,  v,e  should  move  in 
the  same  direction  also. 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  ofthe  coun- 
try in  vvliich  we  were  to  act,  and  oi  the 
enemy  to  whom  we  were  opposed,  did 
you  think  it  would  havs  been  expedient 
to  increase  the  cavalry  at  the  expencc 
of  the  infantry  ? 

A.  Considermg  the  service  in  whicli 
%\e  were  to  be  emplo\ed,  aiid  tiie  sort 
of  cavalry  we  could  have  procured,  I 
do  not  ihiuk  it  would  have  been,  by  any 
means,  pApedionf. 

Q.  Did  1  ever  give  you  any  ordjr 
to  inform  Mr.  BuUock,  the  com.mis-^arv- 
general,  that  tiie  landing  w^ould  t:;ke 
place  witliia  five  or  six  miles  of  Buenos 
Avres?  And  did  you  ever  iufonii  him 
to'  that  eftect  ? 

A.  I  never  received  any  ordeis  to 
acquaint  Mr.  Bullock  of  the  landing- 
place,  nor  to  make  any  arrangement 
whatsoever  with  him  relating  to  tlie  ex- 
pedition a_,ain5t  Buenos  Ayres,  except- 
:i!g  the  transporting  of  maps  and  ciiarts. 
I  certainly  never  told  Mr.  Bullock  that 
the  landii.g  was  to  take  place  wit'iin  five 
or  six  miles  of  Buenos  Ayres:  I  remem- 
ber to  have  told  Mr.  "Bullock  tiiat  it 
■would  take  place  within  four  or  five 
miles  of  a  village  into  wliich  I  recom- 
mended him  to  deUich  some  lasso-men 
to  take  possession  of  any  cattle  that 
might  be  found  there;  boyond  this  I 
never  remember  to  have  iiad  any  com- 
numication  witii  Mr.  Bullock  relaiive  to 
tiie  expedition  against  BuenosAyres  prc- 
tio;:s  to  the  landing. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  inform  Mr.  Bullock 
tl'.at  the  British  troops  would  be  in  pos- 
session of  Buenos  Ayres  three  da\s  alter 
Iheir  landing.? 

A.  To  the  best  of  mv  belief  I  never 
did. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  state  it,  as  your 
opinion,  that  tiie  army  would  re-em- 
bark immedialely  after  the  landing.' 

A.  Uncpiestionablv  not. 

Q.  It  bciue,  my  intension  to  land  three 
■(.lays  prpvlsiuns,  and  to  take  three  days 
i.'iore  provisions  from  the  navy  al  R"e- 
'iuction,    did    you    imagine    that    any 


further  previoils  arrangement,  with  the 
commissary-general  was  necessaiy  to 
the  success  of  the  expedition  in  ad- 
dition to  those  already  issued  at  Monte 
^'ideo,  and  to  the  subsequent  order  for 
enibarking  mules  and  carts? 

A.  1  did  not  think  that  any  further 
arraugemi-nt  was  necessary  to  carry  this 
intention  into  effect. 

Q.  Were  there  not  'assonien  with 
the  advar.ced  division  of  the  army,  and 
were  they  iiot  successful  in  procuring 
cattle?  and  state  your  means  of  know- 
ledge on  ttiat  subject. 

A.  On  t!ie  morning  of  the  1st  July, 
when  the  main  body  of  the  army  joined 
the  advanced  curps,  I  saw  a  drove  of 
bullocks,  which  I  understood  had  been 
taken  by  the  lasso-men  attached  to  that 
divisiioa. 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  understand 
■  that  ? 

A.  I  cannot  exactly  say ;  but  I  saw 
the  bullocks  brought  up. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  the  army  ' 
sustained  anv  real  inconvenience  from 
want  of  provisions? 

A.   I  did  not. 

Q.  The  time  of  my  receiving  General 
Liniers'  letter  seems  not  to  be  fairly 
dealt  with.  At  what  time  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  6th  were  }ou  sent  by  me  to 
the  Coral  in  consequence  of  receiving  a 
letter  from  General  Liniers? 

A.  About  half  pa?t  seven  o'clock. 

Judge  Jdvncaie — "  I  have  no  ques- 
tion to  ask  this  witness ;  but  there  is 
one  which  llie  Court  wishes  to  have  an- 
sv.ered." 

Bj  the  Court. 

Q.  Did  yon  uhder-tand  from  Genera! 
Gower's  letter,  and  did  you  understand 
at  the  lime  you  delivered  it  to  General 
Whiiclocke,  t'lat  General  Gower  v.'ould 
not  attempt  to  cross  the  river  at  tiie 
Chico  U>rOJ 

A.  I  u!i<!crstood  at  the  time,  from  the 
conVer.^.'.tinn  ilial  passed  between  Ge- 
neral G'  vvcr  and  the  guides,  that  he 
dill  n.ot  ir.e  ai  to  jaIss  by  the  Passo  Chico; 
and,  tot'H-  best  of  my  beliefj  I  reported 
that  circM.nstance,  and  nearly  the  whole 
of  tlie  conversation,  to  General  Wliitc- 
locke. 

Q.-  Was  it  in  consoquciice  of  a  r«-" 
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port  from  General  Gower  that  the  main 
Dody  of  the  army  found  it  necessary  to 
alter  the  direction  of  its  march  on  "the 
2d  July? 

A.  I  cannot  say  whether  it  was  in  con- 
sequence of  tnat  report  that  the  route 
was  so  alt-^red. 

Q.  What  advantage  was  the  main 
body  to  deiive  by  deviating  from  the 
route  of  the  advaneed  corps  ? 

A.  It  shortened  the  distance  consi- 
derably, moving  witli  a  view  to  pass 
the  river  higher  up  from  the  Passo 
Chico ;  at  least,  sucii  was  the  expecta- 
tion formed  from  the  account  of  the 
guide. 

Q.  Do  you  understand  from  the  com- 
munication you  had  with  General  Gower 
on  the  morning^of  the  2d  July  that  it  was 
his  intention  not  to  attempt  to  cross  the 
river  by  tlie  Passo  Chico? 

A.  Fronj  the  communication  with  the 
guides  I  certainly  did  ;  but  I  do  not  re- 
member to  liave  heard  him  say  so  in 
express  terms. 

Q,  Did  you  state  that  to  be  your 
opinion  to  General  Wlntelocke  ? 

A.  I  think  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  consider  it  was  not  Ge- 
nerdl  Gower's  intention  to  pass  by  the 
Passo  Chico,  at  all  events,  even  should 
he  be  afterwards  informed  that  it  w  as 
practicable  ? 

A.  By  no  means  :  I  conceived  that 
his  reason  for  not  marching  by  the  Passo 
Chico  was  on  account  of  the  appielien- 
sions  expressed  by  tlie  guide  that  it 
might  be  found  impracticable. 

Judge  Advocate. — "  General  Wliite- 
loc'ke  produces  a  letter  from  Sir  Adam 
Williamson,  to  which,  althougti  by  no 
means  legal  evidence,  I  make  no  objec- 
tion if  the  Court  think  ht  to  permit  it. 

A  letter  was  then  read  from  Sir  Adam 
Williamson  tOiSIr.Dundas,clated  Govern- 
ment House,  Jamaica,  2d  Marci),  1794, 
and  advertina  to  the  proper  dispos  tion 
made  by  General  Winttlocke,  then 
Lieutenai.t  Colonel,  of  his  troops  in  the 
attack  upon  Porte  au  Prince;  his  ad- 
vancing at  the  head  of  his  men,  and  cap- 
turing two  guns,  and  driving  tiie  enemy 
from  their  works.  Another  letter  was 
also  produced  to  the  same  effect,  bearing 
testimony  of  the  good  conduct  and  gal- 
lantry of  General  VVhitelocke  upon  that 
occasion.  Two  other  letters  from  Major 


General  Spencer  to  General  Whitclocke, 
in  1794,  upon  a  similar  subject,  and  ex- 
pressing the  approbation  and  thanks  of 
his  majesty  for  the  General's  conduct. 

Jud^e  Advocate.  I  ought  to  state  to 
the  Court,  that  these  h-tters,  strictly 
speaking,  are  not  legal  evidence ;  but 
from  the  manner  in  which  I  have  con- 
ducted this  prosecution  turoughout,  I  do 
not  mean  to  ooject  to  them. 

General  l^hite  sivorn  and  examined. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke  ? 

A.  Upwards  of  30  years. 

Q.  When,  and  on  what  occasion  did 
your  acquaintance  commence? 

A.  I  was  ordered  by  tiie  late  lord 
Grey  to  go  down  with  a  reinforcement 
from  Martinique,  of  which  I  had  the 
command,  to  the  Island  ot  St.  Domingo, 
when  1  lirst  met  General  Whitelocke. 

Q.  W  iiat  was  the  tirst  military  (;pera- 
tion  in  which  I  was  engaged  under  your 
conunand  ? 

A.  Against  Porte-ou-Prince. 

Q.  State  your  opinion  of  my  conduct 
and  character  as  an  officer,  while  under 
your  command. 

A.  Wiien  I  had  the  command  at 
P'irte-au-Prince,  General  Whitelocke 
was  employed  as  Quartermaster-general 
to  the  army,  without  pay  or  emolument, 
in  which  capacity  he  acted  conditionally, 
that  he  should  lead  one  of  the  principal 
columns  against  that  fortress,  which  he 
did  with  the  greatest  gallantry. 

General  lfh:telocke.  Here  I  close 
my  defence,  and  1  am  perfectly  satisfied 
that  this  Court  is  above  those  prejudices 
which  have  been  circulated  against  me  ; 
and  wliatever  maybe  the  judgment  of 
tills  honourable  Court,  1  know  it  will  be 
guided  by  impartiality-  I  shall  submit 
with  cheerfulness,  arc!  trust  my  honour 
and  character  in  )our  iiands. 

JUDGE-ADVOCATE. 


President i  and  General  Officers 
of  this  Court, 

To  the  unprecedented  statement  of 
General  Whitelocke  in  his  deteuce  I 
ha>  e  little  answer  to  make:  1  am  not 
desirous  of  weakening  any  part  of  it. 
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nor  am  I  pressed  hj  any  feeling  of 
anxiety  for  any  of  tlie  observations  I 
have  to  crfVT,  nor  by  any  difl'iculty  in 
bri<iging  the  subject  bL-fore  you.  It  is 
stil!  fresh  in  your  recollection;  and 
whatever  difficulties  I  might  otherwise 
f^xpL-ritnice,  these  charges,  whatever  they 
n?av  be,  are  untoucheci  by  any  evidence 
on  the  part  of  tiie  defence.  But  before 
I  come  to  make  any  obstrvations  on 
them,  I  must  take  notice  of  some  very 
unqualilied  animadversions  in  the  open- 
ing of  General  Whitelocke's  defence,  in 
vhich  he  complains  of  my  conduct  upon 
this  prosecution,  and  by  which  I  am 
called  upon,  net  merely  in  my  own  vin- 
dication, but  on  the  part  of  tlie  Court, 
who  are  bound  in  duty,  not  only  to  as- 
sert their  own  dignity,  but  on  the  part 
of  the  army,  and  of  every  officrr  wlio 
may  be  hereafter  called  upon  to  answer 
una«r  similar  circumstances. 

In  opening  these  charges  I  stated  the 
grounds  which  induced  bis  Majesty's 
Ministers  to  institute  this  prosecution. 
The' conduct  of  the  prosecution  fell 
npon  me,  wHo  am  wholly  unacquainted 
with  military  operations ;  and  instead  of 
endeavouring  to  inflame  any  popular 
prejudice  against  General  Whitelocke, 
as  has  been  ascribed  to  me,  on  the  con- 
trarj',  I  must  beg  leave  to  say,  that  I  did 
go  out  of  the  way  unnecessarily  to  de- 
sire that  the  Court  would  not  be  led 
away  by  any  reports,  but  look  to  the 
evidence,  and  the  evidence  only:  and  I 
leave  it  to  the  Con  it  to  judge  how  far 
my  conduct  has  warranted  any  such  ani- 
madver>ions.  The  next  point  of  which 
he  complains  is  the  manner  of  conduct- 
ing the  prosecution,  by  calling  the  evi- 
dence in  .narrative,  by  which  he  says 
much  illegal  evidence  was  admitted  : 
the  Court  will  feel  how  necessary  it  was 
that  every  witness  should  be  called  on  to 
state  all  he  knew  of  the  transactions,  in 
order  that  the  Court  might  be  tlie  more 
fully  enabled  to  form  their  judgment.  If 
any  illegal  evidence  has  crept  in,  it  was 
not  for  want  of  the  utmost  caution  upon 
my  part ;  nor  am  I  aware  but  iii  one 
instance  that  there  was  any  admitted 
which  can,  strictly  speaking,  be  called 
illegal.  I  allude  to  the  conversation  be- 
tween Lieutenant-colonel  Dutf  and  Ma- 
jor Ironmonger ;  and  I  intended  to  Jiave 
•ailed  Major  Ironmonger,  but  as  tht 


conversation  did  not  bear  upon  any  part 
of  those  charges  the  Court  thoutlit  it 
unnecessary.  Except  in  this  instaiic",  I 
am  sure  there  was  not  a  question  wi.ich 
the  Court  did  not  determine  to  be 
strictly  legal. 

Gent  ral  Whitelocke  then  says,  that 
in  consequence  of  my  conducting  '.,.13 
prosecution  he  has  been  deprive'l  f»f  my 
assistance.  I  do  not  know  how  :.t  c.ii 
possibiy  make  out  that.  I  do  not  kno  * 
any  assistance  I  could  have  given  hi.n 
which  he  had  not  every  opportunity  of 
availing  himself  of.  Ever)  question 
whif  h  was  asked  I  took  care  to  put  in  a 
legal  form ;  and  the  able  advice  he  has 
had  professionally  and  oiherwise  must 
have  rendered  any  assistance  I  could 
offer  unnecessary.  He  r.ext  complains 
that  the  charges  were  altered:  it  is  well 
known  that  the  charges  in  tiiese  cases  are 
not  made  public  until  the  King's  war- 
rant is  signed  for  holding  the  Court 
Martial ;  and  when  I  ong'.nally  sent  a 
copy  of  the  cha-  ges  to  General  White- 
locke, before  tlie  warrant  was  issued,  I 
expressly  and  distinctly  stated  that  it 
was  possible  and  probable  some  altera- 
tions would  be  made. 

I  come  to  a  point  now  which  obliges 
me  to  allude  to  circumstances  to  which  I 
did  not  refer  in  the  course  of  these  pro- 
ceedings. General  Whitelocke  has 
stated  that  tlie  mode  of  examination  had 
been  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  collect- 
ing evidence  to  form  this  enquiry  into 
matters  of  more  serious  charge  :  if  so,  I 
do  not  deserve  longer  to  hold  this  situa- 
tion. I  was  at  first  at  a  loss  to  know 
what  this  alluded  to  ;  but  I  shall  now 
state  to  the  Court  what  the  circumstances 
were.  It  happened  when  I  entered 
upon  this  business  I  found  among  the 
charges  one  of  misbehaving  before  the 
enemy  ;  I  mean  a  charge  of  cowardice  J 
I  then  stated,  as  I  have  since  before  the 
Court,  that  the  dispatches  of  General 
Whitelocke  were  abundantly  sufficient 
to  justify  these  charges  which  have  been 
investigated ;  but  I  took  the  liberty  at 
the  time  to  state  that  I  could  not  bring 
my  mind  to  such  a  charge,  unless  there 
was  evidence  which  could  fully  support 
it.  I  felt  that  however  the  other  charges 
might  disgrace  him  as  an  officer  they 
could  not  as  a  man  :  but  as  such  & 
charge  as  this,  which  must  degrade  hiA 
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jn  society,  whether  proved  or  not,  was 
one  never  to  be  forg*)tten,  and  must  in- 
jure him  tor  ever,  1  thought  it  ought  not 
to  be  brought  forward  without  the  cer- 
tainty of  conviction.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances I  did  submit  it  to  the  consi- 
deralion  of  every  member  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Council ;  but  as  it  might  appear 
wrong,  if  there  were  just  grounds  for 
■sucli  a  charge,  not  to  bring  it  forward,  I 
did  reluctantly  determine  to  see  some  of 
the  officers  of  General  Whitelocke's 
staff,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  this  point; 
not,  as  he  has  stated,  to  collect  evidence 
to  convert  popular  clamours  into  mat- 
ters of  fact.  I  need  not  inform  tlie 
Court  that  the  result  of  these  enquiries 
was,  that  there  did  not  appear  to  me  a 
ground  on  which  1  could  have  stated  to 
the  Court  that  there  was  a  foundation  for 
this  charge.  I  leave  it  to  the  Court 
therefore  to  say  what  cause  there  was  of 
complaint  against  me  upon  this  subject. 
It  is  not  any  personal  feeling  to  myself, 
but  a  regard  for  the  feelings  of  others, 
that  has  induced  me  to  make  these  ob- 
servations. 

There  is  also  another  point  which  it  is 
necessary  for  me  to  observe  on.  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke  complains  of  the  harsh 
conduct  he  has  received  from  me,  and 
that  I  have  even  pursued  him  into  his 
j»ost  private  moments,  by  requiring  of 
his  secretary  to  disclose  ail  the  conver- 
sations which  had  passed  between  them. 
The  only  answer  1  shall  make  to  this  ac- 
cusation is  the  most  direct  and  unequi- 
vocal denial  of  the  fact ;  and  I  shall  now 
read  from  the  minutes  what  passed  upon 
that  occasion,  and  from  which  the  Court 
will  draw  their  own  conclusions. 

(Here  the  Judge-advocate  read  from 
the  minutes  that  part  of  Lieut<;naat-co- 
lonel  Torrens'  evidence,  where  he  was 
interrogated  with  respect  to  the  conver- 
sation he  had  held  with  tiie  General.) 

I  regret  exceedingly  it  has  so  happen- 
ed, that  in  consequence  of  my  not  hav- 
ing any  previous  knowledge  of  military 
operations,  I  should  be  under  the  neces- 
sity of  going  into  so  enlargod  a  detail  of 
the  circumstances  and  occurrences  re- 
lating to  these  charges ;  but  I  have  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing,  that  you  are  all 
masters  of  the  case,  and  cm\  correct  any 
defect  and  supply  any  deficiency  of 
;inine. 


I-  may  now  come  to  the  fint  p-urt  of 
the  charge,  namely,  the  delivery  ot  the 
civil  olhcei-s  as  prisoners  of  war,  whi;.h 
does  not;relate  to  any  military  operation ; 
and  upon  this  1  must  observe,  that  io  all 
tlie  treaties  that  have  ever  been  made, 
there  is  not  one  single  instance  to  be 
found,  nor  lias  GcMu-ral  Whitelocke 
brought  forward  one  solitary  tase  to 
justify  himself  in  this  measure.  Thii 
charge  imputes  to  General  Wliitelocke, 
that  instead  of  pnjclaiming  and  hdduig 
out  such  preferable  terms  of  capitulation 
to  the  Spanish  government,  as  niiglit 
induce  then^.  not  to  oppose  the  Brit;.jh 
army,  he  did  on  the  contrary  that  which 
tended  to  wound  the  feeling;  of  all  the 
inhabitants,  calling  upon  them  '^  de- 
liver up  their  magistrates  to  the  discre- 
tion ©f  the  conqueror.  Tiie  very  per- 
sons whom  the  inhabitants  looked  up  to 
as  tJieir  protectors,  t«  be  delivered  qver 
to  military  discipline,  although  bis  in- 
structions were  to  conciliate  and  attach 
them  to  the  British  government. 

In  his  privatedispatch.  General  White- 
locke has  stated  his  reasons  for  abandon- 
ing the  bombardment  of  tbe  town,  and 
risking  that  unfortunate  plan  which  tbim- 
ed  the  second  charge  against  him  :  but 
whether  the  bombardment  of  the  town 
was  right  or  wrong,  is  not  now  the  ques- 
tion ;  he  says  he  abandoned  the  bom- 
bardment because  it  irritated  the  peo- 
ple ;  surely  the  demand  he  nnade  for 
the  delivery  of  the  civil  olhcers,  was 
more  likely  to  excite  the  irritation  and 
rage  of  the  j)eople.  It  will  be  for  the 
Court  to  say,  whether  they  think  it  was 
right  that  C'olonia,  the  only  strorig  fort, 
should  be  abandoned  and  disniantlcd, 
although  it  could  have  been  maintained 
by  a  very  small  force. 

But  ti'iis  was  not  of  suoh  importancej 
when  compared  with  the  point>  to  which 
the  two  next  charges  apply  :  I  jhall  not 
uselessly  take  up  your  time,  but  shall 
procefo  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
marcli,  which  1  shall  consider  from  the 
time  the  army  reached  deduction,  until 
its  arrival  at  the  Coral.  It  appears,  that 
the  advance  corps  proceeded  on  the  2J, 
and  deteated  tlie  enemy  :  that  the  maia 
body  marched  on  the  2d,  and,  after 
marching  but  seveji  miles,  they  wwe 
halted,  although  it  appeared  that  the 
troops  wer£  ihie  to  mnrcbi  further  :  Ujat 
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a  cannonade  was  heard,  and  no  means 
saken  to   ascertain  the  cause  or   from 
whence  it   proceeded,    and    no  reron- 
noisance  ever  made :  that  the  rear  guard 
under  Lieutenant-colonel    Mahon,   ar- 
rived "at   Reduction:  that  a  communi- 
cation was  opened  tiiere  with  the  ship- 
pins,   and  that  he   received  no  fur+.her 
orders   until  the  6th:  that  artillery  was 
EulSciently  provided,   and   no  consider- 
able  delav  on  that  account  ;  that   the 
men,   composing  the  main  body,  were 
better  able  to  march  than  the  advance  : 
that  it  they  had  advanced  to  the  town 
on  the    d,  by  the  positive  testimony  of 
General  Gower  and  General  Crauturd, 
it  would   have    been   captured   by  the 
manner  of  the  entry  of  the  troops  by  the 
westward  of  the   town,   which    by   the 
enemy  was  unexpected  and  unprovided 
against.       It  appears,  that    the   troops 
composing  the  advance  were  exhausted, 
and  yet  were  directed  to  march  to  the 
Chuelo.     The  Court  will  consider  what 
precautions  were  taken  to  support  that 
corps  :  in  the  first   place,   guides  were 
not  confronted.      Colonel    Bourke  was 
sent  to  General  Gower  with  an  order  to 
proceed,  and  on  his  return  met  General 
Whitelocke  in    advance    of    the  main 
body,  and  no  order  then  given  for  the 
inarch.     An  order  was  brought  by  Co- 
lonel Torrens  for  the  87th  to  proceed 
and  join  the  advance  corps,  and  while 
absent,  another  order  was  given  for  the 
whole  to  advance.     Tiie  Court  will  re- 
collect, that  during  this  period,  the  ad- 
vance corps  were  three  miles  in  front  of 
[Reduction,    and    no    precautions  tiien 
taken  to  support  them ;    and  you  will 
consider,  whether  it  was   fitting  to  use 
the  chance  of  exposing  such  a  force  to 
the  enemy,  without  taking  evf rv  expe- 
dient to  support   it.      The  Couit  wiil 
perceive,  that  after  a  march  of  seven 
jniles  only,   the   main  body  halted,  and 
•no  communication  was  kept   up  during 
the  rest  of  the  march  ;  and  that  Geiieral 
Gower,  by  the  positive  orders  of  General 
Whitelocke,  sent  a  summons  into   the 
town. 

I  now  come  to  the  other  facts  which 
apply  to  the  plan.  I  shallnot  preunie 
to  offer  a  single  observation  upon  the 
propriety  of  that  plan;  but  shall  leave 
to  the  Court  to  decide  upon  its  merits 
-and  demerits.     It  appears  that  Genetai 


Whitelocke  received  information  from' 
Mr.  AVhite,  of  the  means  of  defence  of 
the  enemy,  which   information  proved 
correct ;  that  the  plan  -.vas  settled  with- 
out   anv    reconnoissance  having    been 
made ;  that    General  Whitelocke    had 
not   in   orders,   or   otherwise   intimated, 
the  station  he  was  to  occupy ;   that  no 
place  was  fixed  for  retreat   in  case  of 
failure;  that  he  did  not  consult  the  na- 
ture and  situation  of  the  town  before  the 
orders  for  attack  were  issued,  although 
one  of  his  senior  ofiicers  was  perfectly 
acquainted  with  the  town  and  its  envi- 
rons,  and  could  have   been  consulted  ; 
that  gun-boats  might  have  assisted   ia 
the  attack,  and  opened  a  fire  upon  the 
town  ;    that  a  c  <inmunication  with  the 
navy  was  etfected   from   the   Recolita; 
that  there  was  provision  at  the    Coral 
sufficient  for  four  or  five  days;  thut  a 
single  messenger  was  sent  to  Colonel 
Maiion  to  wait  at  the  bridge  for  further 
orders;    that  no  reconnoissance  of  the 
bridge  was  ever  made ;  and  that  in  con- 
sequence of  this'  separation,   the   army 
lost  the  assistance  of  1,800  men. 

With  respect  to  the  latter  part  of  the 
third  charge,  it  appears  that  the  Plaza 
del  Toros  was    taken   by   Sir    S  miuel 
Auchmuty    by  nine  o'clock,  with   pri- 
soners and   a  quantity  of  ammunition  ; 
that  General  Lumley  had  no  chance  of 
success  by  ten  o'clock,  and  having  no 
communication  with   the   General,    was 
obliged  to  retreat  and  join   Sir  Samuel 
Auchmuty  ;  that  the  Sfeth  and  the  light 
brigade   under  General    Craufurd   and 
Colonel  Pack  were  comj)elled  to  surren- 
der  from  want  of  further  orders;  that 
the  3Sth  and  the  other  parts  of  the  light 
brigade,  were  also  compelled  to  surren- 
der   upon   the  same  cause.       General 
Whitelocke  in  his  defence,  imputes  the 
misfortunes  of  these  brigades  to  tlieir  not 
obeying  their  orders,  but  I  must  call  to 
the  recollection  of  the  Court  the  situa- 
tion of  tho>e  brigades.     The  Court  will 
re  ollect  that   thev  were  ordered  to  oc- 
cupy the  houses  on  the  left  where  there 
was  no   enemy  to    engage  with ;     that 
there  were  no  means  taken  for  ccmnui- 
nicating    to    them    further    orders,   on 
which,    by  General  Whitelocke's    own 
description,   all  further   opemt  ons    de- 
pended.    That   these  officers  were  left 
witliout  support  after  the  gallantry  they 
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had  displayed,   is   a    circumstance   we 
must  ever  lament. 

The  next  point  General  Whitelocke 
has  taken  notice  of  in  hi>  defence,  is  an 
accusation  against  tliat  column  which  sur- 
rendered, but  it  appears  that  the  pos- 
session ot  the  church  of  St.  Domineo, 
was  the  most  judicious  movement  that 
could  have  been  made:  with  resptd  to 
the  other  column  under  Li*Hitenant-co- 
lonel  Guard,  wiiich  reached  the  Resi- 
dencia  about  se  en  o'clock  in  tiie  morn- 
ing, 't  a  pears  that  a  comnumication 
might  have  been  opened  with  the  river, 
and  that  there  was  n«  material  impedi- 
ment to  a  communication  with  the  re- 
ser\e,  and  yet  no  communication  was 
attempted  until  one  o'clock  the  following 
day. 

1  now  come  to  a  point  upon  which  it 
was  most  essentially  necessary  for  Ciene- 
ral  Whitelocke  to  justify   himself.     I  do 
not  mean  to  contend  that  a  Commander- 
in-chief  is  to  expose  his   life  to  hazard 
upon  all  occasions,  for  that  would  be  an 
absurd  construction  upon  his  duty  ;  but 
I  must  contend  that  there  are  occasions, 
and  it  is  for  the  Court  to  judge  whether 
this  was  one  of  them  where  the  personal 
exertions  of  the  Comaiander    in   Chief 
is  not   only  required,  but  becomes  an 
indispensible    part    of    his     duty.       It 
would  be  indelicate  of  me  to  allude  to 
any   of  those  members  of  this    Court, 
whose   personal  exertions  h.ave  been  so 
eifectiially  exerted  for  tlie  welfare  of  the 
country  ;  but  I  will  advert  to  a  noble 
commander,  a  late  member  of  this  Conrt, 
who,   by    personal   exertion   conquered 
(every  obstacle,   and   has  secured  to  his 
memory  an  everlasting  renown.     But  in 
this  present  case  it  appears  that  General 
Whitelocke,   during  the  wjiole  of    the 
5t'i,     remained      stationary      on      the 
Coral,   from  six  o'clock  in  the  morning 
until  dark,  with  the  exception  of  .half  an 
hour  when  he  retireil  to  Vv'uite's  house  ; 
a  situation  from  w  hich  nothing  but  the 
tops  of  the  heuses  could  be  seen.     That 
the  cannon   and  mu-kL-try   began  socn 
'after  the  march  of  the  troops,  with  more 
ov  less  violence  ;  that  all  communication 
was  cut  off  between  the  column^ ;  that 
it  was  reported  to  him  at  eleven  o'clock, 
tliat  the  riflemen  were  distinguishe^i  at 
the  U-p  of  a  church ;  that  the  king's  flag 
wai  ^flying  at  anoth.er  part  of  the  town: 


and  under  all  these  circumstances,  no 
attempt  was  made  to  support  the  dilTe- 
rent  columns  ot  lii-;  army.  It  appeared 
he  might  have  changed  his  station  witli, 
advantage  during  the  day,  but  no  per- 
sonal exertion  appeared  in  anv  way  to 
have  been  attempted  by  General  White- 
locke. 

The  next  point  I  advert  to  is  upon  the 
last  charge.  General  Whitelocke  ha* 
mentioned,  that  the  treaty  was  made  in 
pursuance  ot  a  civil  and  not  military  in- 
struction. It  therefore  becomes  a  ques- 
tion tor  the  Court,  whether  it  is  not  alto- 
gether an  authority  of  a  military  nature, 
giving  him  the  power  of  acting  as  civil 
governor  as  well  as  Commander  in  Chief, 
until  his  Majesty's  pleasure  should  be 
further  known.  General  W'hitelocke 
further  contends,  that  he  is  not  account- 
able for  the  iiurrender  of  Monte  Video 
upon  the  grounds  that  he  was  not  perso- 
nally present  at  that  fortress  when  it  was 
given  up.  The  Court  will  consider  what 
the  evidence  is,  upon  which  this  charge 
rests;  and  I  do  feel  myself  called  upon 
to  controvert  the  opinion  of  a  very  gal- 
lant and  experienced  officer  upon  that 
subject.  Sir  Samuel  Av^chmuty. 

(Here  the  Judge  Advocate  read  that 
part  of  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty's  evidence 
upon  this  point.) 

The  Court  know  that  at  this  time  the 
army  was  within  the  suburbs  of  Buenos 
Ayres ;  and  why  the    troops  should  be 
w^ithout  cover,  where  they  could  occupy 
the  adjacent  buildings,  1  cannot  conceive. 
It  is  also  stated,  that  the  troops  were  fa- 
tigued, but  thp  Court  will  recollect,  that 
tiiere  v,-as  a  larue  portion  of  them  at  the 
Praza  del  'i  oro< ;  that  the  troops,  form- 
ing the  reserve  uiKi?r  General  W'hite- 
locke,  and  those  at   the  Residencia  had 
not   been  engaged  ;   tiiat  Colonel   Ma- 
lum's  brigade  had  marched  but  a  small 
distance   between   the  2d  and  the  5th, 
and  that  the  troops  engaged  were  with- 
out" conlidence.      General   Whitelocke 
has  asserted,  that  want  of  confidence  was 
referable  to  what  had  passed  on  the  t)th 
of  July  ;  but  whatever  mav  be  the  rea- 
son assigned,  it  is  for  the  Court  to  de- 
cide upon  the  fact.      It  is   in  evidence 
from  the  testimony  of  Captain  Squires 
and  Captain  Fraser,  that  not  only  thirty 
pieces  of  cannon  were  taken  at  the  Plaza 
del  Turui,  and  six  hundred  barrel's  of 
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giin-pcrwder  ;  that  Capt.  Fiaser  pledged 
feiraself  to  have  thirty  pieces  of  ordnance 
ready  by  the  next  morning,  to  play  upon 
the  town  ;  and  also  that  ordnance  might 
have  been  landed  from  the  shipping ; 
and  you  will  further  find,  that  General 
Crau'turd  concurred  in  opinion,  that  a 
siore  proper  place  to  erect  batteries 
ai:;ainst  the  town  could  not  have  been 
selected  ;  the  Court  will  judge,  whether 
General  Whitelocke  was  justified  in  re- 
linquishing all  these  advantages. 

The  abandonment  of  Monte  Video 
cannot  be  defended,  exc-^pt  upon  the 
giounds  of  absolute  necessity  :  circum- 
stances might  have  arisen  to  compel 
such  abandonment,  but  those  circuni- 
?tances  remain  to  be  proved.  Another 
part  of  the  defence  which  he  has  set  up, 
and  which  I  cannot  pass  over  without 
observation,  is  the  great  stress  he  lias  laid 
iiix>n  the  safety  of  the  prisoners,  and  the 
hostility  of  the  enemy  towards  them.  I 
will  not  now  call  in  question  whether 
that  was  the  real  ground,  but  am  willing 
to  admit  he  thought  so  ;  but  this  is  to  be 
submitted  to  the  Court,  who  are  to  dis- 
tinguish whether  or  not  it  furnishes  a 
precedent,  most  mischievous  in  its  ten- 
dency to  future  cases,  and  what  tempta- 
tion it  would  hold  out  to  the  enemy  for 
persevering  resistance. 

I  give  General  Whitelocke  e\'erv 
cre<:lit  for  motives  of  humanity ;  but  If 
once  a  dereliction  of  those  laws  which 
have  hitherto  guided  the  operations  of 
armies  is  to  be^admitted,  the  principles 
of  those  laws  become  subverted,  and  the 
safety  of  future  prisoiiers  may  be  endan- 
jf,ei-ed  or  destroyed.  If  instead  of  sub- 
jmtting,  General  Jyinicrs  had  been  given 


to  understand,  that  if  one  hair  of  the 
heads  of  the  prisoners  was  touched,  the 
Spanish  general,  liis  army,  and  the  inha- 
bitants, shsuld  answer  f»r  it  with  their 
lives,  and  he  should  be  treated,  not  as  a 
General,  but  the  leader  of  a  banditti  ; 
such  a  reply  as  this  would  have  secured 
the  safety  of  the  prisoners,  and  prevented 
the  disagreeable  capitulation.  I  trust 
there  is  but  one  opinion  on  this  subject, 
and  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  protest  against 
this  new  doctrine  of  the  laws  of  huma- 
nity. If  the  court  are  of  opinion  that 
General  Whitelocke  is  not  to  blame  in 
the  operations  of  this  law,  it  will  then  be 
for  you  to  consider,  that  the  gallant 
army,  so  highly  deserving  of  a  better 
fate,  were  thus  compelled  to  purchasa 
their  safety  by  such  a  deplorable  sacri- 
fice of  their  Iwnour. 

General  Whitelocke  here  read  to  the 
Court  a  paper,  explanatory  of  his  obser- 
vations upon  the  conduct  of  the  Judge- 
Advocate  ;  and  in  which  he  assured  the 
Court,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  cast  any 
improper  reflections  upon  him. 

About  two  o'clock,  the  prosecution 
and  defence  finally  closed,  and  strangers 
being  excluded,  the  Court  sat  until  near 
three,  when  they  adjourned  until  the 
following  day. 


The  Court  sat  for  some  hours  on  the 
following  day,  when  it  is  understood 
they  came  to  their  final  determination 
upon  the  report  to  be  made  to  his  Ma- 
jesty through  the  Judge-Advocate. — 
The  final  decision  will  be  announced  in 
the  Gazette. 
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OFFICIAL  DOCUMENTS, 


Nos.  I.  and  II. 

Contain  the  Military  Instructions  from 
the  Comniander  in  Chief  to  Lieutenant  Ge- 
neral Whitelocke.  which  being  merely  mat- 
ters of  form,  we  h:'.ve,  for  the  sake  of  expe- 
<iition,  omitted  to  give,  rather  than  risk  the 
I'jon-performance  of  our  promise  to  publish 
the  curliest  Edition  of  this  intcrestino-  Trial. 


No.  Ill, 


Xecrff  Inrfructions  from  the  Secretaey  OP 
State  to Lieutenant-Geneml  Whitet  OCKE, 
signed  H  O  w  ic  K,  in  the  aLseme  of  Mr.Wl  N'  D- 
UA.M. 


(Copy.) 


(Secret.) 


Sir, 


Bo'wuiiig-jtreef,  5  March,  1807. 


It  having  been  thought  adviseable  that 
an  officer  of  high  rank  as  well  as  approved 
talents  and  judgment  should  be  sent  to  take 
the  command  of  such  of  his  Majesty's 
forces  as  are  at  this  time  employed,  or  like- 
ly soon  to  be  employed  in  the  southern  pro- 
vince of  South  America,  I  am  to  inform  you 
that  his  Majesty  has  been  graciously  pleas- 
ed to  make  choice  of  vou  for  that  purpose, 
and  yuu  are  to  repair  forthwith  in  a  vessel 
already  provided  for  your  conveyance  to 
the  south  of  the  river  Plata;  there  to 
take  upon  you  the  said  command. 

The  forces  which  you  are  likely  to  find 
on  your  arrival,  are  those  sent  from  the 
Cape  under  the  command  of  Tieutenant- 
Colonel  Backhouse,  and  those  which  sail- 
ed from  this  country  under  the  com:nand 
of  Brigadier-General  Sir  Samuel  Auch- 
muty,  consisting  of  the  corps  named  in  the 


margin,*  and  amounting  in  the  whole  to 
5S3S  men.  But  to  these  probably  will  be 
added,  either  by  the  time  of  your  arrival  or 
not  long  afterwards,  the  force  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier-General  Craufurd 
consisting  of  the  corps  named  in  like  man- 
ner in  the  marginf  and  amounting  to  4,212 
men. 

That  you  may  judge  with  greater  cer- 
tainty of  the  reliance  to  be  placed  on  the 
probable  junction  of  the  latter  force, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  9th  regiment 
of  dragoons  mentioned  above,  and  the 
destination  of  which  may  have  been 
changed  bv  the  vessel  sent  from  Admiral 
Murray,  I  inclose  you  an  account  of  all  in- 
telligence received,  and  all  orders  issued 
having  relation  to  this  subject ;  by  which 
it  \vill  appear,  that  hardly  a  doubt  can  now 


*  9th  dragoons      -----  632 

17th  ditto 628 

20th  ditto  (detachment)     -    -  191 

21st  ditto -  140 

Royal  artillery    -----  117 

38th  foot         •'^ll 

40th  ditto lOOO 

47th  ditto        *-----  685  ■ 

;'4th  ditto  (detachment)     -    -  103 

87th  ditto        - 80i 

95th  ditto  (S  companies)    -    -  230 

5'JSO 

I  Cth  dragoon  guards      -    .    -  299 

Royal  artillery     -----  243 

5th  foot «3S 

36th  ditto 822 

45th  ditto       ....---  850 

88fh  ditto        ------  798 

95th  ditto  (5  companies)    -    -  364 
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be  eritcrt.iined  of  the  arrival  of  the  Fly  be- 
fore General  Craufurd  shall  have  left  the 
Gape,  and  that  he  will  in  consef|uence,  in 
conjunction  with  Admiral  Murray,  have 
directed  his  course  to  the  Plata. 

As  it  is  possible  that  this  may  not  have 
happened,  both  cases  must  be  provided 
for,  either  of  the  junction  of  the  amount 
under  General  Craufurd,  or  of  its  having 
pursued,  its  original  destination.  In  the 
former  of  these  cases,  as  your  force  it  is 
conceived  will  be  more  than  sufficient  for 
any  purposes  that  you  can  have  in  view : 
vou  v/ill  detach  at  the  very  earliest  mo- 
ment in  which  you  shall  judge  it  safe  to  do 
so,  the  89th,  and  any  other  regiment  which 
vou  may  think  yourslf  strong  enough  to 
spare,  after  your  first  operations, to  proceed 
under  a  proper  convoy  to  the  Cape,  and 
from  thence  to  India. 

With  the  force  above  stated  you  will  pro- 
teed  to  execute  the  service  intrusted  Jo 
you,  by  the  reduction  of  the  province  of 
Bueno3  Ay  res,  under  the  authority  of  his 
Majesty. 

In  the  other  far  less  probable  case,  of  the 
armament  under  General  Craufurd  having 
pursued  its  original  course,  it  must  proba- 
bly in  the  end  be  thought  proper,  after 
waiting  as  long  as  to  the  admiral  and  you 
shall  have  appeared  adviseable,  to  detach  a 
vessel  round  Cape  Horn  to  convey  your 
orders  to  General  Craufurd,  which  orders 
may  eitlier  direct  him  to  prosecute  his  en- 
terprizeasat  present  planned ,or  to  renounce 
such  enterprize  altogether;  complete  dis- 
cretion is  left  to  you  and  to  the  naval  com- 
manding officer  in  that  respect,  except 
©nly  that  you  are  not  to  extend  the  limits 
of  his  operation^  beyond  the  pcint  to 
which  they  arc  now  ccntined  :  and  that  in 
ail  cases  where  the  co-operation  of  any 
part  of  his  Majesty's  oaval  forces  may  be 
reriuisite,  no  step  is  to  be  taken  or  order 
given  to  General  Ccaiifurd,  but  in  concur- 
rence with  the  naval  commanding  officer, 
as  well  at  tlie  Plata. as  .with  General  Crau- 
furd. 

In  v.'hatever  13  done,  whether  in  respect 
of  instruction.s  to  General  Ci"aufurd,  should 
lie  have  pursued  his  original  destination 
without  touching  at  Buenos.  Ayres,  or  of 
the  application  of  the  force  which  you  will 
■find  immediately  on  the  spot,  you  will  con- 
sider a.s  the  object  of  your  enterprize,  not 
£!:e  annoyance  or  distress  of  the  enemy,  but 
the  occupaikin  of- such -{larticular  stations 
OF  portions  of  territory,  as  being  once  sub- 
jected to  his  M;ijesty's  arms  could  not  be 
easily  recoverable,  and  would  moreover 
not  require  for  the  preservation  of  them  a 
fK-nly  of  troops  mure  considerable  than  it 


may  be  conceived  this  country  would  be 
willing  to  spare,  and  which  number  cer- 
tainly ouglit  not  to  exceed  that  now  placed 
under  your  command. 

It  is  presumed  that  with  a  force  far  less 
than  may  be  eventually  assembled,  sup- 
posing Brigadier  General  Craufurd  to  join 
you,  and  which,  independent  of  the  force 
which  you  now  take  with  you  would 
amount  to  more  than  9000  men,  possession 
might  b»  obtained  without  difficulty  of  the 
whole  of  the  province  of  Buenos  Ay;res ; 
but  it  v/ould  still  remain  to  be  considered 
what  numbers  would  be  sufficient  to  re- 
tain the  same  against  the  attempts  which 
the  enemy  might  make  to  recover  it,  and 
the  forces  which  he  might  collect  for  that 
purpose. 

In  whatever  part  his  Majesty's  authority 
shall  be  established,the  greatest  care  must  be 
taken,  and  the  most  earnest  endeavours 
used,  to  conciliate  the  good  will  of  the  in- 
habitants, by  abstaining  from  every  tiling 
which  can  sliock  their  religious  opinions  or 
prejudices,  by  respecting  their  persons 
and  property,  by  a  removal  of  those  re- 
strictions and  impositions  of  which  they 
most  complain,  and  by  making  them  feel 
in  general  the  beneficial  influence  of  his 
A'lajcsty's  government  as  compared  with 
that  under  which  they  were  before  placed. 

In  respect  to  commercial  regulations,  you 
will  ha\  e  as  a  rule,  the  orders  settled  by 
his  Majesty  in  council  (copies  of  which 
are  herewith  inclosed)  for  regulating  the 
trade  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  which  you  v^all 
extend  as  far  as  circumstances  v/ill  admit 
to  other  places  or  territories  wiiich  may 
come  into  his  A^ajesty's  possession. 

In  the  case  of  these  regulations,  such  as 
may  affect  in  any  degree,  the  government 
and  constitution  of  the  country,  the  princi- 
ple to  be  observed  must  be  to  abstain  as 
much  as  jxisslble  from  every  thing  that  can 
infringe  upon  the  rights  and  privileges, 
and  even  established  usages  of  any  class  of 
inhabitants,  and  not  to  introduce  into  the 
government  any  other  change  than  th»t 
which  must  necessarily  arise  from  the  sub- 
stitution of  his  Majesty's  authority  for  that 
of  the  King  of  .Spain.  Individuals  it  may 
be  necessary  to  change,  and  in  so  doing, 
the  preference  should  as  much  as  possible 
be  given  to  the  native  inhabitants  over  per- 
sons born  in  Old  Spain. 

All  those  who  were  prirtcipaliy  instru- 
mental in  promoting  or  executing  the 
insurrection  against  General  Bere.sford 
should  be  carefully  removed,  and  either 
sent  to  Europe,  or  placed  in  some  situation 
where  their  machinations  may  be  no  lon- 
ger dangerous. 
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The  case  of  General  Beresford  and  his 
ainiy,  must  in  auother  view  become  the  ob- 
it'ct  of  your  attention,  and  seems  indeed  to 
bo  one  which  calls  alike  on  liie  national 
honor,  on  the  feelings  wliich  actuate  his 
Majesty's  mind  in  whatsoever  regards  the 
welfare  of  his  troops,  and  on  the  justice 
due  from  the  country  to  all  those  wiiom  it 
emplqys  in  its  service. 

It  may  not  be  clearly  ascertained  at  this 
moment  to  wliat  extent  the  capitulation 
made  by  these  troops  has  been  violated, 
nor  what, in  consequence, is  the  precise  de- 
mand proper  to  he  made  in  tlieir  favor ; 
but  whatever  shall  be  due  to  them,  either 
in  virtue  of  any  special  engagements  or  of 
the  general  usage  established  between  na- 
tions with  respect  to  the  prisoners  of  war, 
must  be  enforced  to  the  utmost,  nor  must 
any  means  which  the  force  of  arms  may 
place  at  your  disposal,  be  left  unemployed, 
till  complete  justice  shall  be  obtained  in 
their  behali.  The  service  intrusted  to 
your  care,  however  successful  in  other  re- 
spects, must  be  considered  as  incomplete, 
while  any  doubt  shall  remain  as  to  the 
restoration  of  these  troops  at  the  proper 
period,  or  of  their  being  protected  in  tlie 
mean  time  against  every  species  of  violence 
and  ill-treatment. 

Thougli  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to 
direct  that  the  additional  force  named  in 
the  margin*  shall  be  immediately  sent  out, 
with  a  view  to  operations  which  may  be 
found  ad"iseabie,  but  without  such  aid, 
and  in  the  possible  case  of  General  Crau- 
furd  not  joining  yon,  you  may  not  be  able 
to  undertake;  yet  it  is  not  his  Majesty's 
pleasure,  that  the  whole  of  the  force  liable, 
even  eventually,  to  be  assembled  under 
your  command,  should  be  suffered  to  re- 
main, but  so  n;uch  only  as  shall  be  neces- 
sary to  secure  those  positions  or  territories, 
of  which,  upon  the  final  result  of^your 
operations,  you  shall  have  been  able  to 
obtain  possession. 

It  is  not  supposed  that  the  number  ne- 
cessary for  this  purpose  can  in  any  case  ex- 
ceed 8000  men,  in  addition  to  such  troops 
as  you  may  be  able  to  raise  in  the  country. 
More,  therefore,  than  these,  except  in  very 
special  circumstances,  such  as  you  will  be 
expected  fidly  and  satibfactorily  to  explain 


*  1  troop  of  horse  artillery,  dis- 
mounted, with  harness  and 
appointments        -     -     -     -     130 

89th  foot         1000 

Recruits 500 
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to  his  Majesty's  government,  you  v/il! 
not  consider  yourself  authorized  to  re- 
tain. 

Sliould  the  circumstances  be  such  as  to 
contiiie  your  operations  to  the  occupation 
of  Monte  Video  or  Maldonado,  or  some 
other  point  on  the  coast,  which  from  the 
facility  of  defending  it,  and  the  protection 
which  it  may  afford  to  meixhant  or  other 
vessels  you  may  think  it  right  to  retain,  it 
is  presumed  that  a  force  f;'.r  less  than  the 
one  named,  that  is  to  say  than  !^0()0  men, 
will  be  abundantly  sufficient;  and  in  that 
case,  as  in  every  other,  you  will  send  v/hat- 
ever  surplus  shall  remain,  by  the  first  com- 
modious and  proper  opportunity  to  Eng- 
land. 

Should  the  reduction  of  Monte  Video,  as 
mentioned  above,  make  part  ofyour  plan  of 
operations,  and  should  you  succeed  in  the 
attempt,  you  will  not  consider  yourself  a» 
bound  by  these  instructions  permanently  to 
keep  possession  of  that  fortress,  but  may 
withdraw  the  garrison  and  destroy  the 
works,  should  that  course  appear  to  be 
most  adviseable. 

In  all  tliat  relates  to  the  management  of 
revenues  of  any  province  or  district  of 
which  you  may  be  in  possession,  you 
will  take  as  your  guide  the  instructions 
upon  that  subject  to  Brigadier  General 
Craufurd,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  in- 
closed. 

In  the  same  paper  you  vn\l  /ind  instruc- 
tions on  another  point  of  great  delicacy 
and  importance,  namely,  the  language  to 
be  held  in  answer  to  any  entjuiries  on  the 
part  of  the  inhabitants  respecting  their  fu^ 
ture  situation  at  a  peace. 

No  other  assurances,  as  you  will  see  by 
the  paper  referred  to,  can  be  given  them 
but  that  his  Majesty  will  not  surrender  but 
with  great  leluctance,  possessions  to  wi'iich 
lie  attaches  so  much  value,  and  would  in 
no  case  consent  to  such  surrender,  without 
providing  for  the  security  of  tiiose,  who 
from  the  attachment  shewn  to  his  Majesty 
might  be  fearful  of  having  rendered  them- 
selves obnoxious  to  the  displeasure  of  their 
former  government. 

It  is  supposed  above,  that  an  addition 
might  be  made  to  his  A'lajesty's  forces,  by 
troops  raised  in  the  country ;  great  care 
must  be  taken,  of  course,  in  selecting  the 
individuals  or  classes  proper  for  such  a 
purpose,  and  in  determining  the  footing  on 
which  they  shall  be  placed,  and  theamoujit 
to  which  they  should  be  carried  ;  but  sub- 
ject to  these  precautions,  much  aid  it  is  con- 
conceived  may  be  derived  from  this  force 
towards  securmg  his  Majesty's  possessions 
ill  that  t^uarter,  and  for  avoiding  at  thi 
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same  time  the  necessity  of  too  large  a  de- 
mand Oil  the  regular  forces  of  this  country. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  to  remark,  that  ou 
this  as  on  every  other  occasion,  the  strict- 
est regard  must  be  had  to  economy,  as  well 
in  adopting  any  measure  originally,  as  in 
arranging  the  details  for  carrying  the  same 
into  effect;  and  you  will  therefore  be  ex- 
pected to  -notify  the  adoption  of  any  step 
•  on  this  subject,  to  enter  into  a  particular 
detail  of  the  expence  to  be  thereby  incur- 
red, and  of  the  reasons  which  have  induced 
you  to  think  that  an  expence  to  that  ex- 
tent was  necessary  for  the  attainment  of 
the  object. 

It  has  been  supposed  above,  that,  whe- 
ther in  the  event  of  a  junction  with  Gene- 
ral Craufurd  or  otherwise,  no  doubt  could 
be  entertained  of  your  retaining  possession 
either  to  a  greater  or  lesser  extent  of  some 
parts  of  the  Southern  Coast. 

But  two  cases  remain  to  be  provided 
for,  which,  however  unlikely,  must  not  be 
wholly  passed  over;  one,  namely  that  of 
your  finding  on  your  arrival,  that  the 
places  hitherto  occupied  by  his  Majesty's 
troops  are  no  longer  iu  their  possession ; 
the  other,  that  of  its  becoming  necessary  at 
any  subsequent  period  to  abandon  what- 
ever had  been  before  possessed,  and  to  with- 
draw the  whole  of  tile  British  force  from 
that  country.  In  eltlier  of  these  cases  no- 
thing should  seem  to  remain,  but  to  consi- 
der the  mode  by  vt^hich  both  yourself  and 
Genera!  Craufurd,  v.ith  the  whole  of  the 
troops  which  you  severally  have  with  you, 
might  best  return  to  England.  But  in  ar- 
ranging means  for  that  purpose,  as  v.'ell  as 
in  deciding  on  the  measure  itself,  regard 
yiust  be  had  to  the  probable  state  of  the 
armament  under  General  Craufurd  at  the 
time,  considered  with  a  view  to  the  health 
of  the  troops,  to  the  supplies  still  remaining 
on  board  the  ships,  and  to  the  consequent 
difficulties  which  might  arise  upon  any  new 
and  sudden  extension  of  the  voyage. 

These  considerations  will  not  only  re- 
quire that  any  orders  which  you  may  send 
to  General  Craufurd,  in  the  event  of  his  be- 
ing separated  from  you,  should  be,  to  a  cer- 
tain degree,  discretionary,  but  may  have  an 
influence  also  in  determining  the  line  of 
conduct  which  you  may  think  it  right  to 
observe  in  concert  with  the  naval  com- 
nianding  officer. 

You  vvill  be  careful  to  avail  yourself  of 
every  opportur.ity  for  conveying  to  his 
Majesty's  government  intelligence  of  yciur 
proceedings;  the  want  of  regular  and  con- 
stant information  having  been  already  found 
fo  beagreat  source  of  fcrnbarraisment,  ■N'.'ith 


respect  to  the  particular  service  of  which 
you  are  now  about  to  take  the  direction. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  HOWICK, 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.Windham. 
Lleui.-Cenind  IVbitilocie,  'd'c. 


No.  IV. 


Coj'jy  of  Gfwrj/ WhiTELOCKe's  Letter  to  Mr. 
W1XUIIA.M,  of  the  lOti  July,  !807,  and  pub- 
lished in  a  Gazette  £  Ktraordinary,  Sunday, 
13i/}  September. 


Sir, 


Buenos  AyrcStJuly  10,  1S07 


I  'have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you.for  the 
information  of  his  Majesty,  tiiat  upon  be- 
ing joined  at  Monte  Video,  on  the  1.5th  of 
June,  by  the  corps  under  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Craufurd,  not  one  moment  was  lost  by 
R.ear-Admiral  Rlurray  and  myself  in  m:ik- 
ing  every  necessary  arrangement  for  the 
attack  of  Buenos  Ayres.  After  many  de- 
lays, occasioned  bv  foul  winds,  a  L-.nding 
was  affected,  without  opposition,  on  tlie 
iJSth  of  the  same  month,  at  the  Ensinada 
de  Barragon,  a  small  bay  about  thirty 
miles  to  the  eastv^ard  of  the  ttnvn.  The 
corps  employed  on  ;his  expedition  were 
three  brigades  of  light  artillerv,  under 
Captain  Fraser;  the  5th,  3^'th.  and  87th 
regiments  cf  foot,  under  Brigad'er-General 
Sir  Samuel  Auclinuity ;  the  1 7th  Light 
Dragoons,  36th  and  88th  reniments,  under 
Brigadier-General  the  Roncnrable  William 
Lumley,  eight  companies  of  the  9.'th  regi- 
men:, and  nine  light  infantry  companies, 
under  Brigadier-General  Craufurd  ■  four 
troops  of  tiie  6th  Dragoon  Guards,  the  9th 
lagl  t  Dragoons.  40th  and  45th  regiments 
of  foot,  under  Colonel  the  Honourable  T. 
Mahon  :  all  the  dragoons  being  dismount- 
ed, except  four  troops  of  the  17th,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Lloyd. 

After  some  fatiguing  marches  through  a 
country  much  intersected  by  svc.imps  and 
deep  muddv  rivulets,  the  army  reached 
Reduction,  a  village  about  nine  miles  dis- 
tant from  the  bridge  over  the  Rio  Chuelo; 
on  the  opposite  bank  of  which  the  enemy 
had  constructed  batteries,  and  established 
a  formidable  line  of  defence.  I  resolved, 
therefore,  to  turn  this  position,  by  march- 
ing in  tSvo  columns  from  my  left,  and  cros- 
sing the  river  higher  up,  where  it  was  re- 
presented fordabte,  to  unite  yiy  force  in 
the  suburbs  of  Buenos  Ayre.-.  I  sent  direc- 
tions at  the  same  time  to  CoTonel  jViah^.n 
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\f]io  was  bringing  up  the  greater  part  of 
tiie  artillery  under  the  protection  of  the 
17th  Light  Dragoons  and -lOth  rcsjimenl,  to 
wait  fur  further  orders  at  Reduction. 

Ma; or- General  Leveson  Gower  havin» 
the  command  of  the  ri^ht  column,  crossed 
tlic  river  at  a  place  called  the  Passo  Chico, 
and  falling  in  with  a  corps  of  the  eneryiv, 
gul!antly  attacked  and  defeated  it,  for  the 
particulars  of  which  action,  T  beg  to  refer 
you  to  the  annexed  report.  Owing  to  the 
Ignorance  of  my  8;nide.  it  was  not  until  the 
next  day  that  I  jqined  with  the  main  body 
of  the  army,  when  1  formed  my  line,  by 
placing  Brigadier-General  Sir  Samr.el 
Auchmuty's  brigade  upon  the  left,  extend- 
ing it  towards  the  Convent  of  the  Recolita, 
from  which  it  was  distant  tvi'o  miles.  The 
3()th  and  88th  regiments  being  on  its  right ; 
Brigadier-General  Crau'iird's.brigade  occu- 
pying the  central  and  princip.d  avenues  of 
the  town,  being  distant  about  three  miles 
from  the  Great  Square  and  Fort;  and  the 
6th  Dragoon  Guards,  9th  Light  Dragoons, 
and  45th  regiments  being  upon  his  right, 
and  extending  towards  the  Residencia. 
The  town  was  thus  nearly  invested,  and 
this  disposition  of  the  army,  and  the 
circunibtanccs  of  the  town  and  suburbs  be- 
ing divided  into  scpiarcs  of  one  hiiP'^red 
and  forty  yards  each  side,  together  with  the 
knowledge  that  the  enemy  meant  to  occu- 
py the  flat  roofs  of  the  houses,  gave  rise  to 
the  following  plan  of  attack. 

Brigadier-General  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty 
was  directed  to  detach  the  .'58th  regiment 
to  pbssess  itself  of  the  Plaza  del  Toros,  and 
the  adjacent  strong  ground,  and  there  take 
post  the  84th,  5th,  36th,  and  88t!i  regi- 
ments, were  each  divided  into  wings  ;  and 
each  wing  ordered  to  penetrate  into  the 
street  directly  in  its  front.  The  light  bat- 
talion divided  into  wings,  and  eacli  follow- 
ed by  a  wing  of  the  95th  regiment,  and  a 
three  pounder,  was  ordered  to  proceed 
down  the  two  streets  on  the  right  of  the 
central  one,  and  the  45th  regiment  down 
the  two  adjoining;  and  after  clearing  the 
streets  of  the  enemy,  this  latter  regiment 
was  to  take  post  at  the  Residencia.  Two 
six-pounders  were  ordered  along  the  cen- 
tral street,  covered  by  the  Carabineers  and 
three  troops  of  the  9th  Lig-ht  Dragoons, 
the  remainder  of  which  was  posted  as  a  re- 
serve in  the  centre.  Each  division  was  or- 
dered to  proceed  along  the  street  directly 
in  its  front,  till  it  arrived  at  the  last  square 
of  houses  next  the  river  Plata;  of  which  it 
was  to  possess  itself,  forming  on  the  il.'it 
roofs,  and  there  wait  for  further  orders. 
The  95th  regiment  was  to  occupy  two  of 
;he    most    commanding    situations,   from 


whicli-  it  could  annoy  the  enemy.  Two 
corporals,  with  tools,  were  ordered  to 
march  at  the  head  of  each  column,  for  the 
purpose  of  breaking  open  the  doors;  the 
whole  were  wnloaded,  and  no  firing  was  to 
be  permitted  until  the  columns  had  reach- 
ed their  final  poiYits  a!:d  formed  •.  a  can- 
nonade in  the  central  stree  s  was  the  signal 
for  the  v.'hole  to  come  forward. 

In  conformitv  to  this    arrangement,   at 
h.alf  past  six  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  the 
5th  instant,  the  S8th  regiment  moving  to- 
vyards  its  left,  and  ttie  87th  straight  to   its 
front,  aiiproached  the  strong  jiost  of  the 
Retiro    and  Phwa  del  Toros,  raid   a.^tcr   a 
inost  vigorous  and  spirited  attack,  in  v/hicli 
these  regiments  suffered  much  from  grape 
shot  and  musketry,  tiicir  goliant  comman- 
der, Brigadier-General  Sir  Samuel    Auch- 
muty, possessed  himself  of  tiie  post,  taking 
;J2  pieces  of  cannon,  an  immense  quantity 
of  ammunition,  and  fiOO  prisoners.      The 
5th  regiment  meeting  with  but  little  oppo- 
sition, proceeded  to   the  river,   and   took 
possession  of  the  church  and   convent  of 
St.  Catalina.     The  3()th  and  8<'th  regiments, 
under   Brigadier-General  Lumley,  moving 
in  the  appointed  order,  were  soon  oppo;icd 
by  a  heavy  and  continual  fire  of  musketry 
from  the  tops  and  windows  of  the  houses; 
the  doors  of  vi-hich  were  barricadosd  in  so 
strong  a  manner,  as  to  render  them  almost 
impossible  to  force.     The  streets  were  in- 
tersected by  deep  ditclies,  in  the  inside  of 
which  were  planted  cannon,  pouring  show- 
ers of  grape  on  the  advancing  columns.    In 
defiance,  however,  of  this  opjiosition,  the 
3Gth  regiment,  headed  by  the  gidiant  gene- 
ral, reached    its  final  destination;  but  the 
88th  being  nearer  to  the  fort  and  principal 
defences  of  the  enemv,  were  so  weakened 
by  Jiis  fire,  as  to  be  totally  overpowered  and 
taken.     "I'hc   fiank  of  the  'Mixh  being  thus 
exposed,  this  regiment,  together  with  the 
5tli,  retired  upon  Sir  Sanuiel  Auchmuty's 
post  at  tl'.e  Plaza  del  Toros ;  not,  however, 
beforp  Lieutenant-Colonel  EuriiC,  and  th.e 
grenadier  compajiy  of  the  ,SGth  regiment, 
had  an  opportimity  of  distinguishing  them- 
selves, by  charging  abcnit  800  of  the  enem.y, 
and  takinjr  and  spiking  two  guns.    Tlie  two 
six-pounders  moving  up  the  central  streets, 
meeting  with  a  vcrv  superior  fire,  the  four 
troops  of  the  Carabineers,  led  on  by  Lieii- 
tenant-Coloncl  Kington,  advanced  to  take 
the  bai-tery  opposed  to  them,  but  this  gal- 
lant oflicer  being  unfortunately  wounded, 
as  well    as  Captain  Burrell,  next  in  conv- 
mand,  and  the  fire  both  from  the  battery 
and  hcH'.ses  proving  very  dcsiructive,  they 
retreated  to  a  short  distance,  but  continued 
to  occupy  a  position  in  front  of  the  enemy's 
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principal  defences,  and  considerably  in  ad- 
vance cf  that  which  they  had  taken  in  the 
mvjrnin^^'. 

The  left  division  of  Erigadier-General 
Cniufurd's  brigade,  under  I>icutenant- 
Colonc!  Pack,  passed  on  nearly  to  the 
river,  and  turning  to  the  left  approached 
the  Great  Square,  with  the  intention  of 
possefsing  itself  of  the  Jesuits'  College,  a 
situation  which  commanded  the  enemy's 
principal  line  of  defence.  But  from  the 
Terv  destructive  nature  of  !iis  fire,  this  was 
found  impracticable;  and  after  sustaining  a 
heavy  loss,  one  part  of  the  division  throw- 
ing itself  into  a  house  which  was  after- 
■wards  not  found  tenable,  was  shortly 
cWiged  to  surrender,  whilst  the  remaining 
pan,  after  enduring  a  dreadful  fire  with 
Ihe  greatest  intrepidity,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Pack,  its  commander,  being  wounded,  re- 
tired upon  the  right  division  commanded 
Ivy  Brigi^dicr-General  Crauturd  himself. 
This  division  having  passed  quite  throug'i 
to  the  river  Plata,  turned  p.ho  to  the  left  to 
approaeh  the  Great  Square  and  Fort,  from 
the  north-east  bastion  of  which  it  was  dis- 
tant about  four  hundred  yards,  when  Briga- 
>«iier-General  Craufurd  learning  the  fate  of 
liis  left  division,  thought  it  most  adviseable 
to  take  possession  of  the  convent  of  St. 
Domingo,  near  v>'hich  he  then  was,  intend- 
ing to  ])roce(.'d  onwards  to  the  Franciscan 
church,  -ft'liich  lay  still  nearer  the  fort,  if 
the  attack  or  success  of  any  other  of  our 
columns  should  free  him  in  some  measure 
from  the  host  of  eueniies  which  surrounded 
iiim.  The  45th  regiment  being  further 
from  the  enemy's  centre,  had  gained  the 
Residcncia  without  much  opposition,  and 
Ueutenant-Colonel  Guard  having  it  in 
possession  of  his  battalion  conipauics, 
moved  down  with  tlie  grenadier  company 
towards  tlie  centre  of  the  town,  and  joined 
iJrigadier-General  Craufurd. 

The  enemy,  who  now  surrounded  the 
convent  on  all  sides,  attempting  to  take  a 
three-poimdcr  v/hich  lay  in  the  street,  the 
l..ieutemnt-ColoneI  with  his  company,  and 
a  few  light  iirfantry  under  Major  Trotter 
cliarged  them  with  great  spirit.  In  an 
innant,  tlic  greater  jjart  of  his  company 
and  Major  'j'rotter,  (an  officer  of  great  mc- 
r?£,)  were  killed,  but  tlie  gun  v/as  saved. 
The  Brigadier-General  was  now  obliged  to 
confine  liimsclf  to  the  defence  of  the  con- 
vent, from  which  the  riflemen  kept  up  a 
well-directed  fire  upon  such  of  the  enemy 
as  approached  the  post;  but  the  quantity 
of  round  s-hot,  grape,  and  musketry,  to 
which  tiiey  were  exposed,  at  last  obliged 
t!>em  to  quit  the  top  of  the  building,  and 
she  enemy   lo  the  nir.nbcr  of  sii  thousand. 


bringing  up  cannon  to  force  the  wooden 
gates  vv'hich  fronted  the  fort,  the  Brigadier- 
General  having  no  communication  with 
any  other  columns,  and  judging  from  the 
cessation  of  firing  that  those  next  him  had 
not  been  successful,  surrendered  at  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

The  result  of  this  day's  action  had  left 
me  in  possession  of  the  Toros,  a  strong 
post  on  the  enemy's  right,  and  the  Residcn- 
cia, another  strong  post  on  his  left,  whilst  1 
occupied  an  advanced  position  opposite  his 
centre ;  but  those  advantages  had  cost 
about  two  thousand  five  hundred  men  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners.  The  raa- 
ture  of  the  iire  to  which  the  troops  Vifere 
exposed,  was  violent  in  the  extreme. 
Grape  shot  at  the  corners  of  all  the  streets, 
m.usketry,  hand-grenades,  bricks  and  stoiies, 
from  the  tops  of  a!i  the  houses,  ever^ 
householder  with  his  negroes  defended  his 
dwelling,  each  of  which  was  in  itself  a 
fortress,  and  it  is  not,  perhaps,  too  much  to 
say,  that  the  whole  male  population  of 
Buenos  Ayres  was  employed  in  its  defence. 
I'his  was  the  situation  of  the  army  on  the 
morning  of  t!ie  6th  instant,  when  General 
Liniers  addressed  a  letter  to  me,  ol7ering  to 
give  up  all  his  prisoners,  taken  in- the  late 
alFair,  together  with  the  71st  regiment,  and 
others,  taken  wth  Brigadier-General  Beresi 
ford,  if  1  desisted  from  any  further  attack 
on  tlie  town,  and  withdrew  his  Majesty's 
forces  from  the  river  Plata,  intimating,  at 
the  same  time,  from  the  exasperated  state  of 
the  populace,  he  could  not  answer  for  the 
safety  of  the  prisoners,  if  I  persisted  in  of- 
fensive measures.  Influenced  by  this  con- 
sideration, (which  1  knew,  from  better  au- 
thority, to  be  founded  in  fact),  and  reflect- 
ing of  how  little  advantage  would  be  the 
possession  of  a  country,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  were  so  absolutely  hostile,  I  resolved 
to  forego  the  advantage  which  the  bravery 
of  the  troops  had  obtained,  and  acceded  to 
the  annexed  Treaty,  which  I  trust  will  meet 
the  approbation  of  his  Majesty. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  add,  except  to 
mention,  in  terms  of  the  highest  praise  the 
conduct  of  Rear-Admiral  Murray,  whose 
cordial  co-operation  has  never  been  want- 
ing, when  the  army  could  be  benefited  by 
his  exertions.  Captain  Rowley,  of  the 
Royal  Navy,  commanding  the  seamen  on 
shore.  Captain  Bayntun  of  his  Majesty's 
ship  Africa,  who  superintended  the  disem- 
barkation, and  Captain  Thompson,  of  the 
Fly,  who  had  the  direction  of  the  gun- 
boats, and  had  previously  rendered  me 
much  service  by  reconnoitring  the  river, 
arc  all  entitled  to  my  best  thanks. 
As  his  character  already  stands  so  bigh. 


it  is  almost  unnecessary  to  state  that  frcm 
my  second  in  command,  Major-General 
Leveson  Gower,  I  have  experienced  every 
zealous  and  useful  assistance;  my  thanlcs 
are  likewise  due  to  Brigadier^j-Goneral  Sir 
Samuel  Auchmuty  and  Lumley,  and  to 
Colonel  A-Talion  and  Brigadier-General 
Craufurd,  commanding  brigades.  I  cannot 
sufficiently  bring  to  notice  the  uncommon 
exertions  of  Captain  Fraser,  commanding 
the  royal  artiilcry,  the  fertility  of  whose 
mind,  zeal,  and  animation,  in  all  cases,  left 
difficulties  behind.  Captain  Squires,  of  the 
royal  engineers,  is  also  entitled  to  my  best 
thanks ;  nor  sholud  1  omit  the  gsdlant  con- 
duct of  Major  Nicholls,  of  the  45th  regi-. 
meat,  who,  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  in- 
stant, being  pressed  bj-  the  enemy  near  the 
Residencia,  charged  them  with  great  spirit, 
and  took  tv/o  hov/itzers  and  many  prison- 
ers. Lieutenant-Colonel  Bradford,  Depu- 
ty Adjutant  General,  has  likewise  a  great 
claim  to  my  approbation  as  a  gallant  and 
promising  officer. 

The  oGicers  of  my  personal  stafT,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Torrens,  Military  Secretary, 
and  Captains  Brown,  Foster,  Douglas,  and 
Whittinghani,  Aides-du-Camp,  must  also 
be  mentioned  by  me  in  terms  of  just  re- 
gard ;  the  knowledge  which  the  latter  pos- 
sesses of  the  Spanish  language  has  been 
eminently  useful  to  me. 

This  dispach  will  be  delivered  to  you  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bourke,  Deputy  Quar- 
ter-Master-General, who  has  afrorde<Ll  me 
that  assistance  which  might  be  looked  for 
from  an  officer  of  his  military  talents  and 
attachment  to  the  service ;  to  v.'hich.I  beg 
to  refer  you  for  any  further  particulais  re- 
specting the  military  operations  in  this 
part  of  the  world. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  f<c. 

J.  WHITELOCKE,  Lieut.  Gen. 
The  Right  Hell,  IV/n.  M'^i/idham. 


No.  V. 

Prl'vate  Dispatch fnm  General  WuiTELOCKE, 
to  Mr.  V\'l  N  D  H  A  M . 

(Copv)  (Private.) 

Buenoi  Ay  res,  July  10,  1807. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  im- 
mediately after  my  arrival  at  Monte  Video, 
on  the  10th  May,  I  began  to  make  every 
possible  preparaiion  for  the  attack  of  this 
place,  as  the  lirst  and  most  clTectuai  step 
towards  the  reduction  of  the  province. 
For  this  purpose  sloops  of  war  and  other 
light  vessels  were  put  to  reconnoitre  the 
southern  bank  of  the  river,  in  order  to  lix 


upon  the  precise  point  of  dcb.irkaUon.  It 
was  found  tiiat  the  water  v,';n  too  shallow 
to  admit  of  a  landing  under  cover  of  thft 
ships  of  war  any  where  to  the  westward  of 
the  town  of  Buenos  Ayres,  nnr  nearer  to 
to  the  eastward  than  the  Ensinada  de 
Barragou.  This  bay  was  therefore  llxod 
upon  as  the  point  of  debarkation,  and 
every  arrangement  that  could  previously  be 
made  was  pressed  forward  with  expedition, 
whilst  I  waited  anxiously  for  the  arrival  of 
Brigadier-General  Craufurd's  corps  and  the 
fleet  with  v.fhich  I  had  sailed  from  Eng- 
land. 

On  the  27th  May,  Rear-Admiral  Mrr- 
rav  and  Brigadier-General  Craufurd  arriv- 
ed at  the  mouth  oi  the  ri\'er,  but  owing  to 
a  prevalence  of  contrary  winds,  the  expe- 
dition d;d  not  reach  Monte  Video  until  tht 
14th  of  June.  I  immeiliately  dotenniuid 
not  to  wait  thearrivsl  of  the  convoy  from 
England,  as  by  the  general  voice  of  the  in- 
habitants and  of  those  officers  who  had 
passed  the  province,  the  months  of  July 
and  August  were  represented  as  nwst  un- 
favourable to  military  operations,  on  ac- 
count of  the  heavy  ajid  continual  fains 
which  prevail  at  that  season.  Having  fix- 
ed upon  Colonia  as  the  place  of  assembly 
from  which  the  expedition  was  to  proceed, 
1  sent  the  troops  upwards  in  small  divi- 
sions, on  account  of  the  intricate  naviga- 
tion ;  leaving  at  Monte  Vid«>  the  47lh 
regiment,  the  detachments  of  the  20th  arid 
21st  light  dragoons,  two  companies  of  the 
3J?th  regiment  and  a  corps  of  militia,  form- 
ed by  the  British  merchants,  in  all  compos- 
ing a  garrison  of  about  l;j&3  men,  under 
the  connnand  of  Colonel  Browne  of  the 
40th  regiment;  and  after  much  delay, 
caused  bv  contrary  v.'inds  Rear-Admira! 
Murray  and  myself  arrived  opposite  the 
point  of  debarkation  on  the  t2Sth  ultimo. 

in  the  morning  the  fleet  stood  into  the 
bay,  and  before  night  the  wi.tle  amy,  as 
per  margin*,  was  landed,  without  opposi- 
tion, on  the  enemy's  coast.  Th.e  greater 
part  of  the  next  day  vi'as  occupied  in  land- 
ing artillery,  horses,  and  stores,  in'iincdi- 
atciy  on  the  landing  of  Brigadier-General 
Craufurd's  brig;ide,  and  the  iiSth  and  87th 
regiments,  I  detached  Major-Gen.  Gvnver, 
with  this  force,  and  two  three-pound.crs,  to 


*  Three  brigades  of  artillery,  5th,  SSth, 
and  87th,  Brigadier-General  Sir  Samuel 
Auchmuty;  17th  dragoons,  R6th  and  SSthj 
Brigadier-General  Lumley;  95th,  light 
battalion,  Brigadier-General  Craufurd ; 
four  troops  6th  dragoon  guards,  9th  light 
dragoons,  40th  and  .vltli,  Color eJ  Jvlahon. 
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occupv  tlic  !iei;;;hts  in  my  front,  about  five 
miles  dibt.iiit  ;  :ind  the  next  moining  I  pro- 
ceeded to  join  him  with  the  rest  of  the  ar- 
my,4  six-pounders,  and  2  three  pounders  the 
remainder  of  the  artillery  not  Seine;  landed. 
Tlie  next  day!  directed  M;!Jor-Gen.Gower  to 
precede  my  march  with  his  advanced  corps, 
substituting  the  S6'th  and  88th  regiments, 
under  Brigadier-General  Lumley,  for  the 
38th  and  87th  regiments  ;  and  i  left  Colonel 
Mahon,  with  four  troops  of  the  17th  light 
dragoons  and  the  40lh  regiment,  to  protect 
ihe  guns  when  tiiey  should  come  up,  and 
cover  the  rear  of  the  army  ;  being  princi- 
pally induced  to  break  m)^  force  into  the&e 
divisions  for  the  purpcise  of  more  readily 
procuring  cover  and  fuel.  On  the  1st  July 
the  advance  corps  drove  a  small  party  of 
the  enemy  from  the  village  of  Reduction, 
and  took  post  about  two  miles  be\'ond  it, 
whilst  I  occupied  the  village  with  the  m^in 
fjodv.  1  was  now  distant  about  nine  miles 
from  the  bridge  over  the  Rio  Chuelo,  on 
the  opposite  bank  of  which  I  understood 
the  enemy  had  constructed  batteries,  and 
intended  to  make  a  stand.  I  determined 
therefore,  instead  of  forcing  the  bridge,  to 
turn  the  enemy's  line  of  defence,  by  march- 
ing from  our  left  and  crossing  the  river,  in 
tVv'o  columns,  higher  up,  where  it  was  re- 
presented fordable,andconiinuing  to  march 
until  I  should  have  got  completely  to  the 
westward  and  northw;>.rd  of  the  town  ap- 
puyed  my  left  on  the  river  La  Plata,  and 
opened  a  conmiunication  with  the  fleet. 
On  the  'Jd  instant,  .it  nine  o'clock,  Major- 
General  L  Gower  marched  his  corps,which 
should  now  be  considered  as  the  rig'it  co- 
lumn, and  I  marched  myself  at  ten,  with 
the  intention  of  uniting  ourforce  that  even- 
ing in  the  suburbs  of  the  town.  Major- 
General  I,.  Gower  having  crossed  the  river, 
his  leading  brigade  fell  in  wit'n  a  consider- 
able c<irps  of  the  enemy,  under  General 
l.iniers  himself,  which  he  attacked  with 
great  vivacity,  cc^mpletely  overthrew  it, 
taking  ten  pieces  of  cannon  and  some  pri- 
soners. The  Major-General  halted  on  the 
ground  from  which  he  had  driven  the  eiie- 
mv,  waiting  my  arrival,  and  sending  at  the 
same  time  a  sunmioi^.s  to  General  l.iniers, 
which  was  refused  on  this  occ.ijioi),  as  well 
as  the  following  day,  when  I  sent  to  him 
mvself. 

Owing  to  t'nc  ignorance  of  my  guide, 
who  conducted  me  by  a  considerable  de- 
tour, I  did  not  reach  the  A'lajor-General 
until  tlie  next  dj.y,  when  I  f<5rmed  my  line 
under  Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty,  on  the  left  of 
13rigadier-General  I^umley's,  extending  it 
towaids  the  convent  of  the  Recolita,  dis- 
caat  abyui  two  miles ;  and  another  under 


I.ieutcnant-Colonel  Guard,  on  the  right 
towards  the  Residencia ;  while  Brigadier-' 
General  Craufurd's  brigade  occupied  the 
central  and  principal  avenues  info  the 
town,  being  distant  about  ihree  miles  froni 
the  Great  Square  and  f.irt  of  Buenos  Ayres. 
In  pursuance  of  my  original  design,  I  in- 
tended to  marcii  the  next  morning  by  my 
left  to  the  convent  of  Recolita,  which 
standing  on  high  ground  immediately  over 
the  river, I  could  iiave  communicated  with 
the  fleet,-  and  landed  heavy  guns  for  a  vi- 
gorous attack  of  the  town,  should  General 
Liniers  obstinately  refuse  to  surrender  it^ 
Upon  consulting,  however,  with  Major- 
General  Ij.  Gower,  he  submitted  to  me 
another  plan  of  attack,  which,  as  it  pro- 
mi.^ed  a  more  expeditious  issue,  inasmuch 
as  it  obviated  the  necessity  of  marching  to 
the  left,  and  the  delay  of  landing  heavy 
guns  and  erecting  heavy  batteries — a  delay 
whicli  I  the  more  dreaded,  on  account  of 
the  rains  having,  to  all  appearance,  set  in, 
and  the  men  being  exposed,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, to  the  severity  of  the  weather,  from 
the  impossibility  of  conveying  camp  equi- 
page. I  consented,  for  these  reasons,  to 
change  my  plan,  and  adopt  what  seemed 
generally  approved  by  the  general  ofTicers 
under  me.  Besides,  the  measure  of  bom- 
bardment, or  any  o^'her  measure  whicii 
might  occasion  an  indiscriminate  loss  of 
life,  ruin  the  town,  and  irritate  the  people, 
appeared  to  me,  upon  reflection,  contrary 
both  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  my  instruc- 
tions. I  hoped  also,  by  this  plan,  to  be 
able  to  di'icidge  those  who  opposed  the 
progress  of  his  A'Taiestv's  arms,  and  by 
driving  them  to  the  bottom  of  the  town, 
there  make  a  number  of  prisoners,  who 
might  be  in  our  hands  so  many  pledges  for 
the  return  of  the  71st  regiment,  and  the 
other  troops  captured  with  Brigadier  Ge- 
neral Bcresford;  whilst  the  peaceable  in- 
habitants, and  those  best  disposed  towards 
us,  by  remaining  quietly  in  their  houses, 
might  escape  the  danger  of  the  attack. 
The  nature  of  this  attack  can  be  best  ex- 
plained by  annexing  the  general  ordcn 
The  result  was  successful  in  the  principal 
points,  as  I  obtained  possession  of  the  Plaza 
del  Toros,  a  strong  fort  on  the  enemy's 
flank,  32  pieces  of  ordnance  and  a  large 
depot  of  ammunition  and  provisions ;  as 
well  as  the  Residencia,  or  the  strong  fort 
on  the  enemy's  left  and  four  pieces  of  can- 
non which  defended  it.  But  these  con- 
quers were  purchased  with  the  loss  of 
'2.500  men,  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners, 
and,  amongst  the  latter  Brigadier-General 
Craufurd,  and  other  oiTicers  of  rank.  The 
conduct  of  both  olHcers  and  men  iu  this  ac- 
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lion  had  been  g^allant  in  the  highest  degree, 
and  the  severity  of  the  loss  occasioned  sole- 
ly by  the  severity  of  the  defence  The 
enemy  had  dug  ditches  across  the  principal 
streets,  and  placed  cannon  within  them  ;  lie 
octupied  the  flat  roofs  of  all  the  houses  in 
commanding  situations,  and  from  tlience 
and  the  windows  [ioured  a  destructive  fire 
of  musketry,  hand-grenades,  fire-pots,  &c. 
upon  the  columns  as  they  advanced;  hav- 
ing likewise  had  the  precaution  to  barri- 
cade the  doors  in  so  strong  a  manner  as  to 
render  them  verv  difficult  to  force,  though 
the  troops  had  been  provided  with  instru- 
ments ior  that  purpose.  Every  house- 
holder, with  his  negroes,  defended  his 
dwelling ;  and  it  is  perhaps  not  too  much 
to  say  that  the  whole  population  of  Buenos 
Ayres  was  employed  in  its  defence,  which 
very  population  in  the  field  woidd  pro- 
bably not  have  withstood  the  attack  of  two 
British  regiments. 

On  the  morning  succeeding  the  attack  I 
received  a  letter  from  General  Liniers, 
offering  to  give  up  all  prisoners  taken  in 
the  late  affair,  as  well  as  those  taken  with 
Brigadier- General  Beresford,if  I  consented 
to  relinquish  the  attack  and  witiidraw  his 
Majesty's  forces  from  the  province.  A 
correspondence  (No.  IV.)  upon  this  took 
place,  which,  ended,  in  the  treaty  I  have 
the  honour  to  transmit. 

My  reasons  for  acceding  to  this  negocia- 
tion  were  briefly  these  :  I  had  lost  in   the 

r receding  attack  2.500  men;  and  although 
had  gained  a  strong  post  on  the  enemy's 
right  flank,  from  which  I  communicated 
with  the  fleet,  and  from  which  it  might  be 
possible  to  fire  heavy  cannon  on  the  town, 
and  otherwise  annoy  it,  yet  the  enemy's 
chief  defences  were  too  remote  from  this 
point,  and  too  much  covered  by  houses  to 
allow  me  to  hope  that  I  could  \n  any  given 
time  destroy  them,  by  cannon  alone,  even 
if  the  nature  of  my  instructions  had  not 
Kiilltated  against  such  a  measure.  General 
Liniers  had  likev/ise  acquainted  me  in  his 
letter,  that  he  could  not  ansvifer  for  the 
lives  of  his  prisoners  if  the  attack  was  per- 
sisted in';  and  from  every  thing  i  h;ive 
since  heard  from  the  oflicers  thcmaclvcs,  I 
have  reason  Lo  believb  they  v/ould  have 
been  .^acraficed  to  the  fury  of  an  exaspe- 
rated r:.hble.  Nothing  therefore  remained 
to  l-,e  done  offensively  but  another  attack 
on  the  tov/n,  conducted  in  a  Tnanner  simi- 
lar to  the  la>t ;  the  event  of  which  must 
have  been  doubtful,  as  my  force,  when  col- 
leoied,4'd  not  reach  5000  men,  ^nd  if  even 
iiiccesifiil,  mv  loss  would  probably  have 
J  rudercd  tUat  force  insntiicient  to  k.-'fp  the 
j^i.icc  v/lien  taken,     if  it  was  deemed  fruit- 


less to  attempt  another  attack,  there  yet  re- 
mained two  modes  of  retreat,  either  by 
treaty,  or  re-embarking  in  the  face  of  the 
enemy.  The  latter  measure  would  certain- 
ly have  been  attended  with  additional  loss; 
and  the  wounded  and  prisoners  in  the  late 
affair,  as  well  as  the  71st  regiment,  in  all 
400)  men,  lost  for  ever  to  Great  Britain. 
In  return  for  which  I  should  have  possess- 
ed but  a  nominal  command  at  Monte 
Video,  a  post  which  can  never  be  consi- 
dered of  any  advantage,  whilst  the  capital 
of  the  province  and  the  great  entrepot  of 
commerce  remained  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy. 

I  determined  therefore  to  accede  to  this 
treaty,  by  which  I  shall  be  enabled  to 
bring  off  my  own  army  almost  entire,  and 
recover  the  71st  regiment,  a  point  which 
mj'  instructions  have  taught  me  to  consi- 
der as  of  the  first  importance  :  and  I  shall 
evacuate  a  province,  which  the  force  I  was 
authorized  to  calculate  upon  could  never 
maintain,  and  which,  from  the  very  hostile 
dispositions  of  its  inhabitants,  was  in  truth, 
not  worth  maintaining. 

I  shall  dispose  of  the  army  in  the  manner 
pointed  out  in  my  instructions,  the  parti- 
culars of  v/hich  I  shall  detail  to  you  from 
Monte  Video  by  another  man  of  war  that 
will  sail  from  thence  with  duplicates  of 
these  dispatches.  Trusting  that  the  con- 
duct I  have  pursued  in  tliis  difScult  situa- 
tion my  meet  with  the  approval  of  hi» 
Majesty, 

I  liave  tlie  honour,  &c. 
(Signed)    J.  V^^HITELOCKE,  Lieut.  Gen. 

This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  Lieu- 
tenaut-Colone!  Bourke,  to  whom,  as  well 
as  .Sir  Samuel  Auchmuty  I  refer  you  for 
further  particulars. 

No.  VI. 
TZf   Dijiniti-ve  Treaty  bcticeen  the   Generals  in 

Chief  of  his  Bk)  TANNIC  M.iJESTY  and  of 

his  Cirnoi-rc  M.ijksty. 

I.  There  shall  be  from  this  time  a  cessa- 
tt<m  of  hostilities  on  both  sides  the  River 
Plata. 

Ii.  The  troops  of  his  Britannic  Majesty 
shall  retain  for  the  period  of  two  m.onths 
the  h^rtress  of  Monte  'Video,  and,  as  a  neu- 
tral country,  there  shall  be  considered  a  lirie 
drawn  from  San  Carlos  Oii  the  \vest,  to 
Patido  oiTthe  east;  and  there  shall  not  be, 
on  any  part  of  that  line,  hostilities  commit- 
ted on  any  side,  the  neutrality  being  under- 
stood, only  that  tlie  individuals  of  both  na- 
tions may  live  freely  under  their  respective 
laws,  the  Spanish  subjects  being  judged  by 
theirs,  and  the  English  by  those  of  their 
pation. 
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III.  There  shall  be  on  both  sides  a  mu- 
tual restitution  of  prisoners,  including  not 
only  those  which  have  been  taken  since  the 
arrival  of  the  troops  under  Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral  Whitelocke,  but  also  those  his  Britan- 
nic Majesty's  subjects  captured  .in  South 
America  since  the  commencement  of  the 
war. 

IV.  That  for  tlie  promptest  dispatch  of 
the  vessels  and  troops  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty, there  shall  be  no  impediment  thrown 
in  the  way  of  the  supplies  of  provisions 
which  may  be  requested  for  Monte  Video. 

V.  A  period  of  ten  days  from  this  time  is 
given  for  the  re-embarkation  of  his  Britan- 
nic Majesty's  troops  to  pass  to  the  north 
«ide  of  the  river  La  Plata,  with  the  arm< 
that  may  be  actually  in  their  power,  stores, 
and  equipage,  at  the  most  convenient  points 
which  may  be  selected,  and  during  this 
tine  provisions  may  be  sold  to  them. 

VI  That  the  lime  of  the  delivery  of 
the  place  and  fortress  of  Aionte  Video, 
shall  take  place  at  the  end  of  the  two 
months  fixed  in  the  second  article;  the  de- 
livery will  be  made  in  the  terms  it  was 
found,  with  the  artillery  it  had  when  taken. 
VII.  Three  officers  of  rank  shall  be  deli- 
vered for  and  until  the  fulfilment  of  the 
above  articles  by  both  parties  ;  being  well 
understood  that  his  Britannic  Majesty's  of- 
ficers vi'ho  have  been  on  their  parole,  can- 
not serve  against  South  America  until  their 
arrival  in  Europe. 

Done  at  the  Fort  of  Buenos  Ayres,  the 
7th  day  of  July,  1807,     Signing  two  of 
one  tenor. 
(Signed)      JOHN  WHITELOCKE. 
GEORGE  MURRAY. 
SANFIAGO   LINIERS. 
CESAR  BALBIANI. 
BERNARDO  VELASC03. 

No.  VII. 
ORDERS  IN  COUNCIL. 

At  the  Oueen's  Palace,  October  1, 1806, 

Present,  the  Kind's  most  excellent  Majesty 

in  Council. 

Whereas  it  hath  been  represented  to  his 
Majesty,  that  ever  and  above  the  royal  du- 
ties, and  the  consul;'te  or  municipal  duties, 
payable  upon  divers  articles  exported  from 
the  city,  town,  and  fortress  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  its  dependencies,  including 
therein  all  the  terrritories  belonging  to  or 
forming  a  part  of  the  government  of  the 
same,  a  duty  of  two  reals  upon  each  o.x 
hide,  and  of  one  real  on  each  horse  hide, 
exported,  was  levied  and  paid  during  the 
time  the  said  cify,  town,  and  fortress  of 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  its  dependencies  were 
under  the  Spanish  goveniment :  antj  where- 


as the  commander  of  his  Majesty's  forcesj^ 
to  whom  the  taid  city,  towxi,  and  fortress 
have  surrendered,  has  thought  fit  until  his 
Majesty's  pleasure  should  be  known,  to  re- 
duce the  said  additional  duty  to  one  real 
upon  each  ox  hide,  and  to  make  a  propor- 
tionable reduction  of  t.ic  duty  payable  up- 
on each  horse  hide  exported:  his  Majesty 
is  thencefrom  pleased  to  order  and  declare, 
that  the  said  reduced  duties,  and  no  other, 
shall,  until  the  further  signification  of  his 
Majesty's  pleasure, continue  to  be  paid  upon 
each  ox  hide  and  horse  hide  exported  as 
aforesaid,  in  British,  ships  owned  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  and  navigated  according  to 
law;  or  in  ships  bona jide  belonging  to  any 
of  the  subjects  or  native  inhabitants  of  the 
said  city,  town,  and  territories,  such  native 
inhabitants  being  peaceably  resident  within 
the  same,  and  under  the  obedience  of  his 
Majesty's  government  there:  and  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Lords  Commissioners  of 
his  Majesty's  Treasury,  and  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty,  are  to  give  the 
nece-isary  directions  herein  as  to  them  may 
respectively  appertain. 

(Signed)  W.  FAWKENER. 


No.  VIII. 
ORDERS  IN  COUNCIL. 

At  the  Oueen's  Palace,  Sept.  17,  1806, 

Present,  the  King's  most  excellent  Majesty 

in  Council. 

Whereas  the  capital  city,  town,  and  for« 
fresi  uf  Buenos  Ayres,  and  its  dependencies, 
have  been  conquered  by  his  Majesty's 
forces,  and  the  territory  and  forts  of  the 
same  are  delivered  up  to  his  Majesty,  and 
the  tame  are  now  in  his  Majesty's  posses- 
sion, his  Majesty  is  therefore  pleased  to  or- 
der and  declare,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered 
and  declared  that  all  his  loving  subjects 
may  lawfully  trade  to  and  from  the  said 
capital  city,  town,  and  fortress  of  Buenos 
Ayres  and  its  dependencies,  including 
therein  all  and  every  the  territories  be- 
longing to  or  forming  a  part  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  same,  in  British  ships 
owned  by  his  Majesty's  subjects,  and  navi- 
gated accoi-ding  to  law;  or  in  ships  bona 
fide  belonging  to  any  of  the  subjects  or  na-' 
live  inhabitants  of  the  said  city,  town,  ori 
territories  such  native  inhabitants  being' 
peaceably  resident  within  the  same  and  un 
der  the  obedience  of  his  Majesty's  govern^ 
mcnt  there  ;  and  that  such  trade  shall  be 
subject  to  such  duties,  rules,  regulations, 
conditions,  restrictions,  penalties  and  for 
feitures  to  which  the  trade  to  and  from  his 
Majesty's  colonies,  plantations,  and  islands 
in  tiie  West  Indies  and  South  America  is, 
or  shall  be  subject  by  law,  except  as  is 
hereafter  specified. 
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And  his  Majesty  is  further  pleased  to 
order  and  declare,  and  it  is  hereby  further 
ordered  and  declared,  that  all  commodities 
being  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufac- 
ture, of  the  said  capital  city,  town  and  for- 
tress of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  its  dependen- 
cies, including  therein  all  and  every  the 
territories  belonging  to  or  forming  a  part 
of  the  government  of  the  s.mie,  or  which 
have  been  usually  exported  therefrom,  sliall 
be  imported  into  any  of  the  ports  of  the  unit- 
ed kingdom  in  British  ships  owned  by  his 
Alajestjr's  subjects,  and  navigated  accord- 
ing to  law;  or  in  ships  bona  ftJe  belonging 
to  any  of  the  subjects  or  native  inhabitants 
of  the  said  city,  town,  or  territories,  such 
native  inhabitants  being  j>erceably  resident 
within  the  same,  and  render  the  obedience 
of  his  Alajesty's- government  there,  and  that 
such  commodities  shall  be  subject  to  the 
same  duties,  rules,  regulations,  conditions, 
penalties,  and  forfeitures  as  articles  of  the 
like  sort  are  subject  to,  coming  from  his 
Majesty's  colonies,  plantations,  or  islands 
in  the  West  Indies  or  South  America. 

And  whereas  information  has  been  re- 
ceived that  the  commander  of  his  Majesty's 
forces  to  whom  the  said  city,  town  and  for- 
tress have  surrendered,  has  reduced  the  du- 
ties on  importation  into  the  same,  from 
about  thirty-four  and  an  half  per  cent,  ad 
'valorem,  to  ten  per  cent,  ad  'valorem,  and  two 
and  an  half  per  cent,  for  the  consulate  or 
municipal  duties,  making  in  the  whole, 
twelve  and  one  half  per  cent,  on  articles 
imported  into  the  said  place  and  its  depen- 
dencies, in  British  ships,  owned  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects  and  navigated  according  to 
lav/' ;  or  in  ships  hotiafde  belonging  to  any 
of  the  subjects  or  native  inhabitants  of  the 
said  city,  town,  or  territories,  such  native 
inhabitants  being  peaceably  resident  within 
the  same,  and  under  the  obedience  of  his 
Majesty's  government  there;  his  A-Iajesty 
is  therefore  pleased  to  order  and  declare 
that  the  said  reduced  duties  shp.U  continue 
to  be  levied,  and  no  other,  on  all  articles 
imported,  with  the  exception  of  German 
linens,  which  are  to  continue  to  be  subject 
to  the  same  duties  as  were  paid  thereon  be- 
fore the  conquest  of  the  said  place  bv  his 
Majesty's  arms,  until  his  Majesty's  pleasure 
shall  be  further  signified.  And  it  is  hereby 
further  ordered,  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful 
for  any  slave  or  slaves  to  be  landed  or  im- 
ported or  brought  into  the  said  city,  town 
and  fortress  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  its  de- 
pendencies, including  therein  all  and  every 
the  territories  belonging  to  or  forming  a 
part  of  the  government  of  the  same  as 
aforesaid,  upon  pain  that  all  slaves  so  land- 
ed, imported,  or  brought,  together  with  the 


vessels  bringing  in  the  same,  or  from  which 
the  same  shall  be  landed,  and  their  cargoes 
shall  become  forfeited  to  his  Majesty,  his 
heirs,  and  successors :  provided  always  that 
this  prohibition  shall  not  extend  to  the  se- 
veral cases  of  slaves  lonaftde  employed  in 
navigating  any  ships  trading  to  or  from 
the  said  place,  or  of  slaves  bonajide  employ- 
ed as  domestic  slaves,  and  coming  into  the 
said  place  with  their  masters,  or  of  slaves 
in  any  manner  employed  in  his  Majesty's 
naval  or  military  service;  and  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Lords  Commissioneis  of 
his  Majesty's  Treasury,  and  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty,  are  to  give  the 
necessary  directions  therein  as  to  them  may 
respectively  appertain. 

(Signed)         W.  FAWKENER. 

No.  IX. 
Copy  of  a  Letter  from  General  EliO. 

July  3,  1807. 
Sir — By  the  order  of  the  Spanish  Gene- 
ral D.  Santiago  de  Liniers,  I  answer  to  the 
letter  brought  by  your  flag  of  trace  re- 
specting the  surrender  of  this  capital,  by 
saying  that  nothing  relative  to  the  laying 
down  our  arms  will  be  attended  to.  'ihac 
the  Spanish  General  has  a  sufhcient  num- 
ber of  brave  troops,  commanded  by  brave 
chiefs,  full  of  desire  to  die  in  defence  of 
their  country,  and  that  this  is  the  moment 
to  shew  their  patriotism. 

I  remain,  &c.  Colonel  ELIO. 


No.  X. 

Wrhteyt  Instructions  of  Major  RoACH. 

Major  Roach  will  proceed  with  a  flag  of 
truce  immediately  after  day-light  into 
Buenos  Ayres.  He  will  ask  for  the  militarr 
commandant,  and  summon,  to  spare  ths 
further  etfusion  of  blood,  that  the  town 
should  surrender.  If  it  is  necessary,  though 
I  wish  to  avoid  any  definitive  declaration, 
the  only  terms  that  will  be  granted  are, 
that  all  military  and  civil  officers  and  sol- 
diers shall  be  prisoners  of  war ;  that  ail  the 
English  in  the  possession  of  the  Spaniards 
shall  be  given  up  with  sufficient  hostages ; 
that  a  free  exercise  of  the  Roman  catholic 
religion  will  be  granted ;  that  all  private 
property  shall  be  respected,  provided  the 
owner  takes  an  oath  of  fidehty  to  the  British 
government,  and  does  not  break  through 
the  observance  of  it. 

(Signed)  J. L.  GOWER,  Maj.-Gen. 

No.  XI. 

General  Ordcrt  for  the  Attack  on   toe   To-vun  <f 

Buenos  Ayres  on  the  Mornhg  of  the  5th  JuJy. 

The  3Sth  regimentjUnderSirSam.  Auch- 
muty,  to  detach  and   possess  itself  of  the 
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plaza  del  Toros,  and  the  adjacent  strong 
ground,  and  then  take  post 

The  5th,9,0th,mth  and  88th,rer;imeins'to 
be  divided  :nto  VvingSj  And  each  wing  to  pe- 
netrate into  the  .'Street  directly  in  its  front. 

The  light  battalions  divided  iyto  wings, 
each  followed  by  a  wing  of  the  95th  regi- 
ment, and  a  three  pounder  to  proceed 
down  the'  two  streets  in  the  right  of  the 
central  one,  and  the  4.>th  regiment  down 
the  two  adjoining;  and  after  clearing  the 
streets  of  th?  ,cnemy,  to  take  post  at  the 
Residencia. 

Two  six  pounders  covered  by  the  carbi- 
neers and  three  troops  of  the  9th  light  dra- 
j;Oons,  to  proceed  along  the  central  street, 
'i'he  remairider  of  the  carbineers  and  dra- 
goons as  a  reserve  in  the  centre. 

Each  divibitJn  to  proceed  along  the  street 
directly  in  its  front,  till  it  arrives  at  the 
L-.itttiiuare  of  houses  next  the  river  Plata; 
of  v.liich  it  is  to  possess  itself,  forming  on 
the  fiat  roofs,  and  tliere  wait  for  further 
orders. 

-Th£  95th  regiment  to  occupy  two  of  the 
most  commanding  situations  from  which  it 
can.  aUnoy  the  enemy. 

Two  corporals,  tvith  tools,  to  march  at 
the  head  of  each  colnmn,  for  the  purpose  of 
breaV:ing  opan  the  doors.    • 

The  whole  to  he  unloaded,  and  no  firing 
to  be  permitted  until  the  columns  reach 
their  final  points  and  form. 

A  cannonade  in  the  qentre  to  be  the  sig- 
nal for  the  whole  to  move  forward. 


No.  XII, 

Cc-^V  nfii  I^iticr fnm ■Lieuicniiiit-Ccl:i:cl  Ciiard 
to  L'u::tsi<.Siit-Gaieyal  Whitcloric 
,S .  V  ,  Hmr.os  Ayrcs,  Sth  July  1 S07, 

Tn  answer  to  your  enquiries  respecting 
the  town  of  Euenos  Ayres,  it  is  my  opi- 
nion, from  what  I  have  seen  and  heard,  that 
!iad  the  town  been  bombarded,  so  little 
were  the  inhabitants  Tinder  the. controul  of 
ti'.cir  officers,  that  the  prisonei?s  would  have 
been  in  the  most  imminent  danger. 
I  iiui,  Sir,  &c. 

No.  Xlil. 
Rifort   made  ty   M'lj'^r   Nicto'.ls,cif  the    'Milb 
.K-r!.-':tii>,  of  ibe    Oj>c;alj<i>'s   nf  the   pnitpf 
i  '  c-  C'  >-^s  under  bh  Caniruind,  frwn  th-e  rnwji-  , 
i'i<r  I.J'  i  Ik-  i!h  to  the  middle  of  the  Gil)  JiA'y., 
Accordiiig  tp  "iders,  havh'ig  proceeded,  [ 
an  the  signal  gun   being 'find,  down   the 
street  pointed  out    to  me,  I  o'icupicd'  the  _ 
.Residencia       before      Lieutcn.-.nt-Cr'iont.-l  . 
<i,uard  came  up,  \vho,  upon -lindjng^ that, 
rL(;!:'.rcd  his  intention   of  conunnuicaiibg 
wii.h    Brigadier-General   Craufurd,  and    1 
\'\aited  till  his  return.    In  tlit-  mean  time  I 


possessed  myself  of  all  the  houses,  and 
cleared  them  of  all  the  enemy  who  had  occu- 
pied them.  I  then  judged  it  consistent  with 
my  orders  to,  support  the  right  column, 
and  \vas  proceeding  for  that  pTirpose  with 
the  hope  that  we  should  be  joined  by 
some  other  column.  A  union  flag  was 
hoisted  at  a  distance  yesterday,  but  to  my 
great  mortification  is  was  again  withdrawn 
about  :1  o'clock  P.  M.  In  the  morning  the 
enemy  pressed  on  us  very  much,  but  re- 
tired before  our  column,  and  we  took  two 
brass  guns ;  Captain  Whittingham  arrived 
this  day  with  the  grenadier  company  of  the 
4dth,  and  v/ill  deHver  this  report  to  your 
Excellency.  The  enemy  discharged  a  piece 
of  cannon  ag'ainst  us,  iipon  wdiich  we 
charged  in  a  column  of  sections  and  sus- 
tained little  loss;  having  dispersed  them, 
we  secured  their  tumbrils  and  returned  to 
the  Residencia,  one  of  the  pieces  of  cannon 
bein.g  spiked.  The  men  behaved  lik^  grif- 
fins, led  on  in  a  very  gallant  style  by  Major 
Tolly.  We  feel  it  our  duty  to  retain  this 
station  during  your  Excellency's  pleasure. 
We  have  a  supply  of  provisions  for  two 
days,  and  only  vvfant  Our  artillery  officer 
and  some  men  for  the  cannon,  with  which 
V/e  caii  completely  command  the  vacant 
street.  I  trust  your  E.^cellency  will  excuse 
this  detail.  The  enemy  has  lost  in  this 
quarter  from  50  to  100,  and  our  men, 
throusdi  motives  of  humanity,  made  some 
prisoners. 

(Signed)  W.  NICI'OLLS. 

Major,  45th  regiment. 


No.  XIV. 

Letter  from  General  IVhitc'ocie  to  Sear  Admii  .tl 

Miirra'^1  dated  Plaz.ii  del  Turc:,  Gih  July. 

DfAR  Admiral,  • 
I  arrived  here  about  one' hour  since,  in 
order  to  ascertain  wh^t  more  can  he  don^i 
bv  the  gallantry  snd  exertions  of  the  army 
under  my  commatid.  We  have  su ilered 
much  in  every  way  since  I  h:idtiic  p!easin-e 
of  sr-eint;;-  you,  wMch' seldom,  under  any 
rlrcuinstantcs,  iiris  hcen  Cju  ;!Ied.  Of  one 
thing  you  mav  be  assured,  and  that  is.  that 
Spanish.  America  never  can  be  English, "as 
the  inveteracy  of  eyery  class  of  inhabitants 
Js  beyond  belief.  Come  to  me  without  loss 
'ofliriic.  1  will  send  you  Majt)r-General 
Oower,  in  consequence  of  a  letter  I  re- 
ceived. 1  am,  &c. 

JOHN  WniTELOCI^E, 
Conmninder  in  Chief. 
The  four  gun-boats  have  been  working 
wi;.K  gre-it  ejrect,and  if  tiie  hiisinc-s  goes 
on  naval   assistance  will   go  a   great  way 
to.vards  the  accomplishment  of  our  plan. 


'i",  Gillet,  Priutcr,  Cruwji-court. 


BINDING  LIST    JIJ«  15^4 


CD 

to 
H 


+5 

CD 

Q) 

'd 


o 

H 

?^ 
0) 


+3 

d 

Q) 
+3 

O   J 
Ho 

Cm 
^    O 

r^  H 
O  cti 
O  -H 
H  f^ 
CD  Eh 
-P 


O 

o 

<D 
-P 
•H 


+3 
vJ  W  ^ 


University  of  Toronto 
Library 


DO  NOT 

REMOVE 

THE 

CARD 

FROM 

THIS 

POCKET 


Acme  Library  Card  Pocket 
LOWE-MARTIN  CO.  limited 


